
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Newsletter #1, June 2022 
 

To keep our landowners, surrounding neighbors, elected officials and interested parties updated, we have 

created a Palomino Solar Energy Project (“Palomino” or the “Project”) newsletter. We thank you for taking 

the time to read our first edition. 

 

Summer is here, the songs of the killdeer and the buzzing of the bees can be heard and flowers are 

blooming. Our application to the Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB”) for a Certificate of Environmental 

Compatibility and Public Need (“Application” or “Certificate”) for the Project was deemed complete on 

March 15, 2022. You may have seen ads in local newspapers and copies of the entire Application and 

exhibits at the Hillsboro Public and Lynchburg Branch libraries. 

 

Throughout the Certificate  process we have met with participating landowners, adjacent neighbors, local 

representatives and community members to provide updates and answer their questions and listen to 

their concerns. We have also met with the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative, Pheasants / Quails Forever, 

Highland Soil & Water Conservation District, Highland County Farm Service Agency, local wildlife habitat 

experts, and other groups to learn more about the local ecology and ways to make Palomino the best 

solar energy project that it can be. 

 

Based on conversations and design work, many changes have been made since our initial virtual meeting 

in March of 2021. When we first began the Project, we were going to interconnect into the 69-kV 

transmission line in the northern area of the Project. However, we soon learned that there was insufficient 

available transmission capacity for 200 MW on the 69-kV line, and in September 2020, we submitted an 

interconnection application for a Point of Interconnection (“POI”) to connect to the 138-kV transmission 

line in the southern area of the Project, just south of the intersection of SR 135 and Anderson Road. 
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This map shows how our new optimized design shortens the distance of the underground collection 

system to the POI and many panels were removed from the northernmost portion of the Project along 

with all panels west of Mad River Road and north of Panhandle Road. Additionally, there is now a 900’ 

setback from the Mt. Olive Church of Christ. Panels have been added in the southern areas of the Project 

closer to the POI and away from more densely populated areas. 

 

 
This map represents the most up-to-date Project area for 200 MW. We are not seeking nor allowed to add any additional parcels nor areas. 

 

Careful attention has been given to ensure that no non-participating adjacent properties are surrounded 

by solar energy panels on more than two sides, and we have worked diligently to try to make it only on 

one. 

 

Now that our Application has been deemed complete and the OPSB received our Application fee payment 

on March 28, 2022, they have set a local Public Hearing to receive public input for June 29 at 5:00 pm 

in the Wharton Building of the Highland County Fairgrounds. This meeting will be followed by the Palomino 

OPSB Evidentiary Hearing in Columbus on July 13, 2022 at 10:00 am at the Public Utilities Commission 

of Ohio, Hearing Room 11-C, 11th Floor, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215. On June 14, 

2022, the OPSB issued its Staff Report of Investigation that recommended that the Board approve the 

Applicant’s request for a Certificate subject to the 43 proposed conditions outlined in the report. 
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While our Project is grandfathered under SB-52, there will be two ad hoc representatives from local 

government included in the OPSB review process - Highland County Economic Development Director 

Julie Bolender for the Highland County Commissioners and Ty Smith representing Dodson and Union 

Townships. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 

We have been asked for a Material Safety Data Sheet (“MSDS”) for solar panels, however, like your car 

or tractor, there is not a MSDS for panels. MSDSs are fact sheets describing the chemical properties of 

a product and include information such as physical data (solid, liquid, color, melting point, flash point, 

etc.), health effects, first aid, reactivity, storage, handling, disposal, personal protection and spill/leak 

procedures, so there are individual data sheets for the chemical property used in manufacturing panels 

that address only the raw materials, not manufactured components. 

 

The Ohio Department of Health’s (“ODH”) role in the OPSB has historically been to assess cases to 

determine whether the construction, alteration, operation, or decommissioning of any power-generating 

structure or facility will have an impact on the health and wellness of the public. ODH works in partnership 

with fellow state agencies, including the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (“ODNR”), which 

assesses ecological impacts, and the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (“OEPA”), that is 

responsible for environmental licensing and regulation, to provide a robust, holistic assessment. 

 

In April, the Ohio Department of Health’s Health Assessment Section Bureau of Environmental Health 

and Radiation Protection released the Department of Health’s Solar Farm and Photovoltaics Summary 

and Assessment that addresses areas of concern and refutes misinformation that we’ve heard in the 

Community. Below are a few conclusions contained in the Summary and Assessment. 

 

 Crystalline Silicon - Information to date does not indicate a public health burden from the use of 

crystalline silicone (“c-Si”) in solar energy projects which are operating under normal conditions. 

Crystalline silicone itself is nontoxic to humans. 

 

 Cadmium Telluride - Information to date does not indicate a public health burden from the use of 

cadmium telluride (“CdTe”) in solar energy projects operating under normal conditions. While 

more information is needed to understand the toxicity of CdTe, there is not likely to be a completed 

exposure pathway to the general public given the fact that the small amount of CdTe used in the 

PV panels is fully encapsulated by non-toxic, nonporous substances like glass and, therefore, is 

not likely to enter the environment. 

 

 Photovoltaics (PV) End of Life Disposal and Storage - To prevent public health risks, ODH 

recommends that solar panel end of life disposal and storage plans be considered during the 

application and review process for new solar energy projects, and again during the 

decommissioning of solar energy projects. The determination of whether a solar panel is to be 

classified as hazardous or non-hazardous waste should be carried out on a case-by-case basis 

for each solar energy project or array undergoing decommissioning. 
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Both recycling and reusing panels (with or without repairing/refurbishing) will help to keep panels 

and potential hazardous materials out of landfills and creates less demand for the extraction and 

refining of new mineral resources which may have ecological and subsequent public health 

impacts. 

 

 Heat - Information to date does not indicate a public health burden from heat generated by PV 

panels or from the heat island effect. 

 

 Glare - Information to date does not indicate a public health burden from glare caused by solar 

energy projects which are operating under normal conditions. Research indicates that glare 

generated by solar energy projects is no more than that which is generated by windows and calm 

bodies of water. 

 

 Noise - Information to date does not indicate a public health burden from noise generated by the 

typical operation and maintenance of a solar energy project. While some noise is anticipated and 

unavoidable, it is not expected to create off-site health issues. 

 

 Electromagnetic Fields - Information to date does not indicate a public health burden from EMFs 

generated by components, including power lines, at solar energy projects. 

 

The full report can be found at: 
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-

bc1269d0dde5/ODH+Solar+Farm+and+PVs+Summary+Assessments_2022.04.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CA

CHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_K9I401S01H7F40QBNJU3SO1F56-fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5-o3S-Ssh 

 

 

INNERGEX INVESTOR UPDATE 

 

On Innergex’s May 10, 2022 First Quarter 2022 Report Conference Call, Senior Management notified 

the investment community that the Palomino Solar Energy Project, which was expected to be placed in 

service by the end of 2024, might now not reach its Commercial Operations Date (“COD”) until Q3 2025. 

 

This is mostly explained by the fact that Innergex has executed a term sheet with First Solar to secure a 

supply of panels, but their delivery to the Palomino site would however not commence before January 

2025. Nevertheless, we are diligently working to find another panel supplier that can deliver panels that 

would enable a Palomino COD in 2024. 

  

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5/ODH+Solar+Farm+and+PVs+Summary+Assessments_2022.04.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_K9I401S01H7F40QBNJU3SO1F56-fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5-o3S-Ssh
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5/ODH+Solar+Farm+and+PVs+Summary+Assessments_2022.04.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_K9I401S01H7F40QBNJU3SO1F56-fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5-o3S-Ssh
https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5/ODH+Solar+Farm+and+PVs+Summary+Assessments_2022.04.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_K9I401S01H7F40QBNJU3SO1F56-fc124a88-62b4-4e91-b30b-bc1269d0dde5-o3S-Ssh
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS UPDATE 

 

On June 6, 2022, President Biden announced executive action to incentivize domestic solar 

manufacturing and restore predictability to the solar industry. The President’s announcement will 

rejuvenate the construction and domestic manufacturing of solar power by restoring predictability and 

business certainty. This is welcome news and provides an opportunity to procure panels sooner and 

hopefully allow us to meet the original 2024 projected COD. 

 

 

NEW FACES AT INNERGEX 

 

Andrew Gohn will join Innergex in June 2022, as Senior Strategist, Government 

Relations, USA East. Andrew worked at American Wind Energy and American Clean 

Power Associations and has wealth of experience and knowledge of Ohio. 

 

 

 

Dan Alfaro will join Innergex on June 24, 2022 as Advisor, Local Community and 

Government Relations. Dan has extensive energy experience and will provide day-to-

day local support in Highland County. Dan, a native Ohioan, will work closely with Bill 

and Janet. 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden passing of Mike Ferguson who 

was the Site Manager at the Hillcrest Solar Energy Project for the past two years. 

Mike was 59 years old and lived in Arizona, although his work had kept him in Ohio. 

Mike is survived by his two sons, Jordan and Joseph, daughter, Leah, and five 

grandchildren. 
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Road repair and pavement after completion of the Hillcrest construction activities 
 

 
 

As outlined in the Hillcrest Solar Project's OPSB Certificate and the Road Use and Maintenance 

Agreement (RUMA) with Brown County, roads used during construction of the Project were repaired and 

paved per the County's criteria. A RUMA will be developed in coordination with the Highland County 

Engineer for the Palomino Solar Energy Project. 
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