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1. Introduction 
Kahana Solar LLC (Kahana Solar) proposes to construct and operate the Kahana Solar Project (Project). The Project 
site is on land, formerly dedicated to growing pineapple until 2009, owned by Maui Land and Pineapple (MLP). It 
is located 1.4 miles mauka (mountainside) from the Kapalua Airport in Napili-Honokowai on Maui, Hawaii. The 
project's tax map key (TMK) is (2) 4-3-001:017 and interconnection will be through Maui Electric Company, Ltd.’s 
(Maui Electric)1 existing 69-kilovolt (kV) transmission line: Lahaina #2 Mauka to Napili Circuit (located along the 
western boundary of TMK is (2) 4-3-001:017. 
 
The conceptual design of the Kahana Solar Project is for a 20-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) system 
coupled with a four-hour, 20 MW (80 MWh) battery energy storage system.  The Project would consist of solar 
fields with arrays of photovoltaic panels, a network of electrical collector lines, battery energy storage and 
inverter units, step-up transformers, a collector substation and transformer, internal access roads, and 
temporary laydown (i.e., staging) areas for construction.  Maui Electric will operate a new switchyard adjacent to 
the Project’s collector substation and will connect the switchyard to the existing 69-kV transmission line located 
on TMK 4-3-001:084 via an approximately 400 feet (or less) overhead transmission line. The switchyard, 
overhead transmission line, and associated protection and control systems are referred to as the Maui Electric 
Interconnection Facilities. Although Kahana Solar will construct the Interconnection Facilities on Maui Electric’s 
behalf, Maui Electric will own and operate the Interconnection Facilities and these facilities will have functions 
unrelated to the Project and may exist and operate beyond the operational period of the Project. 
 
The Project location and preliminary project layout is depicted in Figure 1 and the updated project layout is 
depicted in Figure 2. Access to the Project area would be via existing agricultural roads that have existing driveway 
access off Akahele Street. 
 
Since the beginning of the Project’s development process, extensive community engagement and public 
consultation has been conducted and will continue throughout the Project’s development process. As further 
explained in this document, Kahana Solar’s community outreach and engagement approach is designed to build 
trust—in Kahana Solar and its parent company Innergex, in the Project, and in the promised goals (see Appendix 
A).  Our approach supports proactively learning from Maui residents, fostering understanding of the Project, and 
inviting their ongoing input on the Project. The purpose of this document is to describe the Project’s community 
outreach approach and to detail the public consultation activities completed to date. The below sub-sections of 
this introduction provide a more detailed background on the need for the Project, the Project’s proponent and its 
landowner, and a brief description of the Project’s components and location. 
 

1.1. State Energy Goals & Request for Proposal Process 
In 2015, Hawaii passed legislation (http://energy.hawaii.gov/renewable-energy) directing the state’s utilities to 
generate 100% of their electricity sales from renewable energy resources by 2045 but the state needs to reach 
the following milestones first:  30% by 2020, 40% by 2030, 70% by 2040, and 100% by 2045. This is a very 
challenging but realistic achievement.  Hawaii cannot wait until the last minute to “get there”. The State’s 
renewable energy mandate is founded in mitigating reliance on fossil fuels, price volatility, the export of funds for 
fuel imports, fuel supply reliability risk, and greenhouse gas emissions. Maui Electric’s energy plan for 100% 
renewable energy assumes all homes and some commercial customers will have solar PV on their rooftops. 
However, even with the forecasted level of distributed roof-top solar PV, Maui Electric’s energy plan identifies the 

 
 
1 In December 2019 Hawaiian Electric announced their “One Company” initiative (Hawaiian Electric 2019). As of January 2020, the 
Hawaiian Electric and its subsidiaries, Maui Electric and Hawaii Electric Light will be known as Hawaiian Electric for branding purposes. 
Maui Electric and Hawaiian Electric may be used interchangeably in this document. 

http://energy.hawaii.gov/renewable-energy
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need for utility scale solar PV projects to reach the 100% renewable energy mandate. Therefore, projects like the 
Kahana Solar Project, will be needed to help Maui and the State of Hawaii reach its 100% renewable energy goal.   
In August 2019, the Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc., Maui Electric and Hawai`i Electric Light Company, Inc., 
launched a request for proposal (RFP) process for clean, renewable energy projects for Oahu, Maui, and Hawaiʻi 
Island that would help the state meet its goal of 100% renewable energy by 2045, bringing more stable electricity 
costs to consumers and reduce its dependency on imported sources of energy. 
 
On May 8, 2020, Maui Electric advised Kahana Solar that it had completed a detailed evaluation of all short-listed 
Proposals in accordance with Section 4.7 of the 2019 Maui Electric RFP for variable renewable dispatchable 
generation on Maui island and that its proposal for the Project dated November 5, 2019 had been selected for the 
Final Award Group. Soon after the May 2020 announcement, Kahana Solar and its community engagement 
consultant Skog Rasmussen LLC began conducting community engagement and public outreach activities for the 
project. 
 
Maui Electric and Kahana Solar have executed a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) and it was filed with the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC) in September 2020 under Docket No. 2020-0142.  A contested case proceeding and 
evidentiary hearing has been completed and concluded with the PUC approving the PPA through Decision and 
Order No. 38077 issued on November 19, 2021 (see Section 4.4.2.1). 
 

1.2. Proponent - Kahana Solar LLC 
Kahana Solar LLC is a Delaware limited liability company registered to do business in Hawaiʻi and organized for the 
purposes of developing, financing, constructing, owning, and operating the Kahana Solar Project. It is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Innergex Renewable Development USA LLC, which in turn is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. (Innergex). 
 
Innergex is a Canadian independent renewable power producer that develops, acquires, owns and operates 
hydroelectric facilities, wind farms, and solar farms. Innergex is a publicly traded corporation on the Toronto Stock 
Exchange (TSX) under the symbol INE.  Innergex conducts operations in Canada, the United States, France, and 
Chile and manages a large portfolio of high-quality assets currently consisting of interests in 76 operating facilities 
with an aggregate net installed capacity of 2,831 MW (gross 3,701 MW) and an energy storage capacity of 150 
MWh, including 37 hydroelectric facilities, 33 wind farms and six solar farms.   
 
Innergex has created a Sustainable Development Policy that articulates its commitment to integrating sustainable 
development considerations in all aspects of its business. For over 30 years, Innergex and its employees 
(collectively, Innergex) have built strong, long-term relationships with the communities that hosts its projects and 
have seen firsthand how renewable energy projects can make positive, long-term impacts on society, economics 
and the environment. Innergex achieves these positive community relationships through its commitment to 
conducting itself with integrity, transparency and respect. Beginning with extensive pre-development 
consultations and community outreach, Innergex takes the time to engage the local community and learn about 
their needs and concerns and then incorporates community input that is commercially reasonable and possible 
to design the best possible project. Innergex remains driven by the belief that the three pillars of sustainability 
– environmental protection, social development and economic development – are mutually reinforcing.  
 

1.3. Proposed Kahana Solar Project 
Kahana Solar proposes to build and operate the Project on privately owned land located near Napili-Honokōwai 
in Maui County. The Project will consist of a 20-MW PV system coupled with a 20-MW, 4-hour (80MWh) PV 
coupled battery energy storage system (PV-Coupled ESS) as well as ancillary support infrastructure located within 
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an approximately 412-acre Project Study Area (Figure 2). The Project will primarily be located on TMK 4-3-001:017, 
owned by Maui Land & Pineapple Company (MLP), approximately 1-mile mauka of the Kapalua Airport.  
 
The Project would connect into the Maui Electric grid via a new switchyard that would be constructed adjacent to 
the Project’s substation on TMK 4-3-001:017. Maui Electric will connect the new switchyard to the existing Maui 
Electric overhead 69-kV transmission line located on TMK 4-3-001:084 (owned by MLP), approximately 400 feet 
(or less) west of the switchyard. The main access route to the solar array areas would utilize an existing (to be 
improved) agricultural access road that extends from the intersection of Honoapiʻilani Highway and Akahele Street 
and would pass through TMK 4-3:001:082 (owned by Maui Ocean View LP) and TMK 4-3:001:084 to access TMK 
4-3-001:017. A network of existing (to be improved) and new on-site access roads will be utilized within the solar 
array areas on TMK 4-3-001:017. 
 
Kahana Solar anticipates that the total combined footprint of the Project components will be approximately 220 
acres, of which the solar panels will cover approximately 65 acres. Project infrastructure will be sited to avoid 
potentially sensitive environmental and cultural resources to the extent practicable. 
 
The Project is in the development phase.  At the start of the development process, Kahana Solar performs various 
critical issues analyses to identify archaeological, cultural, environmental, social, technical and regulatory issues 
that help in assessing the feasibility of successfully developing, permitting, constructing and operating a solar 
project.  These preliminary desktop assessments are based on readily available, existing information, including 
review of current relevant literature, geographic information system (GIS) data, other desktop information, as 
well as discussions with consultants with professional experience with energy projects in Hawaii, and drawing 
upon Innergex’s extensive experience and knowledge of developing and operating renewable energy projects 
around the world.  A Preliminary Environmental Assessment (EA) was also completed as part of the Maui Electric 
RFP process and includes the conceptual project layout.  The Preliminary EA provides a high-level review of the 
pre-existing environmental conditions, and potential short- and long-term impacts associated with, or resulting 
from proposed Project, and describes proposed avoidance and minimization measures for each of the major 
environmental areas.  “Avoidance and minimization” of impacts to archaeological, cultural or environmental 
features were used to help develop the conceptual project layout (Figure 1).  The above information and the 
conceptual project layout was presented in outreach and engagement for local community feedback.  The 
community feedback received was then used along with the follow-on technical field studies, which was used to 
identify avoidance and minimization measures, to shape the updated design layout (Figure 2). 
 
The Project’s solar energy facility is sited primarily within the TMK 4-3-001:017 which is located in the state 
agricultural district.  In accordance with the state’s rules under Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 205, the Project 
plans to integrate a compatible agricultural use at the solar site during the Project’s operations.  See Section 5.2 
and the Project’s Agricultural Assessment Report for more information on the agricultural dual use plan for the 
Project.  

2. Community Outreach & Engagement Overview 
2.1. Objectives & Approach 

Based on Innergex’s numerous years of undertaking large/grid-scale renewable energy projects, Innergex 
understands that as “newcomers” into the community, learning and honoring the values and priorities of the 
community are foundational to a project’s success. 
 
Kahana Solar’s community outreach approach is designed to build trust—in Innergex, in the Project, and in the 
promised goals.  Kahana Solar’s approach supports proactively learning from Maui residents, fostering 
understanding of the Project, and inviting ongoing community input.  Meetings and other consultations with local 
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resources and leaders have already occurred and will continue throughout the planning, development, 
construction, and operational phases.  See Appendix A – Community Outreach and Engagement Plan. 
 
The aim is to achieve open, two-way communication.  The engagement process continues to help Kahana Solar 
share information with the local communities; field questions, concerns and advice; understand local values; and 
discover areas of mutual interest.  It also provides an opportunity to work through an iterative process with local 
communities to identify opportunities and concerns and take measures to address them in a cooperative way 
where commercially reasonable and possible. 
 
To support the development of the Kahana Solar Project, Kahana Solar will continue to work closely with local 
partners to: 

1. Listen and learn from residents about their views, concerns, advice, and interests as well as glean local 
insights about the project site. 

2. Develop solutions that are commercially feasible and possible to address the issues or to capitalize on 
opportunities. 

3. Be transparent in providing information about the proposal and describing its implications for the 
community, including any trade-offs. 

4. Establish and maintain open lines of communication and provide timely response to questions with the 
community throughout the life of the project. 

5. Engage, keep informed, and learn from elected officials to foster alignment among area policymakers with 
project goals. 

6. Where changes cannot be made to address such issues, Innergex is committed to being transparent about 
the limitations that prevent the changes from being made. 

 
2.2. Identifying the Local Communities 

In order to gain an understanding of the local area that surrounds the proposed Project site, a process was 
undertaken in 2019 prior to submittal of Innergex’s response to the Maui Electric RFP to identify and group the 
local stakeholders into several different “Local Communities” that are differentiated based on the anticipated 
level and type of interest  in proposed Project.  Throughout the engagement process, and as Kahana Solar’s 
understanding of the local community and the Project evolves, the approach to engaging the identified Local 
Communities has and will continue to evolve. 
 
The following is a list of the Local Communities that were identified throughout the consultation process to date. 
The Project team has reached out to the stakeholders identified as well as those involved with the Archaeological 
Inventory Survey and Cultural Impact Assessment.  We have actively engaged with those individuals or 
organizations that wished to learn more and be involved in the development process for our Kahana Solar Project.   
 

Local Community Type Key Stakeholders 
Local Government County of Maui Planning Department  

County of Maui Office of Economic Development (Director and 
Energy Commissioner) 
County of Maui Dept of Environmental Management (Deputy 
Director) 
County of Maui Office of Climate Action, Sustainability, and 
Resiliency (Resilience Officer) 
Maui Lanai Island Burial Council Mayor Michael Victorino 
Maui County Council Chair Alice L. Lee 
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Local Community Type Key Stakeholders 
Maui County Councilmember from West Maui, Tamara Paltin 
State Senator Rosalyn Baker (represents West Maui) 
State Representative Angus McKelvey (represents West Maui) 
Hawaii State Department of Transportation 
Hawaii State Energy Office 
 

Native Hawaiian Groups & Cultural 
Practitioner 

Aha Moku O Maui: Keʻeaumoku Kapu 
Aha Moku Lahaina: Poʻo Representative Uʻilani Kapu  
Aha Moku Kaanapali: Poʻo Representative Kaipo Kekona 
Hui Aloha Aina o ka Malu Ulu o Lele (HAA Lahaina) 
Na Aikane O Maui 
Sovereign Councils of Hawaiian Homesteads Assembly  
Maui Cultural Lands: Ekolu Lindsey 
Cultural Advisor:  Archie Kapepa 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
 
Native Hawaiian organizations, traditional cultural practitioners, 
and kama‘āina with cultural and generational ties to the region – 
this list will be updated as part of a cultural impact assessment 
 

Community Associations 
 

West Maui Taxpayers Association 
West Maui Community Plan Citizens Advisory Committee 
Members  
Na Kupuna O Maui 
Lahaina Honolua Senior Citizens 
Rotary Club of Lahaina 
Lahaina Restoration Foundation 
Lahaina Town Action Committee 
Business Owners in Kahana Gateway Shopping Center 
Maui Hotel & Lodging Association 
West Maui Greenway Alliance 
Na Ala Hele Trail & Access 
Napili Kai Foundation 
Hawaii Community Foundation 
 

Neighboring and Adjacent Property 
Owners 

Kahana Ridge Homeowners Association 
Lahaina Christian Fellowship Church 
Kaanapali Coffee Farms  
Kaanapali Operator’s Association 
Maui Ocean View LP 
West Maui Forest Reserve 
State of Hawaii Department of Transportation, Airport Division 
State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources (DHHL) 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
Ala Hoku Place resident 
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Local Community Type Key Stakeholders 
Environmental and Conservation 
Groups 

Puʻu Kukui Watershed Preserve 
Na Hoa o Puʻu Kukui - Friends of Puʻu Kukui 
Mauna Kahalawai Watershed Partnership 
West Maui Soil and Water Conservation District 
West Maui Ridge 2 Reef 
North Beach West Maui Benefit Fund 
West Maui Preservation Association 
West Maui Advisory Body - Ridge to Reef Working Group 
Maui Tomorrow Energy Committee 
Sierra Club - Maui Chapter 
Nature Conservancy of Hawaii 
Coral Reef Alliance 
 

Agriculture Enterprises and 
Organizations 

Maui County Farm Bureau 
Hawaii Farmers Union United:  Lahaina Chapter 
Maui Grown Coffee Company 
Hua Momona Farms 
Maui Kuia Chocolate 
Simpli-Fresh 
Caires Farms 
 

Education & Schools Lahainaluna High School 
Lahainaluna High School Foundation 
Maui Preparatory Academy 
University of Hawaii Maui College - Chancellor and the Workforce 
Development Extended Learning Director 
UH Sustainable Living Institute Maui 
UH College of Tropical Agriculture 
West Maui Students  
 

Other Key Groups and Stakeholders Maui Economic Development Board 
Maui Chamber of Commerce 
Maui Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce 
Individual West Side business owners  
West Side hotel general managers 
Hotel workers 
Individual residents of West Maui neighborhoods 
Representatives of West Side mountain bikers 
 

Local Media Civil Beat 
Hawaii News Now 
KHON2 News 
KITV4 News 
Lahaina News 
The Maui News 
Maui Now 
Maui Times 
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Local Community Type Key Stakeholders 
Solar Coaster Radio Show 

 
 

2.3. Access to Information, Awareness Raising & Accessible Feedback Channels 
Throughout the early engagement process, Kahana Solar continues to work to increase the awareness of the 
Project and provide Project information and channels to have discussions with the Project team.  The below list 
outlines the key steps to achieve accessibility of information and transparency in the development process. 
 

Type of Access Description 
Contact Details A contact name, phone number, email, website and mailing address has been 

provided in our communication materials. 
 

Project Website  A website (kahanasolarproject.com) is publicly available and provides an overview 
of the Project, project updates, project timelines, project contact information, 
project handouts, open house presentation (including visual simulations and 
preliminary project layout), recording of the public open house (including 
presentation and Q&A), Preliminary Environmental Assessment, and the 
Community Outreach and Engagement Plan. The website invites commentary or 
questions from visitors to the site and a link to the Project’s email address 
(kahanasolar@innergex.com).   
 

Project Handout Informational handouts have been produced for the project.  They have been made 
available at all meetings (as they get developed and updated) and are available on 
the Project website. 

• Project Overview Brochure 
• Fast Facts Sheet 
• Frequently Asked Questions 
• Project Summary & Community Outreach 

Refer to Appendix B for copies of the Project handouts. 
 

Media  
(TV/Newspaper/Radio)  

The Public Open House held on July 7, 2020 was widely advertised and included 
print advertisements in the Lahaina News and The Maui News, online postings in 
Maui Now and Maui Times, and in a linked advertisement to the Project website.  
 
A Media Advisory was sent to the following news outlets in accordance with the 
Maui Electric RFP: 
• Civil Beat 
• Hawaii News Now 
• KHON2 News 
• KITV4 News 
• Lahaina News 
• Maui Now 
• Maui Time 
• Star Advertiser 

mailto:kahanasolar@innergex.com
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Type of Access Description 
Kahana Solar was a guest on Solar Coaster Radio. 
• Solar Coaster Episode 159 – Innergex’s renewable energy projects in Maui2  

The Public Open Houses held on December 9, 2020 was widely advertised and 
included print advertisement in the Lahaina News and the Maui News, in online 
postings on the Maui Now and Maui Times, and in linked advertisement to the 
meeting on the Project website. Electronic invitations were sent to the Project 
distribution list (including both West Maui residents and the larger community of 
Maui). In addition, the notice was distributed to a widely subscribed West Maui 
community e-newsletter. 
 
The Public Open House held on March 30, 2021 was widely advertised and 
included print advertisements in the Lahaina News and Maui News, in online 
postings on Maui Now and Maui Times, and linked advertisements to the Project 
website. Electronic invitations were sent to the Project distribution list (including 
both West Maui residents and the larger community of Maui). 
 
Refer to Appendix C for a copy of Advertising and the Media Advisory.   
 

Project Presentation  Project PowerPoint presentation was prepared for the July 2020 Virtual Public 
Open House to provide the community and stakeholders reasonable opportunity to 
learn about the proposed Project; to provide an opportunity to engage in a dialogue 
about concerns and questions, mitigation measures, and potential community 
benefits of the proposed Project; and to provide information concerning the 
process and/or intent for the public's input and engagement is available on the 
Project website. 
 
• A recording of the Virtual Public Open House can be viewed on the Project’s 

website.3 

Project PowerPoint presentation was prepared for the December 2020 Virtual 
Public Open House to provide an update on the preliminary archaeological and 
environmental study results, and is available on the Project’s website.4 
 
• A recording of the Virtual Public Open House can be viewed on the Project’s 

website.5 

Project PowerPoint presentation was prepared for the March 2021 Virtual Public 
Open House to share the updated design and visual (photo) simulations based on 

 
 
2 https://soundcloud.com/user-358770151/159-innergexs-eddie-park-and-julia-mancinelli-review-new-rfp-phase-2-projects-and-paeahu-
updates 
3 https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Kahana-Solar-Project-Virtual-Public-Open-House-20200708-0334-1.mp4  
4 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VOH_Presentation_Posters-
_Archaeological_Environmental_Results_Dec2020.pdf  
5 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20201210-
0331-1.mp4  

https://soundcloud.com/user-358770151/159-innergexs-eddie-park-and-julia-mancinelli-review-new-rfp-phase-2-projects-and-paeahu-updates
https://soundcloud.com/user-358770151/159-innergexs-eddie-park-and-julia-mancinelli-review-new-rfp-phase-2-projects-and-paeahu-updates
https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Kahana-Solar-Project-Virtual-Public-Open-House-20200708-0334-1.mp4
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VOH_Presentation_Posters-_Archaeological_Environmental_Results_Dec2020.pdf
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/VOH_Presentation_Posters-_Archaeological_Environmental_Results_Dec2020.pdf
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20201210-0331-1.mp4
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20201210-0331-1.mp4
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Type of Access Description 
the archaeological survey, environmental studies and community feedback, and is 
available on the Project’s website.6 
 
• A recording of the Virtual Public Open House can be viewed on the Project’s 

website.7 

Refer to Appendix D for copies of the PowerPoint presentations. 
 

Feedback Forms/ 
Emails 

Comments and questions were received at the Project's email address, as well as 
"live" during the Public Open Houses through the chat function and project email 
address. All feedback provided via email submissions from the public comment 
period has been included in this consultation report.   
 
Refer to Appendix E for written feedback provided. Note:  Personal contact 
information has been redacted from the feedback received for the purposes of this 
report. 
 

Project Update Notices 
/ Email Invites / 
Newsletter 

Project update notices are published to include updates, images, and upcoming 
relevant events (e.g. Open House invites, share links to reports) as appropriate.  
They are brief, written for a lay audience, and provide an ongoing connection and 
transparency to community members.  The registered database of recipients is 
developed from meetings and events along with others who are looked to as 
organizational leaders or representatives who can disseminate information to a 
larger audience.    

• Invite to Kahana Solar’s Virtual Public Open House on July 7, 2020. 
• Invite to Kahana Solar’s Virtual Public Open House on December 9, 2020. 
• Happy Holidays and Thank you from Innergex December 18, 2020 
• Preliminary Study Results & New Team Member February 12, 2021 
• Invite to Kahana Solar’s Virtual Public Open House on March 31, 2021. 
• Mahalo – Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House April 2, 2021 
• Kahana Solar Announces Community Benefits Package & Outcome of PUC 

Hearing October 15, 201 

An Innergex Hawaii projects newsletter, Ka Puni Uila, was also launched in April 
2021 and made available on the project website and emailed out to stakeholder 
distribution list. 

• Issue #1 - April 2021 
• Issue #2 – August 2021 
• Issue #3 – October 2021 
• Issue #4 – December 2021 

 
 
6 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/KAHANA_PRESENTATION_MARCH2021_FINAL.pdf  
7 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20210331-
0330-1.mp4  

https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/KAHANA_PRESENTATION_MARCH2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/KAHANA_PRESENTATION_MARCH2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20210331-0330-1.mp4
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20210331-0330-1.mp4
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Type of Access Description 
 
Refer to Appendix F for Project Update Notices / email invites / e-newsletters. 
 

 

3. Consideration for Local Impacts and Local Influence 
Since one of the objectives of community engagement includes listening to the views, advice, concerns and 
interests of communities and cooperatively developing solutions that address the issues raised where 
commercially feasible and possible, it was important that the engagement process results in tangible changes to 
the proposed project based on local feedback.   
 
The layout of the Project has been refined with consideration of the archaeological, cultural, environmental, 
technical, economic and consultation (social) input received from community engagement conducted to date.  
These considerations may at times conflict with each other or have different levels of significance.  For example, 
addressing one landowner’s concern could have implications on another landowner/ local communities or an 
environmental feature.  
 
With this in mind, Kahana Solar will endeavor to make development decisions that appropriately balance these 
considerations, with the intent of developing the best possible project from an archaeological, cultural, 
environmental, technical, economic, and social perspective.  We will continue to engage the local communities 
on key Project changes and communicate how their input has influenced development decisions.   
 

3.1. Address Concerns 
First, it should be emphasized that community outreach and engagement is itself an effective way to address 
community concerns.  Such concerns are often based on a lack of information or understanding about the nature 
of a proposed project and its potential impacts on (including benefits to) the community.  Providing information 
about the Project and development process, through extensive outreach, has been integral in addressing 
concerns.   
 
Kahana Solar has addressed concerns about the Project by providing technical memorandums/reports and 
undertaking design changes and actions where commercially reasonable and possible in direct response to 
community requests.   
 

3.2. Design Change Based on Feedback from Early Engagement 
Kahana Solar incorporated a design constraint to setback new permanent structures a minimum of 100 feet 
from the top of the bank of identified gulches unless Low Impact Design strategies are implemented to prevent 
stormwater runoff in anticipation of the approval of the proposed update to the West Maui Community Plan. 
Kahana Solar contracted Westwood to perform a hydrologic and hydraulic analysis to help the Project 
understand the potential for flooding within and downslope of the Project Study Area, and to complete a 
preliminary stormwater management plan to ensure the Project will sufficiently manage Project related 
stormwater. Kahana Solar has also been engaging with Tova  Callender of Ridge 2 Reef, Jennifer Vander Veur of 
CORAL, and Wes Nohara (former MLP employee who worked in the area for over 40 years, and currently serves 
as Associate Director of the West Maui Soil & Water Conservation District) to learn about their ongoing efforts 
to restore the natural function of the watershed and to reduce sediment runoff during storm events and 
incorporating additional measures. 
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The Project has been designed to minimize stormwater runoff through incorporation of Low Impact Design 
techniques to help keep the landscape minimally changed by the Project. This includes maintaining existing 
drainage conditions and minimizing grading onsite; maintaining a vegetation mixture under and around the 
panels; installing stormwater infrastructure; and utilizing temporary Best Management Practices during 
construction to reduce sediment and erosion potential. Kahana Solar subsequently received an e-mail from Tova 
Callender of Ridge 2 Reef expressing sincere appreciation to Kahana Solar for incorporating the feedback from 
Ridge 2 Reef and its partners with regard to these measures. 
 
Please refer to the Archaeological Inventory Survey, Cultural Impact Assessment, and Biological Resources 
Survey reports for further details on how local knowledge and input has been incorporated into the project 
design, best management practices, and avoidance and minimization measures. 
 
As Project development proceeds further, existing community input will be considered at the appropriate time 
in the Project design phase and will be incorporated if commercially reasonable and possible.  Additional 
community input will continue to be solicited as well. 

4. Community Outreach & Engagement Activities Summary 
Kahana Solar began conducting community outreach and engagement activities during the early stages of the 
Project’s development process.  Kahana Solar continues to engage in extensive outreach and engagement efforts.  
These efforts have focused on (i) Public Open Houses, (ii) one-on-one interviews, and (iii) meetings with 
community members and organizations.  
 
In summary, Kahana Solar and its consultants have completed approximately one hundred (100) such outreach 
and engagement activities including site visits for lineal descendants of the region, involving more than 150 hours 
of community outreach and engagement for the Project. 
   
Kahana Solar is continuing to engage the community and will hold additional Open Houses and meetings.  We will 
continue to refine the Project to take commercially reasonable feedback into account, continue to share our 
studies, provide updated design layouts, and share with the community and solicit their feedback.  
 

4.1. Engaging with Health and Safety of the Community in Mind  
Ongoing interactions with the community are key to understanding the array of possible perspectives on the 
project and capturing local knowledge about the site to guide planning and design decisions.  In line with COVID-
19 restrictions and best practice guidelines, we have effectively employed electronic options (Zoom, WebEx, MS 
Teams, etc.) for interacting with the community in a way that limits exposure and puts community residents 
health first.  In-person interviews, presentations, and site visits have continued to be offered – and accepted – 
following guidelines in controlled environments using masks and social distancing.  We feel fortunate that all of 
the organizations who have met with us have publicized the opportunity with their members which has resulted 
in drawing attendances to these meetings. 
 
Kahana Solar takes the health and safety of our staff, consultants, contractors and the West Maui community 
members seriously.  While our preference is to meet community members in person, it is also our responsibility 
when planning community engagement occasions that we adhere to orders and guidance set forth by the State 
of Hawaii and the County of Maui as well as Innergex polices and guidelines.  Open Houses, like the ones we 
hosted on July 7 and December 9, 2020 and March 30, 2021 for the public and other stakeholders to engage 
with the project team on the Project, will continue to be offered following proper protocols. We would note that 
on-line meetings are a nice complement to a physical open house because not everyone can get to a physical 
location. When conditions allow for larger in-person gatherings, we will plan accordingly. 
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4.2. Public Open Houses 
4.2.1. RFP - July 7, 2020  

In accordance with the terms of the RFP, Kahana Solar hosted a virtual public Open House on July 7, 2020 via 
WebEx from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Media advisories were issued to media and organizations a minimum of 30 days 
prior to the public meeting. The Open House was widely advertised and included print advertisement in the 
Lahaina News and Maui News, online postings in Maui Now and Maui Times, and in a linked advertisement to the 
Project website. Kahana Solar was a guest on a local Maui radio talk show. Electronic invitations were sent to the 
Project distribution list (including both West Maui residents and the larger community of Maui).  These additional 
public meeting notices were provided more than two weeks in advance, and Kahana Solar informed Maui Electric 
about the meeting. Maui Electric was in attendance. 
 
The purpose of the Open House was to provide the community and stakeholders reasonable opportunity to learn 
about the proposed Project; to provide an opportunity to engage in a dialogue about concerns and questions, 
mitigation measures, and potential community benefits of the proposed Project; and to provide information 
concerning the process and/or intent for the public's input and engagement. The public Open House featured a 
presentation by Kahana Solar and its consultants providing an overview of the Project followed by a question-and-
answer period. Kahana Solar and its consultants were on hand to answer questions and provide explanations on 
the technical aspects of the Project. 
 
The Open House was attended by a broad cross-section of Maui residents and stakeholders. Attendees included 
local West Maui residents; members and representatives from the Commission, the Hawaii State Energy Office, 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands; and Sierra Club-Maui Chapter; a representative from Maui County (the 
Energy Commissioner); representatives from Maui Electric; and other contractors and service providers.  
 
Questions posed by the public at the Public Open House included the following: 

• What is the expected load factor considering the PV has a tracker? 
• Could you share a range of $/MWh for the PPA? 
• I see you state that “qualified local suppliers and contractors” may get preference.  How can a company 

attain this status? 
• What structures besides the solar farm and storage plant will be built on site? 
• Where are the panels and single axis tracker framework going to be sourced from?   
• Does the project generate Electro-Magnetic Frequencies (EMFs) and will the levels be monitored? 
• Are there any opportunities for complementary agricultural activities to occur in conjunction with the PV 

project (e.g. sheep, shade tolerant crops, etc.)? 
• Do the solar panels emit heat, and would it be increased due to the amount of panels located in a 

concentrated area?  How much heat? 
• Is the battery bank located on site?  Where on the parcel? 
• How would consumer prices be affected if the finished site is damage by storm or hurricane activity? 
• Have you worked with the Department of Transportation regarding how the reflection off the panels 

affects air navigation? 
• What are you other projects in Hawaii?  Where, what type, what amount of energy? 
• What is the alignment of the high voltage transmission lines? 
• How close will project to be to future planned developments such as Pulelehua? 
• Are there any opportunities for pumped storage hydro with this project? 
• Is the land being farmed right now? I would prefer we use land for food. 
• In the example of energy you will produce at $0.09, how much does the utility add to that amount? 
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• Who will provide / manufacture the battery? 
• Do you have a map that displays the layout of the buildings, the connection to Maui Electric lines, and the 

panels? 
• Where is Innergex's headquarters? 
• Will the battery be used for frequency regulation? If yes, what share of it? 
• Who is the consultant doing the Archaeological Survey and the Cultural Impact Assessment? 
• Was anything found in the desktop archaeological study? 
• How does the negotiation process with Maui Electric work? 
• How large are the batteries? 
• What are some community benefits that Innergex has done on other projects? 

 
Questions were answered during the Public Open House by members of the Project team.  This meeting was 
recorded and is available for viewing at the Project website. 8 The presentation materials are also on the Project 
website. Immediately following the Open House, written public comments on the Project were solicited. The 
public comment period for the Project ran from July 8, 2020 to August 6, 2020.  Refer to Appendix E for written 
feedback provided. 
 
Kahana Solar collected all public comments and provided Maui Electric copies of all comments received in their 
original, unedited form, along with copies of all comments with personal information redacted and ready for filing 
with the Public Utilities Commission. A Consultation Report was included in Exhibit 8, “Community Outreach 
Summary and Public Comments” to the Application for approval of the PPA and is available on the Project website. 
 

4.2.2. Preliminary Study Results - December 9, 2020  
Kahana Solar held its second virtual public Open House meeting on December 9, 2020 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
via WebEx. The Open House was widely advertised and included print advertisement in the Lahaina News and the 
The Maui News, in online postings on the Maui Now and Maui Times, and in linked advertisement to the meeting 
on the Project website. Electronic invitations were sent to the Project distribution list (including both West Maui 
residents and the larger community of Maui). In addition, the notice was distributed to a widely subscribed West 
Maui community e-newsletter.  
 
The purpose of the Open House was to provide the community an update on the preliminary archaeological and 
environmental study results. The public Open House featured a presentation by Kahana Solar and its consultants 
providing a Project overview and update, preliminary archaeological and environmental study results, followed 
by a question-and-answer period. Kahana Solar and its consultants were on hand to answer questions and provide 
explanations on the technical aspects of the Project.  
 
The Open House was attended by a broad cross-section of Maui residents and stakeholders. Attendees included 
local West Maui residents, members and representatives from the Coral Reef Alliance (“CORAL”), Lahaina 
Restoration Foundation, West Maui Ridge 2 Reef (“Ridge 2 Reef”), West Maui Preservation Association (“WMPA”); 
representatives from the Aha Moku Kaanapali and Paki Ohana; West Maui district Councilwoman Tamara Paltin; 
a representative from the Mayor’s office; UH Maui College staff; representatives from Maui Electric; and other 
contractors and service providers. This meeting was recorded and is available for viewing at the Project website. 
 
Comments and questions posed by the public at the Public Open House included the following: 

 
 
8 https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Kahana-Solar-Project-Virtual-Public-Open-House-20200708-0334-1.mp4  

https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Kahana-Solar-Project-Virtual-Public-Open-House-20200708-0334-1.mp4
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• these lands belong to the paki family 
• not just maui land and pine we would like to present ourslef 
• with documents and tittle to the land aloha matthew  
• Will these new studies be posted on the website? Re: biological studies  
• theres lots of blackbruns sphix moths we can show it to you all as well as other native birds aswell would 

like to met with you all 
• How many of the streams and gulches have been diverted and have low flow standards been identified 

for those streams?  
• Will vegetation along gulches be cleared or remain in place? Will the resevoirs be kept in place and 

maintained by the solar project?  
• Will Innergex build the system and own the system?  Who are the entities of the PPA? 
• How will the project mitigate run-off after heavy rains? 
• Aloha Matt, What is the Ag rating for the land that will be under the solar arrays? 
• One of the problems with the solar field near the high school is that it produces more power than MECO 

can use during the day, and then tax payers have to pay for the unused power.  Will all the power produced 
by your project, in conjuction with the batteries be utilized? 

• How will the project mitigate run off into the streams that will lead to the ocean?  And how will you control 
the growth of brush in the project?  Will you use pesticides to control the brush. 

• What is the impact by the project on vegetation beneath the project?  How will erosion be prevented? 
• There is a "heat island" effect generated by large solar projects as shown in studies in Australia, Arizona 

and China.  How do you mitigate this? 
• Will the new transmission lines pose a danger to the various endangered birds that visit the near by water. 

What will the project do to mitigate these dangers if any exists? 
• Has anyone reached out or did any research as to who the Heirs are to those properties that has interest 

to those properties 
• How many attendees are partiticapting tonight? 
• Is there a danger of fire associated with the BESS? If so what is the project doing to mitigate this danger? 
• How much GHGs will the project save? 
• How far away from the transmission line is the proposed substation? 
• How close is the nearest residential development from the project? 
• is there radiation concerns for the people to those land parcels? 
• Will water-heavy plants such a aweoweo and naio for firebreakis around the project? 
• yes we did we heirs paki ohana 
• How large will the fence surrounding the project be. Will there be lighting? 
• What assurances can you provide that you will develop the project responsibly? 
• would like to present ponce ohana under the native land tenant to the land under waipuilani paki aloha 

matthew 
• can you discuss any suggested community benefits packages and actual numbers ($) associated with the 

pkg? 
• Please contact us in regards to question asked about showing them the area.  
• When will be the next update? 
• thank you! 
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Questions were answered during the Public Open House by members of the Project team.  This meeting was 
recorded and is available for viewing at the Project website. 9  The presentation materials are also on the Project 
website. 
 
After the Open House meeting, Kahana Solar sent, via email, links to the recordings and presentations and invited 
other comments, questions and answers about the Project. 
 

4.2.3. Updated Design Layout Public - March 30, 2021  
Kahana Solar held a third virtual public Open House meeting on March 30, 2021 from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm via 
WebEx. The Open House was widely advertised and included print advertisements in the Lahaina News and Maui 
News, in online postings on Maui Now and Maui Times, and linked advertisements to the Project website. 
Electronic invitations were sent to the Project distribution list (including both West Maui residents and the larger 
community of Maui).  
 
The purpose of the Open House was to share the updated design and visual (photo) simulations based on the 
archaeological survey, environmental studies and community feedback. The Public Open House featured a 
presentation by Kahana Solar and its consultants providing a Project overview and update, followed by a question-
and-answer period. Kahana Solar and its consultants were on hand to answer questions and provide explanations 
on the technical aspects of the Project. 
 
Like the other Open House events, this Open House was attended by a broad cross-section of Maui residents and 
stakeholders. Attendees included local West Maui residents (including Kahana Ridge residents), members and 
representatives from CORAL, Ridge 2 Reef, WMPA; representatives from Maui Hotel & Lodging Association and 
Maui Economic Development Board, representatives from Maui Electric; as well as other contractors and service 
providers.  
 
Comments and questions posed by the public at the Public Open House included the following: 

• How does the BESS battery system address extended weather situations where Sunlight is unavailable 
during hurricanes? 

• Would you consider supplemental Diesel generators or Hydrogen PEM Fuel Cells? 
• Thank You! 
• Blue Ion has Phosphorus Lithium Ion with zero thermal runaway, 8000 cycles. What is the lifecycle of the 

batteries used and at what percent are they replaced during the PPA to Maintain 4 hour BESS 
requirements of subscriber organization? 

• Mahalos 
• Good evening, thanks for joining us tonight. If you have a question for any of the presenters please send 

it to me here, in the Chat box, and address it to the Host and I'll make sure the panelists get your question. 
• If you have a question for any of the presenters please send it to me here, in the Chat box, and address it 

to the Host and I'll make sure the panelists get your question. 
• If you have a question for any of the presenters please send it to me here, in the Chat box, and address it 

to the Host and I'll make sure the panelists get your question. 
• If you have a question for any of the presenters please send it to me here, in the Chat box, and address it 

to the Host and I'll make sure the panelists get your question. 
• great job, gang! 

 
 
9 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20201210-
0331-1.mp4  

https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20201210-0331-1.mp4
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20201210-0331-1.mp4


KAHANA SOLAR LLC Consultation Report  
Kahana Solar Project Community Outreach & Engagement 

  

January 2022  19 

• Mahalo nui. Nice Presentation. Take care. 
• Hi, thank you for your time and effort in putting this presentation on. I joined a little late, will the slides 

be available to review later? 
• This might be a silly question, but do solar panels come in any other colors? I'm kind of chuckling as I write 

this. I've never seen it, but who knows, maybe it does exist. 
• Is there temperature monitoring or some type of alarms that will notify the utility if the bat-teries are 

overheating? 
• Thank you for the presentation and for the time from the presenters, especially those joiner from later 

time zones. 
• What is the expected total project cost or investment? Would you repeat the negotiated fixed $/kwH rate 

again. 
• How do we speak with other atrtendees? 
• attendees? 
• will teh solar panels degrade over time 
• is it impossable for these systesm to start a fire? 
• If a battery cought fire and that fire escaped it inclosure how would that fire be managed? 
• Have there been previous battery fires in Hawaii? If so, did Innergex review any "lessons learned" from 

said fire and incorporate into their dersign? 
• What about fire suppression? 
• I have a question 
• Typing 
• You mentioned explosive gasses during a fire. Would these gases be toxic? What would the be? 
• Thank you 

 
Questions were answered during the Public Open House by members of the Project team.  This meeting was 
recorded and is available for viewing at the Project website. 10 The presentation materials are also on the Project 
website. After the Open House meeting, Kahana Solar sent, via email, links to the recordings and presentations 
and invited other comments, questions and advice about the Project. 
 

4.3. One-on-One and Small Group In-person Interviews 
Kahana Solar has conducted a total of 76 one-on-one and small group in-person interviews through local 
consulting and community relations firm Skog Rasmussen LLC, which was retained in March 2019 to assist the 
Kahana Solar with its Maui community outreach and engagement efforts.  Interviews began in June 2020 and 
continued into Spring 2021.  The firm has conducted interviews with key stakeholders such as representatives 
from West Maui businesses, community non-profit organizations, cultural and environmental stewardship 
organizations, schools, as well as residents across West Maui neighborhoods including the Kahana Ridge 
residential community, which is the closest subdivision to the Project area approximately 1.4-miles away.  Each 
interview was approximately one to two hours in length.  The outreach completed to date also includes an Agri-
voltaic Focus Group with area farmers (refer to the Agricultural Assessment Report), a focus group with hospitality 
and hotel workers, and sessions with high school students. 
 
The purpose of the interviews was to listen to the community concerns and perceptions about energy and the 
Kahana Solar Project, solicit input on the proposed Project, understand prevalent themes from the inputs, and 
capture advice for the Project.  In total, these interviews have involved more than 100 hours of community 

 
 
10 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20210331-0330-1.mp4  

https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Kahana-Solar-Virtual-Open-House-20210331-0330-1.mp4
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outreach.  A copy of the “2020-2021 Community Interviews:  Findings and Recommendations” is included as 
Appendix G and is available on the Project website.   
 
Overall, Skog Rasmussen found wide support for the Kahana Solar Project. Many of those interviewed were aware 
of Hawaii's renewable energy goal of 100% renewable energy generation by 2045. Many had residential solar 
installations and recognized the significant financial and environmental benefits that they provide. Most, if not all, 
were supportive of seeking the renewable energy goal, but with caveats. The interviewees shared that the 
following should be taken into consideration when developing a solar project: 

• Seeking Sustainability and Resilience 
• Site Selection Considerations 
• Views and the Influence of the Kuia Solar Project 
• Hope and Skepticism on Electricity Cost Reductions 
• Earning the Community’s Trust 
• Conducting Outreach, Building Awareness 
• Endorsements and Cautions 
• Trade-off Perspectives 

 
Information on these topics was shared with the interviewees, and Kahana Solar and Skog Rasmussen continued 
outreach to inform the public about Kahana Solar’s plans to address these issues. 
 

4.4. Meetings with Community Members and Organizations 
Kahana Solar has also engaged in extensive outreach and engagement efforts with community members and 
organizations by attending, speaking at and/or hosting meeting (virtually or in-person following COVID-19 
restrictions and best practices guidelines). 
 
A summary of the dates and community outreach and engagement activities (Open Houses, one-on-one or small 
group interviews, and/or community members or organization meetings) completed by Kahana Solar and its 
consultants is provided below. 
 
To date, Kahana Solar and its consultants have completed approximately one hundred such outreach and 
engagement activities involving more than 150 hours of community outreach and engagement for the Project. 
Kahana Solar is continuing to engage the community and will hold additional Open Houses and meetings. We will 
continue to refine the Project to take commercially reasonable feedback into account, continue to share our 
studies, provide updated design layouts, and share with the community and solicit their feedback. 
 

DATE STAKEHOLDER/ORGANIZATION  

February 4, 2020 President, Maui Grown Coffee 

March 9, 2020 President, Maui Grown Coffee and Poʻo Representative, Aha Moku Kaanapali 

June 8, 2020 General Manager, Kaanapali Beach Hotel (former Maui County Councilmember; 
former State Representative) 

June 18, 2020 Member, West Maui Community Plan Advisory Committee; West Maui Preservation 
Association (WMPA) 

June 22, 2020 Management Coordinator, West Maui Ridge to Reef Initiative 

June 24, 2020 Councilmember Tamara Paltin, Maui County Council 
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DATE STAKEHOLDER/ORGANIZATION  

June 26, 2020 Focus Group, Kaanapali Beach Hotel Staff (7 participants) 

June 26, 2020 Member, Lahaina Town Action Committee and Kahana resident (Ka Ipu Kukui Fellow 
and Maui County Council Candidate, and Maui Resort Realty (vacation rentals) - 
formerly with Haleakala Solar) 

June 26, 2020 Member, Lahaina Town Action Committee and Mahinahina resident 

June 26, 2020 Kahana resident 

June 26, 2020 President, Kaanapali Operations Association 

June 26, 2020 Member, West Maui Community Plan Advisory Committee (Planner, Pacific Rim Land; 
formerly with Munekiyo Hiraga; Ka Ipu Kukui Fellow) 

July 3, 2020 West Maui Greenway Alliance 

July 3, 2020 Former Maui Land & Pineapple (MLP) employee 

July 7, 2020 Virtual Public Open House – HECO RFP11 

July 10, 2020 Honokawi resident 

July 14, 2020 President, Maui Chamber of Commerce 

July 20, 2020 Retiree, West Maui community advocate 

July 21, 2020 West Maui business owner, RideSmart Maui Electric Bikes 

July 22, 2020 Members, Lahaina Town Action Committee (all are in management of businesses in 
West Maui) 

July 23, 2020 West Maui business owner (former Vice President, Maui Ku’ia Estate Chocolate; 
entrepreneur; active parent – Maui Preparatory Academy) 

July 28, 2020 Citizen Representative, West Maui Community Plan Citizens Advisory Committee 

July 29, 2020 Members, Lahaina Restoration Foundation Board (including former Executive 
Director, Lahaina Town Action Committee and former Cultural Advisor, Kaanapali 
Beach Hotel) 

July 29, 2020 President, Maui Cultural Lands and intern 

July 29, 2020 Former MLP employee and Associate Director of West Maui Soil & Water 
Conservation District and West Maui Forest Preserve – West Maui 

August 6, 2020 Kaanapali resident and business owner 

August 7, 2020 Site Visit with Native Hawaiian descendants/owners of properties neighboring the 
solar site (11) - Paki Ohana, Kaimikaua Ohana, Aha Moku o Maui, Lahaina Moku 
representative 

 
 
11 The July 7, 2020 virtual public Open House was attended by a broad cross-section of Maui residents and stakeholders.  Attendees included 
local residents of West Maui; members and representatives from the Commission, the Hawaii State Energy Office, the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands, and Sierra Club-Maui Chapter; a representative from Maui County (the Energy Commissioner); representatives from 
Maui Electric ; as well as other contractors and service providers. 
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DATE STAKEHOLDER/ORGANIZATION  

August 11, 2020 Members, West Maui Taxpayers Association 

August 18, 2020 Lahaina resident 

August 24, 2020 Resident in Lahaina; member, Maui County Cultural Commission 

August 25, 2020 Kapalua Airport: Maui District Manager and DOT Airport Planning Staff   

August 25, 2020 Lahaina resident 

August 27, 2020 Retiree; member, West Maui Community Plan Advisory Committee 

September 9, 2020 West Maui resident and retired teacher, board member of Lahaina Restoration 
Foundation 

September 10, 2020 Board members, West Maui Ridge to Reef Initiative  

September 14, 2020 Kapalua resident and school board member 

September 15, 2020 Attorneys representing West Maui Preservation Association 

September 15, 2020 Program Manager, Mauna Kahalawai (West Maui Mountains Watershed Partnership) 

September 17, 2020 Engineer, Maui County Department of Public Works 

September 21, 2020 Honokawai resident and school 

September 21, 2020 President, Kahana Ridge Homeowners Association  

September 22, 2020 West Maui resident and county administrator 

September 29, 2020 Resilience Officer, County of Maui Office of Climate Action, Sustainability, and 
Resiliency, Resilience Officer 

October 1, 2020 West Maui resident and business owner 

October 6, 2020 Members, Rotary Club of Lahaina (presentation at weekly meeting) 

October 6, 2020 Attended West Maui Ridge to Reef Silver Lining of the Pandemic – Water Quality & 
Coral Reef Health 

October 8, 2020 Maui and Lana‘i Island Burial Council 

October 9, 2020 University of Hawaii Maui College: Chancellor; Director - Extended Learning and 
Workforce Development; Program Coordinator - Sustainable Living Institute of Maui 

October 14, 2020 Kapalua resident, real estate broker 

October 14, 2020 Attended West Maui Ridge to Reef “Using Technology for better natural resource 
protection:  Community role and outcomes of supporting DOCARE officer response in 
West Maui” 

October 19, 2020 Site visit with multidiscipline consultants led by former MLP employee and Associate 
Director of West Maui Soil & Water Conservation District 

October 19, 2020 Attended Maui County Water, Infrastructure, and Transportation Committee – 
Hawaiian Electric, Clean Energy Investment in Hawaii (WIT-104) 
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DATE STAKEHOLDER/ORGANIZATION  

October 20, 2020 Attended Hawaiian Electric’s “Bringing More Renewable Energy to Maui” Virtual 
Community Meeting  

October 21, 2020 Planners, Maui County Planning Department 

October 27, 2020 President, Lahaina-Honolua Senior Citizens 

October 27, 2020 Kahana Ridge resident and retiree 

October 28, 2020 Attended West Maui Ridge 2 Reef “Who pledges to protect the ocean?” 

October 29, 2020 West Maui restauranteur and homeowner 

November 2, 2020 West Maui Community Plan Citizens Advisory Council - County Staff - Senior Planner 
and Planner Supervisor 

November 3, 2020 Kapalua resident and member, Lahainaluna High School Foundation 

November 4, 2020 Program Manager – Maui, Coral Reef Alliance 

November 17, 2020 Farmers Focus Group (Agrivoltaic Workshop): independent farmer; Maui Grown 
Coffee; Hua Momona Farms; Maui Kuia Chocolate; former Maui Pineapple Company, 
Ltd. employee 

November 24, 2020 Cultural advisor 

December 2, 2020 West Maui resident and school administrator  

December 9, 2020 Virtual Public Open House – Present the Preliminary Archaeological and 
Environmental Study Results12 

December 10, 2020 President, Lahainaluna High School Foundation 

December 10, 2020 West Maui resident and student 

December 10, 2020 West Maui resident and student 

December 17, 2020 Program Manager – Maui, Coral Reef Alliance 

January 5, 2021 Livestock Specialist, UH of Manoa College of Tropical Agriculture and Human 
Resources 

January 12, 2021 Kahana Ridge resident and teacher 

January 13, 2021 Site visit with Livestock Specialist, UH of Manoa College of Tropical Agriculture and 
Human Resources and former MLP employee and Associate Director of West Maui 
Soil & Water Conservation District 

January 26, 2021 Lahaina resident and teacher 

January 26, 2021 Lahaina resident and county worker 

 
 
12 The December 9, 2020 virtual public Open House was attended by a broad cross-section of Maui residents and stakeholders.  
Attendees included local West Maui residents, members and representatives from CORAL, Lahaina Restoration Foundation, West Maui 
Ridge to Reef, West Maui Preservation Association; representatives from the Aha Moku Kaanapali and Paki Ohana; West Maui district 
Councilwoman Tamara Paltin; a representative from the Mayor’s office; and UH Maui College staff; representatives from Maui Electric; as 
well as other contractors and service providers.  
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DATE STAKEHOLDER/ORGANIZATION  

January 26, 2021 Lahaina resident and county worker 

February 6, 2021 Site Visit with Native Hawaiian descendants/owners of properties neighboring the 
solar site (6) - Paki Ohana representatives 

February 11, 2021 Executive Director, Lahainaluna High School Foundation 

February 17, 2021 Board members and attorneys, West Maui Preservation Association 

March 10, 2021 Councilmember Tamara Paltin, Maui County Council 

March 15, 2021 Native Hawaiian descendant/owner of neighboring property 

March 16, 2021 Maui Tomorrow Energy Committee 

March 20, 2021 Site Visit with Native Hawaiian descendant (1) - Paki Ohana representative (site tour 
of project area and adjacent parcels) 

March 21, 2021 Kahana resident (Ala Hoku Place) 

March 30, 2021 Virtual Public Open House – Present the Design Update Based on Archaeological and 
Environmental Study Results13 

April 1, 2021 Drainage assessment site visit: 
Program Manager, Ridge 2 Reef; Program Manager, Coral Reef Alliance; former MLP 
employee and Associate Director of SWCD 

April 1, 2021 Lahaina resident and professional engineer 

April 6, 2021 President, Napili Kai Foundation 

April 8, 2021 West Maui resident and school administrator 

April 9, 2021 University of Hawaii CTAHR 4H Program Administrator  

April 14, 2021 University of Hawaii CTAHR 4H Program Administrator 

April 15, 2021 Native Hawaiian descendant and West Maui resident 

April 15, 2021 West Maui resident and school administrator 

April 15, 2021 Lahaina resident and student 

April 15, 2021 Napili resident and student 

April 15, 2021 Kahana resident and student 

April 16, 2021 West Maui resident, community nonprofit organization staff member 

April 16, 2021 Chief Energy Officer and staff, Hawaii State Energy Office 

May 16, 2021 Program Manager – Maui, Coral Reef Alliance 

 
 
13 The March 30, 2021 virtual public Open House was attended by a broad cross-section of Maui residents and stakeholders.  Attendees 
included local West Maui residents (including Kahana Ridge residents), members and representatives from CORAL, West Maui Ridge 2 
Reef, West Maui Preservation Association; representatives from Maui Hotel & Lodging Association and Maui Economic Development 
Board; representatives from Maui Electric; as well as other contractors and service providers. 
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DATE STAKEHOLDER/ORGANIZATION  

August 3, 2021 Cultural Advisor 

August 9, 2021 Pu‘u Kukui Watershed Preserve 

September 13, 2021 Pu‘u Kukui Watershed Preserve 

September 14-15, 
2021 

PUC Evidentiary Hearing 

October 7, 2021 County of Maui’s Cultural Resource Committee 

October 13, 2021 Napili Kai Foundation  

October 26, 2021 Lahainaluna High School Foundation 

October 28, 2021 Maui Cultural Lands 

October 28, 2021 Hawaii Community Foundation-Maui County 
 

4.4.1. Issues Tracking Table 
Kahana Solar recorded all issues and concerns raised by the public through the RFP public comment period 
(November 1 – 30, 2018) in an Issues Tracking Table (ITT) and has been updating it as written public comments 
are received.  As community issues are submitted, the information is logged, tracked and distributed to the 
appropriate Innergex team member and representatives who can make decisions on refinements to the Project 
design, technical studies, or construction and operation of the Project.  Feedback, whether technical, 
environmental, socio-cultural, or political, is vital to the success of the Project as we refine the Project.  The ITT 
allows Kahana Solar to track its response, change and/or develop actions based off of written public comment 
received.  Depending on the nature of the issue or concern, Kahana Solar can address the issue right away by 
sharing readily available company, Project or industry related material, confirm if a technical study for the Project 
is going to be completed or if a design consideration can be assessed then share the report and/or results once 
available either through an email/letter, meeting, public open house, or Project update, etc.  The ITT can also be 
used to support regulatory review processes, such as this one, as a communication tool that summarizes what we 
heard and what we did. 
 
A summary of the public comments on the proposed Project including preliminary design layout and potential 
effects from construction and operations of the proposed Project include: 

• Project Layout 
• Project Alternatives 
• Visual Impacts 
• Glare 
• Traffic 
• Electric & Magnetic Fields 
• Heat Island 
• Decommissioning 
• Use of Local Labor  
• Property Value 

 

• Rates/Price Impacts 
• Project Location 
• Greenhouse Gases 
• Runoff 
• Vegetation Management, Biological 

Resources 
• Cultural 
• Community Outreach Plan 
• Community Benefits 

 

The Issues Tracking Table has since been updated to include the latest available information (see Appendix H). 
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4.4.2. Project Opposition/Support 

4.4.2.1. Project Opposition 
There was some community opposition to the Project. West Maui Preservation Association (WMPA), a non-
profit organization that is dedicated to preserving, protecting and restoring the natural and cultural 
environment of West Maui including Land Conservation and educational activities related thereto. 
 
WMPA was participating in the Kahana Solar PUC docket. WMPA shared concerns about environmental, 
cultural, archaeological, visual/glare, property values, EMF, GHG, runoff, community benefits, and other issues. 
Appendix I contains correspondence between Kahana Solar and WMPA, including the February 17, 2021 
meeting summary.  All of these issues have been/are being addressed by Kahana Solar throughout the 
community outreach and engagement process, permit and approval processes, and in the PUC Docket. See 
Section 4.3 and Appendix H & I for Kahana Solar’ response, change and/or action to the concerns raised by 
WMPA.   
 
At the conclusion of the PUC Evidentiary Hearing, the Consumer Advocate, Maui Electric, Kahana Solar and 
WMAP completed a 30-day mediation process to resolve viewpoints on Kahana’s community benefits process, 
preference for a local workforce, and formalizing Kahana’s intent to decommission at the end of the life of the 
project. On October 15, 2021, after a productive mediation process, the involved parties came to an agreement 
that resolved the differing perspectives. See Appendix I for a copy of the Settlement Agreement. 
 

4.4.2.2. Project Support 
The feedback from Kahana Solar’s community outreach and engagement activities suggests that the West Maui 
and broader community of Maui island residents remain generally supportive of the Project.  Support has been 
expressed by residents of West Maui and the larger community of Maui as represented by the following 
statements.   
 
“Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and combating climate change is critical to our future. …we look forward to 
exploring opportunities to work with Innergex to preserve and protect the Pu‘u Kukui Watershed Preserve and 
the ahupua‘a…that surround the project site. The collaborative effort to ensure and provide renewable energy 

and water to the entire West Maui community and the greater community at large on Maui is exciting and 
vital.” - Pomaika‘i Kaniaupio-Crozier, Pu‘u Kukui Watershed Preserve & Makai conservation areas 

 
***** 

 
“It was such a pleasure to tune into your webex update last night and find that you had gone to lengths to 

incorporate the feedback that our various R2R partners had into your plans.  Thank you for your diligence and 
follow through.  At times this work can feel a little thankless since it is often that suggestions go into the ether 
and we never know if the message landed- mahalo for not only hearing the feedback, but then putting it into 
action!”  - Tova Callender, West Maui Watershed Program & Coastal Mg Coordinator, West Maui Ridge to 

Reef Initiative 
 

***** 
 

“Currently there are no other agrivoltaic projects on Maui, and we believe it will be of interest and inspiration to 
the students to fully understand the synergy of harvesting the sun for power while still producing livestock for 

food.” – Kyle C. Caires 
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***** 
 

“Though our efforts certainly contribute to Maui’s renewable energy program, they are somewhat limited as 
they only address the electrical needs of our individual resorts. The Kahana Solar project, on the other hand, will 

directly benefit the entire community of West Maui.” – Greg Nelson. 
 

***** 
 

“Their (Innergex) knowledge in building renewable energy projects in diverse communities around the globe 
make them equally suited to work in our multi-cultural environment with the sensitivity to navigate issues as the 

project progresses through the approval processes.” – Alan Arakawa, Former Mayor of County of Maui 
 

***** 
 

“Thus far the company seems to operate with integrity, not only for this project, but for any project it takes on.” 
– Audrey Cabrera 

 
***** 

 
“We need to make the changes to reduce our carbon foot print and this project proposed for the West side is a 

step in the right direction. – Lee Chamberlain 
 

***** 
 

“This is a very important project for West Maui and we both are fully behind it.” – Don and Arleen Gerbig 
 

***** 
 

“I was also happy to hear that the Project will be employing as many local construction workers as possible and 
will be hiring local people for the permanent operations’ positions once the project is completed.” – Jeri Dean 

 
***** 

 
“Siting for this project is unobtrusive being visually absent from homes in the area, it is probably the only spot in 
West Maui that this can be achieved and at the same time provide renewable energy with good energy storage 

to help compensate for the West Sides’ power needs when inclement weather or power loss from Central 
Maui’s generating plants.” – James ‘Kimo’ Falconer 

 
***** 

 
“We have also experienced Innergex’s commitment to giving back to the community first-hand through their 

membership with the Chamber and in support of our events, but it doesn’t stop there.” – Pamela Tumpap 
 

***** 
 

“This project as proposed will bring these lands, having been fallow for over a decade, back to productive use.” – 
Maui County Farm Bureau 
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***** 
 

“While we in Hawaii must regretfully also pursue “managed retreat" to deal with sea level rise, it is more 
important to replace all energy generation created by burning fuels to carbon-free energy, including solar, wind, 
and nuclear power. This solar project will be a critical step in our part of mitigating this crisis.” – Christopher R. 

Moylan 
 

***** 
 

“I found the information provided by the Innergex team regarding the project’s overview, layout, technical 
design, visual simulations, environmental studies, and archaeological surveys to be informative, thorough, 

convincing, clear, non-evasive, and trust-worthy.” – Krishna Narayan 
 

***** 
 

“I am happy to be supportive of this project.” – Virendra Nath 
 

***** 
 

“I strongly feel we need projects like this to assist in ensuring Hawaii reaches its 100% renewable goal by 2045.” 
– Snehal Patel 

 
***** 

 
“I believe that the Project will further reduce our personal and collective community consumption of fossil fuels, 

and therefore, support the Project.” – Leilani Pulmano 
 

***** 
 

“The project would make a significant contribution to achieving the State of Hawaii’s renewable energy goals, at 
competitive rates, on fallow agricultural land, and I strongly recommend its approval.” – Ravi Bugga 

 
***** 

 
“From the Innergex website, I was very happy to learn they are committed to being a part of our westside 

community and will be giving back to our community in various ways including educating our young, school-age 
children, through education and awareness and this is to be highly commended.” – Roy Sakamoto 

 
***** 

 
“The Kahana Solar PV project, being located closer to these customers/ratepayers, would help to stabilize power 

and improve power quality as the BESS system could help stabilize voltages, power factor, KVAR and other 
electrical characteristics which would benefit all ratepayers located near this project.” – Walter Enomoto 

 
***** 

 
“So, take one small step forward by approving this alternate energy source. It helps to give us a fighting chance 

at survival into the future.” – Wayne N. Hedani 
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***** 

 
“WMTA directors received a presentation on this project and we are in full support of it as a prudent way to 
lower the costs of electricity to Maui utility users who are currently paying the highest costs in the nation.” – 

Joseph D. Pluta, President, West Maui Taxpayers Association 
 

5. Project and Community Benefits 
5.1. Project Benefits 

The County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan: General Plan 2030 states  
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawai`i and Maui County reduce 
energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, 
and increase energy security by reducing imports.”  

 
The Kahana Solar Project will contribute to Maui’s renewable energy goals as called out in the Maui Island Plan 
and potentially offer benefits listed below: 

• Productive Use of Unproductive Land.  Maintaining large tracts of agricultural lands is a core value of 
Maui County residents, as evidenced by concerns expressed about the sale of the vast sugar cane lands, 
will fulfill the permitted purposes of lands under the agricultural lands designation. At the same time, 
the public acknowledges that farming on Maui is more difficult than ever with high costs of inputs, 
production, and shipping.  Most residents do recognize the need for these landowners to diversify in 
order to keep their large land holdings intact. Renewable energy development is a low impact way of 
accomplishing this. The project has benefitted from the advice of experienced West Side farmers and Dr. 
Kyle Caires of the University of Hawaii, College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resource regarding 
the Project’s dual agricultural use options (see Section 5.2 and the Agricultural Assessment Report for 
more information on the agricultural dual use plan for the Project). 
 

• Lower Cost, More Equitable, Stable-Priced Energy Feeding the Grid.  In the 2015 final report of the 
MPower Maui process which reached more than 400 residents, the more recent series of more than 50 
interviews conducted in preparation for the Paeahu Solar Project and over 70 interviews completed for 
Kahana Solar, residents emphasized that the cost of electricity as a prevalent concern. Projects like the 
Kahana Solar Project are intended to contribute to lowering electricity bills over the long term.  The 
proposed price is less than Maui Electric’s current cost of generating power with fossil fuel and the price 
will be fixed for 25 years.   

Many of those interviewed for the Paeahu Solar and Kahana Solar Projects also emphasized the desire 
for electricity rates to be equitable and lower for all ratepayers.  Even those who have installed PV 
systems on their residences were sensitive and concerned about residents who cannot afford rooftop 
PV systems and therefore benefit from the resulting reduction in electricity costs.  The savings being 
shared by everyone on the grid through the Kahana Solar Project is a positive response to this concern.  
 

• Solar Farm as a Firebreak.  One of the benefits of the project, with its planned, well-maintained buffers, 
is its role as a firebreak to lands in the area, given how vulnerable the West Maui region has proven to 
be during the most recent fires.  
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• Battery Energy Storage Systems Can Reduce Curtailment.  The previously publicized curtailment of 
other wind and solar projects on Maui has been viewed by residents as a waste of energy generation—
and investment—by the utility. These concerns underscore the importance of energy storage systems 
for projects like Kahana Solar in reducing curtailment. The stored power can be dispatched in the 
morning or evening—when rooftop solar is not available—can help meet demands of residents 
returning home to deal with dinner, baths, washing, and other tasks or during emergencies. 
 

• Experience and Capacity.  As a mature and experienced global company, Innergex brings necessary 
resources, capital, and expertise in the field of renewable solar energy. In addition, Innergex has a track 
record of working with indigenous and multi-cultural communities and shaping a win-win outcome with 
them.  As captured in its core values, Innergex engages with a community, not as a developer, but as a 
long-term community partner for the life of the project.  
 

• An Opportunity for Workforce and Local Business.  Throughout the life of the project, Innergex 
commits to using the local workforce and local companies wherever feasible, maximizing the investment 
in Maui. These opportunities provide invaluable experiences for workers and companies in an ever-
expanding energy sector in Hawaii. 
 

• A Clean Power Future with Less Vulnerability.  A great deal of concern exists among residents regarding 
Maui ’s vulnerability to external threats because of its reliance on imported fuel.  Harsh memories of 
shipping strikes, world oil prices, and geo-political forces stoke fears of the disruption these events could 
again cause to daily lives.  This is of particular concern in West Maui, which can become isolated due to 
limited transportation corridors from Central Maui.  Knowing that the sun is a readily available, reliable 
resource, Maui residents are supportive of the utility harnessing a renewable resource to improve the 
island’s energy stability and grid resiliency.   

 
5.2. Community Benefits 

 
Kahana Solar has committed to an array of community benefits. By way of background, the longstanding 
philosophy of Innergex and its project affiliates have been to develop and operate reliable, high-quality projects 
while respecting the environment and balancing the best interests of communities and partners. Innergex’s 
community engagement approach is a proactive and comprehensive one and adjusted to the respective regions 
its projects are located within. Forging long-term relationships and providing support to the communities that 
host or intend to host its projects remains a priority. This is facilitated through sharing information with relevant 
stakeholders, understanding local values and priorities, and discovering areas of mutual interest. Innergex places 
particular emphasis on being a good corporate citizen by contributing to the economic and social health of its 
project partners and communities, while aligning with its corporate values and strategic plan. Some of the areas 
of investment Innergex prioritizes are Environment and Sustainability, Education and Engagement, Health and 
Research, Community and Culture, and Indigenous projects. 
 
Through its community outreach and engagement approach on Maui and the community feedback received, 
Innergex came to recognize and understand the close-knit, nurturing bonds that have been formed by the 
physical remoteness of West Maui from the rest of Maui. This recognition combined with Innergex’s practice of 
tailoring relationships with the community to respect the special character and priorities of communities was 
foundational to choosing meaningful ways to give back to residents. 
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Innergex is committed to applying its expertise and resources for the good of the planet in actively addressing 
Maui’s unique challenges. The community benefits are intended to share Project benefits with the community 
over the long term and to recognize the value of the support from the local community for the Project.  
Guided by these community interviews14 and in keeping with what we presented to the PUC, we are committing 
to $1.375 million in community giving over the 25-year life of the Project, which breaks down to $55,000 per 
year during the Project’s commercial operations. More specifically, our commitment will support: 
 
Environmental Stewardship & Cultural Preservation Programs. West Maui residents live, work, and play with 
the ocean as a backdrop on one side and Mauna Kahalawai on the other. Ocean recreation activities, whether 
fishing, boating, surfing, paddling, sailing, and protection of the reefs and the mountains are extraordinarily 
important to the residents. In addition, the cultural sensitivities surrounding caring for the land are priorities for 
many. 

• Dedicated Funding to the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve. The Preserve provides numerous 
conservation benefits to the local community. The Preserve is the largest private nature preserve in the 
state of Hawaii, extending across more than 8,000 acres from mauka to makai on Maui’s West side. It is 
home to some of the rarest endangered flora and fauna in the islands and is a vital water source for 
Maui’s community. The Preserve incorporates the “ancestral wisdom of Hawaiian elders [which] has 
been laid as the foundation for conservation efforts in the preserve; providing a culturally sensitive and 
informed approach to managing the thriving native ecosystem of Pu’u Kukui.” Conservation actions at 
the Preserve include non-native invasive species control, weed control, monitoring, research and 
protecting rare species. In addition, the Preserve provides a vital water source for Maui’s community. 
Overall, providing financial support to Pu’u Kukui aligns with the community’s vision of environmental 
stewardship that was shared in the interview process and with Innergex principle of protection of the 
environment and the responsible development of natural resources. 
 

• Annual Support to West Maui Cultural Organizations. Resident sentiment expressed in outreach 
interviews underscore that culture and the environment inextricably intertwine. Informed by that 
feedback, the benefit package was broadened to support cultural organizations that promote cultural 
education and/or environmental preservation programs and, specifically the Honokōwai Valley project 
of Maui Cultural Lands and the Nāpili Kai Foundation program to perpetuate the Hawaiian culture. 
 

• Partnering with CORAL on Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs). Community comments 
regarding drainage and runoff potential was acknowledged early on. Informed by that feedback, Kahana 
Solar consulted with CORAL, Ridge 2 Reef, and a former MLP employee (who worked in the area for 
decades and who serves as the current Associate Director of the West Maui Soil and Water Conservation 
District), to hear about their ongoing efforts to restore the natural functions of the watershed and to 
reduce sediment runoff during storm events. In our desire to design and operate an environmentally 
responsible project we collaborated with local organizations to minimize stormwater runoff through 
incorporation of low impact design techniques and setback buffers to help keep the landscape minimally 
changed by the project. To help support these ongoing efforts to mitigate stormwater runoff, support 

 
 
14 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020-2021-Community-Interviews-Findings-and-Recommendations.pdf  

https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020-2021-Community-Interviews-Findings-and-Recommendations.pdf
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native ecosystem function, and to help address the cultural integrity of the site, planting of cultural and 
native species will occur in key locations along the gulch edges. 

Education and Capacity Building. The West Maui community has formed an emotional tie and allegiance with 
its historic public and private schools. The pride and depth of community support for the schools manifested 
itself in almost every interview conducted. The geographical isolation of West Maui has contributed to the bond 
between the community and its schools, both public and private. Many of the schools do not have adequate 
resources or opportunities for students. The project is seen as a source of inspiration to the children of West 
Maui and represents a future and range of careers that children could aspire to. In response to the extensive, 
deep-rooted support from West Maui residents, Innergex broadened its grant program to contribute to the 
following. 

• Annual Grant to Support Education and Training. The grant will support education and training of West 
Maui students at Lahainaluna High School (directly, or through the Lahainaluna High School Foundation) 
and/or the University of Hawaii Maui College to advance renewable energy and environmental 
stewardship training.  Eligible initiatives may include vocational programs, mentoring, internships, 
professional development to teachers, equipment purchases, enabling participation in existing 
programs, leadership development, and other opportunities that expand student horizons. 
 

• Innergex as an Education Resource. Innergex will continue to serve as a resource and role model for 
engaging intermediate, high school, and college students in exploring career paths of interest or not 
previously considered. 

Agrivoltaics – Compatible Agriculture & Sustainable Energy Practices. In conjunction with the agrivoltaic plan, 
consultation with 4-H within the University of Hawaii College of Tropical Agriculture to incorporate 4-H learning 
activities on site.  The outreach could teach 4-H students about solar as a clean energy solution and ways in 
which agriculture activities can co-exist on the site. 

• In partnership with Caires Farms, the Applicant is providing support for a dual use plan for sheep grazing 
at the Project.  In addition to supporting the production of lambs for market, the proposed sheep/lamb 
operation would provide an opportunity to provide market lambs to youth involved in the Maui 4-H 
Livestock Program and Future Farmers of America as well as show students first-hand how an 
agriculture operation can work within solar arrays. 

 
Support for Community Events and Organizations.  West Maui has many long-standing, reputable nonprofit 
organizations that carry out a diverse set of missions and services. Some engage in teaching about Lahaina’s rich 
history as the Capital of Hawaii and perpetuating the cultural values and practices of the host culture, some 
provide much needed social services, some work to strengthen local businesses, others provide services and 
classes to senior citizens and youth, and yet others help disadvantaged members of the community. Many of 
these organizations also produce popular events for the community such as David Malo Day, Halloween 
celebration, King Kamehameha Day Parade, and the Sacred Hearts Bazaar 

• Grants administered by Hawaii Community Foundation. An annual grantmaking program to support 
events and organizations in West Maui that aligns with Innergex’s core values around long-term 
sustainable development that balances People, our Planet, and Prosperity. It will be administered by 
Hawaii Community Foundation.   
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• Sponsorships. Opportunities abound within West Maui’s non-profit sector and its year-round schedule 
of festivals, events, conferences, fundraisers, and other programs. Kahana Solar is committed to 
annually evaluating sponsorships to provide aid support to these community-led causes. 

 
• Memberships. As a member in community organizations, Kahana Solar would have the opportunity to 

participate in specific programs that support the missions of the organizations and help to advance 
mutually held values and goals, in addition to sharing Innergex’s expertise in helping to solve the needs 
related to each organization’s missions and goals. Innergex currently holds memberships in several 
organizations related to this project, including but not limited to:  Hawaii Farm Bureau, Lahaina Town 
Action Committee, Lahaina Restoration Foundation, Maui Chamber of Commerce, Maui Economic 
Development Board, Maui Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce, West Maui Taxpayers Association,. 

Local Employment and Contracting. To date, Kahana Solar has been procuring goods and services from local 
business and will continue to give preference to hiring local residents, consultants, businesses, and contractors 
throughout the development, construction, and operation phases of the Project which a significant majority of 
the project hours being paid at the prevailing wage equivalent.  
 
Achieving State and County Goals for Renewable Energy.  Overall, the Project’s primary community benefit will 
be its contribution to Maui’s renewable energy goals as called out in the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030 
as “renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy 
costs, avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase 
energy security by reducing imports.” One key advantage of utility scale solar projects with battery energy 
storage systems is that it benefits all customers connected to the Maui Electric grid (residential, commercial, 
industrial), not just those who can afford a solar installation. The price of the Project’s solar plus battery energy 
storage is among the lowest to date for renewable energy in the state and is cheaper than the cost of traditional 
fossil fuel generation. It will help reduce Hawaii’s overdependence on oil and vulnerability to volatile oil prices.  
One of several awarded by Maui Electric to achieve Hawaii’s 100% renewable energy goal, the Project: 

o provides Maui Electric with flexible, semi-dispatchable renewable energy at a fixed price for 25 years 
o provides enough electricity to power the equivalent of 11,600 homes 
o will provide West Maui with stored renewable generation and improve grid stability 
o will displace about 2,160,872 barrels of fossil fuel over the 25-year life of the project 
o will reduce an estimated 754,510 net metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions over the life of the 

project  
o will result in a reduction of Maui Electric’s revenue requirement over the 25-year contract term of 

$38,392,650 - these savings will result in bill savings to the customers over the 25-year term of the PPA 
o will help replace the power of the 38 MW oil-fired Kahului Power Plant due to close in 2024  
o is scheduled to be operational by the end of 2023 
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Figure 1 – Preliminary Project Overview  
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Figure 2 – Updated Project Layout   
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Appendix A – Community Outreach and Engagement Plan 
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Note to readers: This plan is considered a guiding document that can change over time in order 
to ensure that the communities around the proposed project site are properly engaged. We will 
adjust our approach and plan based on community feedback along the way. We welcome 
guidance and input from members of the community on how to best engage with them. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

 
On August 22, 2019, the Maui Electric Company (MECO) formally began the search for 
additional variable, renewable, and dispatchable generation projects and energy storage projects 
for the island of Maui. MECO is seeking 295,000 megawatt hours (MWh) annually.  Innergex 
Renewable Development USA, LLC. (Innergex), a wholly owned subsidiary of Innergex 
Renewable Energy Inc., is proposing the Kahana Solar Project (the Project) in response to 
MECO’s procurement. 
 
Obtaining community support is critical to a project’s viability and success. That support is the 
ultimate result of building a relationship between the project team and individuals and groups in 
the community.  It is built on a spirit of listening to the values and priorities of residents as the 
project looks for win-win opportunities.  This relationship, based on mutual respect, is a process 
carefully nurtured and protected.  This plan is based on these fundamentals. 
 
Every community that hosts one of Innergex’s projects is unique and Innergex always tries to 
adapt to each location’s individual needs. Creating lasting bonds of trust between people is at the 
core of our development strategy and Innergex is proud of the numerous and long-term 
relationships it has built with indigenous and rural communities across Canada. 

 
This community engagement plan is designed to build trust in the community for Innergex and 
the proposed Kahana Solar Project.  The plan proposes to meet a series of community and 
communication objectives centered on creating opportunities for the community to obtain 
information on the proposed project which will empower them to provide critical input and 
perspectives on it.  These exchanges will enable the project to balance socio-cultural 
considerations with environmental and technical parameters as it evolves.  

 
Innergex has already begun outreach activities for the Kahana Solar Project.  As such, the 

mandatory public meeting described in Section 5.3 of the RFP will actually be the culmination of 

the first round of engagement activities, not the beginning of it.  It expands upon the formal 

consultative requirements of the county, state, and federal regulatory permitting and approval 

processes.   

 

Throughout the RFP and regulatory processes, Innergex will add to its initial conversations with 
the local community, including community associations; state and county government 
administrators and elected officials; environmental and conservation groups; native Hawaiian 
and other cultural interests; and local businesses.  Dialogue with organizations will also be 
initiated through this plan with the intent of understanding how their interests may be impacted 
and/or improved by the proposed project.  
 
As importantly, outreach and communications will go beyond already established groups and 
will incorporate one-on-one engagement sessions that enables the project team to hear from 
residents whose views are not captured by meetings with established groups.  Prior experiences 
have underscored that these more individualized exchanges provide an avenue for input to those 
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who may be intimidated by large gatherings.  These also foster rich, unfettered input from the 
residents as well as an opportunity to answer specific questions about the project.  

 
Initial materials such as a Fact Sheet and FAQ will be developed to support Innergex’s 
community engagement efforts.  As planning continues, these tools will be updated and reissued 
to keep the community informed and to invite continuous feedback.  A Community Feedback 
document will be developed that details how community input has influenced the development 
and siting of the project.  The plan will incorporate traditional news media, new communication 
channels, and other community resources to augment information sharing, accuracy, and 
accessibility about and to the project.  As the project moves through the regulatory processes, a 
regularly issued project update notices will be developed and published to keep readers informed 
on the project’s progress. 

 
Innergex will regularly assess its outreach strategies with the assistance of local partners and 
residents and adjust them for greatest effectiveness and relevance with stakeholders.   
 
 

B. PROPOSED SOLAR AND ENERGY STORAGE PROJECT CONCEPT 

The Kahana Solar Project site is on land, formerly dedicated to growing pineapple until 2009, 
owned by Maui Land and Pineapple (MLP). It is located 1.4 miles mauka (mountainside) from 
the Kapalua Airport in Napili-Honokowai on Maui, Hawaii. The project's TMK is (2) 4-3-
001:017 and interconnection will be through Lahaina #2 Mauka to Napili Circuit. 
 
The conceptual design of the Kahana Solar Project is for a 20 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) 
system coupled with a four-hour, 20 MW (80 MWh) battery energy storage system.  The Project 
would consist of solar fields (possibly separated by 1 – 2 narrow valleys) with arrays of 
photovoltaic panels that will be arranged in rows on fixed tilt or single-axis tracking foundations.  
Other equipment on site would include inverters, conduits, battery energy storage system, 
transformer(s), overhead and buried conduits, and onsite collection lines.  The Project location 
and preliminary project layout is depicted in the enclosed Figure. 
 
Access to the Project area would be via existing agricultural roads that have existing driveway 
access off Akahele Street and Honoapi’ilani Highway. 

 
Innergex submitted the Kahana Solar Project proposal as part of the MECO competitive RFP 
process on November 5, 2019.  The Project was selected to be in the Final Award Group in May 
2020 and is in the process of negotiating a power purchase agreement.  Innergex anticipates 
completing construction (12 months) and beginning operations of the project by the end of 
2023.  
 
This project is in the early development proposal stage.  A preliminary desktop assessment of 
the Project has been completed which looks at the existing environmental and archaeological/ 
cultural resources at the project area and identifies regulatory requirements, issues, constraints, 
and limitations as they relate to the project. Detailed archaeological, cultural, environmental and 
technical studies will commence in 2020. A preliminary layout for the proposed project has been 
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prepared (see Figure) and will be presented to the local community for feedback as described in 
this plan and modified where commercially feasible and possible to respond to that feedback. 
 

 

C. COMMUNITY SCOPING AND PROJECT BENEFITS  

 

The County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan: General Plan 2030 states  

 

“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawai`i 

and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of 

volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security 

by reducing imports.”  
 

The Kahana Solar Project will contribute to Maui’s renewable energy goals as called out in the 

Maui Island Plan and potentially offer benefits listed below: 

 

• Productive Use of Unproductive Land.  Maintaining large tracts of agricultural lands is a 

core value of Maui County residents, as evidenced by concerns expressed about the sale of 

the vast sugar cane lands of HC&S/A&B and the hope that the new owner, Mahi Pono, will 

fulfill the permitted purposes of lands under the agricultural lands designation. At the same 

time, the public acknowledges that farming on Maui is more difficult than ever with high 

costs of inputs, production, and shipping.  Most residents do recognize the need for these 

landowners to diversify in order to keep their large land holdings intact. Renewable energy 

development is a low impact way of accomplishing this. 

 

• Lower Cost, More Equitable, Stable-Priced Energy Feeding the Grid.  In the 2015 

final report of the MPower Maui1 process and the more recent series of more than 50 

interviews conducted in preparation for the Paeahu Solar Project, residents emphasized that 

the cost of electricity is a prevalent concern. Projects like the Kahana Solar Project are 

intended to contribute to lowering electricity bills over the long term.  The proposed price is 

less than Maui Electric’s current cost of generating power with fossil fuel and the price will 

be fixed for 25 years.   

 

Those interviewed for the Paeahu Solar Project also emphasized the desire for electricity 

rates to be equitable and lower for all ratepayers.  Even those who have installed PV systems 

on their residences were sensitive and concerned about residents who cannot afford rooftop 

PV systems and therefore benefit from the resulting reduction in electricity costs.  The 

savings being shared by everyone on the grid through the Kahana Solar Project is a positive 

response to this concern.  

 
1 In May 2015, Maui Economic Development Board led a community engagement project called MPower Maui, An Energy Conversation.  

The project reached 435 residents through 43 small group sessions in a 30-day period.   
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• Solar Farm as a Firebreak.  One of the benefits of the project, with its planned, well-

maintained buffers, is its role as a firebreak to lands in the area, given how vulnerable the 

West Maui region has proven to be during the most recent fires.  

 

• Battery Energy Storage Systems Can Reduce Curtailment.  The recently publicized 

curtailment of other wind and solar projects on Maui has been viewed by residents as a 

waste of energy generation—and investment—by the utility. These concerns underscore the 

importance of energy storage systems for projects like Kahana Solar in reducing curtailment. 

The stored power can be dispatched in the morning or evening—when rooftop solar is not 

available—can help meet demands of residents returning home to deal with dinner, baths, 

washing, and other tasks or during emergencies. 

 

• Experience and Capacity.  As a mature and experienced global company, Innergex brings 

necessary resources, capital, and expertise in the field of renewable solar energy. In addition, 

Innergex has a track record of working with indigenous and multi-cultural communities and 

shaping a win-win outcome with them.  As captured in its core values, Innergex engages 

with a community, not as a developer, but as a long-term community partner for the life of 

the project.  

 

• An Opportunity for Workforce and Local Business.  Throughout the life of the project, 

Innergex commits to using the local workforce and local companies wherever feasible, 

maximizing the investment in Maui. These opportunities provide invaluable experiences for 

workers and companies in an ever-expanding energy sector in Hawaii. 

 

• A Clean Power Future with Less Vulnerability.  A great deal of concern exists among 

residents regarding Maui ’s vulnerability to external threats because of its reliance on 

imported fuel.  Harsh memories of shipping strikes, world oil prices, and geo-political forces 

stoke fears of the disruption these events could again cause to daily lives.  This is of 

particular concern in West Maui, which can become isolated due to limited transportation 

corridors from Central Maui.  Knowing that the sun is a readily available, reliable resource, 

Maui residents are supportive of the utility harnessing a renewable resource to improve the 

island’s energy stability and grid resiliency.   
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D. COMMUNITY BENEFITS  

 

Innergex’s core values lend themselves to weaving its strengths into the fabric of Maui and doing 

so in ways that include and also go beyond monetary investments to organizations or causes. 

The development of the Kahana Solar Project is designed to meet company goals and advance 

the well-being of Maui’s residents. In developing the proposed community benefit package, 

Innergex looked beyond the boundaries of the project and the basic requirements of the RFP as 

it becomes a new neighbor in the West Maui community.   

 

Innergex is committed to applying its expertise, resources, and dedication to the good of the 

planet in actively addressing Maui’s unique challenges.  The package, which would come into 

effect during Project operations, consists of: 

 

• Dedicated Funding to the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve.  Maui Land & Pineapple 
Company (MLP) owns and manages the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve.  It is the largest 
private nature preserve on Maui and encompasses 8,304 acres.  MLP employs five full-time 
conservationists to manage and protect the area.  Innergex has met representatives of MLP 
and the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve to more fully understand the mission and priorities 
of the Preserve and has confirmed its support of the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve over 
the life of the project.  

 

• Support Cultural Resource Work of the Aha Moku. Innergex will work with the Aha 

Moku O Ka’anapali and their leadership to find ways to assist them with cultural resource 

activities within the Kahana ahupua’a. 

 

• Annual Grant to Support Energy Efficiency.  Innergex is committed to an annual grant 

program to a non-profit(s) to offset the costs of incorporating energy efficiency measures or 

installing solar energy on their facilities. The goal would be to help the organization achieve 

operating savings that would then free up funds for tangible program work. Grant 

guidelines, including the deadline for applications, would be developed, publicized, and 

awarded at least annually.    

 

• Local Employment & Contracting.  Construction and operation phases will create 

benefits in terms of new employment opportunities, as well as the use of local suppliers. 

Preference would be given to retaining local persons, consultants, businesses and contractors 

throughout the development of the project. 

 

• Sponsorships.  Opportunities abound within Maui’s robust non-profit sector and its year-

round schedule of festivals, events, conferences, fundraisers, etc.  Innergex is committed to 

evaluating sponsorships annually  and providing support to a variety of events and causes.   
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• Memberships.  Through memberships in various community organizations, Innergex will 

participate in specific programs that support the missions of the organization and help to 

advance mutually held values and goals.   

 

E. GOVERNMENT APPROVALS 

Innergex has conducted extensive environmental and regulatory due diligence for the construction 
and operation of the proposed Project. A preliminary assessment of the Project has been 
conducted, which looks at the existing environmental and cultural/archaeological resources at the 
Project area and identifies regulatory requirements, issues, constraints, and limitations as they 
relate to the Project.  Innergex has used this preliminary information to site the Project in a 
location that minimizes environmental impacts and permit requirements. 

 

Based on the preliminary data obtained for the Project Area, there does not appear to be any 
known environmentally significant resources that would preclude the proposed Project; however, 
additional biological and site-specific resource surveys and studies are required to assess potential 
Project impacts, required avoidance and minimization measures and/or mitigation, and design 
limitations, and to refine required permitting criteria. 
 

These detailed studies will include general and detailed plant and wildlife surveys, wetland and 
waterways assessments, archaeological and cultural impact assessments, visual impact and glare 
analyses, and traffic and noise studies. 

 
Initial coordination meetings are being held with key agencies. These meetings provide an 
opportunity to fully understand how federal, state, or local agency rules and policies could affect 
the Project, to confirm permits required and how permitting issues may differ for various Project 
components, and to confirm a schedule for approvals. Innergex is conducting meetings with key 
agencies, including State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD), State Land Use District, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife, Hawaii Department of Health (HDOH), and Maui County.  
 

Based on the existing information available, the following permits will likely be required to 
construct and operate the project:  

• State Special Use Permit; 

• Maui County Special Use Permit; 

• Hawaii Revised Statute Chapter 6E compliance, including SHPD review and approval of 

Archaeological Inventory Survey; 

• Clean Water Act (CWA) §402 National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

General Stormwater Permit from HDOH; 

• Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Determination of No Hazard; 

• Construction Noise Permit from HDOH; and 
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• Building, grading, grubbing and electrical permits from Maui County. 

 

Although Innergex will design the Project to minimize impacts of Waters of the U.S. (i.e. 

jurisdictional waters under the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers), if impacts are unavoidable, then 

the following permits may also be required: 

• CWA §404 Nationwide Permit from U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) (assuming 

impacts can stay under the Nationwide Permit thresholds); 

• CWA §401 Water Quality Certificate from HDOH under the blanket form; 

• National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 Compliance (if NWP is required from 

USACE); 

• Coastal Zone Management federal consistency concurrence from Department of Business 

Development, Economics, and Tourism Office of Planning (if CWA §404 required); and  

• Stream Chanel Alteration Permit from Commission on Water Resource Management 

(CWRM) if impacted stream is considered jurisdictional to CWRM. 

 
F. POTENTIAL CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES AND MITIGATION  

 

Innergex will be sensitive and prepared to respond to potential challenges on a variety of 

concerns previously identified through research, shared in community interactions, or 

publicized.  The following challenges are not in any ranked order.  Priorities among these 

concerns (or others) will be more clearly identified as engagement strategies and community 

consultations continue. 

 

• Loss of Agricultural Land.  Maui island currently has tens of thousands of acres of fallow 

agriculture land. But as evidenced in the County of Maui Countywide Policy Plan and the Maui 

Island Plan, the community places high importance on agriculture operations continuing on 

Maui.  The value is rooted in the economic benefits of fostering local production as well as 

the desire to maintain the rural character and open space associated with farming. Although 

the Kahana parcel has been fallow for over ten years, the community may still have concerns 

over the use of the land for a solar farm.  

 

Possible Mitigation:  As part of its presentations and community feedback, Innergex would 

explain why landowners with large tracts of agriculture land in Hawaii will need to be able to 

diversify their income with projects like Kahana Solar in order to sustain their agricultural 

lands and other operations.  Examples of other landowners succeeding through 

diversification would be described. 

 

Specifically, Maui County has approximately 242,720 acres of agricultural land.  The Project 

would only temporarily remove up to 291 acres of agricultural land, which is only 0.1 

percent of the total agricultural land on Maui.  In addition, the Project area has not sustained 
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active agricultural activities since 2009; therefore, the installation of a solar project would not 

displace existing agricultural production.  At the end of the Project’s useful life, the Project 

would be decommissioned and Project components would be removed; the land would be 

restored and available for its existing use. 

 

• Location.  The location of the Kahana Solar Project may be one of its challenges, given 

some of the reaction to the smaller Ku’ia Solar project in Lahaina.  Some homeowners in the 

vicinity—however distant from the site—may voice concerns about the installation being in 

their view plane, although they may not have a precise understanding of how visible the 

panels would be from their homes.  

 

Similarly, others may be disturbed by seeing the large installation from afar and how that 

would affect their aesthetic values, disturb the existing landscape, or disrupt the rural setting 

of the area. The perception may arise as well, even unsubstantiated, of possible reflection or 

glare off the panels or questions about the height of the panels blocking views.  

 

Possible Mitigation:  Innergex will produce and share visual simulations of the project from 

various distances and angles.  The visual simulations can diffuse fears about the visibility of 

the panels.   

 

The proposed project is located about 1.4 miles above Kapalua Airport. The project’s 

proximity, however, to the airport could trigger questions from air traffic controllers and 

pilots about whether any glint/glare is anticipated that could affect airport operations.  

 

Possible Mitigation: Innergex will be prepared to share visual simulations of the solar project 

as well as conduct a glare analysis to assess the potential for glare from each landing 

approach at Kapalua-West Maui Airport and from sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the 

Project.  As part of the glare analysis, consultation with the FAA and State Department of 

Transportation, Division of Airports would be conducted to address any glare concerns 

from an aviation perspective.  This analysis will include information on the anti-glare 

characteristics of the panels and examples of panels not affecting flight safety.  The non-

glare properties of the panels selected can help address similar concerns from residents. The 

Project is anticipated to have only minor impacts associated with glare. 

 

Although the proposed location is approximately 1.4 miles from the nearest residential 

property, some may not want the project “in their backyard.”  These sentiments may include 

whether property values of residential areas will be negatively affected.  

 

Possible Mitigation: Innergex will produce analyses that have been conducted in other 

locations and Hawaii that conclude this concern is unfounded. The contribution of the 

project toward reducing Maui’s dependency on fossil fuel and allowing more equitable 

distribution of energy savings to all ratepayers will be clarified and emphasized. 
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• Uncertainty About Lower Electricity Costs.  On a personal level, residents may be 

uncertain and/or mistrust claims that any savings from the project will lead to lower 

electricity bills versus only increasing profits for the utility and/or the developer. While 

initial investments need to be made in renewable energy infrastructure and the utility and the 

developer should be able to make a profit, residents may not support costs being borne by 

ratepayers paying higher prices. Whether renewable energy projects will improve 

affordability of living on Maui may be questioned.  

 

Possible Mitigation: Innergex will emphasize their price per kWh will be below MECO’s 

cost to produce its current fossil fuel power and the stability of pricing (i.e., fixed price) over 

the life of the project as compared to the volatile history of Hawaii’s dependence on fossil 

fuel.  

 

• Disturbances During Construction.  Traffic impacts, both during and post-construction 

are frequently raised about proposed developments.  Related to this, the planned access 

route and duration of the anticipated heavy-duty vehicles during construction may come up.  

Attention may be called to noise during drilling or the need for rock-removal, and the hours 

of operation for the construction phase.  

 

Possible Mitigation: Innergex will proactively share details of their construction schedule and 

routes with the surrounding communities and will assure that any construction traffic and 

noise will not impact residents during evening hours.  A Traffic Impact Analysis will be 

conducted, it will detail this information, and shared. 

 

Construction noise is not likely to impact the neighbors.  The closest residential and 

commercial areas are situated adjacent to the Honoapilani Highway to the west, 

approximately 1.4 miles from the project area.  In accordance with conditions of the 

community noise permit, acceptable hours of work will be adhered to. In the event Innergex 

must blast or do noisy drilling, they will notify affected communities in advance to allow. 

 

• Environmental, Cultural, Archaeological Impacts.  Concerns may be expressed relating 

to environmental, cultural, and archaeological aspects of the project site and understanding 

the results of studies on possible impacts on any that are uncovered.  These may range from 

how the drainage will be managed to prevent runoff, how the project might affect wildlife, 

whether there are cultural resources in the area, to the process of decommissioning of the 

solar equipment at the end of its useful life.   

 

Possible Mitigation: Innergex will commission comprehensive biological, archeological, 

cultural, and technical studies to fully inform the project as it is designed.  The local 

knowledge of native Hawaiian organizations, traditional cultural practitioners and kama‘āina 

with cultural and generational ties to the region; environmental and conservation groups; 
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and other stakeholders will be sought to inform the studies, and review the results and 

mitigation measures.  The reports, summaries of results, and mitigation plans will be posted 

on the website and shared in  project update notices and public information sessions.  Any 

real or perceived impacts will be weighed against the larger impact on the environment of 

Maui’s current dependence on fossil fuel for power.   

 

Based on the preliminary data obtained for the Project area, there does not appear to be any 

known environmentally significant resources that would preclude the proposed Project; 

however, additional biological and site-specific resource surveys and studies are required to 

assess potential Project impacts, required avoidance and minimization measures and/or 

mitigation, design limitations, and to refine required permitting criteria. These detailed 

studies will include: general and detailed plant and wildlife surveys, wetland and waterways 

assessments, archaeological and cultural impact assessments, visual impact and glare 

analyses, and traffic and noise studies. 

 

Once the Project area boundary is finalized (which will include all Project activities that may 

require ground disturbance), an archaeological consultant will initiate consultation with Maui 

SHPD and will complete a 100 percent pedestrian archaeological investigation survey (AIS) 

of the Project area. Based on the results from prior archaeological surveys, the Project area is 

unlikely to contain a high number of significant archaeological features. The previous 

archaeological work in the vicinity has shown that on flatlands like those within the Project 

area, archaeological sites have been absent because of the past impacts to the land. One 

archaeological resource is present in the Project, the Honolua-Honokohau Ditch and its 

depth beneath the ground surface will be assessed. Mitigation measures may be required for 

this resource to ensure the protection of this historic property. 

 

As part of the archaeological resource support, the archaeological consultant will also 

determine the presence or absence of cultural practices or traditionally significant cultural 

places with the Project Area and vicinity. Background research and (if appropriate) 

ethnographic interviews with knowledgeable native Hawaiians will be conducted to 

determine if there are any known significant sites in or near the Project area. Based on the 

results from the preliminary archaeological assessments, the Project area is anticipated to 

have very few archaeological resources. If cultural practices or traditionally significant 

cultural places are identified within the Project area or within the vicinity of the Project, 

Innergex will work with the archaeological consultant to assess potential Project impact to 

these sites and associated avoidance and minimization or mitigation measures. 

This will be detailed in a Cultural Impact Assessment. 

 

• Operational and Equipment Practices.  The recent fires in the past year and past 

publicity of other incidences could stir fears about the installation triggering fires, especially 

from its batteries.  Yet others may claim unhealthy effects of electric and magnetic fields 
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(EMF) emissions.  Post-construction, residents may want to know whether the panels will 

produce noise as they track the sun.  

 

Possible Mitigation: Innergex will share technical assessments about EMFs and noise that 

indicate no effect at the distance of the panels from homes or establishments.  Similarly, 

specifications about the batteries and fire precautions will be developed in consultation with 

the Fire Department and will be shared and readily available as the project progresses 

through the development and permitting processes. 

 

• Lack of Access to Adequate and Accurate Information.  Residents’ access to accurate 

information throughout the development and life of the project will need to be addressed. 

Proactively disseminating information will be critical to minimizing misunderstandings and 

misperceptions about the project. 

 

Possible Mitigation: Multiple channels and outreach methods will be tapped, utilized, and 

regularly evaluated for the broadest reach and responsiveness to concerns and questions.  

Project update notices, public information sessions, and other meetings will provide regular 

updates which will also be captured on the website.   

 

 

G. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE OUTREACH PLAN  

 
Innergex is an independent renewable power producer with 30 years of experience which 
develops, acquires, owns and operates hydroelectric facilities, wind farms and solar farms. As a 
global corporation, Innergex conducts operations in Canada, the United States, France and Chile 
The numerous years of undertaking large/grid-scale renewable energy projects contributes to 
our keen understanding that, as “newcomers” into the community, learning and honoring the 
values and priorities of the community are foundational to a project’s success. 
 
Innergex’s community outreach plan is designed to build trust—in Innergex, in the Project, in 
the promised goals.  Strategies outlined in this plan support proactively learning from Maui 
residents, fostering understanding of the project, and inviting their ongoing input on the 
proposed Project concept.  As noted above, meetings and other consultations with local 
resources and leaders have already occurred and will continue throughout the planning, 
development, construction, and operational phases.  These exchanges have been and will 
continue to be vital in helping Innergex respond more effectively to opportunities and concerns.  
It also provides an iterative process with residents as Innergex seeks mutually beneficial ways to 
move forward. 
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To support the development of the Kahana Solar Project, Innergex will work closely with local 
partners to:  
 

1. Listen and learn from residents about their views, concerns and interests as well as glean 
local insights about the project site.   

2. Develop mutually acceptable solutions that are commercially feasible and possible to 
address the issues or to capitalize on opportunities.   

3. Be transparent in providing information about the proposal and describing its implications 
for the community, including any trade-offs. 

4. Establish an open line of communication and practice of timely response to questions with 
the community throughout the life of the project. 

5. Engage, keep informed, and learn from elected officials to ensure area policymakers are 
aligned with project goals. 

 
Where changes cannot be made to address such issues, Innergex is committed to being 
transparent about the limitations that prevent the changes from being made. 

 
 

H. COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATION 

STRATEGY 

 
Multiple audiences across a large geographic area that represent diverse interests and concerns 

call for an array of outreach strategies and tools to meet the objectives of the Community 

Outreach and Communication Strategy.  Innergex wants the community to know that the 

project team is accessible and welcomes interactions. The team will draw from the following 

tools and activities to achieve its objectives for engaging groups and residents in the community.  

Strategies will be evaluated after each action, each event, and significant change in the Maui 

landscape and then adjusted as necessary as the project unfolds. 

 

Stakeholders 

The following groups and individuals have been identified as stakeholders who will have an 

interest in learning more about the proposed Project and are a wealth of information for the 

project team.  They tend to be deeply involved in the West Maui community, rooted in its 

history, the establishments, and society.  Local business, agriculture enterprises, native Hawaiian 

cultural practitioners, environmental specialists, government leaders and other community 

leaders were consulted to develop this preliminary list.  Some groups are on the list because they 

will have direct involvement in the regulatory and approval process.  Other groups, such as 

elected officials or administrators, as they can connect the project team to others for assistance 

or constituents go to them for information on developers and/or projects.  Yet others can 

provide distinct insights into community sentiment. As community engagement progresses, the 

list of stakeholders will be expanded. 

 



 

 
Kahana Solar Project  15 

 
 

Government Agencies    • County of Maui Planning Department  

• County of Maui Office of Economic Development 
(Director and Energy Commissioner) 

 

Elected Officials • Mayor Michael Victorino 

• Maui County Council Chair Alice L. Lee 

• Maui County Councilmember from West Maui, 
Tamara Paltin 

• State Senator Rosalyn Baker (represents West Maui) 

• State Representative Angus McKelvey (represents 
West Maui) 
 

Neighboring and Adjacent 
Property Owners 

• Kahana Ridge Homeowners Association 

• Lahaina Christian Fellowship Church 

• Kaanapali Coffee Farms Lot Owners Association 

• Kaanapali Development Corporation 

• Maui Ocean View LP 

• Land Co PM Kaanapali Coffee 

• West Maui Forest Preserve 

• State of Hawaii Department of Transportation, Airport 
Division 

• State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural 
Resources 

• Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
 

Environmental and 
Conservation Groups 

• Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve 

• Na Hoa o Pu’u Kukui - Friends of Pu’u Kukui 

• Mauna Kahalawai Watershed Partnership 

• West Maui Soil and Water Conservation District 

• North Beach West Maui Benefit Fund 

• West Maui Preservation Association 

• West Maui Advisory Body - Ridge to Reef Working 
Group 

• Maui Tomorrow Foundation 

• Sierra Club - Maui Chapter 

• Nature Conservancy of Hawaii 
 

Agriculture Enterprises and 
Organizations 

• Kaanapali Coffee Company 

• Maui County Farm Bureau 

• Hawaii Farmers Union United:  Lahaina Chapter 
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Other Community and 
Business Organizations 

• West Maui Taxpayers Association 

• West Maui Community Plan Citizens Advisory Council  

• Na Kupuna O Maui 

• Lahaina Honolua Senior Citizens 

• Sunrise Rotary 

• Sunset Rotary 

• Lahaina Rotary 

• Lahaina Restoration Foundation 

• Lahaina Town Action Committee 

• Business Owners in Kahana Gateway Shopping Center 

• Maui Hotel & Lodging Association 

• Maui Economic Development Board 

• Maui Chamber of Commerce 

• Maui Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce 
 

Cultural Groups and Leaders • Aha Moku O Maui: Ke’eaumoku Kapu 

• Aha Moku Lahaina: Po’o Representative U’ilani Kapu  

• Aha Moku Kaanapali: Po’o Representative Kaipo 
Kekona 

• Hui Aloha Aina o ka Malu Ulu o Lele (HAA Lahaina) 

• Na Aikane O Maui 

• Sovereign Councils of Hawaiian Homesteads Assembly  

• Maui Cultural Lands: Ekolu Lindsey 

• Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

• Native Hawaiian organizations, traditional cultural 
practitioners, and kama‘āina with cultural and 
generational ties to the region – this list will be updated 
as part of a cultural impact assessment 
 

 
 

Information Tools 
 

Fact Sheet Single-page, outline presentation of key facts about the project 
 

FAQ Frequently asked questions about the project.  This will be updated 
as the project unfolds, e.g. as results of studies are released or as 
themes of questions emerge from meetings.  Updated responses in 
the FAQ will convey the value the project gains from conversations 
with the community.   
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Community Feedback 
“What We’ve 

Heard/What We’ve 

Done” 

A Community Feedback document will be developed that details 
how community input has influenced the development and siting of 
the project.   
 

Website  
 

A web presence is a necessity to this project.  Updated as frequently 
as recommended by best practices, it will provide the most 
comprehensive source of information at any given time about the 
project.  It will also include summaries of outreach efforts and 
studies as they become available.  The website will invite 
commentary or questions from visitors to the site.   
 

PowerPoint / Poster 
Boards 

Presentations are anticipated for meetings with groups and will be 
designed to adjust for length of time allowed.  In hard copy, slides 
will also serve a dual purpose as a reference binder for smaller or 
one-on-one meetings. Selection of slides will include an 
introduction to Innergex, history of the area, rationale for the site, 
features of the site, description of the project team, possibly 
testimony. 
 

Post Cards / Mailers Ideal for invitations (e.g. to information sessions), alerts (e.g., related 
to construction), or other notifications, post cards provide an 
attention-getting piece.   
 

Project Update Notice Project update notices will be published to include updates, images, 
and upcoming relevant events as appropriate.  It will be brief , 
written for a lay audience, and provide an ongoing connection and 
transparency to community members.  The registered database of 
recipients will be developed from meetings and events along with 
others who are looked to as organizational leaders or representatives 
who can disseminate information to a larger audience.    
 

 

Outreach Strategies  
 

• Introductory and Update Meetings 

During the project’s development, meetings will be arranged with organizations, groups, 

and individuals from the list of Stakeholders who represent a cross-section of interests 

(government officials, neighbor and adjacent property owners, environmental/ 

conservation groups, cultural practitioners, businesses) .  These meetings will aid in the 

preparation of the public meeting and information sessions by helping to understand the 

most prevalent concerns that the project should be prepared to respond to.  Afterwards, 

regular update meetings with stakeholders will be arranged at frequencies to be 

determined in collaboration with the stakeholder’s preference (e.g. quarterly, bi-annually, 

etc.).  
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An initial set of PowerPoint slides will be prepared to convey the story of Kahana Solar, 

including an introduction to Innergex, introduction to the project, site selection 

rationale, benefits of the project, etc.  The PowerPoint will be updated as information 

becomes available, e.g. on specific questions from the community about the project or 

results of studies. 

 

Information packets will be prepared, tailored to the audience and design of the 

meetings, and distributed which may include the Fact Sheet, FAQ, information about 

Innergex, and any useful images or maps. 

 

• Community Presentations 

Engaging with organizations and individuals on the Stakeholders list, such as the local 

Rotary Club or Lahaina Town Action Committee, and others through oral/visual/virtual 

presentations will continue throughout the development phase and life of project. If 

interested, presentations will be made to the groups, tailored to their schedule availability 

and at a location convenient to their members.  Information packets will be distributed 

and include the Fact Sheet, FAQ, information about Innergex, and any useful images or 

maps.  

 

• Government/Community Association Meetings 

Innergex’s outreach strategy includes engaging area representatives, such as, Senators, 

Representatives, government officials, and leaders of community associations.  These 

individuals will have significant influence on the project’s progress and outcomes 

through their individual forums and policymaking authority. Through a series of regular 

status updates and informational meetings, Innergex will keep the area policymakers 

informed of progress and challenges in order to maintain a positive relationship with 

these important individuals and agencies 

 

• Public Meeting per Section 5.3 of the RFP. 

The meeting will be held on July 7, 2020.  Between the time of the announcement of the 

Final Award List and this Public Meeting, identified groups potentially affected by 

Kahana Solar will be invited to the meeting.  Media advisories will be issued to the media 

and organizations prior to the public meeting. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this first 

public meeting and possibly other meetings will be held using virtual technology.   The 

Public Meeting will include project team members who will highlight various aspects of 

the project, slides with maps and visual simulations will be on screen, followed by a 

Q&A period. Those attending will be encouraged to submit written comments.  This will 

allow the Project to take fullest advantage of their presence to capture feedback and 

questions. Registration for the virtual open house will enable Kahana Solar to follow up, 

distribute material to the attendees and keep them updated as the Project progresses.  
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• Information Sessions 

Information sessions provide a non-intimidating forum for those curious about the 

project to get answers directly from Innergex.  After initial outreach to groups and 

residents and convening the public meeting, information sessions at key milestones in 

the project will allow for the sharing of updates on the project and allow those who have 

not had an opportunity to access Innergex and the Project team to engage in meaningful 

face time.  Information session hours (possibly 10 am to 7 pm) will span an entire day to 

accommodate the varying work schedules of community members in the West side – 

subject to COVID-19 health and safety restrictions. Invites will be sent to neighboring 

residents and businesses, and the organizations listed in the stakeholder table, but all 

interested parties will be welcomed. Announcements in the local newspaper and/or 

community newsletters will supplement possible use of post card notifications and 

emailing the Project distribution list to advertise the information sessions to the broader 

community. 

 

• Stakeholder Engagement Sessions 

While the list described above is extensive, Innergex will seek one-on-one engagement 

sessions with a sampling of residents who are not represented by or are not active with 

any of those groups; who are not comfortable participating in larger community 

gatherings and meetings; or whose schedules (e.g. work or family) do not lend 

themselves to join in. These one-on-one sessions/meetings will be conducted by 

Innergex and/or our local consultants who have existing networks in the area.  The 

initial list will be developed from the relationships of the local project team and then 

expanded through recommendations from those that participate of others the project 

should talk to.  Sessions/meetings will be held when and where the individual feels it is 

most convenient and comfortable to them. This additional effort will help ensure that 

the project is hearing representative views outside of a public forum.  Examples are small 

business owners, teachers, hotel workers, parents of younger children, shift workers, etc.   

 

• Local Media Editorial Boards 

 Innergex will seek meetings with editorial boards, publishers, and/or key reporters to 

establish a productive relationship – building upon our existing relationships through our 

Paeahu Solar Project. This will ensure that the local media has the information needed to 

understand the Kahana Solar Project, provide us with the opportunity to answer 

questions and establish contacts for possible future interviews. Innergex intends to be 

available to any local media outlet that contacts us. In addition to traditional print media, 

this outreach would include relevant radio and TV leadership. 
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• Testimonials   

As the PUC and the permitting processes approach, the relationships, trust, and support 

that Innergex team has sought to build from its numerous interactions will be tapped to 

share their sentiments and perspectives in support of the Project.    

 

Documenting Outreach and Feedback 

• Public Meeting and 30 Day Comment Period 
A meeting summary report will be produced following the Public Meeting and 30 day 
comment period that summarizes the feedback received (verbally and in writing), key concerns 
raised, and responses by Innergex to address the concerns raised.  These proposed responses 
will represent the direct influence that local community and key groups’ feedback has on the 
proposed project.  Best efforts will be made to distribute the report(s) in a way that makes 
them accessible to the community and key groups.   
 

• Community Feedback and Influence on Project Design  
As community feedback and suggestions are received, the information will be logged, tracked 
and distributed to appropriate Innergex team members and representatives who can make 
decisions on refinement of the project design.  
 
Feedback, whether technical, environmental, socio-cultural, or political, is vital to the success 
of the project as we refine the project’s design. A Community Feedback handout will be 
prepared and regularly updated that summarizes what we have heard and what we have done. 
 

• Community Engagement Report 
A report that outlines the community engagement process, activities, and outcomes with all 
the identified local communities and residents will be developed as part of the RFP and 
regulatory approval processes.   
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I. ENGAGEMENT TIMELINE 

The timeline below provides an overview of when the main elements of the engagement activity 
will be undertaken.  Specific dates and times of meetings will be established in coordination with 
the appropriate local communities and members of the local communities and will be notified 
accordingly.   
 
Preliminary Development Schedule 

 

 
This timeline represents Innergex’s engagement efforts as part of the RFP process, and extends 
into development, construction, and operations.  If the Project obtains a power purchase 
agreement within the RFP and PUC processes, engagement of the local community and key 
groups will continue, and the formal consultation process required as part of any regulatory 
permitting and approval processes under applicable county, state, and federal law will be carried 
out. This would be in addition to ongoing outreach efforts to be completed by Innergex in 
accordance with Section H of this plan. 

 

Milestone / Trigger Outreach Description 

Selection of Priority List 
January 2020 

MECO confirmed the Selection of Priority List.  
Engagement activities, as described in Section H of this 
plan have been commenced, specifically outreach strategy 
such as introductory meetings.  One-on-one and large 
group meetings have been delayed due to the Covid-19 
situation. 
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Milestone / Trigger Outreach Description 

Selection of Final Award Group 
May 2020 

MECO confirmed the Project is in the Final Award 
Group and have commence power purchase agreement 
negotiations. Continue engagement activities, as described 
in Section H of this plan, specifically, outreach strategies 
such as introductory and update meetings, community 
meetings, resident interviews, etc. 
 

RFP Public Meeting 
July 7, 2020 

Media advisories to be submitted to various media outlets 
and organizations prior to the public meeting. A Public 
meeting will be hosted as described in Section 5.3 of the 
RFP and MECO’s supplemental detailed instructions for 
community outreach criteria. 
 

RFP Consultation Report 
September 2020 

As part of the power purchase agreement negotiation 
phase, prepare an initial consultation report that outlines 
the community engagement process, activities, and 
outcomes with all the identified local communities as part 
of the RFP and regulatory approval processes. 
 

Throughout the development 
phase 

Continue engagement activities as described in Section H 
of this plan, specifically, outreach strategies such as update 
meetings, community meetings, and information sessions 
at frequencies to be determined in collaboration with the 
stakeholders preference (e.g. quarterly, bi-annually, etc.). 
 

After archaeological, cultural, 
environmental and technical 
studies are completed 

Organize update meetings, community meetings, and 
information sessions to update the community on project 
development, including responses to community feedback 
to date, results of the studies, proposed mitigation 
measures, and next steps for permitting. 
 

After application for State & 
County Special Use Permits 
submitted 

Organize update meetings, community meetings, and 
information sessions to update the community on project 
development, including response to community feedback 
to date, and comments on the environmental assessment 
application. 
 

State & County Special Use 
Permit Applications Accepted 
2021/2022 

Public hearings associated with formal State and County 
Special Use Permit process. 
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Milestone / Trigger Outreach Description 

Prior to and during Construction 
Q2 2022 – Q4 2023 

Organize update meetings, community meetings, and 
information sessions to update the community prior to 
commencing construction, including response to 
community feedback to date, upcoming construction 
activities, construction schedule, employment 
opportunities. 
  

Operations 
Q1 2024 – life of project 

Organize information sessions and update meetings to 
update the community on project operations.   
Educational site visits will be offered to stakeholders 
throughout the life of the project. 
 

Annually or as per specified 
regulatory approval processes, as 
applicable 

Prepare a consultation report that outlines the community 
engagement process, activities, and outcomes with all the 
identified local communities. 
 

 
 

J. CONTACT DETAILS 

Please feel free to contact us at any time and to pass on our contact details to others in the 
community who have questions.  Due to the speed of mail delivery, interested individuals are 
encouraged to reach out via the following phone or email:   
 
For more information on Maui Electric Company’s development go to:  
https://www.hawaiielectriclight.com/clean-energy-hawaii/selling-power-to-the-
utility/competitive-bidding-for-new-generation 
 
Innergex Contacts 
Project email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com 
Kahana Solar Project website:  kahanasolarproject.com 
Innergex’s company website:  www.innergex.com 
 
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development 
Phone:  1 (619) 577-2736 
Email:  EPark@innergex.com 
USA mailing address: 680—4660 La Jolla Village Drive, San Diego, CA, USA, 92122 

 
Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environmental 
Phone:  1 (604) 345-4009 
Email:  JMancinelli@innergex.com 
Canada mailing address: 1100 – 888 Dunsmuir Avenue, Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6C 3K4 
 

https://www.hawaiielectriclight.com/clean-energy-hawaii/selling-power-to-the-utility/competitive-bidding-for-new-generation
https://www.hawaiielectriclight.com/clean-energy-hawaii/selling-power-to-the-utility/competitive-bidding-for-new-generation
http://www.innergex.com/
mailto:EPark@innergex.com
mailto:JMancinelli@innergex.com
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Skog Rasmussen LLC Contacts – Local Community Engagement Consultant 
Skog Rasmussen’s company website:  https://www.skograsmussen.com/ 
Teena Rasmussen 
Phone:  1 (808) 283-7859 
Email:  trasmussen@skograsmussen.com 
 

Jeanne Unemori Skog  
Phone:  1 (808) 280-4395 
Email:  jskog@skograsmussen.com 
 

 
 

https://www.skograsmussen.com/
mailto:trasmussen@skograsmussen.com
mailto:jskog@skograsmussen.com
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Figure 1 – Conceptual Project Overview 
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Appendix – Letters of Support 
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Appendix B – Project Handouts 
 

 
  



Kahana Solar Project is a proposed 20 MWAC solar PV 
system coupled with a 4-hour, 20 MW (80 MWh) 
DC-coupled battery energy storage system.  The Project 
is to be located on land owned by Maui Land and 
Pineapple Company, Inc. (MLP) in Napili-Honokowai on 
Maui, Hawaii. The solar array and associated 
infrastructure will utilize approximately 220-acres.  The 
solar arrays will connect into an existing Maui Electric 
Company, Ltd. (Maui Electric) transmission line adjacent 
to the site.

KAHANA 
SOLAR 
PROJECT



THE STATE’S GOAL IS TO BE 100% RENEWABLE 
ENERGY BY 2045
In 2019, Hawaiian Electric Companies launched the second phase of their 
renewable energy procurement process, the single largest procurement 
effort undertaken by a U.S. utility, for approximately 900 MW of new 
renewable generation.

The Hawaiian Electric Companies launched a request for proposals for 
clean, renewable energy projects for Oahu, Maui and Hawaii Island that 
would help the state meet its goal of 100% renewable energy by 2045 to 
bring more stable electricity costs to consumers and reduce its dependency 
on imported sources of energy. 

Innergex submitted the Kahana Solar Project proposal as part of the 
competitive procurement process.  The Project was selected to be in the 
Final Award Group and is in the process of negotiating a power purchase 
agreement.

COMMUNITY
Innergex has a 30-year history of developing and operating successful and 
environmentally responsible renewable energy projects around the world. 
At Innergex, the trust and mutual respect we develop with the 
communities in which we operate is something we strive hard to earn and 
keep. 

Innergex will give preference to qualified local suppliers and contractors 
throughout the development of the project.  During operations, the 
project’s community benefits package will be dedicated funding to the 
Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve to support its impressive conservation 
initiatives.  Innergex will also provide an annual grant to non-profits to 
support energy efficiency measures and will support the cultural resource 
activities of the Aha Moku O Ka’anapali. Our community contributions will 
also include memberships and sponsorships of various organizations and 
events.

ENVIRONMENT & PERMITTING
Innergex takes its environmental responsibilities very seriously, and our 
facilities are developed and operated with strict adherence to 
environmental codes and best practices. A preliminary desktop 
assessment of the Project has been conducted to examine existing 
environmental and cultural/ archaeological resources at the Project area 
to help identify regulatory requirements, issues, constraints, and 
limitations. Innergex has used this preliminary information to site the 
Project in a location that minimizes these impacts.

Based on the preliminary desktop data obtained, there does not appear to 
be any known environmentally significant resources that would preclude 
the proposed Project. However additional biological and site-specific 
resource surveys and studies are required to assess potential Project 
impacts, required avoidance and minimization measures and/or 
mitigation, design limitations. These detailed studies will include: general 
and detailed plant and wildlife surveys; wetland and waterways 
assessments; archaeological and cultural impact assessments; visual 
impact and glare analyses; and traffic and noise studies.

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION



ZONING AND LAND USE
The Project area is within the County Agricultural District, is outside of 
any urban, small town, or rural growth boundaries, and is located in the 
Agricultural District of the West Maui Community Plan. Per the Maui 
County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (MCZO) §19.30A.050, solar 
energy facilities are allowed if they are less than 15 acres, occupy no more 
than 35 percent of the lot, and for facilities on the Land Study 
Bureau (LSB) rated A, B, or C classified soils, they must be compatible 
with existing agricultural uses. As the proposed Project will cover an area 
greater than 15 acres in size, Maui County will allow the facility with an 
approved County CUP (per MCZO §19.30A.060). Note that a County CUP is 
different from a State SUP.

The Project area is located within the West Maui Community Plan. The 
Community Plan is a strategic planning document and is not regulatory; 
however, County Special Use Permit approval criteria includes a 
requirement to be consistent with the applicable community plan(s) of the 
county. The West Maui Community Plan contains objectives and policies 
that encourage renewable energy development. The Project is anticipated 
to be consistent with West Maui Community Plan. 

The entire Project area lies within the State Agricultural District. The 
State Agricultural District has some restrictions on siting solar based on 
the LSB’s detailed soil classification system. Per HRS §205-2(d)(6), solar 
energy facilities are permitted in the State Agricultural District provided 
that the facility is sited on land with soil classification of B, C, D, or E and 
if the facility is on land with B or C soil classification, it shall not occupy 
more than 10 percent of the acreage of the parcel, or 20 acres of land, 
whichever is less. If the solar facility is larger than the size restrictions 
described above on B or C classified land, a State Special Use Permit 
from the State Land Use Commission (LUC) would be required. The 
Project area is comprised of Class C soil with some small areas of 
Class E soils. Therefore, a State SUP will be required for the solar facility.

ARCHAEOLOGY RESOURCES AND CULTURAL 
PRACTICES
Based on the results from prior archaeological surveys, the Project area 
is unlikely to contain a high number of significant archaeological features. 
The previous archaeological work in the vicinity has shown that on 
flatlands like those within the Project area, archaeological sites have been 
absent because of the past impacts to the land. One archaeological 
resource is present in the Project, the Honolua-Honokohau Ditch and its 
depth beneath the ground surface will be assessed. Mitigation measures 
may be required for this resource to ensure the protection of this historic 
property.

Once the Project area boundary is finalized (which will include all Project 
activities that may require ground disturbance), an archaeological 
consultant will initiate consultation with the State Historic Preservation 
Division and will complete a supplemental archaeological investigation 
survey (AIS) of the Project area. The AIS will include a comprehensive field 
study documenting all of the extant archaeological features within the 
Project area and reassess the significance of such resources, as well as 
new treatment recommendations for all of the documented sites. 

SOLAR POWER FACTS
Solar energy is the conversion of sunlight into usable energy forms. The 
sun’s rays transmit light energy, in the form of photons, which can be 
converted to electricity using certain materials that naturally release 
electrons when exposed to light. Solar energy is the cleanest, most 
abundant renewable energy source available.

More information on solar energy is available at Innergex (innergex.com), 
the Solar Energy Industries Association (seia.org) and the International 
Energy Agency (iea.org).



PROJECT STAGES

1

2

3

4

5

6

SECURE LAND AGREEMENT 
with Maui Land and Pineapple 
Company, Inc. 

12 MONTHS AFTER NOTICE TO 
PROCEED 

COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING PROCESS 
overseen by Maui Electric. 
Innergex is participating in the Request for Proposal 
process and has been selected to negotiate a 
Purchase Power Agreement.

UNDERTAKE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL/
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
and complete permitting process

SITING

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACT TO SELL POWER

ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVALS 
AND PERMITTING

25-YEAR TIMEFRAME

OPERATION

Community engagement is ongoing throughout this process.

RESTORE THE LAND 
to its original state.

DECOMMISIONING

FOR FURTHER INFORMATIONABOUT INNERGEX
For 30 years, Innergex has believed in a world where 
abundant renewable energy promotes healthier 
communities and creates shared prosperity. As an 
independent renewable power producer which develops, 
acquires, owns and operates hydroelectric facilities, 
wind farms and solar farms, Innergex is convinced that 
generating power from renewable sources will lead the 
way to a better world. Innergex conducts operations in 
Canada, the United States, France and Chile.

Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Phone:  619 577-2736
Email:  EPark@innergex.com

Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
Phone:  604 345-4009
Email:  JMancinelli@innergex.com

Teena Rasmussen, Skog Rasmussen LLC
Phone:  808 283-7859
Email:  trasmussen@skograsmussen.com

Jeanne Skog, Skog Rasmussen LLC
Phone :  808 280-4395
Email :  jskog@skograsmussen.com

Project email:  
kahanasolar@innergex.com 

Project website: 
kahanasolarproject.com

innergex.com



KAHANA
SOLAR 
PROJECT 
FAST FACTS

FUNDING SOURCE 

20 MW solar photovoltaic (PV) system coupled with a four-hour, 20 MW, 80 MWh battery energy storage system.

Founded in 1990, Innergex is an independent renewable power producer which develops, acquires, owns and 
operates hydroelectric facilities, wind farms, and solar farms in the United States, Canada, France and Chile.

The proposed project is located on land owned by Maui Land and Pineapple Company, Inc. (MLP) in Napili-
Honokowai on the Island of Maui, approximately 1.4-miles mauka of the Kapalua Airport. The solar array and 
associated infrastructure will utilize approximately 220-acres. The solar arrays will connect into an existing Maui 
Electric Company transmission line adjacent to the site. 

The project area is within the County Agricultural District, is outside of any urban, small town or rural growth 
boundaries, and is located in the Agricultural District of the West Maui Community Plan.

The project plans to be completed and begin commercial operations by the end of 2023.

The proposed Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Maui Electric Company, Ltd. (“Maui Electric”) will be for 25 
years. Thereafter, the project can be purchased by Maui Electric, have its PPA renewed, or be decommissioned. 

• Dedicated funding will be provided to the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve over the life of the project. 

• Innergex will work with the Aha Moku O Ka’anapali to provide support for their cultural resource activities.  

• An annual grant program to a non-profit(s) will be established to offset the costs of incorporating energy 
efficiency measures or installing solar energy at their facilities.

• In keeping with Innergex’ s core values, preference will be given to local resources and contractors throughout 
the development of the project. Through annual sponsorship evaluation, the project will contribute to local 
organizations, community projects, and events throughout the life of the project. 

• The project’s energy storage system can load shift the full energy output of the project to be used during peak 
demand in the evening or at other times when the sun is not shining.

• The project will contribute to Hawaii’s goal of achieving 100% renewable energy by 2045 by powering 
approximately 11,600 homes with renewable energy.

Innergex will be responsible for 100% of the infrastructure, start-up, operational, maintenance, and 
decommissioning and recycling costs.

For more information: www.kahanasolarproject.com

Email: kahanasolar@innergex.com

KAHANA SOLAR 
PROJECT

PROJECT DEVELOPER

SITE

COMPLETION DATE

LENGTH OF SERVICE

BENEFITS 



KAHANA
SOLAR 
PROJECT 

FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT?
Innergex is proposing a 20 MWAC solar photovoltaic (PV) system coupled with a four-hour 20 MW (80 MWh) battery 
energy storage system located in Napili-Honokowai on Maui, Hawaii. The solar array and associated infrastructure will 
utilize approximately 220-acres and is located on Tax Map Key parcel (2) 4-3-001:017 owned by Maui Land and 
Pineapple Company, Inc. (MLP). The solar arrays will connect into an existing Maui Electric Company, Ltd. (Maui 
Electric) transmission line adjacent to the site. 

WHY IS THIS SUITABLE LAND FOR A RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT?
The Kahana Solar Project site is located 1.4 miles mauka from the Kapalua Airport and the nearest residential 
community. The site is adjacent to existing transmission infrastructure and in an area with an excellent solar resource. 
The Project would temporarily utilize agricultural land, which has not sustained active activities since 2009; therefore, 
the installation of a solar project would not displace existing agricultural production. 

WHAT LED TO THIS PROJECT BEING DEVELOPED?
Innergex responded to a competitive Request for Proposal (RFP) issued by Maui Electric in 2019 for renewable energy 
that will help stabilize and lower costs while reducing the state’s reliance on imported fossil fuels and cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions.

WHO IS INNERGEX?
Founded in 1990, Innergex is an independent renewable power producer which develops, acquires, owns and operates 
hydroelectric facilities, wind farms and solar farms. We operate projects in the United States, Canada, Chile, and 
France. It is a priority for us to be a good community partner and neighbor because we are a long-term owner and 
operator of projects. 

WHO IS FUNDING THE KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT?
Innergex will be responsible for 100% of the development, construction, and start-up costs. After completion, Innergex 
will also be responsible for all operational and maintenance costs.

WILL THIS MEAN INCREASED COSTS FOR CONSUMERS?
Maui has some of the highest electricity prices in the United States at 35 cents per kWh.  The price of solar plus battery 
energy storage in the recent Maui Electric RFPs is the lowest to date for renewable electricity in the state.  The Project 
will provide a fixed, long-term price for 25-years, in place of volatile prices of fossil fuels, which will put downward 
pressure on electricity rates.

WHAT WILL THE PROPOSED PROJECT ACCOMPLISH? 
The Project will power approximately 11,600 homes with renewable energy. This would contribute to the State of 
Hawaii’s goal to be 100% renewable by 2045 and reduce the state’s dependency on imported fossil fuel.  



HOW ELSE WILL THE COMMUNITY BENEFIT FROM THE PROPOSED PROJECT?
Innergex will give preference to qualified local suppliers and contractors throughout the development of the project. 
During operations, the project’s community benefits package will be dedicated funding to the Pu’u Kukui Watershed 
Preserve to support its impressive conservation initiatives. Innergex will also provide an annual grant to non-profits to 
support energy efficiency measures and will support the cultural resource activities of the Aha Moku O Ka’anapali. Our 
community contributions will also include memberships and sponsorships of various organizations and events. 

WHY IS ENERGY STORAGE PART OF THIS PROPOSED PROJECT?
The DC-coupled battery energy storage system (DC-ESS) is a key aspect of the RFP.  The DC-ESS would be completely 
charged from the solar panels during the day. The energy can then be used during peak demand in the evening or at 
other times when the sun is not shinning.

ARE THERE ANY CULTURAL OR ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES TO CONSIDER FOR THE SITE?
Respecting archaeological, cultural, and environmental features of any site that Innergex develops is a priority. These 
studies and analyses will be conducted to gain a thorough understanding of the site and any findings. The intent would 
be to arrive at the best possible final layout that balances archaeological, cultural, environmental, technical, economic, 
and community considerations.

WHAT IS THE OVERALL IMPACT OF SOLAR PROJECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT?
Innergex must provide a complete analysis of the greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) created throughout the life cycle of 
the project as part of the Maui Electric Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) and Public Utilities Commission approval 
process. A recent and similar sized project analysis resulted in a comparison that showed a similarly sized solar project 
would eliminate 94% of the lifecycle and operational GHG emissions that would have been produced by the normal 
generation mix. 

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT?
Innergex responded to Maui Electric’s RFP and was selected to start PPA negotiations in May 2020. The initial term 
under the PPA is 25 years. Thereafter, the project can be acquired by Maui Electric, have its PPA renewed, or be 
decommissioned, recycled and site restored to its original state. Innergex anticipates completing construction and 
beginning operation of the project by the end of 2023.

WILL THE LOW COST OF OIL IMPACT SOLAR DEVELOPMENT AND WILL IT STILL HELP LOWER OUR 
BILLS?
The price of these utility scale projects remains lower than the utility’s overall cost and goes into their cost of procured 
power. Energy procurement is a small part of your electric bill and Maui Electric remains committed to 100% renewable 
energy by 2045. This project will be a part of that long-term plan and the price will remain the same to Maui Electric 
over the life of the PPA. Oil prices will continue to fluctuate. 

HOW WILL THE PROJECT BE DECOMMISSIONED?
As part of the decommissioning of a typical solar project after its useful lifecycle (between 25-35 years), any and all 
components associated with the project would be removed and the area would be restored to meet the natural 
environment surrounding it. Decommissioning criteria include consideration of local environmental factors to minimize 
effects such as erosion during the removal process, and the recycling of all possible materials demolished or removed 
from the site.  
Reuse or recycling of materials would be prioritized over disposal. Recycling is an area of great focus in the solar 
industry, and programs for both batteries and solar panels are advancing every year. Panels and batteries would most 
likely be shipped to recycling facilities on the mainland. 
If any materials need replacing before the facility end-of-life, Innergex would seek the most environmentally responsible 
route for reuse, recycling or disposal

For more information: www.kahanasolarproject.com
Email: kahanasolar@innergex.com



 
 

	
	

Proposer Name 
(Company Name) 
 

Kahana Solar, LLC 

 
Parent Company/ Owner/ 
Sponsor/ Business 
Affiliation/etc. 
 

Innergex Renewable Development USA LLC 

 
Project Name 
 

Kahana Solar Project 

 
Net AC Capacity of the 
Facility (MW) 
 

20 MWac 

 
Proposed Facility 
Location in/ near what 
City/ Area 
 

Napili-Honokowai, Maui 

 
TMK(s) of Facility 
Location  
 

(2) 4-3-001:017 

 
Point of 
Interconnection’s Circuit 
or Substation Name  
 

Lahaina #2 Mauka to Napili Circuit 

 
Project Description 
 

Kahana Solar Project (“the Project”) is a proposed 20 MWac solar 
photovoltaic (PV) system coupled with a 4-hour, 20 MW (80 MWh) DC-
coupled battery energy storage system located in Napili-Honokowai on 
Maui, Hawaii. The solar array and associated infrastructure would 
utilize approximately 220-acres. The solar arrays and associated 
infrastructure will connect into an existing Maui Electric Company 
transmission line adjacent to the site. 
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Project Site Map 
Site Layout Plan 
Interconnection Route 

 
 

The following is a conceptual project site map and layout that will be updated once detailed studies and analyses have been conducted 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE, IMPACTS AND 
PERMITTING PLAN 

Overall land use and 
environmental  
permits and approvals 
strategy  
 

 

Innergex has conducted extensive environmental and regulatory due 
diligence for the construction and operation of the proposed Project. A 
preliminary desktop assessment of the Project has been conducted, 
which looks at the existing environmental and cultural/archaeological 
resources at the Project area and identifies regulatory requirements, 
issues, constraints, and limitations as they relate to the Project. Innergex 
has used this preliminary information to site the Project in a location that 
minimizes environmental impacts and identify permit requirements.  

 

Based on the preliminary desktop data obtained for the Project area, 
there does not appear to be any known environmentally significant 
resources that will preclude the proposed Project; however, additional 
biological and site-specific resource surveys and studies are required to 
assess potential Project impacts, required avoidance and minimization 
measures and/or mitigation, and design limitations, and to refine 
required permitting criteria. 

 

These detailed studies will include general and detailed plant and wildlife 
surveys, wetland and waterways assessments, archaeological and 
cultural impact assessments, visual impact and glare analyses, and 
traffic and noise studies. 

 

Initial coordination meetings with key agencies will provide an 
opportunity to fully understand how federal, state, or local agency rules 
and policies could affect the Project, to confirm permits required and 
how permitting issues may differ for various Project components, and to 
confirm a schedule for approvals. Innergex plans to conduct meetings 
with key regulatory agencies, including State Historic Preservation 
Division (SHPD), State Land Use District, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife, Hawaii Department of Health (HDOH), and Maui County. 
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Gantt format schedule which identifies the sequencing of permit applications and approval 
activities and critical path. 



 
 

City Zoning and Land 
Use Classification 
 

The land within the Project area is within the County Agricultural District, is 
outside of any urban, small town, or rural growth boundaries, and is located 
in the Agricultural District of the West Maui Community Plan. Per the Maui 
County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (MCZO) §19.30A.050, solar 
energy facilities are allowed if they are less than 15 acres, occupy no more 
than 35 percent of the lot, and for facilities on the Land Study Bureau (LSB) 
rated A, B, or C classified soils, they must be compatible with existing 
agricultural uses. As the proposed Project will cover an area greater than 15 
acres in size, Maui County will allow the facility with an approved County 
CUP (per MCZO §19.30A.060). Note that a County CUP is different from a 
State SUP. 

Based on prior consultations with Maui County, Maui County staff has 
indicated that MCZO §19.30A.050 limits all solar facilities to the 35 percent 
lot coverage rule and that the County CUP does not provide an allowance 
for solar facilities to exceed the lot coverage threshold. The Project solar 
array areas are all proposed on TMK 4-3-001:017 which has a total area of 
1,387.57 acres, which allows up to 485.65 acres of lot coverage under the 
35 percent lot coverage rule. As the project area is approximately 220-
acres, it will meet the lot coverage rule. 

MCZO §19.30A.030 establishes development standards for the Agricultural 
District. These include the following dimensional standards:  

• Minimum front yard setback: 25 feet. 

• Minimum side and rear setback: 15 feet. 

• Maximum height: 30 feet. 

The Project anticipates complying with these development standards.  

The Project area is located within the West Maui Community Plan. The 
Community Plan is a strategic planning document and is not regulatory; 
however, County Special Use Permit approval criteria includes a 
requirement to be consistent with the applicable community plan(s) of the 
county. The West Maui Community Plan contains objectives and policies 
that encourage renewable energy development. The Project is anticipated 
to be consistent with West Maui Community Plan.  

The entire Project area lies within the State Agricultural District. The State 
Agricultural District has some restrictions on siting solar based on the LSB’s 
detailed soil classification system. Per HRS §205-2(d)(6), solar energy 
facilities are permitted in the State Agricultural District provided that the 
facility is sited on land with soil classification of B, C, D, or E and if the facility 
is on land with B or C soil classification, it shall not occupy more than 10 
percent of the acreage of the parcel, or 20 acres of land, whichever is less. 
If the solar facility is larger than the size restrictions described above on B or 
C classified land, a State Special Use Permit from the State Land Use 
Commission (LUC) would be required. The Project area is comprised of 
Class C soil with some small areas of Class E soils. Therefore, a State SUP 
will be required for the solar facility. 

State SUPs are first submitted to Maui County for processing and ultimately 
for County Planning Commission review. As the Project is over 15 acres, the 
Maui Planning Commission will provide a recommendation for approval to 
the State Land Use Commission, but the State Land Use Commission has 
the ultimate authority to approve or deny the permit. Applications for State 
SUPs and County CUPs can be combined and processed concurrently. 
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Discretionary and non-
discretionary  
Land use, environmental 
and construction permits 
and approvals 
 
Listing of Permits and 
Approvals 
 
 

 

Based on preliminary analysis, the below identifies all land use, 
environmental and construction permits, and approvals anticipated to be 
required for development, financing, construction and operation of the 
proposed Project. Through engagement with government agencies and 
officials and various studies and analyses, the list will be refined as needed. 

• State Special Use Permit (SUP); 

• Maui County Special Use Permit (CUP); 

• Hawaii Revised Statute (HRS) Chapter 6 E compliance, including 
State Historic Preservation Division review and approval of 
Archaeological Inventory Survey; 

• CWA §402 National Pollution Discharge and Elimination System 
General Stormwater Permit from Hawaii Department of Health 
(HDOH); 

• Federal Aviation Administration Determination of No Hazard 

• Construction Noise Permit from HDOH; 

• Grading, grubbing, building, and electrical permits from Maui County 
(must have County CUP approval before construction permits [e.g., 
building, grading, grubbing] can be issued.  

Although Innergex will design the Project to minimize impacts to Water of 
the U.S. (i.e. jurisdictional waters under the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers), if 
impacts are unavoidable, then the following permits may also be required: 

• Clean Water Act (CWA) §404 Nationwide Permit (NWP) from U.S. 
Army Corp of Engineers (to be confirmed based on results of 
jurisdictional determination and final Project design); 

• CWA §401 Water Quality Certificate from Department of Health under 
the blanket form (to be confirmed based on results of jurisdictional 
determination and final Project design); 

• Coastal Zone Management Consistency Determination from 
Department of Business Development, Economics, and Tourism 
Office of Planning (if CWA §404 NWP required); and 

• Stream Channel Alteration Permit from the Commission on Water 
Resource Management (CWRM) (if impacts are made to stream 
channels within CWRM jurisdiction).  

 

Preliminary 
environmental 
assessment of the site 
(including ant pre-
existing environmental 
conditions) 
  

A Preliminary Environmental Assessment (EA) was conducted in late 2019, 
which provides a high-level review of pre-existing environmental conditions, 
and potential short- and long-term impacts associated with the proposed 
Project in a variety of environmental areas, including: air quality, wildlife, 
vegetation, climate, soils, land use, natural hazards, noise, traffic, socio-
economic characteristics, visual impacts, hazardous waste, water quality, 
public safety, and recreation. No long-term direct or indirect impacts are 
anticipated from construction or operation of the proposed Project with the 
implementation of appropriate best management practices and avoidance 
and minimization measures.  However, the Preliminary EA identifies areas in 
which further study is required and will form the basis of our environmental 
program going forward. 

The Preliminary Environmental Assessment can be found on the project 
website kahanasolar.com. 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE IMPACTS 

Proposer's updated 
Community Outreach 
Plan must include a plan 
that (1) identifies cultural, 
historic or natural 
resources that will be 
impacted by the project 
(2) describes the
potential impacts on 
these resources and (3) 
identifies measures to 
mitigate such impacts. 

Based on the results from prior archaeological surveys, the Project area is 
unlikely to contain a high number of significant archaeological features. 
The previous archaeological work in the vicinity has shown that on 
flatlands like those within the Project area, archaeological sites have been 
absent because of the past impacts to the land. One archaeological 
resource is present in the Project, the Honolua-Honokohau Ditch and its 
depth beneath the ground surface will be assessed. Mitigation measures 
may be required for this resource to ensure the protection of this historic 
property. Once the Project area boundary is finalized (which will include 
all Project activities that may require ground disturbance), an 
archaeological consultant, authorized by the State Historic Preservation 
Division (SHPD), will initiate consultation with Maui SHPD and will 
complete an archaeological investigation survey (AIS) of the Project area. 

As part of the archaeological resource support, the archaeological 
consultant will also determine the presence or absence of cultural 
practices or traditionally significant cultural places within the Project area 
and vicinity. Background research and (if appropriate) ethnographic 
interviews with knowledgeable native Hawaiian will be conducted to 
determine if there are any known significant sites in or near the Project 
area. If cultural practices or traditionally significant cultural places are 
identified within the Project area or within the vicinity of the Project, 
Innergex will work with the archaeological consultant to assess potential 
Project impact to these sites and associated avoidance and minimization 
or mitigation measures. This will be detailed in a Cultural Impact 
Assessment. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Detailed Community 
Outreach Plan  
 

Obtaining community support is critical to a project’s viability and success. 
That support is the ultimate result of building a relationship between the 
project team,individuals and groups in the community. It is built on a spirit 
of listening to the values and priorities of residents as the project looks for 
win-win opportunities. This relationship, based on mutual respect, is a 
process carefully nurtured and protected. Innergex’s Community Outreach 
& Engagement Plan is based on these fundamentals. 

Every community that hosts one of Innergex’s projects is unique and 
Innergex always tries to adapt to each location’s individual needs. Creating 
lasting bonds of trust between people is at the core of our development 
strategy and we’re proud of the numerous and long-term relationships we 
have built with indigenous and rural communities across Canada. 

The Community Outreach & Engagement Plan is designed to build trust in 
the community for Innergex and the proposed Project. The plan proposes 
to meet a series of community and communication objectives centered on 
creating opportunities for the community to obtain information on the 
proposed project which will empower them to provide critical input and 
perspectives on it. These exchanges will enable the project to balance 
socio-cultural considerations with environmental and technical parameters 
as it evolves.  

Throughout the development processes, Innergex will build on its initial 
conversations with the local community, including community associations; 
state and county government administrators and elected officials; 
environmental and conservation groups; native Hawaiian and other cultural 
interests; and local businesses. Dialogue with organizations will also be 
initiated through this plan with the intent of understanding how their 
interests may be impacted and/or improved by the proposed project.  

As importantly, outreach and communications will go beyond already 
established groups and will incorporate one-on-one engagement sessions 
that enables the project team to hear from residents whose views are not 
captured by meetings with established groups. Prior experiences have 
underscored that these more individualized exchanges provide an avenue 
for input to those who may be intimidated by large gatherings. These also 
foster rich, unfettered input from the residents as well as an opportunity to 
answer specific questions about the project.  

Initial materials such as a Fact Sheet and FAQ will be developed to support 
Innergex’s community engagement efforts. As planning evolves, these will 
be updated and reissued to keep the community informed and to invite 
continuous feedback. A Community Feedback document will be developed 
that details how community input has influenced the development and 
siting of the project. The plan will incorporate traditional news media, new 
communication channels, and other community resources to augment 
information sharing, accuracy, and accessibility about and to the project. 
As the project moves through the regulatory processes, project update 
notices will be developed and published to keep readers informed on the 
project’s progress. 

Innergex will regularly assess its outreach strategies with the assistance of 
local partners and residents and adjust them for greatest effectiveness and 
relevance with stakeholders.   

Comprehensive details are included in the Community Outreach & 
Engagement Plan which can be found on the project website 
kahanasolarproject.com.	 
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Local Community 
Support or Opposition  
 

 

Innergex will continue to build upon our existing and extensive relationships 
with Maui stakeholders and local communities created as part of the 
development of our Paeahu Solar Project. To support community outreach 
efforts, Innergex has engaged the services of local consulting and 
community relations firm Skog Rasmussen LLC. 

 

Innergex has met representatives of Maui Land & Pineapple Company and 
the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve to more fully understand the mission 
and priorities of the Preserve. Innergex has confirmed its support of the 
Preserve over the life of the project. It is the largest private nature preserve 
on Maui and encompasses 8,304 acres. Additionally, Innergex has 
committed to support cultural resource work of the Aha Moku, annual 
sponsorships of community events, and ongoing grants to support energy 
efficiency measures. 

 

Through our initial consultations, we have received positive feedback for 
the project. It is important to Innergex that we hear the views of nearby 
residents, businesses, and the larger West Side community and answer 
the many questions that will be received. This collective feedback can lead 
to design changes that will enhance the plans, culminating in the best 
project possible for the community.  

 

 

Community Outreach 
Efforts  
 

 

Multiple audiences across a large geographic area that represent diverse 
interests and concerns call for an array of outreach strategies and tools to 
meet the objectives of the Community Outreach & Engagement Plan.   

 

Innergex wants the community to know that the project team is accessible 
and welcomes interactions. The team will draw from a mix of tools (e.g. 
Fast Facts, FAQ, and Community Feedback handouts, website, 
presentation slides/poster boards, mailers, and project update notices) and 
activities (e.g. introductory and update meetings, community 
presentations, public meeting, information sessions, resident interviews, 
local media editorial boards and testimonials) to achieve its objectives for 
engaging groups and residents in the community. Strategies will be 
evaluated after each action and event, and adjusted as necessary as the 
project unfolds. Innergex will also prepare a Community Engagement 
Report, summarizing the past year’s activities. 

 

Innergex will build upon its existing relationships with community members 
in the engagement efforts going forward. A public meeting is planned for 
July 7, 2020. Given the current situation with COVID-19, this meeting will 
be held virtually (online). Project information will be presented, and the 
opportunity to ask questions will be offered, with project team members 
available to respond in real time. 
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Community Benefits  
  

 
Innergex’s philosophy has always been to develop and operate reliable, 
high-quality projects while respecting the environment and balancing the 
best interests of communities and partners. Innergex is committed to 
applying its expertise, resources, and dedication to the good of the planet in 
actively addressing Maui’s unique challenges.   

The Community Contribution is intended to share project benefits with the 
community over the long term and to recognize the value of the support 
from the local community for the Project.  

Dedicated Funding to the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve  
Maui Land & Pineapple Company (MLP) owns and manages the Pu’u Kukui 
Watershed Preserve. It is the largest private nature preserve on Maui and 
encompasses 8,304 acres. MLP employs five full-time conservationists to 
manage and protect the area. Innergex has met representatives of MLP and 
the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve to more fully understand the mission 
and priorities of the Preserve and has confirmed its support of the Preserve 
over the life of the project. 

Support Cultural Resource Work of the Aha Moku 
Innergex will work with the Aha Moku O Ka’anapali and their leadership to 
find ways to assist them with cultural resource activities within the Kahana 
ahupua’a. 

Annual Grant to Support Energy Efficiency 
Innergex is committed to an annual grant program to a non-profit(s) to offset 
the costs of incorporating energy efficiency measures or installing solar 
energy at their facilities. The goal would be to help the organization achieve 
operating savings that would then free up funds for tangible program work.  

Local Employment & Contracting 
Construction and operation phases will create benefits in terms of new 
employment opportunities, as well as the use of local suppliers. Preference 
would be given to retaining local persons, consultants, businesses and 
contractors throughout the development of the project. 

Sponsorships 
Opportunities abound within Maui’s robust non-profit sector and its year-
round schedule of festivals, events, conferences, fundraisers, etc. Innergex 
is committed to evaluating sponsorships annually and providing support to a 
variety of events and causes. 

Memberships 
Through memberships in various community organizations, Innergex will 
participate in specific programs that support the missions of the 
organizations and help to advance mutually held values and goals. 
 
Project Benefits & Community Benefits are further details in the Project’s 
Community Outreach & Engagement Plan. 
 
 
 
 

	

For more information: www.kahanasolarproject.com

Email: kahanasolar@innergex.com
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CONTACT: Eddie Park, Director Development, 619-577-2736  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

epark@innergex.com       June 2, 2020 

 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY: NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE FOR  

PROPOSED KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT 

 

Innergex Renewable Development USA LLC has been selected to the Final Award Group in the Maui 

Electric’s competitive process to negotiate a contract for our Kahana Solar Project that will help in the 

state’s goal of transitioning to 100% renewable energy by 2045.  We are proposing a 20 MW solar PV 

system and 80 MWh battery energy storage system on private land located in Napili-Honokowai on 

Maui, Hawaii.   

Should a contract be awarded for the Project, all required permits and approvals would still need to be 

obtained and further community engagement sessions will be conducted.   

DATE: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 

TIME: 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm (HST) 

LOCATION:  Online 

TO REGISTER: Go to kahanasolarproject.com and click the registration link or email us at 

kahanasolar@innergex.com and a registration link and event details will be emailed to you. 

 

PURPOSE: To share information about a solar and battery storage project for a renewable energy 
project proposed to be developed in Napili-Honokowai near Kaanapali and to solicit public comments to 
be filed with the Public Utilities Commission. 

 

CONTACT: For more information, call 619-577-2736, email kahanasolar@innergex.com, or visit 
kahanasolarproject.com 

 

-30- 

 

mailto:epark@innergex.com
mailto:epark@innergex.com
mailto:kahanasolar@innergex.com
mailto:kahanasolar@innergex.com






■ ■ ■B6 — Monday, June 1, 2020 — THE MAUI NEWS

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
 THE SECOND CIRCUIT

 STATE OF HAWAII
 SUMMONS

 TO: Defendant BRIGITTE MARTINE 
 HENRINA VINCKEN and spouses, 
 assigns, successors, personal represen -
 tatives, executors, administrators, and 
 trustees of Brigitte Martine Henrina
 Vincken; and all other persons
 unknown claiming any right, title, 
 estate, lien or interest in and to the real 
 property described and

 TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 
 YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
 WOUTER VAN DER GAAG, as Domi -
 ciliary Foreign Executor of the Estate of 
 Genius Jacobus Van der Gaag has filed an 
 Amended Complaint in the Second Cir -
 cuit Court, State of Hawaii, Civil No. 
 2CCV-20-0000076 to determine your
 interest in that certain real property land 
 in Haou, Hana, Maui, Hawaii identified as 
 TMK (2) 1-5-004-010.

 YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to
 appear in the courtroom of the Hon. Kel -
 sey T. Kawano, Judge of the Second Cir -
 cuit, in his courtroom Number 3 at 
 Hoapili Hale, 2145 Main Street, fourth 
 floor, Wailuku, Hawai‘i 96793 on 
 Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. or 
 to file an Answer or other pleading with
 the Court and serve it before said day 
 upon Plaintiff’s attorney Brian R. Jenkins, 
 whose address is Jenkins & Jenkins
 L.L.P., 24 N. Church Street, Suite 407,
 Wailuku, Hawai‘i 96793. If you fail to do 
 so, default will be rendered against you 
 for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

 Dated: May 14, 2020.

 /s/ Sidnei Camacho (seal)
 Clerk, Second Circuit Court

 (MN: June 1, 8, 15, 22, 2020)

VIRTUAL PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION

Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2020

Time: 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm (HST)

To Register: Go to kahanasolarproject.com and click the registration
link or email us at kahanasolar@innergex.com and a registration 
link and event details will be emailed to you.

Innergex Renewable Development USA LLC has been selected to 
the Final Award Group in Maui Electric’s competitive process to 
negotiate a contract for our Kahana Solar Project that will help in 
the state’s goal of transitioning to 100% renewable energy by 
2045. We are proposing a 20 MW solar PV system and 80 MWh 
battery energy storage system on private land located in Napili-
Honokowai on Maui, Hawaii. 

Should a contract be awarded for the Project, all required 
permits and approvals would still need to be obtained and 
further community engagement outreach will continue.

Due to current physical distancing guidelines and in order to 
provide a safe information sharing environment, we will be 
holding a virtual community meeting to provide information and 
get feedback on the proposed project as part of the procurement 
process. Innergex representatives will outline the project details 
including its components, environmental and archaeological 
surveys, community benefits, and the overall process followed by 
a question and answer period. We encourage and welcome all 
interested community members to join us for this information 
session.

If you are unable to attend the virtual open house you may still 
make a written submission during the public comment period to 
the Public Utilities Commission which begins July 8 and ends 
August 6, 2020. All comments received during this period in 
relation to the proposed project will be considered.

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE

FOR THE PROPOSED KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT

For more information on the proposed 
Kahana Solar Project please visit 
kahanasolarproject.com 

or email 
kahanasolar@innergex.com

 Notice of Waitlist Opening
 KENOLIO APARTMENTS

 116 Nokahea Loop, Kihei, HI 96753
 APPLY ONLINE TODAY!
 Only online applications will be accepted.  Please visit www.eahhousing.org and 
 complete your application today!

 Affordable 184-unit Residential Workforce Housing (RWH) and Low-Income
 Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) property featuring one, two, and three bedroom units. 
 Property will open in three phases as follows:

 Phase 1 – 55 units – projected opening August 2020

 Phase 2 – 61 units – projected opening January 2021

 Phase 3 – 68 units – projected opening May 2021

 A preference for applicants meeting the definition of “resident” as contained in the 
 County of Maui (RHH) Policy (MCC Chapter 2.96) will apply. Proof of qualification
 for this preference may be required.

 Eligible applicant incomes cannot exceed the County of Maui Area Median 
 Income (AMI). If your total income is less than the 60% AMI income based on size of
 household, you may qualify.

 AMI  1 Person  2 Person  3 Person  4 Person  5 Person  6 Person  7 Person

 30%  $21,540  $24,600  $27,690  $30,750  $33,210  $35,670  $38,130

 60%  $43,080  $49,200  $55,380  $61,500  $66,420  $71,340  $76,260

 Income Limits based on published LIHTC Income Limits for 2020 (subject to change)

 Applications are available now. Estimated date of move in is projected for August
 2020.

 A lottery will determine the order in which applications are screened for initial 
 placement. Completed applications received by 5:00pm on June 26, 2020 will be 
 included in the lottery. A lottery number signifies the order in which the applications
 are reviewed for eligibility.

 Applications received after 5:00pm on June 26, 2020 will be placed on the waitlist 
 based on date and time received.

 The lottery will be held on June 30, 2020. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 
 lottery will not be open to the public.  Applicants will be contacted within seven days 
 following the lottery.

 For more information on Kenolio Apartments call 808-762-2028, 
 email  ka-management@eahhousing.org , or visit the EAH Housing 

 website at  www.eahhousing.org

 EAH Housing (RB-16985) CalBRE Lic. #00853495 is the managing agent for Pacific 
 West Communities, the developer.  Both are Equal Housing Opportunity Companies.

 (MN: May 27, 28, 29, 30; June 1, 2020)

020 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

APT/CONDO -
SOUTH MAUI

MAUI VISTA
Beautiful Remodel!

1 Bed, 1 bath, 588 sf
MLS 386465 $459K

Carolyn Wilfley, R(S)
MauiCarolyn.com

MauiCarolyn@gmail.com
808-280-4721

Pending

NEW LISTING
Palms at Wailea, #1805

2bd/2bath. 
$879,000.

Lisa S. Oyama
R(B);  283-7426 (C)

Info@RealEstateMauiHawaii.com

(808) 874-8668 

Each office independently

owned and operated

SOLD!

NEW!
Palms at Wailea #803

2 bd/2 bath
$799,000

Lisa S. Oyama
R(B);  283-7426 (C)

Info@RealEstateMauiHawaii.com

(808) 874-8668 

Each office independently

owned and operated

SOLD!

022 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

HOMES -
SOUTH MAUI

293 Alaume St.

Tropical Two Level Home.
4B/4B/Office/Ohana/

Det. Flex Space/Fenced
Hot Tub. MLS386579.

$1,075,000 fs

Vicki Tabacchi
RS-63649

Direct: 808.298.6209
vickionmaui@aol.com 

Minna de Ki o
Tsukemashoo!

Lisa S. Oyama
R(B);  283-7426 (C)

Info@RealEstateMauiHawaii.com

(808) 874-8668 
Each office independently

owned and operated

Shelly H. Kusunoki, (B)
RB-19305

(808) 269-7755

027 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

HOMES -
UPCOUNTRY

Come Home to the 808!
Main house 5 BR/3Ba

Ohana 2BR/1Ba
900 sf Workshop

5 level acres, $1.699M

Susan Anton, R(S)
Lic # RS-75322
808-283-0460

BI-COASTAL VIEWS
3 Bdm / 2 Bath, 2493 sf
Custom Woodworking

2000 sf Workshop.
Kula - $1,828,000

Lynette
Pendergast
Lic #RB-21145

(R) Broker
(808) 633-3534

JUST LISTED
Single level 4393 Opana
Place, 2B/1B w/carport.

Mature fruit trees,
spacious 1 acre in Haiku. 

Listed: $685K

Elena Jones
R(S) 64451

808-283-7369
808elenajones@gmail.com

Aisha Jones
R(S) 79907

808-280-5851

Makawao Town
1106 Puana Street

3 bed 1 bath fully
remodeled. Best priced

home at $629,500

Call 808-298-9257

Claudia Garcia 
RB# 19614

Maui International
Real Estate Services Inc
3620 Baldwin Avenue,

Suite 208
Makawao, HI 96768

Paia / Kuau Bayview 
40 Kaiea Place

Ocean view and lots of
square footage looking

for new owner must love
beach 3 bed 2.5 bath
plus craft room and
screened-in lanai

New Price $1,099,000
Call to set up showing...

Claudia Garcia 
RB# 19614

808-298-9257

Maui International
Real Estate Services Inc
3620 Baldwin Avenue,

Suite 208
Makawao, HI 96768

055 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE -
VACANT LAND

VACANT LOT
Wailea Pualani

3378 E Lani Ikena
MLS 385636 $695K

Sherrie Stinger, R(S)
StingerOnMaui.com

StingerOnMaui@gmail.com
808-283-8050

055 REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE -
VACANT LAND

A Piece of Paradise!

Ready to Build 20,952
sf Lot. Steps to Makena
Bay. Ocean & Outer Is-

land Views. Incl per-
mit/plans. $6.9M FS

MLS 385215

Vicki Tabacchi
RS-63649

Direct: 808.298.6209

vickionmaui@aol.com 

JUST LISTED!
750 Lanina Pl, Kihei

Maui Meadows
1/2 acre vacant land

$489,000

Brian K. Delmore R(S)
808-212-7707

brian@delmore.net
www.delmore.net

Pending

100 NOTICE

ADVERTISING
STANDARDS

Advertising published in
the Maui News is accept-
ed on the premise that
the merchandise and ser-
vices offered are accu-
rately described and will-
ingly sold to customers at
the advertised prices.
Advertisers are aware of
these conditions. Adver-
tising that does not con-
form to these standards,
or  that is deceptive or
misleading, is never
knowingly accepted. If
any reader encounters
noncompliance with
these standards, we ask
that you inform

The Maui News 
Advertising Department

242-6333

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

PUBLISHER’S
LIABILITY FOR

ERROR:
The publisher shall not be
liable for slight changes or
typographical errors that
do not lessen the value of
an advertisement. The
publisher’s liability for other
errors is strictly limited to
publicaiton of the adver-
tisement in any subse-
quent issue or the refund
of any monies paid for the
advertisement.

INDEMNIFICATION:
The advertiser and/or
advertising agency agrees
to defend and indemnify
the publisher against any
and all liability, loss or
expenses arising from
claims of libel, unfair com-
petition, unfair trade prac-
tices, infringement of
trademarks, copyrights,
trade names, patents or
proprietary rights or viola-
tion of rights of privacy
resulting from the publica-
tion of the advertiser’s
advertisement.
❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚❚

120 FOUND

Found
Something?

HELP
YOUR NEIGHBOR

BY PLACING A

FREE
FOUND AD

IN THIS COLUMN

242-6333
Mon. - Fri. 8-4:30 pm

130 FINANCIAL

ADVERTISERS
Who offer an investment
for sale may be required
to comply with the Hawaii
Sale of Securities Law. It
is the responsibility of the
person advertising to
determine whether he/
she is subject to the law.

For more information
call:

SecuritiesExaminer.

586-2722

135 BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

HAIKU
Motor Routes

available

FOR THE
MAUI NEWS

Knowledge of
Haiku Roads/
area a plus.
Must have 

reliable vehicle
and insurance.

Call Joey,
280-9088

140 SERVICE

DIRECTORY

ADVERTISERS
Who offer an investment
for sale may be required
to comply with the Hawaii
Sale of Securities Law

It is the responsibility of
the person advertising to
determine whether he/
she is subject to the law.

For more info call:
Securities Examiner

586-2722

Plexiglass 
Sneeze Guard 

Ace Auto Glass 
871-7921

145 HELP WANTED

- GENERAL

Bacon Universal
is looking for a

Experienced parts person
for counter sales with
strong computer and cus-
tomer service skills. Offer-
ing competitive wages
with benefits. Please
email resume to: 

eramiscal@
baconuniversal.com

or fax to 
(808) 839-6164

PARTS COUNTER
SALES - MAUI

205 APT/CONDO

RENTAL -
CENTRAL

$1250 1Bd/1Ba
Renovated, 2nd flr unit

in H&S Apartments.
Water, trash included.  

Rae S. Yoshida, R
Principal Broker

Property Management
Specialist

homemanagersmaui.com

20 Central Ave., Wailuku
808-986-8118

$1700 1bd/1ba cottage
in Kula Mala

1-car carport, W/D,
updated kitchen and
bath, ocean views
500sqft, no pets,

Not HUD approved  

Rae S. Yoshida, R
Principal Broker

Property Management
Specialist

homemanagersmaui.com
20 Central Ave., Wailuku

808-986-8118

1Bd/1Ba, fully refurb. apt
in Wailuku w/ an incredible
view. Ready for rent 6/1.
Utils. & prkg incl. $1350.
Call Lydia, 808-870-3582.

205 APT/CONDO

RENTAL -
CENTRAL

1774 L. Main St
#2, #8, #15 

1 Bd / 1 Bath Apt.
$950.00/mo each +

utils. N/P. N/S.

1870 Mill St #1 
1 Bd / 1 Bath Apt.

$1,000.00/mo + utils.
N/P. N/S.

Central Apts. 53
Central Ave #12A 

1 Bd / 1 Bath Apt.
$1,100.00/mo + utils.
N/P. N/S. Avail 06/03

Central Apts. 53
Central Ave #8  

Studio Apt. $800.00/mo
+ utils. N/P. N/S.

205 APT/CONDO

RENTAL -
CENTRAL

Harbor Lights.
111 Kah Bch Rd

#A-216
2 Bd / 1.5 Bath Condo.
$1,600.00/mo + elec.

N/P. N/S.

205 APT/CONDO

RENTAL -
CENTRAL

Kahului Ikena.
44 Kunihi Lane

#222
2 Bd / 2 Bath Condo.
$1,800.00/mo + utils.

W/D.N/P. N/S.  
Not HUD apprvd.

205 APT/CONDO

RENTAL -
CENTRAL

Kahului Ikena.
64 Kunihi Ln

#322
2 Bd / 2 Bath Apt.

$1,850.00/mo + utils.
W/D.N/P. N/S. 

Not HUD apprvd.

205 APT/CONDO

RENTAL -
CENTRAL

Seaview. 529
Pio Dr #4 

1 Bd / 1 Bath Apt.
$1,000.00/mo + utils.

N/P. N/S.

Count on Classifieds

Call: 242-6333

The Maui News

Classifieds
Can Really 

Work For You!

The Maui News
242-6333

Classifieds Builds Results

242-6333

Profit From Classified Sales











1

Julia Mancinelli

From: Kahanasolar
Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 8:41 PM
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog (jskog@skograsmussen.com); Teena Rasmussen; Eddie Park; Julia 

Mancinelli (JMancinelli@innergex.com)
Subject: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Click the link to join the Virtual Open House:  https://bit.ly.KahanaVOH 

Hope you can join us! 
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development 
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment 
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Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com  
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn  
 
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030 
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, 
avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security 
by reducing imports.” 
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Julia Mancinelli

From: Diane Pure <dpure@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 1:53 PM
To: Diane Sawyer Pure
Subject: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître 
l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance. 

WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the 
content is safe. 
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Click the link to join the Virtual Open House:  https://bit.ly.KahanaVOH 

Hope you can join us! 

Eddie Park, Director – Business Development 
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment 
  

 

  
Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com  
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn  
  
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030 
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, 
avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security 
by reducing imports.” 
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Julia Mancinelli

From: Kahanasolar
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:38 PM
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog; Teena Rasmussen; Eddie Park
Subject: REMINDER: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 

9 at 5:30 pm

To join the Virtual Open House: 
 Register on the project website:  www.kahanasolarproject.com or  
 Click the WebEx link to join:  https://bit.ly/KahanaVOH 

 
Hope you can join us! 
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development 
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment 
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From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030 
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, 
avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security 
by reducing imports.” 
 



Dec. 10th, 2020  •  Dec. 16th, 2020 Lahaina News • 3

‘Gifting Trees for Maui’ project expanding

LAHAINA — After the success-
ful launch of the “La‘au Ha‘awi
Maui — Gifting Trees for

Maui” initiative at the Ka Hale a Ke Ola
Homeless Resource Center on Saturday,
Nov. 28, two “Tree Gifting” events will
be held for the Maui community.

On Saturday, Dec. 12, the first tree
gifting location will be set up by the
Rotary Club of  Kihei-Wailea in
South Maui. 

The St. Theresa Church parking lot
will have a tent and booth to distribute
FREE tree saplings starting at 10 a.m
until all of the saplings are distributed.  

Social distancing protocols will be in
place for the selection and pick up of
trees. There will be 100 fruit-bearing tree
saplings available, and selection will be
limited to two saplings per person. 

On the same day in West Maui, there
will be a booth set up at the Napili
Farmer’s Market starting at 8 a.m.
This booth will be manned by mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of Lahaina
Sunset, and 100 fruit-bearing tree
saplings will be available at this site.

An Upcountry site and date will be
announced for a similar tree-gifting
event before the holidays. 

Along with the trees, the recipients
will receive a simple planting and “car-
ing for your tree” manual. Donations
are welcome but not required to
receive the gift of a tree.  

This collaborative tree gifting proj-
ect is a joint effort by the nine Rotary
Clubs of Maui, Ohana Gardens and
Uncle George Kahumoku Jr. 

Mariko Higashi, project coordinator,

said, “All of our partners believe that

the solution to island-wide food securi-

ty and global climate change are one in

the same — creating carbon-rich, fer-

tile soils for local food production. We

know that our island can grow food

year-round, and our goal is to provide

upwards of 1,000 trees to support this

two-month effort.”

For more information on the South

Maui event, contact Rich Wu at rich-

wu@hawaiilife.com.  

For more information on the West

Maui gifting site, contact Higashi at

marikoinmaui@gmail.com.  

For more information about making

a donation to support this project, go to

https://mauiohanagardens.org/treeplant

ing/.  ■

C

HOLIDAYS
see MOTORS
From 2 to 250 horsepower

MOTORS

Visit boat dealership at
1976 Wells St., Wailuku

244-2000

Drop by

to view 50th

Anniversary

deals!

RUISE INTO THE . . .

Tent sale thru Dec.
New items added weekly!

*Always wear a life jacket when

boating and read owner’s manual.

Uncle George Kahumoku Jr. explains how to plant a tree
sapling at the launch of the “La‘au Ha‘awi Maui — Gifting
Trees for Maui” project held on Saturday Nov. 28. Looking on
are Rotary Club members Mike Luque and Mariko Higashi.
Jenny Pell from Ohana Gardens orchestrated the launch
operations at Ka Hale a Ke Ola Homeless Resource Center.Maui Film Festival to

feature 70 films
The first-ever Maui Film Festival

Speed-of-Light Virtual Cinema is set
for Dec. 11, 2020 through Jan. 03,
2021.

Enjoy 70 films curated by Maui
Film Festival Director Barry Rivers. 

Make the world go away, leave your
bubble and travel the world virtually!

The festival will feature 70 Maui
premieres and 30 film programs.

There are Virtual Cinema Pass
Options starting at $48.

For more information, visit
www.mauifilmfestival.com.  ■

Maui Memorial Medical Center 
Maui Memorial Outpatient Clinic

Kula Hospital and Clinic 
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            Serving Maui for  
           over 52 years                                                     For Elegance, Sophistication and Expertise,  Commercial/Contract/Residential 
                                                                          We are your One Stop Shop for all your interior needs. Floorings, Window Treatments, Upholstery and more     

                    
 

1036 Limahana Place #3L, Lahaina, HI 96761. P: 808 661 4268 

         Email : sales@lahainacarpets.com   Website: www.lahainacarpets.com         
 

 Hunter Douglas Gallery Dealer 
 Extensive Window Covering Section 
 Custom & Stock Carpeting 
 Wood Flooring 
 Waterproof Luxury Vinyl Planks 
 Upholstery and Fabrics 
 Draperies and Fabrics 
 Expert Installers & Upholsterers 
 In House Upholstery Shop 
 Sleeper sofa Mechanisms/Mattresses 
 Free Consultation and Estimates 

Rotary Club of Lahaina Sunset to 
award two academic scholarships 

LAHAINA—The Rotary Club of
Lahaina Sunset is awarding two
$2,500 academic scholarships

to two graduating seniors who live in
West Maui, Hana or Molokai and
attend a Maui or Molokai high school.
The students should demonstrate supe-
rior academic abilities, involvement in
school activities, a winning character
profile and must be pursuing a field of
study that will benefit the environment. 

The scholarship highlights the club’s
commitment to support the educational
goals of local youth. 

“Knowledge is power, and we are
thrilled to help a senior student reach
his or her educational goals,” said
Kelsey Briggs, Youth Service chair.
“We’re pleased to support the education
of two local students who will have the
opportunity to continue sustainability

efforts on Maui well into the future.” 

The academic awards also reflect the
Rotary Club of Lahaina Sunset’s focus
on environmental initiatives — a core
mission that is realized through sus-
tainability projects.  

These projects include the La‘au
Ha‘awi Maui tree planting program,
the installation and maintenance of
more than 35 rescue tubes at West
Maui beach parks and the “Go Green”
Saturday Recycling in conjunction
with Malama Maui Nui and 5A 
Rent-a-Space. 

The application deadline is May 1,
2021. To receive a scholarship applica-
tion, or to learn more, e-mail Briggs at
kelseymbriggs.kb@gmail.com. ■

YOU’RE INVITED
Kahana Solar Update Virtual Open House

We invite you to our next Virtual Open House for an update on the 
Kahana Solar Project in West Maui.  We hope you will join us as we 
share the updated design based on the archaeological survey, 
environmental studies and community feedback.

Date and Time:      Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 5:30 pm
Register at:             http://bit.ly/KahanaSolar
Toll-Free Option:  1-844-621-3956 (use Access Code: 182 908 7860)

www.kahanasolarproject.com
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The Rotary Club
of Lahaina Sun-
set presented
one of the two
2020 Go for the
Green $2,500
Scholarships to
Maria Angst
from Molokai
High School. She
is currently
attending Univer-
sity of San Diego
majoring in Envi-
ronmental and
Ocean Science
with a minor in
Business Admin-
istration.

Jersey Mike’s Subs
open in Lahaina

LAHAINA — Jersey Mike’s
Subs, known for its fresh
sliced/fresh grilled subs,

opened at 1221 Honoapiilani Highway
in Lahaina on March 17. 

The franchise owner is Alvaro Garcia. 

Based on guidance from the CDC and
public health authorities, to start, Jersey

Mike’s dining room will be open at a
reduced capacity with socially distant
tables inside and full seating outdoors.  

Guests can place takeout orders in-
store or for pickup through the website
(jerseymikes.com) or through the Jer-
sey Mike’s App.

The new restaurant’s hours are 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week. 

Customers can contact the location
directly at (808) 793-0009.  ■

for the  
Whole ‘Ohana

EASTER  
Takeout Specials

 | $125  
Available for pickup on 4/3 & 4/4

Choice of: 
HONEY SMOKED HAM & KING CRAB  

or PRIME RIB EASTER BRUNCH
All meals come with an assortment of fruit,  

fresh baked pastries, salad and breakfast potatoes. 
 

Additional add-ons like our passion-orange-guava 
mimosa kit will also be available for purchase!

For more details, check out our websites or follow us on social media!

kimosmaui.com        |        leilanis.com        |        hulagrillkaanapali.com        |        dukesmaui.com
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 “Serving Maui for over 50 years”
 877-6305

 332 Wakea Avenue, Kahului

 Create your Perfect Kitchen… Create your Perfect Kitchen… Create your Perfect Kitchen…
 Arthur

YOU’RE INVITED
Kahana Solar Update Virtual Open House

We invite you to our next Virtual Open House for an update on the 
Kahana Solar Project in West Maui.  We hope you will join us as we 
share the updated design based on the archaeological survey, 
environmental studies and community feedback.

Date and Time:      Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 5:30 pm
Register at:             http://bit.ly/KahanaSolar
Toll-Free Option:  1-844-621-3956 (use Access Code: 182 908 7860)

www.kahanasolarproject.com

Hanamatsuri 
will be online  

Two Hanamatsuri services
featuring a virtual flower festi-
val and the birth of the Buddha
will be held online in April.

Makawao Hongwanji Mis-
sion will air its festival at 9
a.m. April 4 on Facebook Live
at www.facebook.com/
MakawaoHongwanji/ while
the Central Maui Hanamatsuri
Association will present its cel-
ebration at 9 a.m. April 11 via
YouTube at youtube.com/
channel/UCKV4gOdAxfKX9
_tjo8lzVBQ.

Hanamatsuri is typically a
large in-person gathering with
a Buddhist sangha that would
attract hundreds. The in-person
events were canceled last year
and this due to COVID-19.

However, the Central Maui
Hanamatsuri Association de-
cided to put the events online
for the public to participate. 

The Hanamatsuri celebra-

tion features the hanamido, or
“flower palace,” adorned with
flowers and baby Buddha.

During in-person services,
children use a ladle filled with
sweat tea to “bathe” the baby
Buddha with “sweet rain.” In
turn, the kupuna enjoy watch-
ing the children's delight and
also admire the floral arrange-
ment of the hanamido. 

Mayor Michael Victorino is
expected to proclaim April 5 to
11 as Hanamatsuri Week.

For more information, con-
tact one of the participating
temples: Kahului and Wailuku
Jodo Missions; Kahului,
Makawao and Wailuku Hong-
wanji Missions; Puunene
Nichiren; Vietnamese Bud-
dhist Temple; and Wailuku
Shingon Mission.

Waipuna Chapel
Easter services set

Waipuna Chapel will hold
two special services on Easter

weekend, April 2 to 4.
A quiet service of remem-

brance of Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross for all of mankind is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Good Fri-
day. Children's programming
is offered for ages 3 to 12.

Easter Sunday services are
set for 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.,
with music provided by the
Waipuna choir, and children’s
programming for ages 3 to 12.

Everyone ages 5 and older
should wear a mask. Seating is
socially distanced, including
for two outdoor seating areas. 

For details, visit
waipunachapel.com or call the
church office at 878-6343.

Waipuna Chapel is located
at 17 Omaopio Rd in Kula.

St. Theresa sets
Easter schedule 

St. Theresa Roman Catholic
Church Kihei has set its Holy
Week and Easter schedule, be-
ginning with Holy Thursday
on April 1 and culminating
with Easter Sunday on April 4.

Holy Thursday Mass will
commence at 7 p.m.; there will
be no morning Mass.

Good Friday will begin with
a service at noon, followed by
services at 3 and 7 p.m., with
no morning Mass.

Saturday is Easter Vigil with
a 7:30 p.m. Mass. Confessions
will not be held.

Easter Sunday begins with a
7 a.m. Mass in the church and
courtyard. Mass will be held at
9 and 11 a.m. in the church and
courtyard.

Anyone who is sick, who
has been exposed to COVID-
19 or who has a health condi-
tion continues to be dispensed.

Participants must wear face
masks at all times, except upon
receiving the Holy Eucharist.

There are a limited number
of seats for each Mass. Partici-
pants may reserve seats each
week for specific Masses on-
line at www.saint-theresa.com

Four-year-old
Benjamin
Higuchi ad-
mires the
hanamido, or
“flower
palace,”
adorned with
flowers for the
baby Buddha,
in  2019 when
the last in-per-
son Hanamat-
suri festival
was held at
Makawao
Hongwanji
Mission. Fes-
tivities will be
online this
year.

Higuchi 
family photo

LOCAL RELIGION IN BRIEF
or by calling 879-4844 be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday.

■ Local Religion in Brief is pub-
lished every Friday and welcomes
news releases and announce-
ments from churches and religious
organizations in Maui County that
wish to publicize guest speakers,
special events and programs, and
news items. The deadline for sub-
mitting releases is 10 a.m. Tues-
day in order to be considered for
publication the following Friday. To
submit material, call 249-6846 or
send email to community@
mauinews.com. "Church Listings"
advertisements also are published
on Fridays. For information, in-
cluding cost or to update an exist-
ing listing, contact t advertising de-
partment at 242-6316 or ad-
sales@mauinews.com.

By JONATHAN LEMIRE and ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden at
his first news conference Thursday left the door
open to backing fundamental changes in Senate
procedure to muscle key parts of his agenda like
immigration and voting rights past Republicans
“if there’s complete lockdown and chaos.î”

Even as his administration navigates the
COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting eco-
nomic damage, Biden is grappling with how to
deliver on a host of big promises despite a razor-
thin Senate majority. He teased that changes to
Senate rules that would allow bills to pass with
fewer votes may be necessary.

“If there’s complete lockdown and chaos, as
a consequence of the filibuster, then we’re go-
ing to have to go beyond what I’m talking
about,î” he said.

Despite strong poll numbers, Biden faces
headwinds in delivering on his legislative agen-
da. His party’s congressional majorities are nar-
row, Republican opposition appears entrenched
and not all Democrats are aligned in reforming

Senate rules on the filibuster.
Biden at first backed a modification — not

elimination — of the tactic. But he then sug-
gested, at least on certain issues, he would go
further, saying the filibuster — which requires
60 votes to pass laws in the Senate — was be-
ing “abused in a gigantic way”î by Republicans.

“I want to get things done. I want to get them
done consistent with what we promised the
American people,” said Biden.î

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer at
his own press conference Thursday didn’t  lean
too heavily into filibuster changes, only saying
that “everything, everything is on the table.î” 

And West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin, a mod-
erate Democrat whose vote is critical, said he
thought the rules were there to make sure “the
big guy doesn’t pick on the little guy,î” adding
that he was trying to protect “basic civility.î”

Biden’s own political future came up at the
press conference as well. The 78-year-old pres-
ident said for the first time his “plan is to run for
reelection, that is my expectation.î” 

But he made clear his focus was on the here
and now and not a distant election. “I am going
to deal with all of those problems,î” he pledged. 

One key item on the list: Republican efforts
to limit voting rights, an effort the president

deemed “sick”î and “un-American.”î He argued
that even GOP voters believe actions that make
it harder for people to cast ballots are “despica-
ble”î attempts to undermine democracy.

The president was repeatedly pressed about
the situation at the U.S.-Mexico border, where
increasing numbers of young migrants have
overwhelmed the government’s holding facili-
ties. Biden promised better media access to the
camps as well as improvements to the nation’s
immigration system and U.S. help to improve
conditions in the migrants’ home countries. 

And in the aftermath of two mass shootings
in a week, Biden was pressed on  new gun vio-
lence laws. He responded that legislating is “a
matter of timing”î and then gave a long-winded
answer about his infrastructure plan, which he
said will be his administration’s next priority.

Biden had held off on holding his first news
conference until he could use it to celebrate
progress against the pandemic and passage of a
giant COVID-19 relief package.

In his opening remarks, he declared that
“hope is on the way,”î and he doubled his origi-
nal goal on COVID-19 vaccines by pledging
that the nation will administer 200 million dos-
es by the end of his first 100 days in office as
the president pushes to defeat a pandemic that

has killed more than 545,000 Americans. 
When Biden moved on to fielding questions,

he didn’t get a single query about the virus.
Biden acknowledged several vexing foreign

policy problems that he faces immediately, in-
cluding growing concerns about North Korea’s
nuclear program, a May 1 deadline to withdraw
U.S. troops from Afghanistan, and China’s ris-
ing stature as an economic competitor.

On Afghanistan, Biden committed to pulling
U.S. troops out of Afghanistan, but expressed
doubts about meeting the May 1 deadline that
was set by Trump. He said that he did not be-
lieve troops would still be there in 2022. 

Biden also vowed that China’s ambition of
becoming the wealthiest and most powerful
country in the world is “not going to happen un-
der my watch.î”

The nationally televised event was a chance
for reporters to press Biden and move him away
from the carefully curated talking points pro-
duced by his White House. There were none of
the personal attacks on members of the press
like those made by his predecessor, yet at one
point he noted that the session had run more
than an hour and it was time to wrap up.

“Folks, I’m going,”î Biden said as he walked
away.

Biden: Policies may require filibuster change
No COVID questions at
first news conference

Cnes2021, Distribution Airbus DS photo via AP

This satellite image shows the cargo ship MV Ever Given stuck in the Suez Canal Thursday as at least 150 other ves-
sels needing to pass through the crucial waterway idled waiting for the obstruction to clear.

Losses mount from vessel stuck in Suez canal
ISMAILIA, Egypt (AP) — Dredgers,

tugboats and even a backhoe failed to free
a giant cargo ship wedged in Egypt’s Suez
Canal on Thursday. More than 150 ves-
sels are now backed up, with hundreds
more headed to the vital waterway, and
losses to global shipping are mounting.

The skyscraper-sized Ever Given, car-
rying cargo between Asia and Europe, ran
aground Tuesday in the narrow, man-
made canal dividing continental Africa
from the Sinai Peninsula. Even helped by
high tides, authorities have been unable to
push the Panama-flagged container vessel
aside, and they are looking for new ideas.

In a sign of the turmoil the blockage has
caused, the ship’s Japanese owner even
offered a written apology. 

As efforts to free it resumed at daylight
Thursday, an Egyptian canal authority of-
ficial said workers hoped to avoid offload-
ing containers from the vessel as it would
take days to do so and extend the closure. 

So far, dredgers have tried to clear silt
around the ship. Tug boats nudged the
vessel alongside it, trying to gain momen-
tum. However, satellite photos showed the
vessel still stuck in the same location.

Lt. Gen. Osama Rabei, the head of the
canal authority, said navigation would re-

main halted until the Ever Given is refloat-
ed. A team from Boskalis, a Dutch firm
specialized in salvaging, arrived at the
canal Thursday, although one of its top of-
ficials warned removing the vessel could
take “days to weeks.”

The Suez Canal Authority said one idea
the team discussed was scraping the bot-
tom of the canal around the ship.

The company that manages the Ever
Given, said they were focusing on dredg-
ing to remove sand and mud from around
the port side of the vessel’s bow. It said a
specialized suction dredger would join
other dredgers on the site. 

BOULDER, Colo. (AP) —
The suspect in the Colorado
supermarket shooting appeared
in court for the first time Thurs-
day, and a defense attorney im-
mediately asked that he receive
a mental health evaluation be-
fore the case  proceeds.

Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa, 21,
did not speak during the brief
hearing except to say “yesî” to a
question from the judge, who
advised him that he is charged
with murder in the attack that
killed 10 people, including a
Boulder police officer. 

Alissa did not enter a plea,
which will come later in the ju-
dicial process. He has been
jailed without bail.

The young man entered
court in a wheelchair, presum-
ably because of a gunshot
wound to the leg that he suf-
fered Monday in a gunbattle
with police. He appeared alert
and attentive, moving his knees
from side to side, his eyes dart-

ing back and forth from his
lawyers to the judge. 

His attorney, public defend-
er Kathryn Herold, provided
no details about his health. At
Herold’s request, Alissa’s next
hearing will not be scheduled
for two to three months to al-
low the defense to evaluate his
mental state and evidence col-
lected by investigators.

About 2,000 people gath-
ered for a vigil Thursday night
in the parking lot of a high
school less than a mile from the
scene of the shooting. Many
held candles and roses while
locking arms or embracing.

Screenshots of what was be-
lieved to be Alissa’s Facebook
page hint of fears that he was
secretly being tracked on his
phone and reflect his interest in
Islamic teachings, immigration
and martial arts. 

In 2019, Alissa wrote that
his phone was being hacked by
“racist islamophobic people.î” 

Lawyer: Colo. shooting suspect
needs mental health review
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Julia Mancinelli

From: Kahanasolar
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 5:51 PM
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog (jskog@skograsmussen.com); Teena Rasmussen; Eddie Park; Jamie Horner 

(JHorner@innergex.com); Julia Mancinelli (JMancinelli@innergex.com); Myriam Bernede-
Martin (mbmartin@innergex.com)

Subject: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Update Virtual Open House - March 30, 2021
Attachments: You're Invited to the Kahana Solar Open House on March 30, 2021.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
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To join the Virtual Open House: 

 Register on the project website:  www.kahanasolarproject.com or  
 Click the WebEx link to join:  http://bit.ly/KahanaSolar  

 
Hope you can join us! 
 
Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations  
Jamie Horner, Senior Director – Energy Storage and Innovation 
Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment 
  

 

 
Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com  
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn  
 
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030 
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, 
avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security 
by reducing imports.” 
 







KAHANA SOLAR LLC Consultation Report  
Kahana Solar Project Community Outreach & Engagement 

  

January 2022  39 

Appendix D – Public Open House Presentations 
  



Innergex Renewable Energy

Kahana Solar Project
Napili-Honokowai, Maui

Innergex Renewable Energy

IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION

Please send us your questions anytime. At the end of the presentation, 
during the Q&A Session, the moderator will pose the questions to the 
team members. You can send in your questions by:

sending it through the Q&A Panel on the right hand side of your screen. 
It must be directed to THE HOST

by emailing kahanasolar@innergex.com

2



Innergex Renewable Energy 3

Eddie Park, 
Director –

Development, 
Innergex

Julia 
Mancinelli, 

Director-
Environment, 

Innergex

Jamie Horner, 
Senior Director 
- Storage and 

Innovation, 
Innergex

Jeanne Skog, 
Community  
Engagement

Teena 
Rasmussen, 
Community 
Engagement

Luis P. 
Salaveria –
Government 

Affairs

OPEN HOUSE TEAM

Innergex Renewable Energy

Welcome and Introductions
Innergex

Kahana Solar Project 
Overview
Timelines
Studies & Permitting
Equipment
Visual Simulations
Benefits

Q&A

4

AGENDA



Innergex Renewable Energy

INNERGEX RENEWABLE ENERGY

CHILE

CANADA

UNITED 
STATES

FRANCE

410 
employees

69 facilities 
in operation

850,490 households supplied 
with clean, renewable energy

Innergex Renewable Energy

A SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS MODEL

6

We believe
that renewable energy 
is part of the solution to 

climate change. 

We generate value for 
our employees, our 

shareholders,
our partners and our 
host communities.

We are a team of 
passionate individuals 

who build strong 
partnerships with local 

communities.

Planet ProsperityPeople

It all starts with a shared vision.
Integrating sustainable development into our strategic planning,

decision-making process, and daily activities has always been part of our DNA.



Innergex Renewable Energy

RENEWABLE ENERGY IN HAWAII
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In 2019, Hawaiian Electric launched the second phase of their 
renewable energy procurement process, the single largest 
procurement effort undertaken in the State of Hawaii, for 
approximately 900 MW of new renewable generation.

Hawaii has set a goal 
to achieve

100% 
renewable energy

generation by 2045

The Kahana Solar 
Project would power 

approximately 

11,600 Maui 

households with 
renewable energy

Innergex submitted the Kahana Solar Project as a 
competitive bid in the Maui Electric Company 
(MECO) procurement process. The Project was 
selected to be in the Final Award Group and is in the 
process of negotiating a power purchase 
agreement. 

Innergex Renewable Energy

THE PROJECT
20 MW solar PV system coupled 
with a 20 MW, 4-hour (80 MWh) 
battery energy storage system 
(BESS)

Site located on lands owned by 
Maui Land and Pineapple 
Company, Inc. in Napili-
Honokowai on Maui, Hawaii. 

Utilizes approximately 220-acres. 

Project will connect into an 
existing MECO transmission line 
adjacent to the site.

Provides West Maui with 
localized stored renewable 
generation and improves grid 
stability.

Fixed price with no escalation 
throughout the 25-year PPA term.
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Innergex Renewable Energy

PRELIMINARY SITE LAYOUT PLAN
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Innergex Renewable Energy

TIMELINE

10

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IS ONGOING THROUGHOUT 
THE ENTIRE PROCESS

August 2019 Request for Proposals Issued
November 2019 Request for Proposal Bids Submission
May 2020 Final Award Group Selection and Contract Negotiations Begin
Q3 2020 Execute Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
Q1 2021 Public Utilities Commission Approval of the PPA
2020-2022 Complete Archaeological and Cultural Surveys, Environmental and 

Technical Studies and Obtain Permits and Approvals
Q4 2022 Estimated Construction Start
Q4 2023 Commercial Operation Date
Operation 25-Year PPA Timeframe
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ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
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Geotechnical
Studies

Detailed wildlife and site-specific surveys and studies will be completed to assess potential Project impacts, 
required mitigation, design limitations, and to refine required permitting criteria.

Visual Impact & 
Glare Analyses

General Plant and 
Wildlife Surveys

Phase 1 
Environmental Site 

Assessment

Pre-construction 
Biological

Clearance Surveys

Delineation of 
Wetlands and 

Waters

Invertebrate Survey:  
Yellow-faced Bee & 
Blackburn Sphinx 

Moth

Traffic Impact 
Assessment

Innergex Renewable Energy

ARCHAEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL & HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES
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Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Archival research
Surface survey
Test excavations
Data analysis
Reporting

Cultural Impact 
Assessment

Archival research of 
and historical
cultural practices
Ethnographic and 
oral history
interviews
Reporting

Important aspects to consider before finalizing the design and building of a project are the potential 
archaeological, cultural and historical properties the project could impact. 



Innergex Renewable Energy

REQUIRED GOVERNMENT PERMITS AND 
APPROVALS

13

State Special Use Permit

Maui County Special Use Permit

HRS Chapter 6 E compliance, including 
State Historic Preservation Division 
review and approval of Archaeological 
Inventory Survey

Clean Water Act §402 National Pollution 
Discharge and Elimination System 
General Stormwater Permit 

Federal Aviation Administration 
Determination of No Hazard

Construction Noise Permit 

Grading, grubbing, building, and 
electrical permits from Maui County

Innergex Renewable Energy

EQUIPMENT
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Battery 
Storage

Lithium-ion battery 
storage improves grid 
resiliency with major 
benefits such as load 

shifting to deliver power 
when it is needed most

Solar Single-
Axis Trackers

Solar Panel

Increase energy output 
by 10-20% compared to 
fixed tilt foundations and 
have proven reliability 
under severe weather 

conditions

High efficiency panels 
that are 400+ watts 

provide optimal energy
production and minimize
the footprint of the solar 

project



Innergex Renewable Energy

CONSTRUCTION PHASES

15

Land 
preparation, 
fencing, and 

roadwork

Foundations, 
underground 

cabling

CommissioningBattery storage
installation

Install support 
racks and 

solar panels
Electrical
substation

Innergex Renewable Energy

SIMULATED VIEW FROM HONOAPIILANI HIGHWAY

16



Innergex Renewable Energy

SIMULATED VIEW FROM SANDS OF KAHANA
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Innergex Renewable Energy

SIMULATED VIEW FROM KAHANA NEIGHBORHOOD
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Innergex Renewable Energy

DECOMMISSIONING

Innergex is responsible for the entire project life 
cycle, including the costs of decommissioning 
and recycling of component parts. 

As part of the decommissioning of a typical solar 
project, any and all components would be 
removed and the area would be returned to the 
same condition as existed prior to the Project 
being developed. 

Reuse or recycling of materials will be prioritized 
over disposal. Recycling is an area of great focus 
in the solar industry, and programs for both 
batteries and solar panels are advancing every 
year.

19

The Power Purchase Agreement with MECO would be for a 25-year term.

Innergex Renewable Energy

PROJECT BENEFITS – HISTORIC ELECTRICITY COST

20

Tohoku 
Earthquake & 

Tsunami

Oil
Production 

Stagnation & 
Lower Spare

Capacity

Iran-Iraq 
War

OPEC 
Embargo

Global 
Financial 

Crisis

9/11 & 
invasion of 

Iraq

Phase 1 Projects

Avg. ~$0.095
Fixed Priced for 25 years

Source:  Hawaii Energy Review of Business and Residential Cost Escalation to 2019
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS

21

Dedicated funding to 
the Pu’u Kukui 

Watershed Preserve, 
the largest private 
nature preserve on 

Maui.  

Support cultural 
resource work of the 

Aha Moku
by assisting them with 
cultural program work 

within the Kahana 
ahupua’a.

Annual grant program 
to help non profit(s) 
offset the costs of 

incorporating energy 
efficiency measures or 
installing solar energy 

at their facilities.

Sponsorships and 
donations for local 
festivals, events, 

conferences, 
fundraisers and 

memberships in local 
organizations. 

“Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and combating climate change is critical to our future. 
…we look forward to exploring opportunities to work with Innergex to preserve and protect 
the Pu‘u Kukui Watershed Preserve and the ahupua‘a…that surround the project site. The 
collaborative effort to ensure and provide renewable energy and water to the entire West 

Maui community and the greater community at large on Maui is exciting and vital.”

- Pomaika‘i Kaniaupio-Crozier, Pu‘u Kukui Watershed Preserve & Makai conservation areas

Innergex Renewable Energy

QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD

Please send any questions you have through:
the dedicated Q&A box on the right side of your screen 
and direct it to the HOST.
by email at kahanasolarproject@innergex.com

22



Innergex Renewable Energy

Thank you!

Your opinion is important to us.

Please provide us with feedback by 
submitting your comments, questions or 
support to kahanasolar@innergex.com

Mahalo!





Innergex Renewable Energy

IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION

Please send us your questions anytime. At the end of the presentation, 
during the Q&A Session, the moderator will pose the questions to the 
team members. You can send in your questions by:

sending it through the CHAT Panel on the right hand side of your screen. 
It must be directed to THE HOST

by emailing kahanasolar@innergex.com

3

Innergex Renewable Energy

Welcome and Introductions
Innergex
100% Goal

Kahana Solar Project 
Overview
Visual Simulations
Environmental Studies
Archaeological Survey
Timeline

Q&A

4

AGENDA
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PRELIMINARY SITE LAYOUT PLAN

9

Innergex Renewable Energy

SIMULATED VIEW FROM HONOAPIILANI HIGHWAY
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Innergex Renewable Energy

SIMULATED VIEW FROM SANDS OF KAHANA
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Innergex Renewable Energy

SIMULATED VIEW FROM KAHANA NEIGHBORHOOD
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL & HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES

23

Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Archival research
Surface survey
Test excavations
Data analysis
Reporting

Cultural Impact 
Assessment

Archival research of 
and historical
cultural practices
Ethnographic and 
oral history
interviews
Reporting

Important aspects to consider before finalizing the design and building of a project are the potential 
archaeological, cultural and historical properties the project could impact. 

Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Background 
research
Pedestrian survey
Documentation of 
historic properties
Subsurface testing
Data analysis and 
report preparation

Cultural Impact 
Assessment

Archival research of 
and historical
cultural practices
Ethnographic and 
oral history
interviews
Reporting
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MLP LANDS IN THE OF KAHANA AND , DISTRICT, MAUI

Source: USGS 1950 Aerial

Source: USGS 1965 Aerial
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MLP LANDS IN THE OF KAHANA AND , DISTRICT, MAUI

SIHP 50-50-03-1591, Honolua/Honokohau Ditch openingTS-001, water valves

TS-002, Pump house. TS-003, concrete and stone-lined ditch.
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Innergex Renewable Energy

DURING THE EVENT

3

Please send us your questions anytime. At the 
end of the presentation, during the Q&A Session, 
the moderator will pose the questions received by 
you to the team members. You can send in your 
questions by:

writing it in the CHAT Panel on the right hand 
side of your screen. It must be directed to THE 
HOST

by emailing kahanasolar@innergex.com

Innergex Renewable Energy

Welcome and Introductions
Innergex
100% Goal

Kahana Solar Project 
Overview
Studies Recap
Update Project Layout
Visual Simulations
Timeline

Q&A

4

AGENDA
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BIOLOGICAL AND WATER RESOURCES
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Innergex Renewable Energy

ARCHAEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL & HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES

12

Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Archival research
Surface survey
Test excavations
Data analysis
Reporting

Cultural Impact 
Assessment

Archival research of 
and historical
cultural practices
Ethnographic and 
oral history
interviews
Reporting

Important aspects to consider before finalizing the design and building of a project are the potential 
archaeological, cultural and historical properties the project could impact. 

Archaeological
Inventory Survey

Background 
research
Pedestrian survey
Documentation of 
historic properties
Subsurface testing
Data analysis and 
report preparation

Cultural Impact 
Assessment

Archival research of 
and historical
cultural practices
Ethnographic and 
oral history
interviews
Reporting
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UPDATED SITE LAYOUT PLAN & RESOURCES
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Innergex Renewable Energy

UPDATED SITE LAYOUT PLAN
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PROJECT VIEWPOINTS
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Laura O'Neill

From: Julia Mancinelli

Sent: Friday, July 10, 2020 3:01 PM

To: Cachola, Julie-Ann

Cc: Choy, Andrew H; Yanos, Allen G; Cox, Malia M

Subject: RE: Honokowai Homestead - Maui - DHHL Contact

Attachments: Kahana_Solar_DHHL_Viewpoints.pdf; Kahana_Solar_DHHL_Viewpoints_Map.jpg; 

2019-11-04 Kahana Honolula-Honokohau Ditch.kmz; Kahana Solar Project - Figure1

_Conceptual Project Overview_11i17i.pdf

Aloha Julie-Ann 

Thank you for attending the Kahana Solar Project virtual open house – we appreciate the positive feedback. 

This was the first public open house for the project.  However, we have been undertaking one-on-one and small group 
meetings over the last several weeks.  We would be happy to arrange a meeting with DHHL to speak more directly about 
how our project relates to the DHHL development.  We will be hosting public open houses at key milestones throughout 
the development of the project – the next one would be during the winter months when we have our study results and 
an updated design to share with the larger community.  In between public open houses, we would continue to meet 
with stakeholders and organizations in smaller settings and at intervals that meet their needs/level of interest.  Also, 
when there are project updates we send out emails to our stakeholder list (e.g. one of the next milestones would be if 
we are successful in executing a power purchase agreement). 

A PDF copy of the presentation as well as the full recording of the open house / Q&A session has now been posted on 
our website:  https://www.innergex.com/development-opportunities-in-hawaii/the-kahana-solar-
project/#documents  Please feel free to share! 

Cultural:  If there are specific community members that you think we should be reaching out to on the cultural impact 
assessment we would appreciate you putting us in contact with them as we would appreciate their knowledge and 
input.  Has the Cultural Impact Assessment for the DHHL’s development been completed as it would be interesting to 
read and use as a reference/resource.  Could you share once finalized? 

Archaeological:  the ditch I was referring to in a cultural resource management context is the Honolua – Honokohau 
Ditch.  The Ditch was constructed to transport water from Honokau Ahupua’a to the Pioneer Mill Company in 
Lahaina.  On USGS maps it is also referred to as the Honokohau Tunnel.  Attached is a KMZ detailing the location. 

Visual:  my colleague was able to do up some rough google simulations from the DHHL lands (see attached).  Once our 
design gets updated to incorporate the results of the archaeological, cultural, environmental, technical studies and 
feedback from the community we will be doing another round of simulations.  At that time, we can look to include some 
view points from the DHHL development.  The current set of visual simulation can be found on our 
website:  https://www.innergex.com/development-opportunities-in-hawaii/the-kahana-solar-project/#documents

Heat Island / EMF:
This came up on one of our other projects on Maui.  We had a consultant do a literature / desktop assessment which are
very informative and would be applicable to the Kahana Solar Project.  These can be found on our Paeahu Solar Project’s 
website in the document section, specifically the Studies/Survey subsection:  https://www.innergex.com/development-
opportunities-in-hawaii/the-paeahu-solar-project/#documents  I’m also attaching the project overview figure which 
shows the location of the existing MECO transmission lines and where our Point of Interconnection is located. 



2

Project Team: 

 Eddie Park – Director – Business Develop (aka Project Manager) 

 Julia Mancinelli – Director – Environment (over see all the various studies/ assessments; planning and 
permitting; and community outreach with support from our ground team, especially now since Eddie and I 
cannot travel to Hawaii). 

 Teena Rasmussen and Jeanne Skog are our community outreach and engagement consultant based on 
Maui.  They advise, facilitate, and execute engagement activities in concert with Eddie and myself.   Eddie and I 
participate in person (pre-COVID) where possible or via Zoom/phone (pre/post). 

Once you have had a chance to review the information shared – please do not hesitate to reach back out.  It would be 
great to schedule a meeting to discuss the DHHL development and how the timing and activities might relate to our 
solar project.  Let us know if there is day/time that works to connect. 

Sincerely 

Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231 | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

From: Cachola, Julie-Ann < >  
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 4:05 PM 
To: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Cc: Choy, Andrew H < >; Yanos, Allen G < >; Cox, Malia M 
< > 
Subject: Re: Honokowai Homestead - Maui - DHHL Contact 

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître 
l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance.

WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the 
content is safe.

Aloha Julia, 

I participated in the open house informational session last night and I thought the team did an excellent job at explaining 
the project and responding to the questions.  Is this the first time that you have held an informational meeting on the 
project?  Will there be more?  I asked a bunch of questions too, so I got a lot out of the session.  I am interested in 
reviewing the presentation again and I know there are others that were not able to attend.  I didn't check your website 
this morning--has it already been posted?  When will you be posting the meeting on your website? 
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We are planning a new homestead community on our lands at Honokowai, adjacent to your project.  We are nearing the 
end of our master planning process and are beginning to draft the Environmental Assessment.  I'm not certain, but I 
think our homestead development will actually be closer than the Pulelehua development.  As you know, our 
beneficiaries are native Hawaiians, many that have generational ties to the area.  I will encourage their participation in 
the cultural impact assessment.  I appreciated your description of the proposed community benefits and I hope our 
homesteaders will be able to take advantage of those opportunities.   

In terms of impacts, It would have been helpful to assess the visual impact of your project from our adjacent lands.  I am 
also very interested in the ditch that runs through the project area--can you clarify the name of that ditch and where the
water is coming from and where it is going?  I'm wondering if it's part of the ditch that runs along the border of our 
lands.  When we consulted our beneficiaries regarding other renewable energy projects proposed on Maui, there were 
many concerns raised about the health effects of high voltage transmission lines.  I understand that the project is 
adjacent to an existing MECO transmission line so Innergex will not develop any transmission lines.  Unfortunately, we 
are just getting started on our environmental assessment so I am not familiar with the the location of MECO's high 
voltage transmission lines.  If you can share that information with me, or point me in the right direction where I can find 
it, I'd appreciate it.   

I understand that you are located in Canada and Eddie Park is in San Diego.  I understand that Jeanne Skog and Teena 
Rasmussen are your local, Maui contacts, but I am not clear about their specific role on the project.  Can you clarify how 
they are involved? 

We are gearing up to conduct our first large group remote meeting, so I was very interested in how you conducted the 
meeting.  I learned a lot.  Thank you again for the opportunity to participate. 

Mahalo, 
Julie 

_________________________________

Julie-Ann Cachola

Planner

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

P.O. Box 1879

Honolulu, HI  96805

Best phone to reach me:  
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From: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 1:26 PM 
To: Yanos, Allen G < ; Cachola, Julie-Ann < > 
Cc: Eddie Park <epark@innergex.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Honokowai Homestead - Maui - DHHL Contact  

Thank you for the introduction, Allen 

Aloha Julie-Ann 

We are writing today to introduce you to the Kahana Solar Project and Innergex Renewable Development USA, LLC.  

In May, after a competitive procurement process, the Kahana Solar Project was selected by Maui Electric as one of three 

projects in Maui. The proposed project is located on a site owned by Maui Land & Pineapple mauka of the Kapalua 

airport, approximately 1.4 miles from the nearest homes, and just north of DHHL’s Honokowai Homestead Master Plan. 

It is an exceptional location for capturing the abundant solar resource and making use of underutilized lands.   

The proposed project is a 20 MWac solar PV system coupled with an 80 MWh battery energy storage system (see 

attached handout). The project would provide West Maui with energy security and grid resiliency through a clean, 

renewable source of power. The storage system will allow the power to be dispatched in the morning and evening when 

the utility needs it most and during emergencies. Once all permits and approvals are obtained, the project is targeted to 

start construction by the end of 2022 and be operational by the end of 2023.  

We will be hosting a virtual Public Open House on July 7th about the project and wanted to extend an invite for you to 

attend.  To register, please visit the project website and click the registration link or email us and a registration link and 

event details will be emailed to you. There is also a wealth of information about the project for you to access at 

kahanasolarproject.com.  We would also be pleased to arrange a meeting to introduce our project and team to the 

DHHL’s Honokowai Homestead team. 

If at any time you have any questions or comments you wish to share regarding our project please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Sincerely 

Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231 | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

From: Yanos, Allen G < >  
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 12:07 PM 
To: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Cc: Eddie Park <EPark@innergex.com>; Cachola, Julie-Ann < > 
Subject: RE: Honokowai Homestead - Maui - DHHL Contact 
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MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître 
l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance.

WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the 
content is safe.

Julia, your contact will be Julie-Ann Cachola who is our planner for the Island of Maui: 

Julie-Ann Cachola

Planner

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

P.O. Box 1879

Honolulu, HI  96805

Best phone to reach me:  

Allen G. Yanos, Property Development Agent
Land Management Division
State of Hawaii, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands

NOTICE:  This information and attachments are intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged and/or confidential.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, any dissemination or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited and may be punishable under state and federal law.  If you have received this communication and/or attachments 
in error, please notify the sender via email immediately and destroy all electronic and paper copies of the original message.

From: Yanos, Allen G  
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 7:00 AM 
To: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Cc: Eddie Park <epark@innergex.com> 
Subject: RE: Honokowai Homestead - Maui - DHHL Contact 

Certainly.  I will send you another email with the names of the contact people. 

BTW, what happened to the site that was south of Makena on Ulupalakua Ranch land for the Innergex Paeahu solar 
project or has the Honokowai site replaced it? 

Allen G. Yanos, Property Development Agent
Land Management Division
State of Hawaii, Department of Hawaiian Home Lands
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NOTICE:  This information and attachments are intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged and/or confidential.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, any dissemination or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited and may be punishable under state and federal law.  If you have received this communication and/or attachments 
in error, please notify the sender via email immediately and destroy all electronic and paper copies of the original message.

From: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:47 AM 
To: Yanos, Allen G < > 
Cc: Eddie Park <epark@innergex.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Honokowai Homestead - Maui - DHHL Contact 

Good Morning Allen 

In addition to Barbers Point Solar we were awarded a solar project in West Maui (Kahana Solar Project).  The project is 
located on lands owned by Maui Land & Pineapple which is adjacent to DHHL lands where the Honokowai Homestead 
Master Plan is proposed.  

Kahana Solar Project website: https://www.innergex.com/development-opportunities-in-hawaii/the-kahana-solar-
project/

We were wondering if you could be so kind as to connect us with a DHHL representative overseeing this Honokowai 
Homestead Master Plan so that we can reach out to them as part of our consultation efforts. 

Sincerely  

Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231 | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn







































Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 4:58:26 PM
From: Myriam Bernede-Martin
Sent: Thursday, April 22, 2021 7:58:04 PM
To: Penny Wakida
Cc: Kahanasolar
Subject: FW: solar project
Response requested: No
Sensitivity: Normal

Aloha Ms. Wakida,
 
Thank you for your email, and apologies about the delay in responding. We would love to invite you to meet with our project team to provide an update on
the Kahana Solar Project. Please let me know if this is something you would be interested in, and I will coordinate it virtually and at your convenience.
 
I am reachable at this email address, and also on my cell at  if you have additional questions.
 
Mahalo,
Myriam
 
Myriam Bernede-Martin
Senior Advisor - Community Relations
 

 
Cell. 808 298-2615 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Penny Wakida < >
Sent: April 15, 2021 3:28 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Subject: solar project
 
MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître l'expéditeur et
que le contenu est de confiance.
 
WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content is
safe.
 
 
Aloha,
I still strongly object to the location of the proposed Kahana solar project.  Taking 200 acres of countryside in West Maui and turning it into an industrial park
(solar farm) will forever change the country ambience of that area.  I understand the argument that this location is close to a power grid, but I don't agree that
this is a viable trade-off for blighting the environment.  There are other areas on our island that are more remote (e.g. near the Auwahi wind farm) and will
have far less visual impact.  Our natural beauty is priceless and should not be bartered away for short-term gains.
 
Respectfully,
Penny Wakida
 

http://www.innergex.com/
http://www.innergex.com/
http://www.facebook.com/innergex
https://twitter.com/innergex_ine
https://www.linkedin.com/company/innergex-energie-renouvelable-inc/
mailto:Kahanasolar@innergex.com
mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=960550730AD2436DBE2707D3C4E493B7-MYRIAM BERN
mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=960550730AD2436DBE2707D3C4E493B7-MYRIAM BERN
mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=960550730AD2436DBE2707D3C4E493B7-MYRIAM BERN
mailto:pwakida@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:Kahanasolar@innergex.com


Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 4:55:57 PM
From: Kahanasolar
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 4:13:29 PM
To: Robin; Kahanasolar
Subject: RE: Kahana Solar Open House
Sensitivity: Normal

Aloha Robin,
 
I hope this email finds you well. Thank you for taking the time to share this information -should there be any interest within our organization in this type of
project, we will make sure to reach out to you directly.
 
In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or comments.
 
Mahalo,
Myriam
 
Myriam Bernede-Martin
Senior Advisor - Community Relations
 

 
Cell. 808 298-2615 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
 
From: Robin  
Sent: April 12, 2021 7:15 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Subject: RE: Kahana Solar Open House
 

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel  provient de l ’externe.  Avant d’accéder à  une pièce jointe ou à  un l ien de ce courriel , assurez-vous  de reconnaître l 'expéditeur et que le contenu est
de confiance.

WARNING: This  i s  an external  e-mai l . Before opening an attachment or cl i cking on a  l ink, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content i s  safe.
 
This is the Hydrogen storage in geoformation project, we are looking at funding options.
 
 
Robin Williams
President & CEO

 
 
 
From: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 8, 2021 9:20 PM
To: Robin ; Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Subject: RE: Kahana Solar Open House
 
Aloha,
 

http://www.innergex.com/
http://www.innergex.com/
http://www.facebook.com/innergex
https://twitter.com/innergex_ine
https://www.linkedin.com/company/innergex-energie-renouvelable-inc/
mailto:Kahanasolar@innergex.com
mailto:Kahanasolar@innergex.com
mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E8B54CADB8734401BCF13EF57CAB324D-KAHANASOLAR
mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E8B54CADB8734401BCF13EF57CAB324D-KAHANASOLAR


Thanks for your questions at our open house, and also your follow up email and feedback. As you seem to be aware, there are definitely other interesting PV
sites on Maui, and we continue to look for good opportunities, however the one that make it to real projects are also a combination of many factors including
land availability, solar radiation, proximity and complexity of interconnection and neighbourhoods. We would certainly be interested in more information on
your land if you have something to share.
 
Regarding the production of hydrogen gases from lithium batteries, unlike traditional flooded lead-acid systems the lithium cells are sealed, and hydrogen
generation only occurs during a catastrophic failure, which we avoid or mitigate as we described during the presentation.
 
Again appreciate questions from someone well versed in the topic, please feel free to send us more questions or information.
 
Regards
 
Jamie Horner, P.Eng.
Senior Director - Storage and Innovation
 

 
 
 
 
 
From: Robin  
Sent: March 30, 2021 6:44 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Subject: Kahana Solar Open House
 

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel  provient de l ’externe.  Avant d’accéder à  une pièce jointe ou à  un l ien de ce courriel , assurez-vous  de reconnaître l 'expéditeur et que le contenu est
de confiance.

WARNING: This  i s  an external  e-mai l . Before opening an attachment or cl i cking on a  l ink, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content i s  safe.
 
Thank you for inviting us to attend the Kahana Solar Project open house. Your team is very organized and well equipped to do this project. The Kahana area of
the island tends to be cloudier then other areas of the island. We have land available south of Lahaina by Punakea Loop that offers more sunlight. In regard to
the questions regarding risk of fires with the Lithium Ion Batteries releasing Hydrogen gas during charging, I work with a company that stores Hydrogen at
atmospheric pressure by bonding the Hydrogen to Hydroxide discs, Plasma Kinetics. We can integrate a Hydrogen Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell to
provide additional electricity from the waste Hydrogen produced during the charging of the batteries and mitigate the risk of fire in a closed liquid cooled
battery system.
 
Regards,
 
Eric Mallinson
 
 
Robin Williams
President & CEO

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.innergex.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=d-3D4kW5VjwSrGn5Nh5NpGTKDtvPbj6VIVk10SJ-G4g&m=qFqff1J1fe6XQUNxVaFD8DQm-O6pVJLvRwUcM66DGpw&s=Tau0eHuxzrnLevrPLIJkJ6vTLzQaMdnecXD3XTNcel4&e=
mailto:Kahanasolar@innergex.com


Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:03:15 PM
From: 
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 3:14:07 PM
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Teena Rasmussen
Subject: RE: Mahalo - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House March 31, 2021
Response requested: Yes
Sensitivity: Normal

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel  provient de l ’externe.  Avant d’accéder à  une pièce jointe ou à  un l ien de ce courriel , assurez-vous  de reconnaître l 'expéditeur et que le contenu est
de confiance.

WARNING: This  i s  an external  e-mai l . Before opening an attachment or cl i cking on a  l ink, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content i s  safe.
 
Aloha!
 
When we original gave our feedback we asked that providing access to our community members to ride bikes. Currently many
ride up in west Maui mountains. And would like to find away to accommodate some way to continue to do so.
Hope that has been still considered.
 
Mahalo for your efforts in helping to create a Bicycle-Friendly community on Maui.
 

 
Mahalo!
Saman Dias
Chair Maui Bicycling League

www.mauibike.org
Add to MBL database
Follow us on Facebook
 
 
 
 
From: Myriam Bernede-Martin <mbmartin@innergex.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 2:21 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Cc: Jamie Horner <JHorner@innergex.com>; Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com>; Myriam Bernede-Martin <mbmartin@innergex.com>; Teena
Rasmussen ; Jeanne Skog 
Subject: Mahalo - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House March 31, 2021
 
Aloha,

On behalf of Innergex Renewable Energy we wanted to thank those that participated in the March 31, 2021 Kahana Solar Project Virtual Open House,
where the team presented a design update based on archaeological and environmental results. For those that were not able to attend, please visit
the project website (www.kahanasolarproject.com) to view the recording of the event and presentation slides located in the Downloads section.

We welcome your comments, questions, or advice about the project.  You may share them at kahanasolar@innergex.com or contact Myriam Bernede-
Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations at mbmartin@innergex.com or at (808) 298-2615.

Mahalo for your engagement and support as we work together to create a more sustainable future for Maui.  We look forward to continue
strengthening our relationships and the next phase of the Kahana Solar Project.

 
Jamie Horner, Senior Director – Energy Storage and Innovation
Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment
Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations
 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=f0994dd7-ac1243b0-f09d78d1-0cc47ad9c06c-82118084e61dd37f&q=1&e=53c475a4-213b-47eb-8864-b850dcc1d319&u=http%3A%2F%2Fhbl.us8.list-manage.com%2Fsubscribe%3Fu%3D37240b324f3e40d52c03c840a%26id%3D8947b44f70
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=cecfd5e9-9244db8e-cecbe0ef-0cc47ad9c06c-47912681b991e191&q=1&e=53c475a4-213b-47eb-8864-b850dcc1d319&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMauibicyclingleague%3Fref%3Dhl
http://www.kahanasolarproject.com
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/kahana/downloads/
mailto:kahanasolar@innergex.com
mailto:mbmartin@innergex.com


 
Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of
volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports.”
 
 

http://www.innergex.com/
mailto:kahanasolar@innergex.com
http://www.kahanasolarproject.com
http://www.innergex.com
http://www.facebook.com/innergex
https://twitter.com/innergex_ine
https://www.linkedin.com/company/innergex-energie-renouvelable-inc/


Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 4:56:53 PM
From: Tova Callender
Sent: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 11:53:53 AM
To: Teena Rasmussen; Julia Mancinelli; Jeanne Skog
Subject: thank you for updates to Kahana solar project
Response requested: No
Sensitivity: Normal

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance.
WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content is safe.

 

Dear Julia, Tina and Jeanne,
It was such a pleasure to tune into your webex update last night and find that you had gone to lengths to incorporate the feedback that our various R2R partners had into your plans. 
Thank you for your diligence and follow through.  At times this work can feel a little thankless since it is often that suggestions go into the ether and we never know if the message
landed- mahalo for not only hearing the feedback, but then putting it into action!

I'll be reaching out to our R2R Working Group shortly with links to the slides and recording from last night.  If there are additional questions or need for more follow up, I'll let you
know.  Our next meeting is ~5 weeks.
Thanks again, Tova

-- 
Tova Callender
West Maui Watershed & Coastal Mg Coordinator
Working in support of the goals of the West Maui Ridge to Reef Initiative

www.WestMauiR2R.com
www.westmauikumuwai.org/
www.huiokawaiola.com/

http://www.westmauir2r.com
http://www.westmauikumuwai.org/
http://www.westmauikumuwai.com
mailto:tovacallender@gmail.com
mailto:tovacallender@gmail.com
mailto:tovacallender@gmail.com


Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:10:03 PM
From: Kalai Kahookele
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2020 2:27:40 AM
To: Kahanasolar
Subject: Re: Kahan Solar - Happy Holidays & Thank You from Innergex
Response requested: Yes
Sensitivity: Normal
Attachments:
image003.jpg ;

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance.
WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content is safe.

 

Mahalo piha kahana solar e kala mai was wondering if your team looked into the "heirs" to the land in the malie pae area? As well as the rest of moomoku these
lands has been stolen and is being fought for in court fighting for native land tenant rights due to our claim as paki ohana I was wondering if I could take you all on
tour of moomoku to show you all our native plants that's been really put in danger as well as our native birds and insects and the water that has been taken from
the original ohana from the area would really want to present who our paki ohana is as well as how we got these lands.. let me know when it will be the best time
and place for us to meet up for and exploration off this mkou with the original ohana to this aina aloha kahana solar happy holidays to you and your team

On Fri, Dec 18, 2020, 2:04 PM Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com> wrote:

On behalf of Innergex Renewable Energy we wanted to wish you a Mele Kalikimaka!

Thank you to those that participated in the December 9, 2020 Virtual Open House where the team presented the preliminary archaeological and environmental
study results.  For those that we not able to attend, please visit the project website (www.kahanasolarproject.com) to view the recording of the event and
presentation slides located in the Downloads section.

Mahalo for your engagement and support as we work together to create a more sustainable future for Maui.  We look forward to strengthening our relationships
and the next phase of the Kahana Solar Project in 2021.

Click here to view your greeting card.

Wishing you and yours a safe, healthy and happy holidays.
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
 

 

mailto:Kahanasolar@innergex.com
http://www.kahanasolarproject.com
https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/INE_Chrismas_2020_en.mp4
http://www.innergex.com/
mailto:kalaikahookele0@gmail.com



Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com

Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

 

From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030

“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic
effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports.”

 

mailto:kahanasolar@innergex.com
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Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:01:35 PM
From: Julia Mancinelli
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 12:37:00 PM
To: ; 
Cc: Tanya Lee-Greig ; Kahanasolar; Kim-Hee Wong 
Subject: Thank You for Attending - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 9 at 5:30 pm
Response requested: Yes
Sensitivity: Normal

Aloha Alfred and Joe
 
I wanted to thank you both for taking time out of your evening to participate in the Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House last week.  I hope you
enjoyed the presentation on the preliminary archaeological and environmental study results.
 
I wanted to reconnect on the offer to visit the project study area.  ʻĀina Archaeology, led by Tanya Lee-Greig and Kim-Hee Wong, is conducting a cultural
impact assessment for our project and we would appreciate seeking your kōkua or help and guidance on various aspects of the cultural study.  We would be
pleased to host a site visit and would appreciate you sharing your mana‘o or concerns with us. 
 
Please let us know a couple of dates/times that work best with your schedule and we can coordinate accordingly with our team to arrange a site visit.
 
Sincerely
 
Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment
 

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231  | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From: Kahanasolar 
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:38 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Cc: Jeanne Skog ; Teena Rasmussen ; Eddie Park 
Subject: REMINDER: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 9 at 5:30 pm
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To join the Virtual Open House:
Register on the project website:  www.kahanasolarproject.com or
Click the WebEx link to join:  https://bit.ly/KahanaVOH

 
Hope you can join us!
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
 

 
Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of
volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports.”
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Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:01:10 PM
From: Kahanasolar
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 3:13:00 PM
To: 
Cc: Kahanasolar; Kim-Hee Wong ; Tanya Lee-Greig 
Subject: Thank You for Attending - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 9 at 5:30 pm
Response requested: Yes
Sensitivity: Normal

Aloha Uncle Felimon
 
I wanted to thank you for taking time out of your evening to participate in the Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House last week.  I hope you enjoyed
the presentation on the preliminary archaeological and environmental study results.
 
ʻĀina Archaeology, led by Tanya Lee-Greig and Kim-Hee Wong, is conducting a cultural impact assessment for our project and we would appreciate seeking
your kōkua or help and guidance on various aspects of the cultural study.  Your name comes up in many of our engagement activities, most recently by Tova
Callendar, and we would be honored if you would be willing to share your mana‘o or concerns with us.
 
Please let us know if you would be interested and available to talk and/or if you haven any questions about the project.
 
Sincerely
 
Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment
 

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231  | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From: Kahanasolar 
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:38 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Cc: Jeanne Skog  Teena Rasmussen ; Eddie Park 
Subject: REMINDER: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 9 at 5:30 pm
 

http://www.innergex.com/
http://www.innergex.com
http://www.facebook.com/innergex
https://twitter.com/innergex_ine
https://www.linkedin.com/company/innergex-energie-renouvelable-inc/
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To join the Virtual Open House:
Register on the project website:  www.kahanasolarproject.com or
Click the WebEx link to join:  https://bit.ly/KahanaVOH

 
Hope you can join us!
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
 

 
Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of
volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports.”
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Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:00:17 PM
From: Julia Mancinelli
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 11:52:10 AM
To: 
Cc: Jeanne Skog; Teena Rasmussen; Kahanasolar
Subject: Thank You for Attending - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 9 at 5:30 pm
Response requested: Yes
Sensitivity: Normal
Attachments:
2020-07-20 TetraTech Memo RE Heat Island Effect in Context of Paeahu Solar Project_Updated_Final.pdf ;

Aloha Penny
 
I wanted to thank you for taking time out of your evening to participate in the Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House last week.
 
In follow-up to your question on Heat Island Effect, I wanted to share a short technical memorandum prepared for our other solar project on Maui, that was
mentioned in the presentation, as it speaks to the definition of heat island, the meteorological patterns (sea breeze patterns), and why the construction and
operation of the project would not significantly change the natural diurnal flow of air back and forth the surrounding land and thus not create a significant
heat island effect.  A similar memo will be prepared for our Kahana Solar in the new year once the updated design is available but the same principles in the
memo are applicable to Kahana Solar.  I hope you find this information helpful. 
 
Sincerely
 
Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment
 

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231  | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:38 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Cc: Jeanne Skog ; Teena Rasmussen ; Eddie Park 
Subject: REMINDER: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House December 9 at 5:30 pm
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MEMO  


Tetra Tech, Inc. 
1750 Harbor Way, Suite 400, Portland, OR 97201 


Tel 503.221.8696 Fax 503.227.1287 www.tetratech.com 


To: Paeahu Solar LLC 
c/o Julia Mancinelli, Director ‐ Environment, Innergex Renewable Energy, Inc. 


Cc: Eddie Park, Director – Business Development, Innergex Renewables USA LLC 


From: Dr. Bob Pearson, Senior Project Manager, Tetra Tech 


Date: Original Issuance: Monday, December 24, 2018 
Updated: Monday, July 20, 2020 


Subject: Heat Island Effect in Context to the Proposed Paeahu Solar Project, Maui County, Hawaii 


 


Paeahu Solar, LLC (Paeahu Solar) proposes to construct and operate the Paeahu Solar Project (Project) 


on privately owned land near Wailea, on the Island of Maui, Hawai‘i. The Project will consist of a 15‐


megawatt solar photovoltaic system coupled with a 60‐megawatt‐hour battery energy storage system. 


The Project will be located approximately 0.6 miles east of Pi‘ilani Highway, on the western portion of 


tax map key 2‐1‐008:001, owned by Ulupalakua Ranch. The solar photovoltaic system will consist of a 


series of photovoltaic panels mounted on a fixed‐tilt racking system, as well as related electrical 


equipment. The panels will be organized in rows within several solar array areas. The row‐to‐row 


spacing will be approximately 21 feet (with roughly 8 feet of open space between adjacent rows). Once 


mounted on the racking system, the highest point of the panels is expected to extend approximately 8 


feet above the ground surface, with an average of 3 feet of ground clearance below the panels. The 


solar arrays and associated infrastructure would be sited within a 212‐acre Project study area. Paeahu 


Solar anticipates that the total combined footprint of Project components will be approximately 150 


acres (Project Area), of which the solar panels will cover approximately 50 acres. The Maui Meadows 


neighborhood is located downslope of the Project Area; the Project’s closest solar arrays would be set 


back a minimum of 300 feet from the closest property line. 


Solar energy is the conversion of sunlight into usable energy forms. The sun’s rays transmit light energy, 


in the form of photons, which can be converted to electricity using certain materials that naturally 


release electrons when exposed to light. These materials are contained within the photovoltaic solar 


panels. Paeahu Solar plans to install conventional crystalline‐silicone solar panels at the Project, which 


have the capability to convert 19 percent of the incoming sunlight to electricity. Another roughly 10 


percent of the sunlight will be reflected from the transparent covers on the photovoltaic solar panels.1 


The remaining approximately 70 percent of the solar energy will be absorbed by the panels and 


converted to heat.  


 
1 It is possible this reflected light could produce glare at specific receptor locations at certain times of the day and 
year under certain atmospheric conditions. Paeahu Solar has conducted a glare analysis to identify these areas. 
Using this information, Paeahu Solar will site the panels to minimize glare impacts.  
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Some studies have observed the creation of a “heat island effect” over a large utility‐scale solar project 


(Barron‐Gafford et al. 2016). Pono Power Coalition has expressed concern regarding the potential for 


the Project to induce a heat island effect that would raise the ambient air temperatures around the solar 


facility by 5 to 7 degrees. A discussion of the specific conditions at the Project in relation to potential 


heat island effect is provided below.   


1. Definition of Heat Island Effect 


The University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR), based in Boulder, Colorado describes 


formation of heat islands as:  


Heat islands form as vegetation is replaced by asphalt and concrete for roads, buildings, and 


other structures necessary to accommodate growing populations (UCAR 2011).  


By this definition the urbanized area of Wailea‐Makena‐Kihei, including the Maui Meadows subdivision, 


forms a heat island effect along the southwest coastline of Maui. All urbanized areas form a heat island 


due to the replacement of natural vegetation with asphalt and concrete for roads, buildings, and other 


structures. The Maui Meadows subdivision itself causes a heat island effect. This is because the Maui 


Meadows subdivision roughly covers over 160 acres in non‐vegetated material2 such as buildings/roof 


tops, streets, pavement, etc. which is more than three times the size of the Project’s total solar array 


area of 50 acres. Also, the hardscaped areas of the subdivision have a higher thermal mass and resulting 


heat storage capacity that will retain heat far into the night compared to the thin solar panels at the 


Project site.  


Furthermore, the existing heat island presently formed by the 6.4‐square‐mile developed areas of 


Wailea‐Makena‐Kihei, including Maui Meadows, is eighty times the 50‐acre area of the Project’s solar 


panel area. Also, the meteorological patterns that currently occur in the Wailea area would interact with 


the Project solar panels to reduce any heating effect. For further explanation on the way the 


meteorological patterns influence the microclimate in and near the Project, please see Section 2 below. 


2. Meteorological Patterns in the Wailea Area  


The meteorological patterns in the Wailea Area are subject to the formation of sea breezes due to the 


proximity of the Pacific Ocean and its ability to absorb and store energy from the sun (NWS 2018). When 


the sun is shining, the Project’s solar panels and the surrounding hillside will heat up and warm the air 


above, decreasing the air’s density and creating a weak low‐pressure area called a thermal low (see 


Figure 1, label #1). As the air above the panels will be warmer than the surrounding air, a chimney effect 


will occur (see Figure 1, label #3), and the warm air near the panels will rise into the atmosphere until it 


cools enough to reach the temperature of the surrounding ambient air (NWS 2018). By cooling, the 


density of the air increases again forming a small area of high pressure (see Figure 1, label #4). This 


 
2 The Maui Meadows subdivision covers an approximately 410‐acre area. Based on aerial photo interpretation, 
Tetra Tech assumes 40 percent of the subdivision is covered by non‐vegetative material (e.g., buildings, streets, 
hardscapes).  
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typically occurs from 3,000 to 5,000 feet in elevation; at this level, the air pressure and density, being 


greater than the air at the same elevation over the water, causes the air to flow back over the water 


(see Figure 1, label #5). Once over water again, the air cools, increases in density and sinks toward the 


ocean surface (see Figure 1, label #6). This enhances high pressure near the ocean's surface (see Figure 1 


label #7) and the cooler air over the ocean (to the west of the Wailea area) will replace the warm air 


that rises from the land surface during the day and will flow onshore toward the Project (see Figure 1, 


label #2) and up the surrounding hillside (NWS 2018).  


This chimney effect over the warmer land surface occurs naturally in the existing conditions of the 


Project Area. This situation is typical during the day in ocean beach environments, where cooler ocean 


air blows onshore from the water to replace the rising air over the warmer land surface (NWS 2018). 


Due to these cooling onshore breezes from the ocean, daytime temperatures in Maui Meadows would 


not change due to the construction and operation of the Project because Maui Meadows is located 


upwind (i.e., the direction the wind is coming from) of the Project.  


 
Figure 1. Daytime Air Movement in a Coastal Region (NWS 2018) 


 


In the evening, a similar but opposite effect can result in the formation of land breezes. During and after 


sundown, the solar panels and the soil surface will cool to the temperature of the surrounding air. The 


air over the land surface will cool and will become denser forming a small area of high pressure (Figure 


2, label #1). When the land surface is cooler than the ocean water surface, the cool, dense air will flow 


downhill to the beach and out over the water (Figure 2, label #2). The ocean water will create a chimney 


effect as the ocean water will warm the air near the water surface, thus decreasing the air’s density, and 


cause the warmed air to rise into the cooler air above (Figure 2, label #3). The rising air forms a weak 


low‐pressure area above the ocean surface (Figure 2, label #4) and a higher pressure area where the 


warmed air accumulates (Figure 2, label #5), typically occurring from 3,000 to 5,000 feet in elevation. At 
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this elevation the air pressure and density, being greater than the air at the same elevation over the 


land, causes the air to flow back toward land from high pressure to low pressure (Figure 2, label #6). 


Once back over land, the air cools, increases in density and then sinks causing an increase in density and 


high pressure above ground (Figure 2, labels #7 and #1). Gravity pulls the dense air offshore again 


completing the circulation. This offshore flowing wind during the night is a natural occurrence on 


beaches around the world.  


 
Figure 2. Nighttime Air Movement in a Coastal Region (NWS 2018) 


 


During the day the ground beneath the solar panels will be shaded keeping the soil surface cooler than if 


the sun was shining directly on the soil. The cool onshore winds from the Pacific Ocean during the day 


and the cool downslope winds from Mount Haleakala at night will keep the soil surface beneath the 


panels about the same temperature as the ambient air. 


It is possible that the daytime heating of the Project panels could slightly warm the soil beneath the 


panels by reradiating the heat from the panels to the soil surface below. However, this radiative heating 


effect will be small and will be offset by the cooling effect of the daytime upslope and nighttime 


downslope winds. The area beneath the panels would be relatively small (50 acres or less) and the 


Project is situated on the west‐facing slope of Mount Haleakala, which climbs to an elevation of over 


8,000 feet on the ridge east of the Kula Highway and is approximately 35 square miles. Due to the 


Project’s solar array area being a fraction (less than 0.3%) of the area of the west slope of Mount 


Haleakala, the nighttime downslope winds that naturally occur in this area (see Figure 2, labels #1 and 


#2) would mix with and cool any remnant warm air beneath the solar panels.  


Thus, even if there was a small heat island effect at the area immediately surrounding the solar panels, 


the upslope and downslope winds that naturally occur on the southwestern side of Maui (off the west‐


facing slopes of Mount Haleakala) would overwhelm any small heat island associated with the solar 
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panels. This would result in cool air crossing the Maui Meadows area both in the daytime and in 


evening, as it does now. The area of the Project’s solar panels is simply too small in relation to the area 


of the western slope of Mount Haleakala to have a significant impact on the natural upslope and 


downslope air movement in the Wailea area.  


3. Response to Studies Cited by Pono Power Coalition 


The study conducted by Barron‐Gafford et al. (2016) compared temperature patterns measured at a 


solar farm in the Tucson, Arizona area, at an undeveloped natural desert area near the solar farm and at 


a nearby asphalt parking lot. The study observed that the temperature over the solar panels during the 


day is about the same as over the nearby desert. However, the study also found that the land beneath 


the solar panels was heated by the panels during the day and retained heat and stayed warmer than the 


natural (undeveloped) desert at night. This study was done within the University of Arizona Science and 


Technology Park Solar Zone in Tucson, Arizona. The findings from this study are specific to a solar facility 


constructed in the Tucson desert, where the ground under and adjacent to the solar panels is flat, 


devoid of vegetation, consisted of a light‐colored soil, and was nowhere near a major surface 


waterbody.  


The Tucson solar site differs from the proposed Project site in several ways resulting in entirely different 


microclimates. First, the entire Project Area will not be mass graded and will have vegetation within the 


solar array blocks and outside the location of other Project infrastructure. Therefore, much of the 


natural heat gain and storage characteristics of the ground within the Project Area will be preserved, 


which would be similar to the natural conditions outside of the Project Area.  


Second, the Project is located on the sloped side of Mount Haleakala near the Pacific Ocean, resulting in 


natural offshore and onshore winds as described above (Section 2). The Tucson solar site is flat and 


located in a broad desert valley with no slope or surface waterbodies nearby. Therefore, the flat Tucson 


desert has no terrain induced upslope and downslope wind patterns to move warmed air away from the 


project site as happens in Wailea. The Project solar array area will comprise a relatively small area (less 


than 0.3%) of the west facing slope of Mount Haleakala. Even if the solar panels warm the underlying 


soil to a temperature higher than the natural ground (i.e., ground with no panels) during the day, and 


the assumed warmer soils release the heat during and after sunset, any warm air released by the soils 


below the panels would be cooled by the naturally occurring offshore winds. The volume of cool air 


flowing towards the ocean from the west facing slopes of Mount Haleakala will overwhelm any solar 


panel‐caused heat released in the evening as the ground cools.  


Binder (2016) discusses the Barron‐Gafford et al. (2016) paper and states:  


The result demonstrates that there are potential heat costs to generating green power although 


the added heat dissipates quickly and can't be measured 100 feet away from the power plants. 


Considering the external costs of solar power, the discovery of this heat island effect may affect 


future decisions on when and where to convert natural ecosystems into large‐scale solar 


facilities (Binder 2016).  
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In other words, the heat island effect observed and reported in the Baron‐Gafford et al. (2016) paper is 


localized to the immediate solar facility itself and will dissipate within 100 feet. Although the 


phenomena observed in the Baron‐Gafford et al. paper is not applicable to the Project, as the local 


microclimate and soil substrate is different, even if we assumed the heat island effect reported in the 


Baron‐Gafford et al. paper were applicable to the Project Area, the heat island effect would dissipate 


within 100 feet. Since the Project solar arrays will be sited more than 300 feet away from the closest 


Maui Meadows parcel boundaries, any effect of a heat island from the solar farm will dissipate well 


away from the homes in Maui Meadows.  


Another recent study conducted by Li et al. (2018) was recently referenced in a Los Angeles Times article 


(Kaplan 2018) titled “Wind and solar farms can make their own weather, including extra rain over the 


Sahara.” The Li et al (2018) used a climate model to show that large‐scale installations of wind and solar 


farms covering the Sahara Desert could lead to local temperature and precipitation increase. However, 


the study also states that wind and solar farm impacts are dependent on the specific location and spatial 


distribution and that assessment of impacts from smaller scale wind and solar farms at specific locations 


would require further study. The area of the Sahara Desert is 11,250,000 times the size of the Project. 


Additionally, the study was done in context to the desert environment, not a seashore environment. 


Therefore, the findings from the Li et al. (2018) study are not applicable to or representative of the 


Project.  


4. Conclusion 


The construction and operation of the Project will not significantly change the natural diurnal flow of air 


back and forth across Maui Meadows. Even if the solar panels slightly warm the underlying soil beneath 


the solar panels more than the natural ground during the day, this radiative heating effect will be small 


and will be offset by the cooling effect of the daytime upslope and nighttime downslope winds, which 


would overwhelm any small heat island beneath the solar panels. This would result in cool air crossing 


the Maui Meadows area both in the daytime and in evening, as it does now. The area of the Project is 


simply too small (less than 0.3%) in relation to the area of the western slope of Mount Haleakala to have 


a significant impact on the natural upslope and downslope air movement in the Wailea area. Therefore, 


the Project will not create a significant heat island affect that would impact the existing heat island 


microclimate of the Maui Meadows neighborhood. 
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To join the Virtual Open House:
Register on the project website:  www.kahanasolarproject.com or
Click the WebEx link to join:  https://bit.ly/KahanaVOH

 
Hope you can join us!
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
 

 
Email:  kahanasolar@innergex.com  | Project Website: www.kahanasolarproject.com
Innergex Website:  www.innergex.com  Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
 
From the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030
“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of
volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports.”
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Archived: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 5:04:13 PM
From: Kahanasolar
Sent: Monday, December 7, 2020 4:44:00 PM
To: 'Kaimaile Makekau'; Kahanasolar
Subject: RE: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House
Sensitivity: Normal

Aloha Kaimaile
 
We hope you can join the Kahana Solar Virtual Open House as the archaeologist and biologists conducting the surveys will be providing a preliminary update
on the findings and will provide an opportunity to ask questions. 
 
Cheers
 
Kahana Solar Project Team!
 
From: Kaimaile Makekau  
Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 4:22 PM
To: Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com>
Subject: Re: You're Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House
 

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel  provient de l ’externe.  Avant d’accéder à  une pièce jointe ou à  un l ien de ce courriel , assurez-vous  de reconnaître l 'expéditeur et que le contenu est
de confiance.

WARNING: This  i s  an external  e-mai l . Before opening an attachment or cl i cking on a  l ink, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the content i s  safe.
 
Yeah and what the environmental impact of the land??
 
On Tue, Dec 1, 2020, 6:41 PM Kahanasolar <Kahanasolar@innergex.com> wrote:

A picture containing diagram  Description automatically generated

Click the link to join the Virtual Open House:  https://bit.ly.KahanaVOH
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5eed0dec6d204fe49d52fabe47ddbd2b-Julia Manci


Hope you can join us!
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
 
Innergex
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From: Kahanasolar
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog; Teena Rasmussen; Eddie Park; Julia Mancinelli
Subject: You"re Invited - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House
Date: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 8:41:04 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Click the link to join the Virtual Open House:  https://bit.ly.KahanaVOH

Hope you can join us!
Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
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From: Kahanasolar
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog; Teena Rasmussen; Julia Mancinelli; Eddie Park
Subject: Kahan Solar - Happy Holidays & Thank You from Innergex
Date: Friday, December 18, 2020 4:04:10 PM
Attachments: image004.png

On behalf of Innergex Renewable Energy we wanted to wish you a Mele Kalikimaka!

Thank you to those that participated in the December 9, 2020 Virtual Open House where the
team presented the preliminary archaeological and environmental study results.  For those
that we not able to attend, please visit the project website (www.kahanasolarproject.com) to
view the recording of the event and presentation slides located in the Downloads section.

Mahalo for your engagement and support as we work together to create a more sustainable
future for Maui.  We look forward to strengthening our relationships and the next phase of
the Kahana Solar Project in 2021.

Click here to view your greeting card.

Wishing you and yours a safe, healthy and happy holidays.

Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
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“Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County
reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce
overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports.”
 



 

 
 

 

February 12, 2021 

Aloha Community Members 

RE:  Kahana Solar Project Update - Preliminary Study Results and New Team Member 

We hope your new year is off to a good start and that you and your loved ones have been keeping 

safe and healthy. 

Thank you again to those who participated in the December 9, 2020 Kahana Solar Project Virtual 

Open House in which the team presented the preliminary archaeological and environmental study 

results. For those that were not able to attend, please visit the project website to view the recording 

of the event and presentation slides located at  Downloads.  

We are pleased to share the first of several technical reports being prepared for the project with the 

community. To view the reports click here. 

• Draft Biological Resources Survey Report 

• Draft Delineation of Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. 

As additional reports become available, they will also be shared with the community and posted on 

our project website at www.kahanasolarproject.com. 

Our team is growing in Hawaii.  In other news, we are very pleased to introduce you to Myriam 

Bernede-Martin who recently joined our project team as Senior Advisor – Community Relations.  

Myriam is based in Hawaii and will be supporting our project efforts on Hawaii Island, Oahu, and 

Maui.  She is looking forward to soon being able to travel inter-island to meet with the community 

and engage with the stakeholders of the Kahana Solar Project. 

We will continue to provide updates. As part of our commitment to be a good neighbor, we will 

continue to provide updates as the project moves along.  Our next open house is tentatively 

scheduled for this spring.  Notice of the meeting will be advertised in the Lahaina News and 

distributed through our email list when the date is set. 

In the meantime, we welcome your comments, questions, or advice about the project.  You may 

share them at kahanasolar@innergex.com. You may also contact us or our Maui team, Jeanne 

Skog and Teena Rasmussen, directly.  

Mahalo 

Kahana Solar LLC 

Eddie Park, Director – Development (epark@innergex.com) 

Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment (jmancinelli@innergex.com)  

Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations (mbmartin@innergex.com)  

 

c.c.  Jeanne Skog – Skog Rasmussen LLC (jskog@skograsmussen.com) 

Teena Rasmussen – Skog Rasmussen LLC (trasmussen@skograsmussen.com)  

https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/kahana/downloads/
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/kahana/downloads/
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From: Kahanasolar
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog; Teena Rasmussen; Eddie Park; Julia Mancinelli; Myriam Bernede-Martin
Subject: Kahana Solar Project Update - Preliminary Study Results & New Team Member
Date: Friday, February 12, 2021 4:41:14 PM
Attachments: image001.png

2021-02-12 Kahana Solar Project Update - Preliminary Study Results & New Team Member.pdf

Aloha Community Members
 
We hope your new year is off to a good start and that you and your loved ones have been keeping
safe and healthy.
 
Thank you again to those who participated in the December 9, 2020 Kahana Solar Project Virtual
Open House in which the team presented the preliminary archaeological and environmental study
results. For those that were not able to attend, please visit the project website to view the recording
of the event and presentation slides located at  Downloads.
 
We are pleased to share the first of several technical reports being prepared for the project with the
community. To view the reports click here.

Draft Biological Resources Survey Report
Draft Delineation of Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S.

 
As additional reports become available, they will also be shared with the community and posted on
our project website at www.kahanasolarproject.com.
 
Our team is growing in Hawaii.  In other news, we are very pleased to introduce you to Myriam
Bernede-Martin who recently joined our project team as Senior Advisor – Community Relations. 
Myriam is based in Hawaii and will be supporting our project efforts on Hawaii Island, Oahu, and
Maui.  She is looking forward to soon being able to travel inter-island to meet with the community
and engage with the stakeholders of the Kahana Solar Project.
 
We will continue to provide updates. As part of our commitment to be a good neighbor, we will
continue to provide updates as the project moves along.  Our next open house is tentatively
scheduled for this spring.  Notice of the meeting will be advertised in the Lahaina News and
distributed through our email list when the date is set.
 
In the meantime, we welcome your comments, questions, or advice about the project.  You may
share them at kahanasolar@innergex.com. You may also contact us or our Maui team, Jeanne Skog
and Teena Rasmussen, directly.
 
Mahalo
 
Kahana Solar LLC
 
Eddie Park, Director – Development
Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment
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February 12, 2021 


Aloha Community Members 


RE:  Kahana Solar Project Update - Preliminary Study Results and New Team Member 


We hope your new year is off to a good start and that you and your loved ones have been keeping 


safe and healthy. 


Thank you again to those who participated in the December 9, 2020 Kahana Solar Project Virtual 


Open House in which the team presented the preliminary archaeological and environmental study 


results. For those that were not able to attend, please visit the project website to view the recording 


of the event and presentation slides located at  Downloads.  


We are pleased to share the first of several technical reports being prepared for the project with the 


community. To view the reports click here. 


• Draft Biological Resources Survey Report 


• Draft Delineation of Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. 


As additional reports become available, they will also be shared with the community and posted on 


our project website at www.kahanasolarproject.com. 


Our team is growing in Hawaii.  In other news, we are very pleased to introduce you to Myriam 


Bernede-Martin who recently joined our project team as Senior Advisor – Community Relations.  


Myriam is based in Hawaii and will be supporting our project efforts on Hawaii Island, Oahu, and 


Maui.  She is looking forward to soon being able to travel inter-island to meet with the community 


and engage with the stakeholders of the Kahana Solar Project. 


We will continue to provide updates. As part of our commitment to be a good neighbor, we will 


continue to provide updates as the project moves along.  Our next open house is tentatively 


scheduled for this spring.  Notice of the meeting will be advertised in the Lahaina News and 


distributed through our email list when the date is set. 


In the meantime, we welcome your comments, questions, or advice about the project.  You may 


share them at kahanasolar@innergex.com. You may also contact us or our Maui team, Jeanne 


Skog and Teena Rasmussen, directly.  


Mahalo 


Kahana Solar LLC 


Eddie Park, Director – Development (epark@innergex.com) 


Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment (jmancinelli@innergex.com)  


Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations (mbmartin@innergex.com)  


 


c.c.  Jeanne Skog – Skog Rasmussen LLC (jskog@skograsmussen.com) 


Teena Rasmussen – Skog Rasmussen LLC (trasmussen@skograsmussen.com)  
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Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations
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From: Kahanasolar
To: Kahanasolar
Cc: Jeanne Skog; Teena Rasmussen; Eddie Park; Jamie Horner; Julia Mancinelli; Myriam Bernede-Martin
Subject: You"re Invited - Kahana Solar Update Virtual Open House - March 30, 2021
Date: Friday, March 19, 2021 5:51:13 PM
Attachments: image001.png

You"re Invited to the Kahana Solar Open House on March 30, 2021.pdf

 

To join the Virtual Open House:
Register on the project website:  www.kahanasolarproject.com or
Click the WebEx link to join:  http://bit.ly/KahanaSolar

 

Hope you can join us!
 
Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations
Jamie Horner, Senior Director – Energy Storage and Innovation
Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment
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Julia Mancinelli

From: Kahanasolar
Subject: Mahalo - Kahana Solar Project Update Virtual Open House March 31, 2021

Aloha, 

On behalf of Innergex Renewable Energy we wanted to thank those that participated in the March 31, 2021 
Kahana Solar Project Virtual Open House, where the team presented a design update based on archaeological 
and environmental results. For those that were not able to attend, please visit the project website 
(www.kahanasolarproject.com) to view the recording of the event and presentation slides located in the 
Downloads section.  

We welcome your comments, questions, or advice about the project.  You may share them at 
kahanasolar@innergex.com or contact Myriam Bernede‐Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations at 
mbmartin@innergex.com or at (808) 298‐2615. 

Mahalo for your engagement and support as we work together to create a more sustainable future for 
Maui.  We look forward to continue strengthening our relationships and the next phase of the Kahana Solar 
Project.  

 
Jamie Horner, Senior Director – Energy Storage and Innovation 
Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment 
Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor – Community Relations 
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October 15, 2021 
 
An Update from the Kahana Solar Project Team 
 

 
Aloha Community Members: 
 
Thank you for your ongoing interest in the Kahana Solar Project. As planning for the project 
continues, we are pleased to share the latest information about it with you.   

  
   Outcome of PUC Hearing 
 
On September 14 and 15, 2021, the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) held an Evidentiary Hearing 
about the Kahana Solar Project Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Maui Electric Company. 
Representatives for all parties and participants involved—Kahana Solar LLC, Maui Electric, the 
Consumer Advocate, and West Maui Preservation Association—had the opportunity to raise 
questions about previously submitted documentation and to present oral arguments.  We are 
grateful for the numerous letters of support about the Project that were provided to the Public 
Utilities Commission. The hearing recording is available on the PUC’s YouTube channel 
(https://puc.hawaii.gov/) and in Docket 2020-0142 if you have further interest in these proceedings.  
 
The two-day session concluded with the PUC instructing all parties to participate in a mediation 
process to resolve viewpoints on Kahana’s community benefits process, preference for a local 
workforce, and formalizing Kahana’s intent to decommission at the end of the life of the project.  
On October 15 after a productive mediation process, the involved parties came to an agreement 
that resolved the differing perspectives. We look forward to the PUC’s Decision and Order and 
commencing the permitting process over the coming months. 

 

Kahana Solar Project Overview 
 

The Kahana Solar Project is a 20 MW solar PV coupled with an 80 MWh battery energy storage 
system (BESS). The BESS would be charged from the solar panels during the day. One of 
several awarded by Maui Electric to achieve Hawaii’s 100% renewable energy goal, the 
Project: 
• provides Maui Electric with flexible, semi-dispatchable renewable energy at a fixed price for 

25 years 
• provides enough electricity to power the equivalent of 11,600 homes 
• will provide West Maui with stored renewable generation and improve grid stability 
• will displace about 2,160,872 barrels of fossil fuel over the 25-year life of the project 
• will reduce an estimated 754,510 net metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions over the life of 

the project  
• will help replace the power of the 38 MW oil-fired Kahului Power Plant due to close in 2024  
• is scheduled to be operational by the end of 2023  
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   Benefits to the Community 
 
The State of Hawaii’s renewable energy mandate is to achieve a 100 percent renewable portfolio 
standard by the year 2045. Kahana Solar Project’s primary benefit to the community is the 
contribution it will make toward achieving the 100% renewable energy goal.  Utility scale solar 
projects like Kahana Solar benefit all Maui Electric customers connected to the grid, not just those 
who can afford a solar installation. The price of the Project’s solar plus storage is amongst the 
lowest to date for renewable energy in the state and is cheaper than the cost of traditional fossil fuel 
generation. It will help reduce Hawaii’s overdependence on oil and vulnerability to volatile oil prices. 
 
Since our inception in 1990, Innergex has envisioned a world where abundant renewable energy 
promotes healthier communities and creates shared prosperity. Innergex develops, acquires, owns, 
and operates a portfolio of high-quality, environmentally responsible renewable energy projects 
around the world. Innergex maintains ownership of its projects, so we know that being a good 
neighbor in the communities that host our projects is essential for our success—and is a direct 
reflection of our company’s vision, mission, and values.  In this spirit, we looked beyond the primary 
benefits of the Kahana Solar Project to learn about other ways the Project could assist the West 
Maui community.  More than 100 West Maui residents and organizations, including educators, 
business owners, non-profit representatives, cultural practitioners, senior citizens, and students that 
generously shared their views and recommendations in interviews with us.  
 
Guided by these community interviews1 and in keeping with what we presented to the PUC, we are 
committing to $1.375 million in community giving over the 25-year life of the Project, which breaks 
down to $55,000 per year during the Project’s commercial operations. More specifically, our 
commitment will support: 
 

• Friends of Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve through the Living Pono Project as part of 
supporting environmental stewardship, sustaining the Preserve’s natural and cultural 
resource, and protecting a vital water source for Maui’s community. 

 
• Education and Training at Lahainaluna High School (directly or through the Lahainaluna 

High School Foundation) and/or the University of Hawai‘i Maui College to advance 
renewable energy and environmental stewardship training. Eligible initiatives may include 
vocational education, mentoring, internships, professional development for teachers, 
equipment, leadership development that expand student horizons.  Innergex will also serve 
as an Education Resource for engaging students in exploring energy or sustainability career 
paths.  

 
• West Maui Cultural Programs that promote cultural education and/or environmental 

protection programs and initiatives, specifically the Honokōwai Valley project of Maui 
Cultural Lands and the Nāpili Kai Foundation program to perpetuate the Hawaiian culture. 
 

• West Maui Events and Organizations to be administered by Hawaii Community Foundation 
through an annual grantmaking program that aligns with Innergex’s core values around 

 
1 https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020-2021-Community-Interviews-Findings-and-Recommendations.pdf  

https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020-2021-Community-Interviews-Findings-and-Recommendations.pdf
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long-term sustainable development that balances People, our Planet and Prosperity.  
Kahana Solar will support events and organizations in West Maui over the life of the Project. 
 

• Memberships and Sponsorships of events and programs identified by Innergex that occur 
throughout the year in West Maui.  

 
In addition to the above, Kahana Solar has engaged and harnessed local knowledge and talent to 
aid in the complex planning process of creating the solar farm.  We are grateful for their expertise in 
and dedication to the Project’s goals.  As an example, expertise from West Maui Ridge 2 Reef and 
CORAL Reef Alliance on minimizing stormwater runoff has led to incorporating design techniques 
that minimize the landscape impacts from the project.  
 
To date, Kahana Solar has hired from the local workforce and purchased from local businesses. 
The construction and operation phases will further create new employment opportunities and the 
need for other local suppliers and services.  For construction and operations, we are also 
committing to a preference to local residents, consultants, businesses, and contractors continues, 
with a significant majority of project hours paid at the prevailing wage equivalent. 
 
We are excited to continue engaging with the West Maui community and apply our resources and 
expertise, sponsorship opportunities and support to local organizations as needed. Forging long-
term relationships and providing support as well as partnering up with the communities that host 
our projects has always been and will remain a priority.  
 
   Your comments and questions are always welcome 
 
We hope you found this update informative. As we continue with project planning, your 
participation, input and advice are always welcome.   
 
Please visit our website to learn more, or contact me personally if you have any questions, 
concerns, ideas, or would like to sign-up for our Ka Puni Uila newsletter. We look forward to staying 
in touch. 
 
Mahalo 
 
Kahana Solar, LLC 
 

Myriam Bernede-Martin 
 

Myriam Bernede-Martin 
Senior Advisor – Community Relations 
Innergex Renewables USA LLC 
Cell: 1 (808) 298-2615 
mbmartin@innergex.com 
 

cc:  Jamie Horner, Senior Director – Storage and Innovation, Innergex    
(jhorner@innergex.com) 

        Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment, Innergex 
(jmancinelli@innergex.com) 
Jeanne Unemori Skog, Skog Rasmussen LLC 
(jskog@skograsmussen.com)  
Teena Rasmussen, Skog Rasmussen LLC 
(trasmussen@skograsmussen.com) 
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KA PUNI UILA

ISSUE #1

ALOHA!
Welcome to the first issue of KA PUNI UILA (electrical current), Innergex's new
community newsletter. Our goal is to share information on our projects throughout
the state, connect with the communities where these proposed projects will be
hosted, and provide a mechanism for people to connect with us. 

Innergex is planning on harnessing the renewable energy of the sun to power four
new solar energy and battery storage projects on O'ahu, Maui and Hawai'i
Islands. For over 30 years, our development strategy has been based on working
with the communities that host our projects by supporting local organizations and
businesses and partnering with key stakeholders to make a positive socio-
economic impact. 

As part of its goal to achieve 100% renewable energy generation by 2045, the
State of Hawaii, through its energy arm Hawaiian Electric Company, and its
subsidiary companies, Maui Electric Company and Hawaii Electric Light Company,
launched requests for proposals (RFP) for clean, renewable energy projects for
O'ahu, Maui and Hawai'i Islands to bring more stable electricity costs to
consumers, help the state reduce its dependency on imported sources of
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energy, and decrease its carbon emissions. Our proposed solar energy and
battery storage projects would capture the renewable energy of the sun to generate
clean electricity and store it for when it is most needed.

WHERE ARE THE PROJECTS LOCATED?

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 

HALE KUAWEHI
Hale Kuawehi is a proposed 30 MW (120 MWh battery storage) solar and battery
storage project to be developed on land owned by the historic Parker Ranch near
Waimea, on the Island of Hawai'i. 
 
Did you know that Innergex engaged with the Waimea Native Homesteader’s
Association and the cultural practitioner they recommended to meet with to learn
about the history of the place the proposed project will be located? After extensive
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research, including spiritual prayers, the name of Hale Kuawehi was given by
Kumu Micah L.K. Kamohoalii to the solar project. 

HALE “House” This word can also mean host or hospitable. It is the understanding
that the hale is where things of great importance are kept and stored, a source of
good energy and a place of peace and calm where one may always return to.

KUA “Back” or “to carry on the back” as in hard work. In Hawaiian, the back was
one of the most important areas of the body. This is where strength and hard work
derives, like the western saying “put your back into it!” 

WEHI “Adornment or To Beautify” This word commemorates the natural lush beauty
of Hawai'i and the power of our natural elements around us, as we live in an oasis
of beauty. 

KUAWEHI This word describes the suns rays and the powerful energy these rays
hold. 

Click here to learn more about the Hale Kuawehi solar energy and battery storage
project.

IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

EVENTS/PARTNERSHIPS 

O'ahu

In 2020, Innergex facilitated a partnership between the Council for Native Hawaiian
Advancement and the Mākaha Learning Center to establish a Solar Training
Program – an intensive learning opportunity for 30 Native Hawaiian students to gain
and develop the technical skills needed to succeed in the solar industry.

To learn more about this partnership, 
please check out our Solar Training Video
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Maui

Maui Land & Pineapple Company (MLP) owns and manages
the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve. It is the largest private
nature preserve on Maui and encompasses 8,304 acres.
One of the community benefits proposed by the Kahana
Solar project is supporting community level solar generation
opportunities. By providing Leeward Haleakala Watershed
Restoration Partnership (LHWRP) with funding to support

their roof top solar panel system, we help the non-profit supply the electricity needs
of their Hale Hana ‘Omaopio operations base with clean, renewable energy.

“We are so grateful for the donation Innergex provided. It enabled us to install the
Blue Ion batteries made on Hawai'i Island and finally provide power for the field
crew's operations. Construction at our new headquarters has taken longer than
anticipated, and with additional donations from Graham Hill, Hawai'i Off-Grid, we
were able to complete the first phase of our system. It feels good to choose solar
energy to power our restoration program so we can reduce our impact on the
environment as much as possible.” - Andrea Buckman, Program Manager, Leeward
Haleakala Watershed Restoration Partnership

Hawai'i Island

On Thursday, April 1, Innergex had the pleasure of sponsoring Saint.
James' Episcopal Church's communitymeal. Our sponsorship contributed toward
the production of 27 pans of Moussaka made with locally-grown ingredients
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including hapa rice, Mamane Bakery bread,
Tepa and Huluhulu Farm lettuce, and
Kawamata tomatoes. The joint effort resulted
in a total of 567 meals delivered to local
residents. 

A note from St. James' Community Meal
Coordinators, Sue Dela Cruz and Tim
Bostock in their monthly newsletter: “Our

sponsor tonight was Innergex – the national energy company behind the Hale
Kuawehi Solar project planned on Parker Ranch Land... we are so grateful for the
sponsorship and all the volunteers who helped make this meal a great one! 
Wishing you all a Happy Easter!”

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

Maui
"I commend them for reaching out to the community. To me, the proper way to go
on any of this stuff is to get out, do your homework and really try and work with the
community up front and minimize trouble the road which can be costly in delays. It
looks like they’re doing this the right way." - Maui community member. 

"I was impressed with their efforts to meet folks and get information about the area
and people’s thoughts and concerns" - Maui community member.
  
O'ahu
“KCDC supports the solar project at Kalaeloa, because it aligns with DHHL's
guiding documents but more importantly because this project provides DHHL, its
beneficiaries, KCDC and the Kapolei homesteads with the resources for a
sustainable future.” - Scott Abrigo, President of Kapolei Community Development
Corporation (KCDC)
  
Hawai'i Island
“The Innergex project is a game changer – both in terms of potentially lowering
energy bills for Hawai'i Island residents, farms, ranches and businesses, and also in
terms of reducing dependence on climate-changing fossil fuels,” said Patti Cook,
WCA President. “We are grateful HELCO and the PUC are moving in this direction
and welcome Innergex to our community. They are very eager to meet and talk with
residents, answer questions and become active community contributors.”
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IN THE NEWS 
 
Solar-Battery Project at ‘Ulupalakua, Maui is Approved by PUC (Oct.8, 2020) 
Hawaiian Electric asks regulators to approve nearly 2 GWh storage, 300 MW solar
contracts (Sept.18, 2020) 
Hawaiian Electric Details Proposed Projects (June 2, 2020)

IMPORTANT DATES
National Bike Month – May 2021 
Lei Day – May 1, 2021 
World Bee Day – May 20, 2021 
World Turtle Day – May 23, 2021

MAHALO!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR EMAIL US

Share Tweet Forward

Innergex Renewables USA LLC 
All rights reserved 
Copyright © 2021 
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Our mailing address is: 
3636 Nobel Drive, Suite 260 
San Diego, CA  92122  USA 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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KA PUNI UILA

ISSUE #2

ALOHA!
Hawaiians have always known that ka lā (the sun) was one of the greatest sources of energy. In
one mo‘olelo (story), Māui stops the sun from moving so quickly across the sky. Hina, Māui’s
mother, is having trouble drying kapa (bark cloth) because the days are so short. In one version of
this legend, Hina sends Māui to a big wiliwili tree where he finds his old blind grandmother cooking
bananas. She agrees to help him, and he uses a lasso to catch the sun’s rays as it rises. The sun
begged Māui for his life, and agreed that from now on, the days will be long in summer and short in
winter. 
 
In early Hawai‘i, oil from the kukui nut, from the candlenut tree, was used to generate light. The oil
of the white kernels was extracted for use in stone lamps and in ti leaf sheath torches. Wicks were
made from the spine of the coconut palm leaf, and the first candles were made of the nuts. When
many nuts were used together, they would burn for many hours and these were the first torches.

Today, we recognize that energy manifests itself in several ways, such as from the burning of coal,
movement from air, or harnessing the sun’s rays. The State of Hawaiʻi announced an attenable
goal in 2015 to achieve 100% renewable energy production by 2045. In the following years,
Hawaiian Electric Company and its subsidiaries – Maui Electric Company and Hawaiʻi Electric
Light Company – announced Request for Proposals (RFP) to meet the growing renewable energy
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needs. Innergex responded to both the
2018 and 2019 RFPs and was awarded
four contracts for projects on Oʻahu,
Maui, and Hawaiʻi Island. Altogether the
four projects will have a combined
capacity to power more than 41,000
households with renewable energy. 

While renewable energy production is the
primary goal, Innergex is also developing
long-term partnerships with key
community organizations at each project

site. Through various partnerships, programs, and sponsorship opportunities, Innergex is
committed to uplifting and powering generations of residents and communities in and outside of
their home. 

We want to hear from you! 
If you would like to participate with us on a community initiative, or have any questions or
suggestions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Myriam Bernede-Martin (Senior Advisor -
Community Relations) at mbmartin@innergex.com or (808) 298-2615.

WHERE ARE THE PROJECTS LOCATED?

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

mailto:mbmartin@innergex.com
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/
http://eepurl.com/hSbm0D
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=c2eb6a4bf2142ae4307b07fec&id=c8f075f391
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=c2eb6a4bf2142ae4307b07fec&id=c8f075f391
javascript:;


1/19/2022 Ka Puni Uila Newsletter Summer Edition

https://mailchi.mp/3aca05623046/ka-puni-uila-newsletter-summer-edition 3/6

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT
Barbers Point Solar
Barbers Point Solar, LLC is preparing an environmental assessment (EA) to evaluate the potential
environmental impacts of the project. As part of the environmental review process, a pre-
assessment consultation letter was sent to interested parties to obtain input on the scope of issues
to be considered in the Draft EA. We look forward to sharing the Draft EA at the end of Q3 2021. 
We welcome input from community members at any time and would encourage you to submit your
feedback to barberspointsolar@innergex.com. We would like to invite you to learn more by visiting
our website to access the preliminary technical studies that have been conducted to date, and
about some of the benefits the Project will provide the community.

IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

EVENTS/PARTNERSHIPS 

O'ahu

On June 6, 2021, Innergex sponsored the Barbers Point Riding Club (BPRC) summer Horse
Show. BPRC is adjacent to a good portion of the Barbers Point Solar project, and is the current
stewards of Barbers Point Stables and the historic revetments located on a 25-acre parcel that has
been adaptively reused to house horses for well over 70 years. BPRC’s mission is to focus on
protecting and preserving the stables and the facility while offering affordable horse boarding to
families.
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“Mahalo nui loa to our new neighbor, Innergex, for sponsoring our first post pandemic horse show.
We're a small community slowly emerging from the shadow of COVID-19 and hosting this horse
show helped bring about a sense of normalcy to our members, families, and friends!”  Valerie Van
der Veer, Barbers Point Riding Club Community Liaison

Maui

Kihei Charter School students partner up with Innergex for school project 
A group of biology students at the Kihei Charter School were tasked with finding solutions to
mitigate climate change effects on Maui and reduce the amount of CO2 in the earth’s atmosphere.

They focused on solar PV and battery energy storage as their solution. In a two-week period, the
students created a poster, wrote a letter to Earth, interviewed a solar energy expert, and designed
and launched a website to present all their work and research. After completing their assignment,
they felt compelled to work together to bring this project to its full potential. Before the end of the
school year, the students sent in testimony for the Paeahu Solar Project County Special Use
Permit. Providing testimony on this permit gave the students a personal experience in bringing
Hawai’i closer its goal of achieving 100% renewable energy. 
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Partnering with Innergex was a big part of the student’s project. They enjoyed seeing what
happens behind the scenes and learning what it takes to start and finish a solar project. From
these experiences, the students learned that dealing with permits, communities and agricultural
areas can be a long process. They are grateful for the opportunity they have been given at such a
young age and said they have grown as students and community members as a result and are
very thankful for Innergex’s contribution to their project. 

If you want to learn more about the project, please click here. 

Hawai'i Island

On June 3rd, Innergex delivered a project update on Hale Kuawehi Solar at the Waimea
Community Association (WCA) Town Meeting. The
15mn presentation provided information on Hale
Kuawehi’s updated site layout plans, construction
phases and timeline, and a Traffic Impact Analysis
Report. The virtual event was facilitated by WCA
President, James Hustace, and also featured keynote
speakers, Councilor Heather Kimball, Councilor Tim
Richards, and Representative David Tarnas, as well as AES Waikoloa Solar + Storage and
Hawaiian Electric. To learn more about our project presentation, please visit our website. Thank
you to the Waimea Community Association for inviting us to your Town Meeting!

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
 
“Maui has an ongoing need for renewable energy, especially in high use areas such as the South
Maui area. Maui is growing daily, and we must adapt and change our ways in order to reach our
energy goals as a State; for a cleaner environment, improved economy, and keeping our money
here instead of importing fossil fuels. The Paeahu Solar Project will contribute to this County
goal.” William G. Jacintho, President, Maui Cattlemen's Association 
 
IN THE NEWS
Hawaii options for green energy abound (June 26, 2021) 
Solar projects to be discussed during Waimea Town Meeting (June 2, 2021) 
Despite taking some heat, South Maui solar project moves forward (May 27, 2021) 
Big Island On Pace To Meet Renewable Energy Goals In 2 Years (May 10, 2021)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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World Ozone Day (September 9) 
Zero Emissions Day (September 16) 
World Rivers Day (September 26) 
Energy Efficiency Day (October 6)

MAHALO!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR EMAIL US

Share Tweet Forward
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Our mailing address is: 
3636 Nobel Drive, Suite 260 
San Diego, CA  92122  USA 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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KA PUNI UILA

ISSUE #3

ALOHA!
Welcome to the third issue of KA PUNI UILA. As we approach Thanksgiving in yet
another unusual year due to the pandemic, we wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you for your ongoing support and interest in our four projects in Hawaii. We
are thrilled to strengthen our existing relationships with the respective communities
that host our projects, and look forward to establishing new ones as we advance in
the process.  We will continue to engage with community members, and welcome
you to reach out to us if you have any questions, comments or feedback. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Mahalo for your invaluable support!

WHERE ARE THE PROJECTS LOCATED?
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PROJECT SPOTLIGHT 
 

Please join us for our next Barbers Point Solar Project Virtual Public
Information Meeting. We hope you will join us as we present an overview of the
Draft Environmental Assessment, including the updated design layout, and results
of the archaeological, environmental, and technical studies. Please visit our website
at www.barberspointsolar.com to register for the meeting!

 
Barbers Point Solar Project Virtual Public Information Meeting

Wednesday, October 20 @ 5:30 pm HST 
Register HERE  

 
Kahana Solar Project announces its community benefits package which was
guided by more than 100 West Maui residents and organization, including
educators, business owners, non-profit representatives, cultural practitioners, senior
citizens, and students that generously shared their views and recommendations in
interviews with us.  

Guided by these interviews, we are committing to $1.375 million in community
giving over the 25-year life of the Project, which breaks down to $55,000 per
year during the Project’s commercial operations. More specifically, our commitment
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will support: 
 

Friends of Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve through the Living Pono Project
as part of supporting environmental stewardship, sustaining the Preserve’s
natural and cultural resource, and protecting a vital water source for Maui’s
community.

 

Education and Training at Lahainaluna High School (directly or through
the Lahainaluna High School Foundation) and/or the University of Hawai‘i
Maui College to advance renewable energy and environmental stewardship
training. Eligible initiatives may include vocational education, mentoring,
internships, professional development for teachers, equipment, leadership
development that expand student horizons.  Innergex will also serve as an
Education Resource for engaging students in exploring energy or
sustainability career paths.

 

West Maui Cultural Programs that promote cultural education and/or
environmental protection programs and initiatives, specifically the Honokōwai
Valley project of Maui Cultural Lands and the Nāpili Kai Foundation program
to perpetuate the Hawaiian culture.

 

West Maui Events and Organizations to be administered by Hawaii
Community Foundation through an annual grantmaking program that aligns
with Innergex’s core values around long-term sustainable development that
balances People, our Planet and Prosperity.  Kahana Solar will support events
and organizations in West Maui over the life of the Project.

 

Memberships and Sponsorships of events and programs identified by
Innergex that occur throughout the year in West Maui.

  
We are excited to continue engaging with the West Maui community and apply our
resources and expertise, sponsorship opportunities and support to local
organizations as needed. Forging long-term relationships and providing support as
well as partnering up with the communities that host our projects has always been
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and will remain a priority. Overall, the Project’s primary benefit to the community is
the contribution it will make toward achieving the State’s 100% renewable energy
goal, reduction in GHG emissions, and anticipated bill savings to Maui Electric
customers. 

To learn more about our projects in Hawaii, please visit our website at the following
link https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/.

SUSTAINABILITY AT INNERGEX 
 

Our Sustainability Report is the key platform for communicating our sustainability
performance and environmental, social and governance impacts. 

Our 2020 report contains Innergex’ s sustainability performance metrics and other
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) indicators and covers the activities of
Innergex from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. The reporting includes, but
not limited to, Innergex’s employees, and the communities and Indigenous
communities Innergex works within and with, along with environmental and
governance performance metrics. 

Being a good neighbor is important to Innergex and we take great pride in our track
record of nurturing strong, long-term relations with the communities where we
conduct operations. The positive impacts of renewable energy projects on a
community can be vast and long-term. Some of the benefits include, a source of
revenues, skills training, and job creation, along with investments in the community
infrastructure projects to name just a few. In 2020, Innergex distributed
approximately $2.7 million in funding has been distributed through sponsorships,
donations, and voluntary contributions. We encourage you to read it here.

DID YOU KNOW?
 
A preliminary step in developing any solar energy project is assessing the solar
resource. Average annual, monthly, hourly solar irradiance values can be used to
assess the overall feasibility of a particular site and to select the appropriate solar
technology to be installed. 
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At the early stage of
development, the solar irradiance
data used for assessing the
Project site is based on long-
term, hourly satellite-derived
irradiance values. However,
satellite data can’t always
capture the microscale features
that affect a site. Therefore, a
combination of short-term ground
measurements and long-term
satellite-derived irradiance values

is ideal for assessing variability.  An on-site solar meteorological (MET) station will
be utilized for this purpose.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
World Soil Day 12/5 
Wildlife Conservation Day 12/4 
America Recycles Day 11/15 
COP 26 10/ 31 – 11/12

MAHALO!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR EMAIL US

Share Tweet Forward
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KA PUNI UILA

ISSUE #4

ALOHA!
Welcome to the final issue of KA PUNI UILA for 2021. On behalf of all of at
Innergex, we would like to thank you for your engagement, feedback, and
assistance during these challenging times. Our team looks forward to continuing to
strengthen our existing relationships with the communities that host our
projects. Warmest wishes for a happy holiday season to you and yours and let’s
ring in a wonderful new year together.

hauʻoli lā hoʻomaha from all of us at Innergex! 
(click to view)
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WHERE ARE THE PROJECTS LOCATED?

To learn more about our projects in Hawai'i, please visit their respective websites
below: 
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The four solar + battery energy storage projects would power approximately 41,450
households in Hawai'i with renewable energy.
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FLASH PROJECT UPDATE 
 

Kahana 
We were very pleased that the Hawai'i Public Utilities Commission issued their
Decision & Order No. 38077 approving the Kahana Solar Power Purchase
Agreement on November 19th.  
  
Hale Kuawehi 
The construction contract was executed with Site Constructors and Columbia
Pacific falling under the joint venture of HKS JV, LLC.  Permitting applications and
approvals are well underway. January 2022 will kick off with mobilization of
construction equipment to site, a ground-breaking ceremony, and the
commencement of civil grading works.

Barbers Point 
Innergex hosted a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) Virtual Project Update on
October 20, please find the poster boards and recording here. The Final EA and
Findings of No Significant Impact will be presented to the Hawaiian Homes
Commission on December 20.

Paeahu

On October 28th, a traditional
Hawaiian blessing ceremony led by
local Kumu Kimokeo Kapahulehua
was carried out at the Paeahu Solar
site on Ulupalakua Ranch. A ground-
breaking blessing ceremony is
scheduled for Q2 2022, and
additional information will be
provided closer to the time.

MAHALO!
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR EMAIL US
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METHODOLOGY 
  

Within Skog Rasmussen’s tasks in Kahana Solar Project’s overall community engagement and 
outreach plan, a high priority was placed on listening and understanding the perceptions and 
perspectives of a cross-section of West Maui residents about the project—as well as other matters 
that may impact their support.  Core to Skog Rasmussen’s listening task was conducting one-on-one 
or small group interviews with residents including community leaders and other stakeholders in the 
Maui community. Interviews were conducted because they held the greatest potential for yielding 
clear themes about hurdles for Kahana Solar that would warrant deeper consideration of mitigating 
solutions.  Skog Rasmussen also hoped to learn about supportive sentiments that the project could 
reinforce as planning progressed. Insights shared in all interviews, regardless of their stance on the 
project, were of tremendous value. 
 
The goals of the interviews were to: 
 

• Provide Kahana Solar with a diverse set of viewpoints from which it could better understand 
community concerns, questions, perceptions, and advice about the project.  

• Create a bridge to the Maui community, especially in West Maui, for informing and updating 
them about the Kahana Solar Project. 

• Eliminate or minimize misperceptions and misinformation regarding the project. 
 

Skog Rasmussen took the following actions to conduct the listening sessions and impart results: 
 

• Developed a list of prospective interviews based on Skog Rasmussen’s existing network of 
relationships connected to or knowledgeable about the West Maui community.  

• Identified key Maui community members who could also provide valuable input. 

• Developed a set of questions to guide the interviews.   

• Scheduled and conducted in-person or, in a handful of cases, virtual interviews over a period 
of several months from June 2020 through February 2021 at the individual’s choice of 
meeting location or form of meeting.   

• To foster the utmost candor and therefore value from the interviews, those interviewed were 
assured of confidentiality, i.e., any report published would not disclose sources nor attribute 
quotes to a specific individual and overall sentiments heard would only be shared in 
aggregate. 

• Obtained recommendations from those interviewed of other individuals the project should 
meet with. Using this approach, Skog Rasmussen identified many other residents who were 
willing to be interviewed. The referring party usually allowed Skog Rasmussen to use their 
names to pave the way with a prospect or the referring party proactively introduced Skog 
Rasmussen to the interview candidate via phone or email. 
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• Assisted Innergex with developing a Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
handouts to ensure that it adequately addressed the concerns shared in interviews. The 
handouts were shared with those interviewed along with a map showing the location of the 
proposed project.   

• Assessed results of responses as interviews proceeded, noting categories of questions, 
concerns, and general sentiments about the project. 

• Throughout the listening process, updated Innergex regularly on questions and/or concerns 
raised.   

• Completed 76 interviews with individuals and groups as of the date of this report. 

• Analyzed the data gleaned from the interviews to identify key themes, develop findings, 
select representative comments, shape recommendations for the overall project and for 
community investment. 
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WHAT WE HEARD  
 

Since the May 2020 announcement that the Kahana Solar Project was selected to be in the Final 
Award Group and began negotiating a power purchase agreement, Skog Rasmussen launched 
implementation of the various elements of the project’s community outreach and engagement plan.  
Key among the strategies was arranging meetings with groups and individuals to pulse for 
perceptions, perspectives, and advice on the Kahana Solar Project. In addition to these interviews, 
the project held numerous meetings with individuals or government officials about some of the 
specific characteristics and technical aspects of the project.   
 
The interviews triggered extensive feedback on many aspects of renewable energy and the project. 
As planned, we sought a diversity of individuals for the interviews including kamaaina and malihini, 
business owners and workers; public, private, and nonprofit representatives; retirees and students. In 
spite of the diversity of individuals who were interviewed, clear themes emerged from the 
conversations.  The sessions also were an opportunity to share and answer questions about the 
project which highlighted areas of the project that needed clarification and improved 
communication to the public. The interviews began in June 2020 and continued through February 
2021. 
 
Overall, we heard broad-based support for renewable energy. Many of those interviewed were aware 
of Hawaii's renewable energy goal of 100% renewable energy generation by 2045, but generally not 
about the details of that quest. Many had residential solar systems installed—or would like to be able 
to afford it—recognizing the significant financial and environmental benefits that solar provides.  
Nearly all were supportive of the state seeking the 100% goal but in most cases that support came 
with questions or caveats.  
 
Support for the state’s 100% goal carried over into significant support for the Kahana Solar Project 
so far.  That positive sentiment, however, came with conditions that residents felt must be addressed 
or that they recommended be considered as the planning and design progressed.   
 
This report summarizes what we heard through the interview phase supported by quotes from those 
interviewed.  It concludes with recommendations based on our outreach. 
 
 

SEEKING SUSTAINABILITY AND RESILIENCE 

As we plan for the next 20 years and beyond, responsible management of our 
infrastructure systems will be key to meeting the needs of the community and improving 
the quality of life.  By identifying and carrying out strategies that will help West Maui 
adapt to climate change, the result will be more resilient and self-sustaining community 
that can respond to and recover from disasters and stressors. 

- Goal:  Ready and Resilient Systems 
West Maui Community Plan  
County of Maui 
December 2020 Draft 
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Renewable energy development will be critical to help the State of Hawai’i and Maui 
County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative economic effects of volatile oil prices, 
reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by reducing imports. 

- Maui Island Plan 
General Plan 2030 
County of Maui  

 
The value of becoming less dependent on imported fossil fuel was widely appreciated as an 
essential journey toward achieving sustainability and resilience. Many of those interviewed 
understood Maui’s economic vulnerability if renewable energy solutions were not pursued.  For 
some, with the pandemic as an inescapable backdrop, the precipitous drop in tourism dollars and 
jobs for West Maui workers were chilling reminders of the necessary quest for resilience. All too 
frequent brush fires that cause power outages and “freezers full of food thrown away” also 
underscore West Maui’s vulnerability. Most appreciated how significantly renewable energy projects 
like Kahana Solar Project contribute to mitigating those conditions and allow residents to benefit 
from Maui’s abundant solar resource.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I think transitioning away from fossil fuel is better for the climate. It makes us more 

resilient so we will hopefully have less fires and at least the impacts of climate change 
won’t be as severe. 

 

I conserve energy because I believe that it should be sort of a social and moral 
obligation to help reduce climate change, global warming, and just to help conserve 

the serenity and peace of Earth. 
 

Especially being on an island, it's important because of just looking at bringing diesel 
in…the costs of that and how the supply chain could be disrupted. And then all of a 
sudden, we don't have diesel to give us power. I think it's more important for us to 

reach those goals and a lot of energy should be put towards it, and effort should be 
put towards making sure we do reach it. Because it would also provide us stable 

energy and power but at a stable price, as well. And we pay for some of the highest 
power in the nation. I think if it'll directly impact people's pockets. That'd be great. 

 

Solar energy is fantastic. I think energy from water, energy from the sun, energy from 
wind is a great form of collecting energy. Yes, with the solar panel, if you are flying in 
an airplane over Hawaii, maybe it doesn’t look as pretty from the sky with solar panels 
and wind, but we need to create energy somehow for ourselves and I am good with it. 

 

The story's got to be, this is how we're making Hawaii more sustainable, more 
independent. Because independence right now is the name of the game. 

 

[The fire] was really something…we're going to have [to have] alternative energy, 
that's a real thing that really happened. Some kind of way to ensure that if you're 

producing power, it can be used in that kind of emergency situation. 
 

Anything to get away from that automobile dependency,  
that carbon fuel footprint, I think it’s good. 

 

As far as the futuristic plan here as long as it gets implemented, that always seems to 
be the problem. Hawaii's great for lots of plans, but implementation has always been 

a problem. 
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The enthusiasm for energy independence and resilience through these projects, however, was often 
coupled with appeals for prudent actions to also protect Maui’s environment and to prevent 
added financial burdens to residents.  As represented by the quotes below, these sentiments were 
most explicitly expressed in the interviews when residents completed the statement “It’s important 
for Maui to reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuel, but that should not come at the cost of 
_________.”  
  

 
 

You have a fire, and you have something that happens to the line that comes out over 
the Pali and West Maui, gets blacked out from time to time…So having an 

independent energy source makes sense for West Maui. 
 

If we're going to become less reliant on tourism, we have to do some import 
substitution. Energy is an automatic, and then food production is a second one. Both 
of those things would make us more resilient, but it would also push in the impact of 

lowering tourism numbers. I would hope that it would be embraced in terms of 
sustainability, island sustainability. I think that Maui or the state should be proud of its 

renewable energy goals and trying to realize that. I think that it lessens our 
dependence on the mainland and  

foreign interests. 
 

I would hope that it would be embraced in terms of sustainability, island sustainability. 
I think that Maui or the state should be proud of its renewable energy goals and trying 

to realize that. I think that it lessens our dependence on the mainland and foreign 
interests. 

 

I think it's an admirable goal. I think it's probably achievable. I think Maui's probably 
uniquely qualified to do that also, if not the state. I think there's no disagreement that 

the community had getting off of fossil fuels and getting  
to renewable. 

 

 
…the environment, culture, beauty, and access to the outdoors 

……taxpayers, residential consumers for  

and build costs. 

…costing more for people who can't afford it. 

…poisoning our natural resources. Project must not contribute or add toxic waste or 
refuse. 

…defacing our natural beauty. There's areas that we can get this done… 
without selling our souls. 
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SITE SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS 

The location and layout of the Kahana Solar Project site triggered many specific concerns and 
requests.  Generally, these were offered in a supportive spirit that sought to accommodate use of the 
site for solar while incorporating measures that managed or improved infrastructure and mitigated 
views of the installation against the West Maui mountain backdrop.  Several expressed hope that the 
installation would allow continued recreational uses such as mountain or dirt-biking and would not 
impede interest in a greenway through the area planned below the Pulelehua development. 
 
Some inquired as to why that specific area was selected, seeing that there are other stretches of land 
in the West Maui area.  Skog Rasmussen shared some of the attributes of the site—abundance of 
solar resource, ag lands unused since 2009 which can permit solar installations, suitable terrain, 
response to West Maui energy demands, willingness of landowner—which were attractive to the 
project team.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think it's a pretty good location actually because it's directly above the airport. I think 
it's good alignment with where the future housing project is below the airport…I don't 

see where else it could be probably better. I think it's a good use of space. It's far 
enough away people don't necessarily see it that well. It's going to be high enough so 

it's not going to be something that's going to be distracting for the beauty of the 
island.  I think it's fine. 

 

We're just an island, we have limited resources, we have limited land that we're 
stewards of, and we want to be sure that we've done something that we can never 
take back…I don't want my grandkids coming and saying, "What were you thinking 
back then when you allowed this to happen?" So, I [feel] strongly about what legacy 

we're going to leave. 
I have no problem with the project. I can't see it from my house, the construction will 

not impact our neighborhood, I have no problem. I also have not heard a single 
negative comment from any of our neighbors or our friends on Ala Hoku Place. 

 

I like to have you folks consider what can be done to preserve the Honokohau ditch 
line.  I think that would be huge to get that Honokohau ditch line going because as we 

transition out, we're going to need water, and that line is bringing in all that water... 
 

Well, if they made it into a park and watered it, landscaped it, 
 I'd feel good about it. 

 

I have a friend from the mainland who moved in, bought a piece of property at 
Launiupoko and then started complaining when they wanted to develop the area in 
between Launiupoko and the highway....That's the problem with people from the 

mainland is that they just come here and they say, "I want my little thing and I don't 
want anybody to disturb it."....There's people who need housing here so you're going 

to have to change your attitude because this is the kind of attitude that the people 
who live here hate... 

 

Getting into these gullies for dirt bikers and mountain bikers is really fun.  
Just by looking at this map in between these two points here, if they were 

 to leave that gully available for dirt bikers and mountain bikers,  
we would be so happy because that's the most fun. 
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Two perspectives emerged about protecting the environment as the project team conducts 
planning and design for the selected site. Several comments related to implementing best practices in 
natural resource management especially in the face of global warming and adhering to protocols that 
help ensure protection of biological resources.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
I think itʻs a good location. Itʻs just something weʻre going to have to get used to as 

part of our landscape  
Right now, we slowly try to get into not being fossil fuel dependent and all that. I know 

about the battery cars and solar and the windmills and...I've been following it for 
years. I agree with it, but I'm against it if it takes a lot of land away from the locals 

being able to live here. It makes no sense to build power if a lot of locals gotta move. 
 

For us as mountain bikers and dirt bikers who enjoy trails…any time somebody puts a 
fence there it can be seen a little offensive, even though it's of course not our land or 
anything, but it's, you think of it as yours, since you've been riding that trail for say like 

five years. If I was on a trail that I've been riding for about five years and all of a 
sudden there's a fence going across it. I'm going to be pretty bummed and saddened 

and discouraged. 
 

If they can just police their gates, their fence, police their roads, keep them clean. 
Don't let somebody come in and dump their couch off the side of their road. If they 

just did that, that could even help for my wife be more adamant about enjoying some 
of that recreation without me needing to be there with her. Because once you see a 

couch, immediately you don't know what's going on in that area. 
If the roads in and near the project are improved, it may urge more homeless people 
to be up there. That has been an issue for our neighborhood. There has been lots of 
illegal dumping of garbage and wrecked cars.  [Maui Land and Pineapple] may need 

better security to make sure that doesn't get out of control. 
 

I think it's good use of space....I don't see where else it could be probably better….It's 
far enough away people don't necessarily see it that well. It's going to be high enough 

so it's not going to be something that's going to be distracting for the beauty of the 
island. I think it's fine. 

 

 
They need to come into this thinking that they are actually stewards of the land...They 

need to have their own natural resource management. 
 

I think that it will help to reduce pollution which, basically be better for the 
environment. I think that contributes to everybody's health, what's in the atmosphere. 

 

I feel that everywhere should have a goal like that, that is as aggressive as they can 
possibly make it based on the data, we've been seeing about how hot the earth is 

getting. 
 

If it's connected to the universities, you get a lot of research being done in terms of 
systems and other areas that can be improved in terms of environments and energy, 

based upon how many of these things in place. 
 

My fears are much more about global warming. The way to allay my fears is to build 
as many solar farms as we possibly can. 
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Others underscored protecting the environment of the site as a cultural responsibility and value, 
i.e., malama the aina, taking care of the land. Nearly all who were interviewed were aware that the 
proposed site had previously been farmed in pineapple for decades. The site was nevertheless 
perceived as a place of cultural importance to be respected and managed with reverence. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the process of a building, and the process of managing, utilizing the plant, you 

need to be aware that you are adjacent to natural areas and that anything you bring in 
internationally…this is an international company, that it's screened for potential 

invasive species. That would be a bio-security plan…preventing establishment of new 
species and before they even get here.  

 

I don't have an issue with the location of that. I don't think there's going to be much 
developed up there. I would be more concerned about any migratory bird patterns or 

issues associated with that. 
 

It actually is a value added to the land, it doesn't take the land. And then if you come 
in with that mentality, then you're going to leave it better than you found it. 

 

Well, for me personally, it's about taking care of the earth, taking care of the aina, and 
really knowing all of the bad effects from pollution and from carbon, from carbon 
dioxide. So personally, I think just helping the earth become a better place. The 

community, I think, feels strongly about that. 
 

 

 

I think the first consideration they need to take into effect is the cultural aspect of what 
that means and what's going on up here…And all this land up in here has cultural 

significance. 
 

The thing would be to consider some type of cultural sensitivity training….because my 
mom cry when people go up and they run over the plants. Because look, they don't 

know any better. Poor thing these plants. When you see people like that, they're like, 
"Wow, mom, it's just plants." "It's not just plants, those are babies up there." 

 

Respect the natural ecosystem, respect the local Hawaiian culture, but also just can 
respect the West Maui ohana and to be a good neighbor. 

 

So I would expect that your workforce would be trained, depending on what your 
surveys show, what's up there, what are the important plants in that space....It will be 
so awesome that before you guys start your workday, all your work is line up, and you 

guys chant e ho mai, something simple, right? Just show that relationship, and you 
don't just go up and scar the land and use it for your own economic benefit, but also 

respect the spirit of that space. 
 

What we're doing is trying to maintain the integrity of [Honokowai Valley] by removing 
the invasive species within that riparian corridor, stabilizing the Hawaiian biocultural 

resources, including the rocks. There's a lot of energy up there in pohaku. If you don't 
treat them right, they'll let you know.  
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The proposed project’s proximity to several gulches prompted many comments regarding drainage 
and runoff potential given the frequent rains and storms in that area. Those more familiar with the 
area expressed concern about water flow during rainy periods and the potential of the 
sediment draining into the proposed Pulelehua residential development or the gulches. Some 
residents wondered about whether the sediment might collect and flow into gulches to reefs along 
the coast. Consulting with the Ridge 2 Reef project was recommended for their perspective on 
appropriate management of sediment in the area and stormwater runoff. Skog Rasmussen were able 
to note that the project team has met with Ridge 2 Reef’s watershed manager, Tova Callender, 
former Maui Pineapple Company manager for the area Wes Nohara, as well as county 
administrators and are looking to their combined guidance as planning continues. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nearly all of those interviewed raised questions about decommissioning of the project and what 
that entailed especially for the panels and batteries. It is widely understood that Maui is filling 
its landfills sooner than projected. Additionally, the panels and the batteries are perceived to have 
components with toxic materials that could or would be harmful to the environment if dumped in 
the landfill.  Skog Rasmussen indicated that the Kahana Solar Project is required to put up a 
decommissioning/restoration bond and plans to reuse, recycle, and remove the equipment from the 
island at end of life. This information tended to allay the concerns expressed.  
 

 
So they wanted water to get out. And they engineered those fields to get those Kona 

storms and all those other rains, like out into the gulch. And the gulches became 
essentially like pipes leading to the ocean. And it took with it a lot of the sediment. 

And a lot of times when they engineered the field, they flattened them out. And some 
of the sediment actually got pushed into the gulches directly. So all the site work that 
you do, it should also retain all soils, not just retain water. …Instead of pushing the 

sediment or the soil over the side to make your land flat, pull that sediment back onto 
the land and smooth it out and distribute it. 

 

That's a lot of water that runs through this area that gully. That's tons of water. So 
again, how the environment flows through these areas and…If they do have their 

roads that they are using, if they can continue to make sure that those roads are safe 
and groomed and that way there's not environment running down from their spot. 

 

 

 

I think it's good that they're getting feedback from the community in general...So the 
whole land that it's going to be on, they know culturally there's no graveyards? 

 

When I realized that these cultural spaces aren't just remnant structures, they are a 
foundation for students to learn who they are, and where they can go. If we don't 

know who we are as people, we become lost. We are always searching on where you 
want to go, but if they can call this home, and understand the importance of nature 
and working with nature in any kind of culture, wherever they are in the world, then 

they can do wonderful things. 
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The fire-prone conditions of West Maui, not surprisingly, prompted many comments and 
questions about the project’s plans for dealing with it.  The multiple fires in the past three years are 
constant reminders of the vulnerability of neighborhoods, schools, and businesses. One blaze 
scorched 4,100 acres across the Pali; another caused damage to or loss of seven family homes in 
Lahaina. Residents have come to expect hours long disruptions in travel to and from the West side 
and upheavals in daily life with it.  As one resident recalled after one of the major fires, “The amount 
of food that was thrown away was phenomenal. Freezers full of food, all over town.”   
 
In addition to those in West Maui, residents associated fires with the batteries of the wind farm in 
Kahuku on Oahu. Skog Rasmussen noted that the developer shared the concern about fire and 
taking precautions to protect their assets and investment as well as the safety of the community. 
Concerns were shared about fire fighters and other emergency crew who have to work in high 
voltage areas to defend against fires. Toward that end, those who raised concerns about fire were 
informed that the project is working with the Maui County Fire Department to determine acceptable 
solutions.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I'm very worried about all these panels and everything, going into our landfill, so 
anything that would be recyclable or there's rules that they're going to be hauled off 

island when they're done...The infrastructure's huge and we're on an island. 
 

[The] West Maui mountains are so beautiful…We don't want to destroy that.…Just 
like any of the large projects, sometimes they're great for the community but if it's not 

properly implemented, there could be other issues for us to deal with. We need to 
make sure and have precautions if they, you know, go bankrupt and leave the project 
and it's not complete and we have all these solar panels hanging and it's going to stay 

there for years until a new one comes and finishes it. So, we should have good 
backup plans to ensure that won't happen. 

 

 
There is the fire danger, especially now with everything so dry. Maybe you can 
protect the site stuff but the transmission lines and so forth could be impacted. 

 

It’s really dry and hot up there. 
 

Before, the land was being maintained and controlled by the production of the crops 
using sugar cane and pineapple. But now, it’s just the wild west up there. There’s no 
maintenance so everything’s overgrown…There are all kinds of stolen cars dropped 

off there in the hills, the land is not being utilized. We’ve got a big, huge fire hazard all 
the time. We almost had the community burn down a year ago. 

 

I don't know what they have for fire prevention, because we just had a fire up there. 
 

Whenever you see a fire start here because of electrical, there's always going to be a 
number of people that probably saw it start by a blue flash or some kind of an arc, 

because it's really bright. Even in mid-day, you can see it. I've seen it. I've seen the 
one that started up here it was a big blue arc and an hour later there's a big fire 

reported. 
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VIEWS AND THE INFLUENCE OF THE KUIA SOLAR PROJECT 
 
Every interview touched on views of the proposed installation.  Comments ranged from 
recognizing the economic value to residents and the environmental benefit of moving away from 
fossil fuel to uncertainty about trading off the pristine mountain landscape. Given the over one-mile 
distance and elevation from any residential development, view concerns about the installation 
concerns were more focused on how it might affect views from afar including the ocean. Mitigation 
measures were offered that residents thought would allow the project to “blend” into its 
surroundings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I never expected fire to be a hazard here when I bought my home.  But as you well 

know, we haven’t had any rain here in almost a year. 
 

You need to have a fire prevention plan. And that goes for potential sources during a 
fire during operations, sources due to infrastructure, and sources due to transmission. 
Operations [should] have enough water and fire suppression stuff to put stuff out and 

defend your space. You're in a remote area and you're going to need roads large 
enough to get off like Maui County tanker trucks up there. 

 

The only thing I heard one fellow that's been on the board for almost 20 years now, 
he said, I would much rather see something like this up there than have this open 

land that's a fire hazard every year. 

 
Well, I think, there's a lot of low-lying areas there. It's flat so it's not going to be quite 
an eyesore. I think that's the thing, is finding a happy medium where you're going to 
get optimum energy production and not being such an eyesore in the surrounding 

aesthetics of the area…It's what draws people to our islands. It's what keeps people 
here on our islands. 

 

There's nothing up there. And you can't really see it from the road all that much. Yes, 
you would see it from the ocean, and you would see it from a plane. But I think that's 
the way the world is going…But I would have no objection to it at this point, assuming 

that it benefits everybody. 
 

My biggest concerns are where it's placed. Because I think that's going to really 
destroy the pastoral ambience of that whole area with this massive solar farm going 
up the hillside. I'm not convinced that it's not going to be pretty visible. It's obviously 

going to be visible to any visitors coming into the airport. 
 

I think it's acceptable if it's not visible from the surrounding community. I think you 
have to look at not only people that are there now but the people that are going to be 

there. 
 

I feel that the scenic qualities outweigh the convenience to transmission lines. I hate 
to see something like this, this huge in this area that will irrevocably change the whole 

look of that whole country area there, because it is huge. 
 

They should prevent the field of panels from being seen…It will make a huge 
difference. They should just put trees on all sides there. It’ll be fine.  
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The Kuia Solar project in Lahaina town dominated initial reactions to the Kahana Solar 
Project.  “Ugly,” “hideous,” and “eyesore” were frequently used to describe the Kuia Solar project 
installed next to Lahainaluna High School.  It set the bar against which plans for the Kahana Solar 
Project were weighed and evaluated.  Objections centered on the conspicuous view of it on the 
slope of an iconic part of town, i.e., below the “L” symbolic of the historic high school—even from 
those who expressed support for the Kahana Solar Project.  Numerous comments remarked on the 
lack of, the perceived lack of, or the very limited opportunity for the community to learn about it or 
provide input into it.  Indeed, for many, it seemed as though the project just appeared.   
 
These observations on Kuia Solar allowed Skog Rasmussen to share specific information about 
Kahana Solar’s plans related to its location, to the flatter terrain on previously pineapple farmlands, 
to its significant distance from homes, and to early renderings of the layout.  Uncertainty about the 
visual impact of the project’s size remains. Several recommended landscaping around the site to 
enhance the area and mitigate the view of panels. Nearly all interviewed appreciated the extent of the 
outreach the Kahana Solar Project was conducting to gather specific insights, to hear concerns, and  
learn about potential mitigation and design considerations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We're on a small island. We've got to protect our resources. Some of our resources 
are the views. We enjoy the views; we don't enjoy looking at solar panels. We like 
looking at rainbows at the ocean, sunsets and all that. Just looking at it from a real 

estate standpoint, if you say, "Wow, you've got a great view of the solar panels up the 
hill." You're not selling that as a quality of-life item. 

 

You don't want to be sitting on the ocean looking back and going, ‘That ruins the view 
of the mountain.’ It should just blend. 

 

And the other thing is, when you're out at sea, and you're looking at Maui, I mean, 
we've got postcards of West Maui. Now, we got postcards of West Maui with solar 

panels on the mountains. 
 

But I always thought, for solar, I don't think anybody is against it, per se. They're all in 
favor of getting away from fossil fuels. Everybody gets that. The main thing is, try to 
make it aesthetically, as much as possible, pleasing, so that people from the public 

areas, from the highway, and other areas like that, essentially, don't see it. 

 
We're always talking about the one by Lahainaluna. It’s just very obvious, there's 

nothing hiding it. 
 

There used to be a path right there [to the "L"] and now that's blocked. So, you have 
to find a different way to access it... It didn't block it completely. It blocked the 

 main path. 
 

They built a solar farm right next to Lahainaluna High School…never asked about the 
aesthetics of the whole thing. The way it is now we're used to it. But you focus on it 

because that's the first thing you look at...[The public meeting] wasn't very well 
advertised because we…would have definitely showed up…to offer some community 

input and it may have all been positive. 
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HOPE AND SKEPTICISM ON ELECTRICITY COST REDUCTIONS 
 
With few exceptions, the current cost of electricity bills and managing those costs filtered 
through all of the interviews.  Sensitivity was likely heightened by the unemployment, resulting 
financial impact, and uncertainties of recovery brought on by the pandemic.  
 
Those interviewed generally hoped that renewable projects like Kahana Solar Project would reduce 
electricity costs to consumers. Given the high cost of monthly living expenses augmented by the 
some of the highest cost of homes and rentals in Maui, the reduction in electricity bills, if realized, 
would bring some welcome relief.  In the trade-off statement that residents were asked to complete 
(“I would support large solar projects like Kahana Solar on Maui if _____.”), the requisite of 
reducing electricity costs for residents threaded through numerous responses. 
 
Skog Rasmussen touched on the project’s power purchase agreement with Maui Electric and 
indicated that the project will provide energy at a lower cost than the current fossil fuel generation. 
Residents were also informed that the Kahana Solar Project will help replace the energy generation  
 

 
Again, I hate to say it, but looking at the project, which is such an eyesore, it's a great 

benefit to the community power-wise, but still when you're looking at that, it's not a 
pleasant site to look at. 

 

We look at that, we say, "What the hell is this?" Just put trees up there. 
 

I'm all for renewable energies, but having seen what's up in Kuia, it hurts me. It's very 
painful to see that every day I'm out in the ocean to see that solar farm that didn't go 

through this process. 
 

Nobody had input into it. Even the architects that I talked to, they go, "Wow, they 
should have picked another location for that, because that's such a prominent area. 

Everybody is looking at the “L.” 
 

I'm currently very concerned and as is all of our West Maui community about the solar 
panels that have gone up next to Lahainaluna because they are so visually 

obtrusive.…There was a contract that the solar company [for the Kuia Solar project] 
had with the electric company that had to be honored, and that it required a couple 

hundred thousand dollars that needed to be paid whether they are hooked up or not. 
That cost was going to be passed onto the consumer, so that was unfortunate. 

 

I was invited to the Kuia project when they did a community thing, but their community 
thing was actually done after their permits were already in place…They swore up and 
down that their project would not be visually invasive or whatever you want to call it, 

and that just simply wasn't true…It’s a scar on the hillside, for sure. 
 

I would be all for it, especially being that the only objection I had to the one in [in 
Lahaina] was where it was located, it hits you in the face. And that bothered me 

because it's below the “L.” 
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lost by the utility’s planned retirement of the Kahului Power Plant in 2024.  Many were particularly 
encouraged to hear that the energy generated by the solar project would be sold to the utility at a 
fixed price for 25 years, with no price escalators in the agreement.   
 
Some are optimistic about achieving the goal of lowering their electricity costs.  Uncertainty and, in 
some cases, distrust, however, prevail on whether savings that the utility realizes are going to trickle 
down to the ratepayers. Many recalled assurances of lower prices from prior utility-scale projects, 
such as Kaheawa—that “windfarm in Maalaea”—that did not come to fruition.  Some claimed that 
their bills have in fact increased.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
We're a small island. We need to look out for each other, whether it's a pandemic or 
climate change or whatever it might be. And is it fair for you to deny your neighbor 
who might not be in the same position economically as you are? Is it fair for you to 

deny them the same benefit that you currently enjoy by having your own? And these 
tax benefits on solar are being phased out, federal tax benefits, and probably the 

state as well, eventually. So, we need stuff like this. Which is why I said I'm absolutely 
in favor of these projects. 

 

I'm sorry. When you talk about the windmills. I didn't see any impact when you talk 
about electrical bills and all that. I just see no impact... 

The bill keeps going up. 
 

In my conversation with [a utility representative], solar and wind and renewable 
energies are not going to lower costs. The advantage is that we're not using fossil 

fuels, but it's not going to lower our electric bill. 
 

From a private business perspective...you know, anything to help the people that are 
trying to make a living out here and exist is beneficial. So, anytime you can reduce 

the cost of these high-cost items, for example, electricity. That's just going to benefit 
the community. 

 

What I'm trying to say is that we reduce cost of fossil fuels, but we shouldn't go into a 
higher cost of something else. There's a trade-off, but the trade-off can't be unlimited 

price, raising the price. 
 

Because I'm going to tell you this, I was at all the meetings about the windmills on 
Molokai, and the one up here on the Pali. And everybody said [electricity cost would] 

go down. But it nevah go down. So how is it going to benefit us? 
 

My feeling about the typical homeowner is that they don't know what's going on. They 
don't see that...your [project’s] nine cents is really something to brag about. But the 

thing is that MECO keeps raising the rate. MECO's the one that is putting out the bills, 
not your company. 

 

I do not use my dryer at all. I don't know why I have one. So, all my laundry is air 
dried. 

 

I know people will be like, Well, I want to be able to see a difference in my electric bill, 
my personal bills. This is not rocket science. 
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If they put it in a contract, it's going to bring down our bills at one certain rate, maybe. 
Until then, I would rather see a house built, and then we figure out the energy. Then 
we figure out electricity after that…Because if you got a few houses built for locals 

then we no need move. 
 

It's really expensive. I mean, and it's mostly because it's so hot on the West side that 
if you can afford to run an AC you do. But most people are so poor that you can't, so 

a lot of people are just sweating it out. So, it would be good to at least to definitely 
highlight that you folks understand that. Because, yeah, it's a great place to live, and 
the weather is great. But at certain times of the day, and certain times of the year, it's 

hellish. 
 

But I know that the rates may not have gone up as readily as they did in the past, but 
I haven't seen any savings. And I think what I tend to hear from the utility is, well, 
we're putting those savings back into the infrastructure, which is still needed to be 
there to maintain it. But all I see is expansion of the grid to new markets, like new 

developments and things. 
 

I don't ever trust that because it doesn't seem like anything reduces people's bills. It 
might maintain our bills, but even when they say that's the goal, profit is usually  

the goal. 
My electric bill is $1200 per month. We run our AC because Lahaina is so hot. 

 

Yeah, because when they put up the windmills of up Maalaea, like three years later, 
the [electricity bills] went up 4%. It's like, What the heck? 

 

[The Kahana Solar Project] is like a PPA for everybody....It's a power purchase 
agreement that everybody benefits from. 

 

Oftentimes clean energy projects are built as a way to lower costs, but in the end they 
sometimes don't. If the costs to the company are lower, but the costs to the consumer 

aren't, then it's just the company making big bucks 
 off the consumer. 

 

I don't know what the megawatt output is on this big one on the hillside here. That sort 
of doesn't look that nice. I don't know what the output is, but when you read in the 

paper that they overproduced, and the taxpayers are getting hit with the bill because 
of the deal that was cut, that's not a good situation. 

 

…especially being on an island, it's important because of just looking at bringing 
diesel in and the costs of that and how the supply chain could be disrupted. And then 
all of a sudden, we don't have diesel to give us power. I think it's more important for 

us to reach those [2045] goals and a lot of energy should be put towards making sure 
we do reach it. Because it would also provide us with stable energy and power but at 
a stable price, as well. We pay for some of the highest power in the nation. I think if 

it'll directly impact people's pockets, that'd be great. 
 

So, definitely, one thing is I do look at my power bill. I always look and I'm always 
thinking of what's happened this month? And what happened that month? Because it 
does affect me directly and in the pocketbook as well. But at the same time, I do care 

about the environment very much. 
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EARNING THE COMMUNITY’S TRUST  
 
While some residents indicated preference for these projects to be led by local companies and 
people, most understood that Hawaii (and Maui) needed the financial and technical strength 
of out-of-state developers who brought demonstrated expertise in these types of projects. It is 
hoped that in exchange the company provides opportunities wherever feasible for enabling and 
broadening career and professional development in their local hires.  
 
West Maui has been a locus for major developments such as hotels, condominiums, and housing 
subdivisions. Many interviewed had multiple experiences and interactions with development teams 
over the decades of the region’s evolution.  These ranged from well-intentioned ones who delivered 
on requirements to those who squandered the trust and did not fulfill promised resident benefits. 
Given these mixed outcomes, those interviewed stressed the importance of Innergex developing 
a positive, trusted relationship with the West Maui community and of sustaining that trust for 
achieving success over the project’s lifetime.  
 
Statements indicated that residents wanted a sense of a partnership with the developer and did not 
want to feel exploited. Participating in meaningful ways in the life and legacy of the community, 
versus just “going through the motions” of engagement, would be evidence of sincerity in wanting 
to be a good, caring neighbor.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

If these companies are more experienced and more efficient versus hiring somebody 
here that's got to start from scratch and make all the mistakes to get to their level, I 

don't mind an outside company coming in, for efficiency. I just want to make sure that 
they be very transparent with the community, because they're going to have to earn 

everybody's trust and faith. And if they're transparent and honest, then the community 
will love them and accept them. But if they say one thing, they talk again on the two 

sides of their mouth, they will quickly lose the community support. 
 

We don't want to be the test pilot for any type of project because we know that those 
fail because again, they don't have the experience. I'm okay with that. 

 

We cannot survive as a state or as an island without extra help. 
 

. In my associations with corporations and meetings, it's like, well, I checked off that 
box at my community meeting. Now we'll go ahead and do what we were planning to 

do anyway. 
 

I think investment coming from anywhere is a good, coming into Hawaii. I think people 
that invest in Hawaii should invest in the community, as well as extracting whatever 

wealth they can from whatever they do. 
 

I'd love it if it was homegrown companies. But I don't think we're there yet, for there to 
be companies out here that are putting together projects like this. My issue is…for far 
too long, companies have looked at Hawaii in general as an extractive model. Extract 

what you need, and then not replenish or give back and then leave. After 25 years, that 
project's gone, it's obsolete, we're done, we're out of here. So, during those 25 years, it 
really has to make sense and benefit the community in a different way, not just benefit 

the initiative of getting to that 2045 goal. 
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If they bring expertise that's not available here, then that's perfectly fine. That's point 
number one. If they come in with humility and respect for the values that you 

mentioned, I think that's a good thing. If they come in very boisterous and [saying] we 
know best, that's not going to work. 

 

We also have to realize that we don't have all the knowledge and information and the 
financial resources here. You do have to rely on outsiders….You need to make sure 

they're reputable, serious people who are committed and concerned about you as well. 
And not just rapacious, greedy people who want to just take everything themselves 

and the hell with you. 
 

I guess as a takeaway, [is the developer] taking advantage of the situation or are they 
a true partnership? 

 

Everyone's always so skeptical about outside groups coming in. What are their 
intentions, what are they going to do? I think if they really show that solar or renewable 

energy sources are a lot better and that it benefits the community in lots of different 
ways, that will also help get more support. 

 

I would prefer to actually see local companies get more of the benefit from it. I 
understand using national companies because they have a track record. They also 

have experience and the finances to do the projects. But just like with everything, it'd 
be nice if we had more local engagement. 

 

It's a big part of Hawaii. You can have the money, you can do whatever you want, but 
you'll be hated. You can do it the right way, not exploit…gain the trust and respect of 

the people and they’d be behind you. 
 

But at the same time, people want to know who's behind it. On some level people 
would like to know that, meet the people, and ask them questions directly and just get 
a good feel for them, hear from them that they are concerned, not just going through 
the motion of…community engagement…That's the message people need to hear. 

This is not some remote, uncaring, third party. 
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CONDUCTING OUTREACH, BUILDING AWARENESS 
 
When asked for about the best ways to reach and communicate with residents in West Maui 
about the project, those interviewed provided an array of suggestions on forms, frequency, and 
messaging. Interviews and meetings with individuals and groups as well as multiple Open Houses 
for broader audiences were strongly recommended—and appreciated—with emphasis placed on 
using those occasions for listening.  
 
Opportunities for interactions should be ongoing as the planning moves forward so the community 
feels informed and engaged. Many felt that e-newsletters would be effective and that many West 
Maui residents relied on Lahaina News for updates on the West side current events. Social media was 
suggested but also recognized more as a vehicle for disseminating announcements. Some felt that 
opposition was to be expected on any proposal of this magnitude, but that proactive engagement 
and continued dissemination of accurate updates were important remedies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I think that a lot of people don't know maybe about what these large-scale projects are 
all about. I think taking the time to very methodically explain what the projects all 

about, what benefits it's going to deliver, what the schedule is for getting it done, how 
they're going to listen to the community, explaining all of these things, what types of 
projects they've done in the past, and how they have worked with the community or 

deal with projections. I think just explaining that to people will be the right way to start. 
 

So, that's what you have to lay out, "How is this going to improve my life?" …The 
story's got to be, this is how we're making Hawaii more sustainable, more independent. 

 

There is always going to be a faction that's going to be against you, but I think if people 
are aware of what this is all about, [they’ll] think it's great. Continually over and over 
and again, just keep on getting the narrative out there because the one thing that 

people don't like is to be caught off guard...[and] have one clandestine meeting that 
nobody knows about. 

 

Number one is, I think, having at least six community meetings, not one, but at least 
six or seven….that would be good because a lot of stuff slips through  

the crack. 
 

I think getting ahead of, and educating the community is going to be really,  
really important. 

 

If [Kahana Solar] is having meetings like this, this is great. I knew a lot of companies 
that would come to the State of Hawaii with their philosophy, their agenda, their 

individualistic goals, and every single one of those within a very short period of time is 
gone. You have to immediately understand the culture and the community and the 

voice and be a positive presence. 
 

I think e-newsletters can be really useful if it's once a month. 

Get students involved.  Their voices will permeate in their homes. 
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ENDORSEMENTS AND CAUTIONS  
 
The interviews uncovered significant early support of the Kahana Solar Project. With few 
exceptions, however, the support came with conditions primarily centered on the assumption that 
the project will help deliver more affordable electricity prices, will not harm the environment, and 
will give back to the community “perpetually.” These sentiments were pointed and most explicitly 
reflected in the responses to their completing the statement, I would support projects like Kahana 
Solar Project on Maui if _____.   
 
The most passionate comments came from some who voiced concerns about using land that could 
be used for much-needed affordable housing and from others who could not fathom anyone 
opposing the project or its location under any circumstances. Most, however, felt this was an 
opportunity West Maui must pursue to take advantage of the solar resource to sustainably assist with 
the economic well-being of its residents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I would say Facebook, but also press releases online. I've noticed a lot of civically 
engaged people follow things on Facebook, and I think that's partly because other 

people post it. But press releases to like Maui Now or Maui Watch because those are 
read by everybody instead of just people who  

have a subscription. 
 

If they don't extend a hand to the community, there's already a built-in resistance in the 
community of activism that is going to oppose new technology unless they're  

brought along. 
 

We think our job is just to say “no.” And I remember one pastor saying one time...as 
parents, we have to try to find a reason to say “yes,” because you can't just keep 

shutting things down all the time. Because the kids will just go, I can't ask anymore 
because they know what the answer is going to be before. That's the same thing that 
should happen here too. Do developers always have to be met with a “no” first?...and 

then, “By the way, what did you want to do?” 

 
Well, of course I'm going to support it. I see the benefit out of it. And of course, if you 
would make a bike park incorporate into it to get more diverse types of recreational 

activities over here and then take away from the illicit stuff that's going on throughout 
the properties. 

 

I feel that we don't have to be at the mercy of what the company wants. It's what  
Maui wants. 

 

I'm still having a hard time imagining people arguing against it. If I found that there was 
going to be some sort of meeting where a bunch of cranks were going to come down 

and argue against it, I would go and show up and argue for it. 
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If we need a solar farm above where I live, so be it. I'm going to advocate towards the 

aesthetics but as far as the project goes, I think it's a plus, plus. 
 

Good luck, and I hope this comes to fruition. 
 

Yeah, I would support the project…even just hearing, solar project, that's 
already...because like I said, I know how good solar is compared ... mean, when I 
came off of solar and came over here, had to pay electric, that was very new for 

me…because I paid electric in college in Oregon, but it was like nothing….It's kind of 
necessary for everyone to have solar really, here. 

 

I'd much rather see a housing development up there, personally, at least it is 
landscaped. 

 

One of the other board members, we were talking about it. And his comment kind of 
short and sweet said, “Well it's not going to bother Kahana Ridge, so I don't need to 

worry about it.” 
 

Support? Sure, sure, absolutely I think everybody would be. Again, I think the main 
thing is open line of communication. Let people know what's going on and don't ever 

try to give the impression that you're trying to back door somebody with these projects. 
 

I really dislike the one so much up behind Lahainaluna. There would have to be more 
to it than just a giant solar farm. And I feel that way actually in every solar project, it 

should have something more than just solar panels. 
 

I’m so excited that companies like you guys are taking a step forward in making the 
island of Maui self-sustainable and being a prime example for others to look at. 

 

Solar, we think it's great. And I have a feeling most of the people up at Kahana Ridge 
will too. The people I know, I think will go for it. They're a small percentage of the 

people there but certainly, the ones I do know, I think they'll go for it. And if you have 
this larger meeting, definitely you'll have supporters. 

 

The concept's amazing. The concept's great. You put in some glass and all of a 
sudden, you get power from the sun. I mean, how can you not love that? 

 

I’m supportive of it conceptually, but I’m not being given a choice either. This is the 
process in which we make the candidate as best as they can be…The one thing that 
occurs to me is that the other choices might have been better…but I’m hopeful and 

receptive and I want a greener energy future. 
 

[The project is] a natural and I think we should pursue it and go this route. I don't know 
of anything better. 

 

The $600 [for my monthly electricity bill] is a drop in the bucket compared to one 
lifetime of 45 years of staring at something that hurts inside. 

 

It’s a direction we need to go, right? As we are all well aware, we’re one of the highest 
costs of living in the country and so there’s always that concern that something we do 

will make that hardship more of a hardship on our community, the working  
people here. 
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I do support [the project] very, very much so. So. it's not like I need convincing on that. 
I am using this meeting as more of a way to ask, if you're going to be taking this area 
away from the mountain biker community, what is there that you can then give back? 

 

These are the kinds of projects that we need to be moving towards. These are the 
kinds of things that we need to be doing to help sustain Hawaii. We're heading in the 

right direction. We can lead the way. And Maui has a chance, to lead the way. We 
have the resources, we have the environment, we just have to have people come in 

and do it the right way, which is so crucial. So, set it up so it's sustainable for a 
hundred years, not for ten years, not for 25 years. 
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TRADE-OFF PERSPECTIVES 

These are the responses to two of the statements that those who were interviewed were asked to 
complete.  The statements are intended to gain insight into what conditions, if any, the individual 
would be acceptable trade-offs to the proposed project.  
 

 
It’s important for Maui to reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuel, but that should 

not come at the cost of _________? 
Response: 

…taking over our resources. Just what I said, being sensitive to the people who live here. 

…poisoning our natural resources. 

…taxpayers, residential consumers. For the initial startup cost in projects, because it usually gets passed 
down somehow, somebody else, to pay these costs. 

…taxes. Rather, it should be amongst everybody, maybe look at doing another tax, an energy tax on top, 
or raise our general excise tax. 

…just in general, the Hawaiian citizens. 

…any costs to residents and also any visual impairment over the mountains. 

…the environmental impact, where we have to sacrifice so much of our fragile island to do so. 

…destroying land/air pollution. 

…to the consumer or a natural environment. 

…the public. What I'm trying to say is that we reduce cost of fossil fuels, but we shouldn't go into a higher 
cost of something else. So, the public shouldn't be charged with that ultra change, to the big change that 

needs to happen. 

…the environment and the community members. 

… paths and trails, and community access that that company would sponsor and own police for safety. I 
know they have a major asset way up there. They're not going to want anybody going into it. But if they're 
able to create alternatives like, hey, I know we're taking this away from you, but we will work with you and 

your local mountain biking community. 

… of Maui. 

…costing more for people who can't afford it. 

…defacing our natural beauty. There's areas that we can get this done…without selling our souls. 

…paying more in the end. 

…destroying land or pollution 
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It’s important for Maui to reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuel, but that should 
not come at the cost of _________? 

Response: 

…impacting, adversely, taxpayers. Right? There should not be a penalty to the taxpayers, to do that. 

…poisoning our natural resources. Project must not contribute or add toxic waste or refuse. 

…the Hawaiian citizens 

…taxpayers, residential consumers for project investments and build costs 

…visual impairment of the mountains, inconvenience to residents 

…consumption of our natural environment 

…spread the expense amongst all residents, businesses, visitors, and outside businesses 

…the environment, culture, beauty, and access to the outdoors 

…of the environment 

…increased cost of living for those who can’t afford it 

…community needs [which is] tied into cultural resources too 

… where everybody cares for each other.…Whoever the company is that's doing it, it's not for their own 
betterment or advancement kind of thing. It's a community thing. 

…[being] fair…if we just strike a balance between fair rate paying and allowing the community to actually 
reap the rewards of the efficiencies as well, to reduce costs as opposed, and then making sure that the 

company gets its fair share, but not all of it. 

…our local citizens 

…I don’t think I can complete that sentence. It should be done at any cost 

…to protecting our resources including our views. 

…the price being too high 

…usable land for housing 

…inflating rates to Maui residents 

…a major ecological impact 

…aesthetics 

…anything 

…people 
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It’s important for Maui to reduce its dependence on imported fossil fuel, but that should 
not come at the cost of _________? 

Response: 

…the structure of the land or to take away common or popular areas where locals and even tourists 
would enjoy.  Overall, it shouldn’t cost the beauty of the land. 

…loss of land, the beauty of it, [Hawaii] job loss, removal of the environment. 

…trading in a chunk of land for large uses or portions of solar panels, especially if there will be future 
projects that are like this. 

…values, the people, the environment, the culture.  They should use the land in a positive way. 

…the people and the community shouldering the cost. 
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I would support large solar projects like Kahana Solar on Maui if _______________. 

Response: 

…it was a true benefit for the people who live here and good for the island. 

…it had a positive impact on the cost to the consumer. All cultural, ecological studies or surveys is done, 
and if they were done and improved. 

…it forced the electric company to bring down their bill. If there's nothing that's forcing them, they could 
be buying it cheaper, but they could still charge the same. 

…it forced the electric company to bring down their bill. If there's nothing that's forcing them, they could 
be buying it cheaper, but they could still charge the same. 

…if you match the solar with something pretty, so when you looked at it, you're like, "Wow!" And you, 
being a plant person, could probably go out with somebody and then you're proud of it, because not only 

are we conserving energy, but look how pretty that is. 

…I hear about them.  I’m giving you an extremist position here.  We shouldn’t even waste time, we 
should just do it. 

…[we were] just…more informed, because the news they get is word of mouth, and not all news that is 
out there reaches their ears, or even doors. So, if somehow all of us in West Maui, or even all of Maui 

were told about the project. …But I never knew who was doing [the windmills], what it was going to 
provide. 

…all perspectives were taken into consideration and it does not industrialize Maui 

…it's not an eyesore. It needs to help everybody on the West side. I don't know the population, but 
what's 11,000 people that it's supposed to reach out to? And what is the threshold that it's going to be... 

…there's a guarantee of cost savings, an absolute guarantee. And that you're not obligated to use that 
particular source of power if you don't want to. That you can do whatever you want to do and not be 

bound by it. And then you can use whatever other energy alternative you want, in the residential area. 

…it will benefit the residents and the tourist population in combination with all the business entities.  
Because I recognize that it's beneficial as far as clean energy and so on and so forth. But how [does] it 

help the community, lifestyle, and cost of living here. 

…it helps lessen our dependency on outside energy, saves money for our community, and the company 
invests back into the community. So, it isn't just taking the money and running, but it's a part of the 

community and invest in the community. 

…if it deals with energy and it deals with giving back to the community, I think we've almost gone even 
segueing into this, but yes, creating environmentally friendly energy conservation for me it would be 

paths and trails, and community access that that company would sponsor and own police for safety. … I 
know they have a major asset way up there. They're not going to want anybody going into it. But if they're 
able to create alternatives like, hey, I know we're taking this away from you, but we will work with you and 

your local mountain biking community. 

…the developer would be open to supporting other important projects around that solar project. 
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I would support large solar projects like Kahana Solar on Maui if _______________. 

Response: 

…the community they're putting it in is okay with it. 

…the benefit outweighs the cost, with regard to aesthetic beauty, as well as benefit to the community. 

…the utility actually used their margins to bury their lines…if the giveback to the community was equal to 
the take. 

…they did their best to address the adverse impacts that come with the project visually as well as 
environmentally. 

…they are in concert with the values and needs and economics of the community. 

…they kept the surrounding land, one mile in every direction, well-watered landscaped, possibly a park, 
promise a reduction in cost, no trucks on highway, build your own road 

…it’s not an eyesore…it helps everyone on the West Side 

…it truly benefits the community and the environment. Does not tap into precious resource of water, or 
pollute the environment. 

…it was to force the electric company to lower prices, and it was as pretty as sunflower plants 

…we were provided with information related to the project, who the project leaders are, what is involved 
in building the project, how long, and goals. 

…there is a guarantee of cost savings to the residential consumer, and if consumers are not obligated to 
use the energy if there are other alternatives. 

…they had other benefits to offer the community or placed in an area that was already degraded…or 
developed 

…they were financially beneficial to the consumers and they don’t hurt our environment 

…they have a positive impact on Maui at all levels 

…it supports community equity 

…all the parameters are met, like the community and all the different studies showing…that there would 
be minimal effect on things like the drainage, on the reefs and all of that… 

…if in particular we truly reach our energy independence and sustainability goals…but at the same time 
have to take local culture and ethics into account 

…there is no added cost to our local people who are already hurting financially 

…there was no economic impact on working families and if there was no visual blight or adverse effect 
on the environment. I don’t see that coming from this type of project but just want to make sure. 

…it were in the right location and if they give back to the community 

…the entire environmental impact is considered and accounted for, in other words, the disposal issue 
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I would support large solar projects like Kahana Solar on Maui if _______________. 

Response: 

…I have a good enough understanding if it makes sense for the people of Maui and specifically West 
Maui, that they will be protected in all this, that there will be a way it works for everybody, not just the 

second homeowners of Kapalua 

…we could see that the benefits of this project goes back into the community. Number one, by keeping 
the rates low for the 25-year duration.  Number two, creating a scholarship program for the community.  

Number three, is not creating just low-level jobs but high-level jobs for the community 

…didn’t have a significant impact on the aesthetics of West Maui 

…the majority of people agreed and are motivated to move forward on renewable energy 

…all perspectives were taken into consideration and it does not industrialize Maui 

...I continue to learn more about them and the pros and cons, the benefits, the impacts overall. 

…electricity prices [are] reasonable, abide by the contract, support local by offering jobs, share manaʻo 
(knowledge) with local electric [company] and community about the project. 

...they put it at areas where it wouldnʻt obstruct or interfere with peopleʻs lives or with the native species 
living in that area.  Also show proof or evidence that it will help the island and support the people. 

...itʻs going to bring prices down and it benefits low to middle income people. 

more people were aware of it.  Not everyone will have the same opinion but that’s all part of 
industrializing.  Have to give up some things to produce hopefully new and better things. 
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BENEFITTING THE COMMUNITY 
  

As planned during the interview process, Skog Rasmussen gathered perspectives, priorities, or 
insights on recipients that Innergex could consider for in-kind support or funding as part of their 
further investment in the well-being of the community.  The conversation yielded guidance on the 
spirit of giving back and the integrity of the contributions. The longstanding West Maui 
community—many who were interviewed among them—has lived through countless offers, 
negotiations, and commitments from developments in the past.  Some have come to fruition, others 
that have not. A few who were interviewed advised sensitivity to the economic upheaval caused by 
COVID as residents and operations are struggling to address basic needs.  Others were uncertain 
that any community benefit will truly compensate for the perceived “loss” of the 200-plus acres to 
panels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The feedback from interviews produced a rich list of thoughtful recommendations for the 
project’s consideration and remarkable consistency related to some of the themes which are 
captured below.  Many suggestions were borne out of personal experiences of those interviewed 
with the leadership of organizations or projects and their trustworthiness in delivering solid 
outcomes beneficial to the community. 

 
If they could find ways to give back to the community. Have like, a scholarship 

program, and internships, I think is really key so that we can keep our families here, we 
can keep our kids here. Having those kinds of opportunities and not just low-level jobs, 

but in the professional series. Then we're truly becoming sustainable in our own 
community. And I think being a role model and actually doing that and showing that is 

really important. 
 

The opportunity is huge to reach out to the community because the pain is there....The 
small things that can be done are going to be magnified large and without the strings 
means that it stands on its own. Be caught doing good….But at the same time, it has 

to be sincere. 
 

If you come here, plan on serving the community, because otherwise you won't make 
it, because there are people too hip to you. They don't want somebody else to come in 
and do well off of them. They want people to come in and to give their time talents and 

treasures to this community… 
 

So, I'm just kind of looking in the future, going, Okay, well, we're going to have a 200-
acre solar farm, and while the benefits are significant, and I'm sure it's a wonderful 

thing, and I'm all about solar energy, it's still the West Maui community that deals with 
looking at it, or whatever potential problems that there may be. And so, my goal, and 
my primary attention is on, what does our community benefit from having something 

like that in the community? 
 

If, like I said, if we could see that the benefits of this project goes back into the 
community, number one, by keeping the rates low for the 25-year duration, number 

two, creating a scholarship program for that community. Number three is creating not 
just low-level jobs, but high-level jobs for the community. 

 

 



 

 
34 

 
Investing in West Maui’s future capacity, i.e., students of all ages resounded throughout 
numerous interviews.  Lahaina’s history of having the oldest school “west of the Rockies” in 
Lahainaluna High School is spoken with deep pride.  Several of those interviewed were graduates of 
Lahainaluna and conveyed their continuing emotional ties to it.  As one resident aptly stated, “the 
school is the community, and the community is the school.” The passion for the Lahainaluna and its 
students spills into wanting to enrich learning for all of “our kids” in West Maui and all the schools, 
public or private. Many saw the new technology represented by renewable energy and the Kahana 
Solar Project specifically as an opportunity to inspire students about what could be in store for 
them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
In West Maui, it's about the schools....It's about Lahainaluna, it's about Lahaina 

Intermediate School and that this community is centered around the schools. It's about 
the Sacred Hearts Bazaar that everybody on West Maui goes to every year. So much 

of the major community events are centered around the school. 
 

I mean I always want things that support our local public schools, that's always 
something if they could... But it's fun projects that lets them know more about 

renewable energy and economic development through renewable energy, some sort of 
project that kids and the community can learn about. 

 

If there's a way for them to work out some sort of project for those students to dig into. 
They're bright, bright students. What they're really lacking is an idea to work on that 

would be big enough for them and yet small enough for them. 
 

Programs for the schools, at the high school level, the schools are strapped for money. 
They're scrambling to get grants and things like that. I think being able to establish a 

fund that would be used for grants for specific projects...Students could apply for it, or 
teachers could apply for it. 

 

Some of the most expensive real estate is here, but they put very little money into that 
school. With all the money that's made here in Lahaina, I really wish they would give 

back to our educating system in Lahaina, because they’re making a lot of money off of 
this place. And that's what I'm trying to say. It's finding ways to truly give back to  

our community. 
 

What would be great is if there was an educational aspect to this with our school kids 
and so forth. As we know, kids are sponges. It'd be great if they come home from 

school excited and tell their parents about it, about renewable energy and so forth….If 
somebody representing the company can come speak to the schools, show them 

exactly what's going on, it'd be great to get the younger generation involved. 
 

But [scholarships] go unused, because nobody applies because you have to write an 
essay….The parents are working, sometimes two jobs, kids are helping with brothers 
and sisters. There's not a ton of money, nobody's there that has time to sit down at 

nighttime and go over everything and help them write something. 
 

[Support] an afterschool program that talks about this project as it is happening, the 
kids seeing it come to life and understanding the science behind it, the engineering 

behind it, and some of the physics involved with that, with energy. 
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Building future capacity through student initiatives went parallel to the appeal to investing in 
current capacity, i.e., hiring local businesses and workers.  The project represents to many who 
were interviewed an opportunity expand the skills of the current workforce.  While construction 
jobs were acknowledged, they saw the experience of being involved in this kind of construction 
would inevitably instill or hone skills that would be beneficial in other renewable energy projects. 
Emphasis was placed by some on not limiting hires to the trades but looking nurture local talent to 
move into decision-making and management levels. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Having the students very much engaged in understanding what's happening there is 
going to help them understand careers, inspire them. But just understand how that 
helps the community. I think you start with the young students. It's STEM in action. 

 

I'd like to make sure that there are opportunities for students, whether in the high 
school level, or college level, internships, and get the support to grow local jobs, so we 

don't lose our local kids. Give them an opportunity to see this is a career I want to  
be in. 

 

The thing about Lahainaluna is that the school is the community, and the community is 
the school...It's so clearly defined...because we're geographically isolated and it 

creates a real bond. 

 

 
I think the better thing to do is to hire the people, so it becomes a long-term sort of 
thing.  And not just for the construction part, but for the operations parts, and things 

like that. I think that would be important. 
 

We want to see somebody from here helping making decisions, because they have by 
nature, they understand how to work with the community…They have an 

understanding of the respect and how to do and what to do. 
 

So why can't they do something like they do for affordable housing projects or major 
projects that you have to provide so many percentage?...So why can't, in the RFP, that 
he done and say, Well, if you're bringing your company in to do this, you have to hire a 

percentage of engineers in the state. 
 

All of the higher-level jobs [in hotels] are all someone being brought in, because they 
have some level of expertise…be part of the solution to make sure that we do have 

that level of expertise, and that we can promote someone from West Maui…and that 
there's hope for the future…for someone's kids, that they have an opportunity to excel, 
and have something outside of hotel and resort work, I think that would go a long way, 

especially right now. 
 

To say that [what] we're bringing to you is part of a diversified economy, and we can 
provide jobs. And hey, even if you guys did a scholarship or some program with Maui 
College, maybe they're not working here, but they've now learned a skill that they can 

take and work someplace else. 
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West Maui is home to numerous nonprofit organizations and community groups, many of 
which have decades of valuable service or advocacy to the historic community.  Newer 
organizations or interests have also emerged who have commendably demonstrated their niche in 
addressing West side’s social, cultural, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Basically, I think protecting the environment, whatever protects the environment… 

anything that protects the ocean. 
 

The other thing that people have talked about, which I think would be helpful, that 
needs power and needs water, is a commercial composting facility. So, there were a 

bunch of people thinking about doing something like that on the West side here. But it 
takes a lot of capital to do that. 

 

I want to say, if it benefited West Maui per se because we get a lot of the short end of 
the stick over here, a lot…But if that would benefit West Maui,  

I'd be for it. 
 

Maybe you tell the public at that point that for every panel that goes in, one tree is 
going to get planted. So, for many degrees of heat that it produces, we’re going to 
reduce the heat by that much because of the trees that are taking carbon from the 

atmosphere and helping to work on the climate change problem. 
 

For us as mountain bikers and dirt bikers who enjoy trails…any time somebody puts a 
fence there it can be seen a little offensive, even though it's of course not our land or 
anything, but it's, you think of it as yours, since you've been riding that trail for say like 

five years. If I was on a trail that I've been riding for about five years and all of a 
sudden there's a fence going across it. I'm going to be pretty bummed and saddened 

and discouraged. 
 

Of course, I'm going to support it. I see the benefit out of it. And of course, if you would 
make a bike park incorporate into it to get more diverse types of recreational activities 
over here and then take away the illicit stuff that's going on throughout the properties. 

 

Spend it where it needs to be spent on the community organizations, on health care, 
taking care of Lahaina Adult Day Care Center, or helping support preschools. 

Preschool is like college education, sending kids to that, while their parents go work. 
 

So, things like the watershed protection, things like protecting the watershed are 
important. If they can demonstrate something that's cutting edge, it’s something that at 

least gives people hope for the future, that it's not all doom and gloom. 
 

 
It’s going to bring a new set of jobs, and the need for new skills in terms of an 

understanding that has technologies, and operating, and maintaining them, and 
constructing them…From a vision perspective, it paints the picture to young people 
that they can change the world and make it better. Because they can see windmills. 

They can see solar panels. And then they can see the smoke coming out of the diesel 
generators [and] they can see that stopping, right? And they can see that this is 

actually feasible. I think it's very important. 
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SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY INVESTMENT SUGGESTIONS BY 
THEMES 
 

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 
THEMES 

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 
SUGGESTIONS 

CURRENT CAPACITY 

 

• Training for local residents/students in the 
renewable energy field 

• Support the local economy through hiring local 
contractors, drawing from the local workforce, 
and buying from local businesses 
  

FUTURE CAPACITY 

 

• Afterschool program related to the science and 
engineering project. 

• Lahaina Schools  
• Lahainaluna High School 
• Lahainaluna High School:  Vocational 

education programs (certified nurse assistant; 
maintenance and automotive; agricultural 
practices; occupational safety and health; 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing) 

• Lahainaluna High School - Scholarships to 
attend UHMC 

• Maui Preparatory Academy  
• Preschools 
• Sacred Hearts School 
• Schools, arts, STEM 
• University of Hawaii Maui College 
• University of Hawaii Maui College:  Sustainable 

Living Institute of Maui Program 
  

THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

• Hawaii Islands Land Trust  
• Highway clean ups 
• Love the Sea 
• Mauna Kahalawai Watershed Partnership 
• Plant a tree for every panel installed 
• Puu Kukui Watershed Partnership 
• Ridge 2 Reef 
• Wastewater/injection wells 
• Watershed protection 
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HAWAIIAN CULTURE 

 

• David Malo Day  
• Grant program/scholarship to a Hawaiian 

immersion school 
• Maui Cultural Lands and the Honokowai Valley 

Project 
• Napili Kai Foundation 
• West Maui hula halau 

  

COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING 
ORGANIZATIONS 

 

• Feed My Sheep 
• International Mountain Biking Association 
• Lahaina Adult Day Care 
• Lahaina Honolua Senior Citizens Club 
• Lahaina Restoration Foundation 
• Maui Bicycling League 
• Maui Food Bank 
• Nonprofits 
• West Maui Taxpayers Association Membership 
• Youth organizations 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

• Christmas light show 
• Halloween event sponsorship 
• July 4 fireworks sponsorship  

 

BUSINESSES 

 

• Agriculture and small farmers 
• Greenhouse Facilities 
• Commercial composting 
• Lahaina Town Action Committee Membership 

and Support 
 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND 
HOUSING 

 

• Affordable/workforce housing 
• Continued access to area around site for bikers 
• Electric vehicle charging station at the airport 

powered by the solar farm 
• Parks 
• Resiliency hub for West Maui 
• Social hall/community center 
• Wastewater, injection wells 
• West Maui Greenway, including bikeway 
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Community Investment 
Recommendations 
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COMMUNITY INVESTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
  

Be caught doing good 
- Lahaina resident 

 
Innergex brings considerable depth and experience to creating renewable energy projects 
internationally.  These achievements have contributed to their understanding and appreciation of 
how each community that hosts their projects is unique and espouses a value system borne out of 
their rich history and geography.   

Through the interview process, Skog Rasmussen has come to recognize and understand the close-
knit, nurturing bonds that have been formed by the physical remoteness of West Maui from the rest 
of Maui’s towns. This recognition combined with Innergex’s practice of tailoring relationships to 
respect the special character and priorities of communities are foundational in choosing meaningful 
ways to give back to residents.   

The primary benefits of the Kahana Solar Project relate to providing downward pressure on 
electricity prices and reducing Maui’s (and Hawaii’s) dependence on imported fossil fuels. Innergex’s 
Kahana Solar Project presents opportunities for the company and the project to become a valued 
partner and resource for West Maui and its residents.  The recommendations that follow build on 
the advice of those interviewed and are intended to inform Innergex’s choices for other forms of 
contributions to its new neighborhood. 

Suggestions from the interviews of what Innergex might consider fell into three areas of emphasis: 
• Education and Capacity Building 
• Environmental Stewardship 
• Support for Community Organizations, Events and Cultural Preservation Programs 

Skog Rasmussen recommends investing in all three of these areas. 

EDUCATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

When asked what Innergex could provide the community in addition to the project itself, those 
interviewed recommended schools and education programs for West Maui children more often than 
any other initiatives.  The West Maui community has formed an emotional tie and allegiance with its 
historic public and private schools.  The pride and depth of community support for the schools 
manifested itself in almost every interview. As one resident put it, “The thing about Lahainaluna is 
that the school is the community, and the community is the school...It's so clearly defined...because 
we're geographically isolated and it creates a real bond.” The community feels strongly, however, 
that many of the schools (particularly the public schools) do not have adequate resources or 
opportunities for students. Beyond the support to the institutions, the project was seen as a source 
of inspiration to the children of West Maui and present a future and range of careers that children 
could aspire to. 

In consideration of the many needs and concerns conveyed in the interviews and the value the 
residents placed on education, Skog Rasmussen recommends that Innergex  

• Create an Annual Grant Program for the duration of the project.  It would be open to 
schools, teachers, and nonprofit organizations that offer education or training programs that 
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benefit West Maui students. The grant priorities could give preference to renewable energy, 
and environmental stewardship initiatives and training. The grant program should be 
flexible to allow a large variety of uses, concepts, and projects centered on the student such 
as vocational programs, mentoring, internships, professional development to teachers, 
equipment purchases, enabling participation in existing programs, leadership development, 
and other opportunities that expand student horizons. 

• Offer to have its project team, with its wealth of knowledge about renewable energy, serve 
as resources and role models for engaging students in exploring career paths of interest or 
not previously considered.  

• Develop and arrange a virtual or in-person presentation, using the expertise of their 
knowledgeable staff, on renewable energy targeted to students at the intermediate and high 
school levels.  

• Pursue and support the University of Hawaii-Maui College workforce training program 
related to solar installations and other related skills. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

West Maui residents live, work, and play with the ocean as a backdrop on one side and Mauna 
Kahalawai on the other.  Ocean recreation activities, whether fishing, boating, surfing, paddling, 
sailing, and protection of the reefs and the mountains are extraordinarily important to the residents. 
In addition, the cultural sensitivities surrounding caring for the land are priorities for many who look 
at solar panels and batteries as an infringement on an area previously void of fields of man-made 
equipment. 

• Innergex’s planned long-term support for protection of the Puu Kukui Watershed aligns 
with the community’s vision of environmental stewardship.  

• Skog Rasmussen also recommends that Innergex provide annual support to a cultural 
organization that combines cultural education and environmental protection work as its 
mission. A program such as Maui Cultural Lands and its Honokowai Valley Project is an 
example of combining Hawaiian ancestral knowledge with best practices in cultural 
conservation and restoration. 

SUPPORT FOR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, EVENTS AND CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION PROGRAMS  

West Maui has many long-standing, reputable nonprofit organizations that carry out a diverse set of 
missions and services. Some engage in teaching about Lahaina’s rich history as the Capital of Hawaii 
and perpetuating the cultural values and practices of the host culture, some provide much needed 
social services, some work to strengthen local businesses, others provide services and classes to 
senior citizens and youth, and yet others help disadvantaged members of the community.  Many of 
these organizations also produce popular events for the community such as David Malo Day, 
Halloween celebration, King Kamehameha Day Parade, and the Sacred Hearts Bazaar.  A notable 
program is that of the Napili Kai Foundation, a 55-year old nonprofit, that enables children of Maui 
to perpetuate the cultural legacy of Hawaii through dance, language, history, arts and crafts. 

• Skog Rasmussen recommends that Innergex budget for a fund to support various 
sponsorships of events and programs that occur throughout the year in West Maui.  
Decisions on support could be made on an annual basis and should strive to respond to the 
array of activities and programs and spread its support across the community.  
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Memberships in strategic organizations can help boost visibility of and familiarity with Innergex as 
a neighbor in the community. As importantly, it would provide a source of community-based 
information for Innergex gaining an ongoing understanding of the challenges and solutions of the 
West Maui community. As a member, Innergex would have the opportunity to participate in specific 
programs that support the missions of the organizations and align with its values and goals.   

The two-way exchange could foster more informed attitudes and perceptions about the project to 
guide Innergex’s short- and long-term objectives.  

• Skog Rasmussen recommends that, at least initially, Innergex become general members of 
the Lahaina Town Action Committee, the Lahaina Restoration Foundation and the West 
Maui Taxpayers Association.   

• Skog Rasmussen recommends maintaining general memberships in Maui Economic 
Development Board, the Maui Native Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce and the Maui 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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Skog Rasmussen 
Recommendations to 
Kahana Solar Project 
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SKOG RASMUSSEN RECOMMENDATIONS TO KAHANA SOLAR 
PROJECT 
 

Reflecting on what we heard from our numerous interviews with West Maui residents and drawing 
on our own community-based experiences, Skog Rasmussen offers the following recommendations 
to foster mutually beneficial outcomes for the residents and the project as the region’s new 
neighbor.  

Skog Rasmussen found many supporters among those interviewed. Others are contemplating 
support as they await the evolution of the project’s plans. Future interactions should nurture those 
audiences.   

A major challenge is, of course, the limitations that the pandemic has put on travel and in-person 
gatherings. Multiple forms of communication therefore must be used to build on the dialogue that 
has already occurred, the relationships initiated, and the advice thoughtfully given. Ongoing, regular 
meetings and visibility in person and in print will continue to be essential. Innergex needs to find 
ways to weave into the fabric of West Maui—as any newcomer would—so residents become more 
accustomed to, and hopefully more comfortable with, the company as a trusted community partner 
and with the project as providing gains that override perceived losses.  

As is Innergex’s practice, the Kahana Solar team should continue to enter this historic and diverse 
“neighborhood” of West Maui with humility, respect, and sincerity.  Skog Rasmussen’s 
recommendations are intended to support that approach. 

• ENGAGE IN THE EDUCATION SPIRIT OF THE COMMUNITY 

o Maintain awareness of initiatives that are intended to support the education of 
children of West Maui, weigh the possible in-kind or other value Innergex can make. 

o Confer with school administrators, teachers, and other community members active 
in West Maui education to keep abreast of priorities, solutions, and other activities 
related to education, particularly as it relates to renewable energy and the goals of the 
Kahana Solar Project. 

• REGULARLY PARTICIPATE IN THE COMMUNITY LIFE OF WEST MAUI 

o Similar to a newcomer moving into a home in a new neighborhood, learn about the 
annual events of the West Maui calendar and commit to participating in them as 
feasible, such as David Mala Day, the Sacred Hearts School Bazaar, King 
Kamehameha Day Parade, and other special occasions of the organizations Innergex 
joins. 

• CONSIDER THE ONGOING AND CURRENT ECONOMIC CHALLENGES 
OF RESIDENTS   

o Be sensitive in all interactions—written or verbal—with residents to their struggle 
with the high cost of living and housing on the West side and on Maui in general and 
the additional burden the pandemic has inflicted and continues to inflict in their lives 
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• ARRANGE AND REQUIRE CULTURAL SENSITIVITY TRAINING FOR ALL 

CONTRACTORS AND WORKERS OF THE KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT 

o Demonstrate respect for cultural traditions by adopting cultural protocols for 
entering and developing the project site. It will serve as a reminder of the cultural 
spirit and significance of the site that transcends the location as a place for a solar 
installation. 

• BROADEN AGRICULTURE OUTREACH  

o In conjunction with the development of the agrivoltaic plan, consult with the 
program manager for 4-H within the University of Hawaii College of Tropical 
Agriculture, about incorporating 4-H learning activities on the site.  The outreach 
could teach 4-H students about solar as a clean energy solution and ways in which 
agriculture activities can co-exist on the site.   

• DISSEMINATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT THROUGHOUT ITS 
DURATION 

Keeping residents of West Maui abreast of the evolution of the Kahana Solar is essential. 
Throughout its life, the project will need to convey accurate information, periodic updates, 
announce meetings, and dispel any misinformation about the project. Multiple forms of 
communication should be used to reach diverse audiences who are eager to keep up with 
news about their community. Several existing channels of communication have 
demonstrated effectiveness. 

o Lahaina News 
§ Publicize all major activities regarding Kahana Solar in this community 

newspaper  
§ Seek a meeting with the editorial board of Lahaina News to introduce the 

team and the project and to establish a connection with reporters for 
potential stories on the project’s development.  

o Community Email 
§ Coordinate with Diane Pure on her offer to distribute Kahana Solar 

announcements about public meetings, open houses, and other activities. 
Due to the strong demand for “local” community news, she has amassed a 
large email distribution list which she uses to send out community and 
business announcements.   

o Senior Citizens Mailing  
§ Work with Arlene Gerbig of the Lahaina Honolua Senior Citizens group to 

disseminate information about the project to West Maui senior citizens. 
Create a flyer to include with their monthly newsletter that is delivered 
through the Post Office. Recognizing that senior citizens are far more 
challenged than other residents to accessing information on the Internet—
including webinars, the Lahaina Honolua Senior Citizens group provides 
their seniors with a monthly newsletter that is mailed to them.   
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o Other Existing Communication Channels 
§ Use existing mainstream media channels such as Maui Now, Maui News, 

Akaku: Maui Community Media (public access television), and various radio 
stations to disseminate information to a broader audience. 

§ Provide community nonprofit organizations and homeowners associations 
information about the project for possible distribution to their e-newsletter 
subscribers. 

§ Continue to share announcements and other information about the project 
to elected officials. Many are prolific in using their social media sites or have 
e-newsletters that can help deliver information about the project to their 
constituents. 

o Kahana Solar E-Newsletter 
§ Produce a Kahana Solar opt-in e-newsletter to keep stakeholders informed of 

project developments, assuring accurate information is conveyed. The 
distribution list would be compiled from community engagement and 
outreach efforts, from those who attend project public meetings, elected and 
government officials, utility representatives, and other residents.  

The interviews revealed an array of topics about the Kahana Solar Project that were of 
greatest interest or concerns to residents.  These topics are described in the section on What 
We Heard.  Information issued through the recommended channels to update residents 
about the project should give priority to those topics that were emphasized during the 
interviews. 

• CAPTURE INPUT ABOUT THE KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT FROM ONLINE 
AND SOCIAL MEDIA SITES  

o Routinely capture comments and publicity about the project using appropriate 
technology tools. Online news sites (local and national) and social media were 
consistently mentioned by those interviewed as sources of information. These are 
also sources for comments and questions on the project that may not otherwise be 
heard by the Kahana Solar Project team and will add a dimension to existing project 
approaches for outreach. 

• ENGAGE RECREATIONAL USERS WITHIN AND NEAR THE PROJECT 
SITE 

Although Kahana Solar does not have control over land outside of its project perimeter, it 
must recognize that the area encompassed by the project and the old pineapple fields and 
roads are a destination for mountain biking, dirt biking, and hiking. The gulches also attract 
frequent biking and hiking enthusiasts.   

o Convene a meeting with the biking and hiking community, the landowner, and 
Kahana Solar team prior to construction of the project to describe the impacts that 
construction may hold for current and future access to the area by bikers and hikers 
and to find collaborative solutions to potentially maintain access. 
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• CONSIDER INCREASED SECURITY  

Improved roadways planned to the project site may encourage more trespassers and illegal dumping.  
The ungated and easily accessed roadways that lead to the site are frequent dumping grounds for 
wrecked cars, appliances and furniture, etc. These activities have been a source of concern for 
surrounding neighborhoods for some time as well as for the biking and hiking community.  

o Work with landowner Maui Land & Pineapple to create a security plan to mitigate illegal 
dumping and trespassers. 

• CONTINUE CONSULTATIONS WITH WEST MAUI GROUPS ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

Innergex has engaged with and sought advice from several environmental protection 
organizations who work primarily on West Maui projects.  The groups have offered valuable 
advice about the site related to designing drainage solutions to minimize sediment and 
nutrients from entering the ocean, provided lists of native plants that best thrive in the area, 
explained ways to install buffers along stream gulches, and offered engineering advice for 
dirt roads that lessen erosion, and other best management practices.  

o Continue to consult regularly with the Ridge 2 Reef organization which has multiple 
environmental stakeholders on their board.  The Program Manager is widely 
respected for her knowledge and collaborative approach on projects.   

o Continue to consult regularly with CORAL (Coral Reef Alliance), another valuable 
resource, through their program manager. CORAL’s work also centers around best 
management practices in keeping sediment from the ocean.  

o Consult with and keep cultural advisors apprised as appropriate on the 
environmental plans for the site. 
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COMMUNITY MEETINGS, INTERVIEWS, AND SITE TOURS 

 

DATE DESCRIPTION NAME(S) 
2/4/20 President, Maui Grown Coffee  
3/9/20 President, Maui Grown Coffee and 

Po’o representative, Aha Moku 
Kaanapali  

 

6/8/20 General Manager, West Maui hotel  
6/18/20 Member, West Maui Community 

Plan Advisory Committee  
Kai Nishiki 

6/26/20 Kaanapali Beach hotel worker focus 
roup (7 participants) 

 

6/22/20 Program Manager, Ridge 2 Reef  Tova Callender 
6/26/20 Member, Lahaina Town Action 

Committee and Kahana resident 
 

6/26/20 Member, Lahaina Town Action 
Committee and Mahinahina resident 

 

6/26/20 Kahana resident  
6/26/20 President, Kaanapali Operations 

Association 
Wayne Hedani 

6/26/20 Member, West Maui Community 
Plan Advisory Committee  

Leilani Pulmano 

7/03/20 West Maui Greenway Alliance Saman Dias  
7/03/20 Former Maui Land & Pineapple 

Company employee 
 

7/10/20 Honokawai resident  
7/14/20 President, Maui Chamber of 

Commerce 
Pam Tumpap 

7/20/20 Retiree, West Maui community 
advocate 

 

7/21/20 West Maui business owner  
7/22/20 Members, Lahaina Town Action 

Committee  
 

7/23/20 West Maui business owner  
7/28/20 Member, West Maui Community 

Plan Advisory Committee  
Karen Comcowich 

7/29/20 Members, Lahaina Restoration 
Foundation Board  

 

7/29/20 President, Maui Cultural Lands and 
intern 

Edwin “Ekolu” Lindsey III 

7/29/20 Former General Manager, Maui 
Pineapple Co Ltd. 

Wes Nohara 

8/6/20 Kaanapali resident and business 
owner 

 

8/11/20 Members, West Maui Taxpayers 
Association  
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DATE DESCRIPTION NAME(S) 
8/18/20 Lahaina resident  
8/24/20 Member, West Maui Community 

Plan Advisory Committee  
Yvette Celiz 

8/25/20 Lahaina resident  
8/25/20 Hawaii Dept of Transportation:   

Maui District Airport Manager, Head 
Planner, and staff 

• Marvin Moniz 
• Herman Tuiolosega 
• Lynette Kawaoka 
• Ray Severn 
• Hannah Hays 

8/26/20 West Maui resident and hotel worker  
8/27/20 Member, West Maui Community 

Plan Advisory Committee  
Ravi Bugga 

9/9/20 West Maui resident and retired 
teacher 

 

9/10/20 Board members, Ridge 2 Reef   
9/14/20 Kapalua resident and school board 

member 
 

9/15/20 Attorneys representing West Maui 
Preservation Association 

• Ryan Hurley 
• Bianca Isaki 

9/15/20 Program Manager, Mauna Kahalawai 
(West Maui Mountains Watershed 
Partnership) 

Chris Brosius 

9/17/20 Engineer, County of Maui, 
Department of Public Works 

Kristi Ono 

9/21/20 Kahana Ridge Homeowners 
Association 

Tex Driver, President 

9/21/20 Honokawai resident and school 
administrator 

 

9/22/20 West Side resident and county 
administrator 

 

9/29/20 Resilience Officer, County of Maui 
Office of Climate Action, 
Sustainability, and Resiliency 

Makale’a Ane 

10/1/20 West Maui resident and business 
owner  

 

10/6/20 Members, Rotary Club of Lahaina    
10/9/20 University of Hawaii - Maui College: 

Chancellor; Director of Extended 
Learning and Workforce 
Development; Program Coordinator 
Sustainable Living Institute of Maui 

• Lui Hokoana 
• T. Karen Hanada 
• Nicolette van der Lee 

10/14/20 Kapalua resident and real estate 
broker 

 

10/27/20 President, Lahaina-Honolua Senior 
Citizens 

Arleen Gerbig 
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DATE DESCRIPTION NAME(S) 
10/27/20 Kahana Ridge resident and retiree   
10/29/20 West Maui restauranteur and 

homeowner 
 

11/3/20 Kapalua resident and member, 
Lahainaluna High School 
Foundation  

 

11/4/20 Project Manager, Coral Reef Alliance Jen Vander Veur 
11/17/20 Farmers Focus Group (Agrovoltaic 

Workshop): independent farmer; 
Maui Grown Coffee; Hua Momona 
Farms; Maui Kuia Chocolate; 
Former Maui Pineapple Company, 
Ltd. employee 

 

11/24/20 Cultural Advisor  
12/2/20 West Maui resident and school 

administrator 
 

12/10/20 President, Lahainaluna High School 
Foundation 

Mark Tillman 

12/10/20 West Maui resident and student   
12/10/20 West Maui resident and student  
12/17/20 Project Manager, Coral Reef Alliance Jen Vander Veur 
1/12/21 Kahana Ridge resident and teacher  
1/13/21 Livestock Specialist, University of 

Hawaii, College of Tropical 
Agriculture and Human Resources 

Dr. Kyle Caires 

1/26/21 Lahaina resident and teacher  
1/26/21 Lahaina resident and county worker  
1/26/21 Lahaina resident and county worker  
2/11/21 Executive Director, Lahainaluna 

High School Foundation 
Jeff Rogers 

2/6/21 Native Hawaiian 
descendants/owners of properties 
neighboring the solar site (6) 

Paki Ohana: 
• Josepha and Mark Beauchamp 
• Janeece Beauchamp  
• Alfred 'Lono' Kahookele 
• Kaimaile Makekau 
• Joe Ponce  

2/17/21 Board members and attorneys, West 
Maui Preservation Association 

• Lance Collins 
• Ryan Hurley 
• Bianca Isaki 
• Kai Nishiki 

3/15/21 Native Hawaiian descendant/owner 
of neighboring property 
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3/16/21 Maui Tomorrow Energy Committee Executive Director and Members of 
Committee 

3/20/21 Native Hawaiian descendant (site 
tour of project area and adjacent 
parcels) 

Kaimaile Makekau 

3/21/21 Kahana resident (Ala Hoku Place)  
4/1/21 Drainage Assessment Site Visit: 

Program Manager, Ridge 2 Reef and 
Program Manager, Coral Reef 
Alliance  

• Tova Callender 
• Jen Vander Veur 

4/1/21 Lahaina resident and professional 
engineer 

 

4/6/21 President, Napili Kai Foundation Louise Ross 
4/8/21 West Maui resident and school 

administrator 
 

4/9/21 and 
4/14/21 

University of Hawaii CTAHR 4H 
Program Administrator  

 

4/15/21 Native Hawaiian descendant and 
West Maui resident 

 

4/15/21 West Maui resident and school 
administrator 

 

4/15/21 Lahaina resident and student  
4/15/21 Napili resident and student  
4/15/21 Kahana resident and student  
4/16/21 West Maui resident, community 

nonprofit organization staff member 
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KAHANA SOLAR PROJECT INTERVIEWS: GUIDING QUESTIONS 
 

Skog Rasmussen prepared the following questions as a guide for the interviewer while conducting the one-on-one 
interviews with residents for the Kahana Solar Project.  

Re Skog Rasmussen LLC:  We are based on Maui and our services include helping companies and 
projects with meaningful community outreach and engagement. 

Our firm has been tapped to assist Innergex Renewables with the Kahana Solar Project project on 
Maui.  Background: 

• On May 8, after a competitive evaluation that was part of the largest renewable energy 
procurement ever undertaken in Hawaii, the Kahana Solar Project was one of 16 projects 
selected by Hawaiian Electric statewide  

• Kahana Solar Project represents the only project chosen for the West Maui region 
• Sited on Maui Land & Pineapple land above the Kapalua airport, the project is 

approximately 1.4 miles from the nearest homes  
o exceptional location for capturing the abundant sunlight of the West Side 

• As proposed, the Kahana Solar Project is a 20 MWac solar field coupled with an 80 MWh 
battery storage facility.  

• It will provide West Maui with grid resiliency and a clean, renewable source of power 
• The battery storage system will allow the power to be dispatched in the evening when the 

utility needs it most.  
• After approvals and permitting, the project is targeted to be operational in 2023.  

This project is one part of a very large undertaking to meet Hawaii’s 100% renewable energy goal by 
2045.  In this phase of our effort, we are helping SB Energy with  

• understanding our community’s values 
• educating and clarifying where we can  
• most importantly, listening to our resident’s thoughts on the project 

Through the interviews with residents, we are hoping to gain great advice—and possible support for 
the project. 

So, we have some questions for you and really want to hear what you have to say.  The results will 
be reported in aggregate or if we quote anything from this interview, it will be anonymous. 
 
 

OVERALL HAWAII PICTURE 

• How aware are you of Hawaii’s dependency on imported fossil fuels? 
• Are you familiar with the State’s goal for 2045?  How do you feel about that? 
• Are we making progress?  Explain  
• How do you think this goal to get to 100% renewable energy will affect you and your family?  

your business? Maui community? our state? 
• How do you feel about solar installations?   
• In your own home, do you or your family try to conserve energy?  Explain  

APPENDIX B 
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VIEWS OF RENEWABLE ENERGY 

• Do you follow news about energy in Hawaii?   
o Why would you pay attention to an article about energy? Or why not? 
o What sources do you pay attention to?   

• A lot of established companies have come into Hawaii to invest in renewable energy.  How 
do you feel about that? 

• How do you feel about large solar projects? 
• I’m going to read a statement that I’d like you to finish:  It’s important for Maui to reduce its 

dependence on imported fuel, but that should not come at the cost of ___________?  
• Do you think utility scale solar farms will reduce your electricity rates for residents?  Explain  

 

KAHANA 

• Kahana is currently planned for an area on Maui Land & Pineapple Co land above the 
Kapalua Airport.  

o How do you feel about the project being in that location?  
• Do you see any challenges for the project?   

o How do you think the neighbors or community will react to the project? 
• Do you have any advice for the Innergex? 
• Another sentence for you to finish….I would support large solar projects like Kahana Solar 

Project on Maui if __________ 
• What is the best way to educate/make residents aware of this project?   
• Would you like to receive ongoing information?   

o What is the best way to share information with you on the project? 
• One of Innergex’s core values is to always give back to the communities in which they have 

projects…and it’s a commitment for the 25-year life of the project.  Can you suggest any 
programs, events, or other community project or activity they should consider supporting? 

 
FOLLOW ON 

• Does this sound like a project you could possibly support?   
• Can we stay in touch with you as the planning progresses? 
• Is there anyone else you would suggest we talk to? 

o Do you have their contact information? 

 
CLOSING 

• Thank you for sharing your thoughts with us.  Do you have any other questions about the 
project?   

• If other questions or comments occur to you after today, please contact us. 
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Kahana Solar, LLC – Issues Tracking Table 
Written Public Comments 

Update as of June 2021 

1 

Tracking 
No. 

Date / Name Summary of Comment Response 

TECHNICAL 

 T-1 October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
Motion to Intervene (“MOI”) 
Declaration 8 

July 18, 2020 – M. Tome 

July 7, 2020 – P. McCully 

PROJECT LAYOUT 

Concern that the layout of the roads, which may facilitate 
runoff to makai areas, are designed to prevent spoilage of 
nearshore areas by, amongst other things, not being set in 
a straight mauka-makai direction. (see also “RUNOFF”) 

DC capacity 

Panel and single-axis tracker sourcing, structures other 
than solar farm and storage plant 

Kahana Solar is working with the West Maui Ridge 2 Reef Initiative, the Coral Reef Alliance, and a 
former Maui Land & Pine employee who worked in the area for over 40 years and is the current 
Associate Director of the West Maui Soil and Conservation District, contractor Westwood and others. 
A Preliminary Stormwater Management Report was prepared by Westwood to address runoff issues. 
The report can be found on the Kahana Solar website.   

The anticipated DC capacity is 44MWdc. 

The panels and trackers have not yet been determined as they will be put out to bid. Reliability is 
important, especially in island-scale utility systems. Reliability is important to Innergex, Maui Electric, 
the PUC and Maui residents. Kahana Solar has reliability provisions in its PPA that it must meet. 
Reputable vendors will be selected. 

The batteries will be housed in several different containers and combined with inverters and 
controllers (collectively the Power Conversions Systems, or PCS). They will be connected to the solar 
panels and the switching station/substation via cables called collector lines. 

T-2 June 16, 2020 – M. Godt 

PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 

Why not simply install panels on every single existing 
building and all future buildings? 

Hawaiian Electric’s long-term planning document, the 2016 Power Supply Improvement Plan (PSIP), 
assumes there will be strong growth in distributed energy resources. The PSIP assumes rooftop solar 
PV for 100% of all single-family homes and 20% to 25% of commercial customers by 2045. However, 
even with these high forecasts of distributed PV energy resources, the PSIP concluded that statewide, 
additional grid-scale renewable energy generation would still be required. To meet these resource 
requirements, Maui Electric established a process for solicitation and procurement for grid-scale 
renewable dispatchable generation based on the PSIP. The Kahana Solar Project was one of the 
projects selected for Maui island.  
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T-3 

 
 
June 16, 2020 – M. Godt 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 27 

VISUAL IMPACT 
 
Ensure that the project does not have unreasonably 
adverse visual impacts on makai to mauka views. 

 
 
Potential impacts to the existing visual resources in the vicinity of the proposed solar project were 
assessed. 
• Photo points were selected using the results of viewshed analysis, desktop information such as 

land use and aerial photography, and knowledge of potential sensitive receptors in the areas 
based on comments received during community outreach. 

• The photos from each viewpoint are analyzed to determine whether the project infrastructure 
would be visible within any of the frames composing the 180-degree panoramic view. 

• Visual Simulations have been created to show existing vs. simulated conditions for the selected 
viewpoints. 

• The results show that the Project does not have unreasonably adverse visual impacts on mauka-
to-makai views. 

 
The Visual Impact Assessment Report, including visual simulations, is available on the Kahana Solar 
website.  

 
 

T-4 
 
 
 

T-5 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 10 
 
June 16, 2020 – M. Godt 

GLARE 

Ensure that safety hazards caused by the proximity of solar 
panels to the Kapalua airport and the flight path of 
airplanes are prevented and fully considered.  
 
How will this affect birds? Airplanes? Will it be a giant 
reflective mirror blinding people as they look up Mauka to 
what used to be a beautiful hillside? 

 
 
The Project is anticipated to have no effect on jurisdictional air navigation facilities if no backtracking 
is implemented. If the Project plans to implement backtracking, some green glare was identified but 
has a low potential for temporary after-image, and an FAA determination of “no effect” will be 
required. The FAA allows for green glare at final approach paths. 
 
The Glare Analysis Report can be found on the Kahana Solar website.    

 
 

T-6 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 12 

TRAFFIC 
 
Concerned about the proposal to install an above-ground 
69kV transmission line without identifying the specific 
location of the line or the potential environmental and 
traffic impacts of this line and its installation. 

 
 
The location of the new transmission line (“new line) is identified in the 2021 Conceptual Project 
Overview diagram located on the Kahana Solar website and described in the technical studies. EMF-
related environmental impacts are discussed in the Electric & Magnetic Fields section. Other 
environmental issues are discussed in the Environmental section. Maui Electric’s existing 69kV 
transmission line (“existing line”) is located approximately 150-300 feet west of the 
substation/switchyard and runs in the north-south direction. The new line connects the Project to the 
existing line. The new line is in the vicinity of the solar array, which is approximately one mile mauka 
from the nearest public road. A Traffic Impact Analysis Report was performed for the Project, which 
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includes the new line, concluded that during the operational phase the Project will not have a 
significant impact on the traffic operations. During construction and commissioning phase, the delay 
added due to the construction vehicles added to the roadway network is not significant.  
 
The Traffic Impact Analysis Report can be found on the Kahana Solar website.   

 
 

T-7 
 
 
 
 

T-8 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – WMPA 
MOI@9 
 
 
July 8, 2020 J.Cachola 

ELECTRIC & MAGNETIC FIELDS 

Environmental, recreational, aesthetic, and quality of life 
issues affecting communities living near or affected by to 
the Project and potential above-ground high voltage 
transmission line upon which the PPA is premised. 
 
COR at 106: Health effects of high voltage transmission 
lines at the proposed DHHL Honokawai homestead. 
 
 

 
 
An Electric and Magnetic Fields Technical Memorandum was prepared and can be found on the 
Kahana Solar website.  
 
In general, for each doubling of the distance from an EMF source, the EMF will drop by a factor of 8. 
Electric fields also diminish from the absorption by any vegetation because the plants effectively 
ground the electric fields.  
 
The EMF 150 feet away from the power conversion system (PCS) equipment would be close to zero. 
The substation main power transformer is located over 300 feet from the closest gulch, over 1.4 miles 
from the closest existing residential properties, and over 1,300 feet from the proposed Honokōwai 
Homestead Community. Therefore, no EMF from the Project’s PCSs and main power transformer 
would reach the native plants in the gulches and nearby forested areas, or the homes along Ala Hoku 
Place or within the Kahana Ridge neighborhood or future homesteads on the DHHL properties 
southwest of the Project. 
 
The linear 34.5-kV AC collector lines within the Project will produce low levels of AC EMF. The AC 
collector lines will be a minimum of 100 feet from the closest gulch and 1.4 miles from the closest 
residential property line (near Ala Hoku Place) and the EMF from the collector lines will drop to zero 
before the tops of the gulches and well before the Ala Hoku Place or Kahana Ridge neighborhood 
boundaries or the DHHL’s Honokōwai Homestead Community boundary.  
 
The location of the new transmission line (“new line) is identified in the 2021 Conceptual Project 
Overview diagram located on the Kahana Solar website and described in the technical studies. Maui 
Electric’s existing 69kV transmission line (“existing line”) is located approximately 150-300 feet west of 
the substation/switchyard and runs in the north-south direction. The new line connects the Project to 
the existing line. The new line is in the vicinity of the solar array, which is approximately one mile 
mauka from the nearest public road. The new line will produce low levels of EMF. These EMF fields 
will quickly dissipate to background levels within a hundred feet from the overhead transmission line. 
Since the overhead transmission line will be located several hundred feet from the closest gulch, over 
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a mile from the closest residential area, and over 1,200 feet from DHHL’s Honokōwai Homestead 
Community boundary, the EMF from the overhead transmission line will drop to zero well before it 
reaches areas with high concentrations of native plants or areas with existing or future residential 
uses. 

 
 

T-9 

 
 
Comment by participant during 
the Cultural Impact 
Assessment study 
development 

HEAT ISLAND 

Concerns around potential heat island effect. 

 
 
A Heat Island Effect Technical Memorandum was prepared and concluded that the Project will not 
create a significant heat island effect that would impact the existing microclimate of the surrounding 
area.  
 
The memo can be found on the Kahana Solar website.   

 
 

T-10 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 22 

DECOMMISSIONING 
 
Ensure the proper decommissioning and disposal of the 
project at the end of its life. 
 

 
 
As part of the decommissioning of a typical solar project after its useful lifecycle (between 25-35 
years), any and all components associated with the project would be removed and the area would be 
restored to meet the natural environment surrounding it.  
 
Decommissioning criteria include consideration of local environmental factors to minimize effects 
such as erosion during the removal process, and the recycling of all possible materials demolished or 
removed from the site.   
 
End-of-life disposal of solar products in the US is governed by the Federal Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA), and state policies that manage waste disposal or other disposition. 
 
The reuse or recycling of materials is a key focus in the solar industry, particularly since most materials 
in a solar panel and BESS can be recycled. 
 
Reuse or recycling of materials would be prioritized over disposal. Recycling is an area of great focus in 
the solar industry, and programs for both batteries and solar panels are advancing every year. Panels 
and batteries would most likely be shipped to recycling facilities on the mainland.  
 
If any materials need replacing before the facility end-of-life, Innergex would seek the most 
environmentally responsible route for reuse, recycling, or disposal. 
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T-11 

 
 
July 24, 2020 - N. Kinney 
July 7, 2020 – P. McCully 

USE OF LOCAL LABOR 
 
Interest in ensuring construction projects in the State of 
Hawaii are built by local residents who are highly skilled 
and trained in construction methods and project safety, 
and that employers on such projects pay an adequate 
living wage. 

 
 
Construction and operation phases will create benefits in terms of new employment opportunities, as 
well as the use of local suppliers. 
 
Preference would be given to retaining local persons, consultants, businesses and contractors 
throughout the development of the project. 
 
Kahana Solar has met with University of Hawaii Maui College Chancellor and his staff to discuss their 
programs for training solar installers, electricians, and other construction workers to prepare for 
upcoming workforce opportunities (which will serve the project as well as other solar projects). 

ECONOMIC 
 
 

EC-1 

 

October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 6 

PROPERTY VALUES 

Concerned about the impact the Project will have on their 
property values. 

 
 
A Property Value Impact Study was prepared and can be found on the Kahana Solar website.    
 
CohnReznick analyzed 31 adjoining properties and 145 comparable sales with proximity to seven solar 
PV sites located in Hawaii and the U.S. mainland over the past three years. They noted that existing 
solar farms has not deterred sales of nearby agricultural land and residential single-family homes nor 
has it deterred the development of new single-family homes on adjacent land. 
 
There was no empirical evidence that indicated a more favorable real estate market for the Control 
Area (properties not near a solar farm) sales when compared to the Test Area (properties near a solar 
farm) sales. There was also little-to-no measurable difference in value on a consistent basis between 
the Test Area sales and Control Area sales attributed to the proximity to solar farms. Local brokers in 
areas of existing solar farms have noted that there has been no effect on marketing time or conditions 
of sale. 

 
 
 

EC-2 
 
 

EC-3 
 

 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 11 
 
October 5, 2020 – WMPA 
MOI@9 

RATES/PRICE IMPACT 
 
 
Interest in the price impacts of the power purchase 
agreement (PPA) before the Commission. 
 
How the lump sum payment for net energy potential as 
opposed to energy delivered to "limit the developer's 

 
 
Per Maui Electric, the Project will mitigate fuel supply risk. The Project will reduce fossil fuel use. A 
reduction in fuel use reduces the magnitude of fuel price volatility which means electricity prices 
become more predictable.  
 
Per Maui Electric, the Project is expected to reduce electricity rates and bills by reducing fuel 
consumption by 2,160,872 barrels over the 25-year term of the PPA. This results in millions of dollars 
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EC-4 
 
 

EC-5 

 
 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 33 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 24 

financial risk associated with excess energy curtailment 
affects how that risk will be assumed by ratepayers. 
 
 
MECO may be forecasting substantial rate increases and 
not fully considering affordability. 
 
The economic risk posed by the solar power plant should 
not be borne by ratepayers, but rather by MECO and/or 
other proponents of the project. 
 

in fuel costs savings that benefits the customer. Maui Electric estimated the savings to be between 
$0.97 to $5.19 per month for a typical residential customer.  
 
The lump sum payment to Kahana Solar is fixed. It cannot be increased during the duration of the PUC 
PPA approval process or into the future. However, the payment can go down, or Kahana Solar is 
subject to liquidated damages if certain performance criteria are not met. These provisions effectively 
transfer risk to Kahana Solar.  
 
Per Maui Electric, the PPA incorporates other provisions designed to reduce risk for Maui Electric’s 
customers. For example, the PPA requires the Seller to take the risk of the federal ITC. If a delay were 
to cause Kahana Solar to lose the ITC, Kahana Solar cannot increase the lump sum payment to make 
up for it.  
 
Per Maui Electric, the lump sum payment is conditioned on Kahana Solar’s ability to achieve agreed-
upon metrics. For example, Kahana Solar will not get paid if the Project is unavailable to be dispatched 
by Maui Electric. If Kahana does not meet its performance metrics, Kahana Solar will have to pay 
liquidated damages which will be assessed against the lump sum amount.  
 
The liquidated damage payments keep financial risk with Kahana Solar and does not transfer the risk 
to Maui Electric and its customers. 
 
Per Maui Electric, the lump sum payment method gives Maui Electric the flexibility to dispatch the 
Kahana Solar facility in a manner that will more effectively meet the system’s energy and grid service 
requirements.  

ENVIRONMENTAL 
 
 

ENV-1 
 
 
 
 

ENV-2 
 
 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 7 
 
 
 
April 15, 2021 P. Wakida 
 
 

PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The specific location and layout of the project have not yet 
been finalized and therefore we cannot be assured 
community interests were addressed as part of the public 
consultation process.  
 
I still strongly object to the location of the proposed 
Kahana solar project.  Taking 200 acres of countryside in 
West Maui and turning it into an industrial park (solar 

 
 
The Project will be located substantially within the 412-acre area (Project Study Area) identified in 
posters nos. 16-19 in the “March 30, 2021 – Virtual House Presentation Posters – Design Update 
Based on Archaeological and Environmental Results” file on the Kahana Solar website. The Project 
Study Area is larger than the projected final layout of the Project (approximately 220 acres) to allow 
room for changes to the layout as a result of (1) technical study recommendations, (2) community 
feedback, (3) permitting process, and (4) other changes. 
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ENV-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 2, 2020 – K. 
Makekau 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 30, 2021 R. William 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

farm) will forever change the country ambience of that 
area.  I understand the argument that this location is close 
to a power grid, but I don't agree that this is a viable trade-
off for blighting the environment.  There are other areas 
on our island that are more remote (e.g. near the Auwahi 
wind farm) and will have far less visual impact.  Our natural 
beauty is priceless and should not be bartered away for 
short-term gains. 
 
Environmental impacts of the land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kahana area of the island tends to be cloudier than 
other areas of the island. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No portion of the Project that is the subject of the PUC proceeding will be within any land classified as 
a conservation district by the state land use commission under chapter 205, as set forth in HRS § 343-
5(a)(2), or as otherwise described in HRS § 343-5 (“Conservation District”). The Project Study Area and 
the Conservation District do not overlap, do not share a common boundary, and are separate and 
apart from each other.  
 
In the event that any changes to the Project location, shape, and/or design are subsequently made, 
Kahana Solar does not intend to consider using the portions of the parcel that are designated as State 
conservation land, i.e., the Conservation District. 
 
The Conservation District is home to the Pu‘u Kukui Preserve. According to the Pu‘u Kukui Watershed 
Preserve website, Pu‘u Kukui Preserve is the largest private nature preserve in Hawaii, home to “some 
of the rarest endangered flora and fauna in the islands” as well as a “pristine area [that] is a vital 
water source for Maui’s community[.j” Further, “the ancestral wisdom of Hawaiian elders has been 
laid as the foundation for conservation efforts in the preserve; providing a culturally sensitive and 
informed approach to managing the thriving native ecosystem [including] non-native invasive species 
control, weed control, monitoring, research and most importantly protecting rare species.” As part of 
its community benefits. Kahana Solar will provide funding to protect and preserve the Pu‘u Kukui 
Preserve, which is in the Conservation District. This community benefit underscores that Kahana Solar 
has no intention of locating the Project in the Conservation District.  
 
Invited to attend the December 9, 2020 open house, where environmental issues were discussed. 
 
Solar irradiance analyses were performed at the site prior to submission of our RFP bid proposal. 
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ENV-4 
 
 
 
 

ENV-5 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 21 
 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – WMPA 
MOI@6 

GREENHOUSE GASES 
 
Interests in ensuring that greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
consequent to the project, even and especially as the 
project is being finalized, are appropriately assessed and 
minimized.  
 
The Project upon which the PPA is premised constitutes 
advanced grid modernization and thus must consider 
environmental impacts.  
 
 

The Kahana Solar Project will significantly reduce GHG emissions.  
 
Per Maui Electric, the above graph shows that the Project will significantly reduce GHG emissions 
compared to the avoided direct emissions.  
 
Per Maui Electric, an estimated 750,242 metric tons of CO2 equivalent (MT CO2e) of GHG emissions 
will be avoided during the 25-year term of the PPA. 

 
 

ENV-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENV-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 8 
 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 9 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 13 
 
 
 
 
 

RUNOFF 
 
Concern that the layout of the roads, which may facilitate 
runoff to makai areas, are designed to prevent spoilage of 
nearshore areas by, amongst other things, not being set in 
a straight mauka-makai direction.  
 
Nearshore areas makai of the project area could be 
adversely impacted by increases in runoff. 
 
As proposed, the project will be sited adjacent to the non-
perennial Mahinahina gulch stream at its southern border, 
the perennial Kahanaiki and Pulepule gulch streams along 
the middle of the project area, and the perennial Kahana 
stream would be the north boundary. The Honokohau 
ditch traverses the project area. 
 

 

Kahana Solar is working with West Maui Ridge to Reef Initiative, the Coral Reef Alliance, former MLP 
employee who worked in the area for over 40 years and current Associate Director of the West Maui 
Soil and Conservation District, contractor Westwood and others. (November 12, 2020 – J. Mancinelli, 
Kahana Solar-206) 
 

A Preliminary Stormwater Management Report was prepared by Westwood to address runoff issues. 
The report can be found on the Kahana Solar website.   
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ENV-8 

 
 
 

ENV-9 
 
 

ENV-10 

 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 14 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 15 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 20 

Prevent increased runoff to these gulch streams and 
increased pollution from the project entering these 
sensitive areas and waterways. 
 
Concern about the increase in runoff from project to the 
ocean waters. 
 
Concerns about project design, siting, and consequent 
impacts because it is located close to gulches known to 
convey runoff and to harbor native plants.  

 
 

ENV-11 
 
 
 
 
 

ENV-12 
 
 
 

ENV-13 
 
 

ENV-14 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 23 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 26 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 29 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 18 
December 28, 2020 - A. 
Kahookele 

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT, BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
 
Kahana Solar has proposed to use ungulates and various 
pesticides to manage vegetation in its Paeahu Solar LLC 
project in Kihei, Maui. Use of ungulates and pesticides may 
impact native plant life and contribute to runoff and 
pollution of West Maui public trust resources. 
 
Ensure vegetation plans for the project will not adversely 
impact West Maui natural resources and traditional and 
customary practices that rely on those resources. 
 
There is no vegetation under the Ku‘ia Solar project solar 
panels and the project contributes to runoff. 
 
Ensure the project does not harm native and listed flora 
and fauna of Honokowai and that appropriate mitigations 
are included in project conditions. 
 

 
 
A draft Biological Resources Survey report was completed. Vegetation management, plant and wildlife 
issues are addressed in the report. The report can be found on the Kahana Solar website.   
 
(November 12, 2020 – J. Mancinelli, Kahana Solar-206) Archaeological and environmental field surveys 
would be occurring over the next several months and that the results of these surveys as well as 
cultural, technical, and social considerations would be incorporated into project design where 
appropriate and commercially reasonable and that the results of the surveys would be shared with 
the community at subsequent open houses/meetings and on our website when they become 
available. 

 
 
 
 

Mr. A. Kahookele participated in a site visit to discuss his concerns. 

CULTURAL 
 
 

CUL-1 
 
 

 
 
April 3, 2021 S. Dias 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 16 

CULTURAL 
 
Interests in the appropriate and respectful treatment, 
protection, and preservation of historic properties that 
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CUL-2 

 
 
October 5, 2020 WMPA 
MOI@9 
October 27, 2020 – R. Hurley 
 
 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 19, 25, 28 
December 28, 2020 – A. 
Kahookele 

may be affected by the proposed project and that 
appropriate mitigations are included in project conditions.  
 
Concern that the Project could disturb historic and cultural 
sites as they have an interest in the appropriate and 
respectful treatment, protection and preservation of such 
sites.  
 
Land Rights 

An Archaeological Inventory Survey (AIS) and a Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) are being completed 
for the Project and will identify and propose best practices and recommendations for those properties 
and features that are identified.  

Kahana Solar will not block access to cultural practitioners (or other users of the land such as 
mountain bikers) to access areas mauka and makai of the Project area. Existing agricultural access 
roads will be left outside the Project’s fence line providing mauka-makai access through the Project 
parcels. 

The draft AIS report can be found on the Kahana Solar website.  

November 11, 2012 – J. Mancinelli, Kahana Solar-204) Kahana Solar has confirmed there are no 
unresolved land issues for the parcels in which the project is proposed. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
 
 

CO-1 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 31 
October 27, 2020 – R. Hurley 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH PLAN 
 
Significant community concerns.  
 

 
 
To date, Kahana Solar and its consultants have completed approximately one hundred such 
community meetings (including three virtual public Open Houses, one-on-one or small group in-
person, and community member and organization meetings) involving more than 150 hours of 
community outreach and engagement for the Project.  The purpose of the interviews was to listen for 
community concerns and perceptions about energy and the Kahana Solar Project, solicit input on the 
proposed Project, understand prevalent themes from the inputs, and capture advice for the Project. 
 
The interviews uncovered significant early support of the Kahana Solar Project. With few exceptions, 
however, the support came with conditions primarily centered on the assumption that the Project will 
help deliver more affordable electricity prices, will not harm the environment, and will give back to 
the community “perpetually.” 
 
Kahana Solar’s Community Outreach and Engagement Plan; Community Outreach and Engagement 
Consultation Report, Community Interviews:  Findings and Recommendations; Virtual Open House 
Recordings; Presentation Posters; the “Fast Facts” handout; and the Frequently Asked Questions 
handout; and other documents can be found on the Project website. 
 
(November 3, 2020 - J. Mancinelli, Kahana Solar-206) Kahana Solar is committed to meaningful 
community engagement and is guided by its key principles, including: 
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• We believe in the protection of the environment and in the responsible development of natural 
resources. We support a comprehensive and efficient regulatory and planning framework. 

• We believe that social acceptance is the cornerstone of successful project development and that 
strong projects are built on long-term cooperation with stakeholders and by working in 
collaboration with Indigenous and local communities. 

• We believe in long-term sustainable development that balances People, our Planet and  
• Prosperity. 
• We believe in lasting relationships with our employees, our partners, and our external 

stakeholders built on respect, transparency and integrity. 
 
 

CO-2 

 
 
October 5, 2020 – K. Nishiki 
MOI Declaration 17 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS 

Interested in ensuring that community benefits are 
allocated in ways that benefit West Maui communities. 
 
 

 
 
Through its community outreach and engagement approach on Maui and the community feedback 
received, Innergex came to recognize and understand the close-knit, nurturing bonds that have been 
formed by the physical remoteness of West Maui from the rest of Maui. This recognition combined 
with Innergex’s practice of tailoring relationships to respect the special character and priorities of 
communities was foundational to choosing meaningful ways to give back to residents.  See the 
“Community Interview: Findings and Recommendations” report on the Kahana Solar website for 
information gleaned from the community engagement process. 
 
The community benefits are intended to share Project benefits with the community over the long 
term and to recognize the value of the support from the local community for the Project.  Community 
benefits would begin when the Project commences commercial operation. It includes but is not 
limited to: 
 
Environmental Stewardship.  West Maui residents live, work, and play with the ocean as a backdrop 
on one side and Mauna Kahalawai on the other.  Ocean recreation activities, whether fishing, boating, 
surfing, paddling, sailing, and protection of the reefs and the mountains are extraordinarily important 
to the residents. In addition, the cultural sensitivities surrounding caring for the land are priorities for 
many.  In response, the Project benefit includes Dedicated funding to Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve, 
Annual Support to West Maui Cultural Organizations, and Partnering with COAL on stormwater BMPs. 
 
Education and Research. The West Maui community has formed an emotional tie and allegiance with 
its historic public and private schools.  The pride and depth of community support for the schools 
manifested itself in almost every interview conducted. The geographical isolation of West Maui has 
contributed to the bond between the community and its schools, both public and private. Many of the 
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schools do not have adequate resources or opportunities for students. The project is seen as a source 
of inspiration to the children of West Maui and represents a future and range of careers that children 
could aspire to. In response, the project benefit includes Annual Grant to Support Education and 
Training and Innergex as an Education Resource. 
 
Sponsorships. Opportunities abound within Maui’s robust non-profit sector and its year-round 
schedule of festivals, events, conferences, fundraisers, and other programs. Kahana Solar is 
committed to annually evaluating sponsorships and doing its share to target support to provide aid. 
 
Memberships. As a member in community organizations, Kahana Solar would have the opportunity to 
participate in specific programs that support the missions of the organizations and help to advance 
mutually held values and goals, in addition to sharing Innergex’s expertise in helping to solve the 
needs related to each organization’s missions and goals. 
 
Overall, the Project’s primary community benefit will be its contribution to Maui’s renewable energy 
goals as called out in the County of Maui’s Maui Island Plan 2030 as “renewable energy development 
will be critical to help the State of Hawaii and Maui County reduce energy costs, avoid the negative 
economic effects of volatile oil prices, reduce overdependence on oil, and increase energy security by 
reducing imports.”  One key advantage of utility scale solar projects with battery energy storage 
systems is that it benefits all users connected to the Maui Electric grid (residential, commercial, 
industrial).  The price of solar plus BESS in recent Maui Electric RFP’s is the lowest to date for 
renewable energy in the state and is cheaper than the cost of traditional fossil fuel generation. 
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LAW OFFICE OF RYAN D. HURLEY 
P.O. Box 19205 • Honolulu, HI 96817 • (808) 738-7610 • Ryan@rdhlawhi.com 

 
October 27, 2020 

SCHLACK ITO 
A Limited Liability Law Company 
Attention: Douglas A. Codiga 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street, Suite 1500 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

Re: Kahana Solar Project Discussion 
 
 
Aloha Mr. Codiga, 
 
Bianca Isaki and I have been retained to represent the West Maui Preservation Association 
("WMPA") in relation to the Kahana Solar, LLC Project's ("Project") Power Purchase 
Agreement1 ("PPA").  As we stated in our Motion to Intervene, WMPA is concerned about 
"preserving, protecting and restoring the natural and cultural environment of West Maui, 
including its lands, coasts, and nearshore waters."2  WMPA further seeks to ensure that any 
proposed project will utilize sustainable energy production practices that will preserve and 
protect West Maui natural and cultural resources, and that community voices are considered and 
engaged adequately in Commission procedures on the proposed PPA.  
 
WMPA is fully prepared to utilize any and all tools necessary to ensure the preservation and 
protection of West Maui and/or any rights WMPA, its directors and supporters may have.  
WMPA also understands the importance of clean renewable energy and supports it when 
developed, constructed, and managed properly. To that end, WMPA would like to have more 
serious and focused discussions about the Project and WMPA and the West Maui community's 
concerns as well as possible mitigation and community outreach strategies that may assist in 
better aligning the project development with the community. 
 
Please let us know if you have time for a short video or teleconference call sometime this week 
to begin discussions.  
 
 
Kindly, 
 
 
Ryan Hurley 
Attorney for WMPA 

 
1 See Maui Electric Company, Limited's Application; Exhibits 1-9; Verification; and Certificate of Service, filed on 
September 15, 2020 (Docket No. 2020-0142). 
 
2 See West Maui Preservation Association's Motion to Intervene or Alternatively for Participant status and Request 
for Contested Case; Memorandum in Support of Motion; Declaration of Kai Nishiki; Certificate of Service, filed on 
October 5, 2020 at 1. 

 



 

 

Douglas A. Codiga 
Attorney at Law 
 
DIRECT 808.523.6047 
dcodiga@schlackito.com 

MAIN  808.523.6040 
FAX 808.523.6030 
 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street • Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

November 2, 2020 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Ryan D. Hurley, Esq. 

Law Office of Ryan D. Hurley 

P.O. Box 19205 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

Ryan@rdhlawhi.com 

 

Re: Kahana Solar, LLC Project 

   

Dear Mr. Hurley: 

 

On behalf of Kahana Solar, LLC, this responds to your letter to the undersigned dated 

October 27, 2020 proposing discussions between Kahana Solar and your client the West Maui 

Preservation Association.  As explained below, Kahana Solar welcomes the opportunity for 

further discussions, consistent with the following remarks.  

Kahana Solar would be happy to engage in additional community outreach with members 

of the West Maui Preservation Association concerning the Kahana Solar project.  Your letter 

indicates that WMPA is concerned with “preserving, protecting and restoring the natural and 

cultural environment of West Maui, including its lands, coasts, and nearshore waters”; seeks to 

ensure the project will “preserve and protect West Maui natural and cultural resources”; and 

requests to discuss “possible mitigation” of project impacts as well as “community outreach 

strategies that may assist in better aligning the project development with the community.”  

Kahana Solar welcomes the opportunity to further engage with WMPA on these matters as part 

of its ongoing community outreach efforts.1 

As for the participants, Kahana Solar will defer to WMPA, and assumes members of 

WMPA’s board of directors, or other members and supporters, may be included.  Kahana Solar 

will ensure that its participants include members of the project development team with 

substantive knowledge about natural and cultural resources, permits and approvals, and related 

topics.  If WMPA would like for its counsel to attend these meetings, along with WMPA 

members, Kahana Solar has no objection and will do its best to ensure that its counsel will also 

attend. 

 
1  It is noted that to date Kahana Solar has engaged with WMPA in community outreach in conformance with the 

applicable requirements.  See, e.g., Maui Electric Company, Limited’s Application filed Sept. 15, 2020, Exhibit 8, 

“Consultation Report, Kahana Solar Project, Version 1 (Aug. 2020)” at 7, 12, 32.  Kahana Solar views community 

outreach as an ongoing process and looks forward to further engaging with WMPA on these matters. 
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In addition to community outreach involving members of WMPA and members of the 

Kahana Solar development team, your letter appears to propose that counsel for both parties 

initiate direct discussions separate and apart from the above-described community outreach 

process.  Assuming that is correct, the necessity for such direct communications between counsel 

at this time is unclear.  As you know, the Public Utilities Commission has opened a regulatory 

proceeding, Docket No. 2020-0142, concerning the request by Maui Electric Company, Limited 

to approve the Power Purchase Agreement for the Kahana Solar project.  Both Kahana Solar and 

WMPA have filed motions with the Commission seeking to intervene or participate in the 

proceeding, and Commission decisions on the motions are pending.   

Kahana Solar anticipates addressing legal matters pertaining to the project in the ordinary 

course of Docket No. 2020-0142 (assuming the parties are admitted) and is not aware of any 

other legal matters outside of that proceeding that are necessary to discuss with counsel for 

WMPA at this time.  If you would like to provide clarification in that regard, however, feel free 

to do so, as Kahana Solar remains open and committed to ongoing engagement with WMPA on 

these matters. 

Thank you for your attention to the foregoing. 

Very truly yours, 

SCHLACK ITO  
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW COMPANY 

 

/s/ Douglas A. Codiga 

Douglas A. Codiga 

 

DAC:mpm 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

November 3, 2020  

 

 

Ms. Kai Nishiki  

Vice President 

West Maui Preservation Association 

info@savewestmaui.com 

 

RE:  Kahana Solar Project 

Community Engagement with West Maui Preservation Association 
 

 

Aloha Kai 

 

Thank you again for meeting with us in June and offering your perspectives on the Kahana Solar 

Project.  We recently received the October 27 letter your counsel sent to our counsel.  As was 

shared with Ryan Hurley in September, Kahana Solar remains interested in meeting with the West 

Maui Preservation Association (WMPA) to provide an overview of the project.  We have been 

fortunate in having had meetings with many individuals and groups to date who provided invaluable 

feedback and welcome a similar exchange with WMPA’s Board of Directors and its other members 

or supporters (and WMPA’s counsel are also welcome to attend).  We always look to share 

information and to receive feedback that could improve the project in a commercially reasonable 

manner. 

 

As with every project Innergex develops, we are committed to meaningful community engagement 

for our Kahana Solar Project.  To achieve this, we are guided by several of our key principles 

including: 

 

• We believe in the protection of the environment and in the responsible development of 
natural resources. We support a comprehensive and efficient regulatory and planning 
framework. 
 

• We believe that social acceptance is the cornerstone of successful project development 
and that strong projects are built on long-term cooperation with stakeholders and by 
working in collaboration with Indigenous and local communities. 

 
• We believe in long-term sustainable development that balances People, our Planet and 

Prosperity. 
 

• We believe in lasting relationships with our employees, our partners, and our external 
stakeholders built on respect, transparency and integrity. 

 

mailto:info@savewestmaui.com
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As you may be aware, our extensive community outreach and engagement efforts on our Paeahu 

Solar Project resulted in several design changes based on community feedback. The community 

outreach for that project continues and as the project development proceeds further, community 

input will be considered at the appropriate time in the project design phase and will be incorporated 

if commercially reasonable. Making commercially reasonable design changes based on this 

feedback to improve the project is critical to ensure a successful project that balances 

archaeological, cultural, environmental, technical, economic, and consultation (social) inputs.    
 

Kahana Solar strives to be a respectful, long-term neighbor and has to-date committed to providing 

the following benefits to the local community: 

 

• Dedicated Funding to the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve. Maui Land & Pineapple 

Company (MLP) owns and manages the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve. It is the largest 

private nature preserve on Maui and encompasses 8,304 acres. MLP employs five full-time 

conservationists to manage and protect the area. Kahana Solar has met representatives of 

MLP and the Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve to more fully understand the mission and 

priorities of the Preserve and has confirmed its support of the Preserve over the life of the 

project. 

 

• Support Cultural Resource Work of the Aha Moku. Kahana Solar will work with the Aha 

Moku O Ka’anapali and their leadership to find ways to assist them with cultural program 

work within the Kahana ahupua’a. 

 

• Annual Grant to Support Energy Efficiency. Kahana Solar is committed to an annual grant 

program to a non-profit(s) to offset the costs of incorporating energy efficiency measures or 

installing solar energy at their facilities. The goal would be to help the organization achieve 

operating savings that would then free up funds for tangible program work. Grant 

guidelines, including the deadline for applications, would be developed and publicized at 

least annually. 

 

• Local Employment & Contracting. Construction and operation phases will create benefits in 

terms of new employment opportunities, as well as the use of local suppliers and services. 

Preference would be given to retaining local persons, consultants, businesses and 

contractors throughout the development of the project. 

 

• Sponsorships. Opportunities abound within Maui’s robust non-profit sector and its year-

round schedule of festivals, events, conferences, fundraisers, etc. Kahana Solar is 

committed to annually evaluating sponsorships and doing its share to target support to 

assist them. 

 

• Memberships. As a member in community organizations, Kahana Solar would have the 

opportunity to participate in specific programs that support the missions of the organizations 

and help to advance mutually-held values and goals. 
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We look forward to continuing to engage with your organization – please let us know a convenient 

time to meet virtually.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me personally, my 

colleague Eddie, or our Maui team, Jeanne Skog and Teena Rasmussen if you have any questions 

or comments.   

 

Mahalo 

 

Kahana Solar LLC 

 

Julia Mancinelli 
 

Julia Mancinelli  

Director - Environment 

Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. 

jmancinelli@innergex.com 

 

c.c. Eddie Park – Innergex (EPark@innergex.com) 

Jeanne Skog – Skog Rasmussen LLC (jskog@skograsmussen.com) 

 Teena Rasmussen – Skog Rasmussen LLC (trasmussen@skograsmussen.com)  

 

 

mailto:jmancinelli@innergex.com
mailto:EPark@innergex.com
mailto:jskog@skograsmussen.com
mailto:trasmussen@skograsmussen.com


P. O. Box 11150
Lahaina, HI 96761

November 5, 2020

Doug Codiga, Esq.
Schlack Ito
Topa Financial Center
745 Fort Street, Suite 1500
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Kahana Solar Project

Dear Mr. Codiga,
 

As you may be aware, I am the general counsel to the West Maui Preservation Association. I 
have recently been forwarded letters from both yourself, dated November 2, 2020 and Julia 
Mancinelli of  Innergex, dated November 3, 2020 in response to Mr. Ryan Hurley's October 27, 2020
letter to you. As WMPA's representative, I would like to respond and communicate directly with Ms.
Mancinelli, however, because she is represented by counsel and the unusual situation where both I 
and the President of  WMPA are licensed attorneys, we are seeking your consent to directly 
communicate with Ms. Mancinell as Innergex's representative. Mr. Hurley and Ms. Isaki consent to 
me communicating with you directly on this matter.

When Innergex's consultants spoke with WMPA's Vice President Kai Nishiki in June, it was 
WMPA's understanding that this was an introductory meeting and that other, more in-depth 
meetings would follow in the future. At the June meeting, Innergex's consultants agreed to provide 
WMPA with specific information expressed regarding community concerns including storm water 
runoff, protection of  native plants, community benefits, and a plan for resolving land title issues, 
prior to the next meeting with WMPA. WMPA has yet to receive any of  the promised information, 
updates or further outreach.

While waiting for the above discussed information/ documents, Maui Electric Company, 
Limited filed an application seeking approval of  a Power Purchase Agreement with Kahana Solar, 
LLC on September 15, 2020.  Given the lack of  information provided by the developer up to that 
point, WMPA has filed a motion to intervene or participate in Docket No. 2020-0142.

As was stated in the Mr. Hurley's letter, WMPA “understands the importance of  clean 
renewable energy and supports it when developed, constructed, and managed properly.”  WMPA 
believes that for this to happen, project developers must make iterative community outreach by 
which major updates are made public and community input it sought, a critical, and ongoing part of  
the development process. 

In Docket No. 2018-0433 relating to the solar project in South Maui, Dr. Brian Richardson 
noted that “One element of  an effective community engagement process, beyond the allying of  
concerns, is that the actual project is improved from the feedback. The process should be seen as an 
opportunity to create a better project for all concerned.”1  Dr. Richardson believes one way to 

1See Pono Power Coalitions Response to Division of  Consumer Advocacy's Eight Submission of  Information Requests,
filed on November 14, 2019, in Docket No. 2018-0433, PPC Response to CA-PPC-IR-17.



achieve this is through the “creation of  an entity, such as a task force, that is disconnected from the 
particular interest of  the project, an entity that can exist overtime and be composed of  experts and 
citizens that can engage with the plan from the very beginning.” WMPA agrees with this sentiment, 
and would be interested in participating in such a task force should Innergex choose to create one.

In relation to document transparency, Dr. Richardson notes that the “community needs to 
believe that they have access to all the documents they need…. They ought to be able to see the 
history of  the documents and to access all documents in useful ways. They ought to be able to 
request additional documents. In addition, it's important to recognize the role that not all 
community members have access to the Internet and so it would be important to ensure that an 
alternative forms of  access are available….”2  

WMPA believes that issues related to access of  information has only been heightened by the 
onset of  the ongoing COVID-19 global pandemic. For example, the only planned public community
meeting for the Kahana Solar Project was moved entirely online due to pandemic. This move to an 
online only forum likely limited sections of  the community that might not have access to the 
necessary internet and/ or technology needed to participate.

Finally, Innergex's letters notes that community outreach for the Kahana Solar Project will 
be considered and “incorporated if  commercially reasonable.” In this regard, WMPA believes that 
the earlier community issues are discovered, discussed and addressed, the more “commercially 
reasonable” mitigation measure will be, and therefore more likely to be adopted. 

Given this, WMPA seeks to avoid prolonged and expensive regulatory proceedings by 
resolving community concerns directly with the developer  as early in the development process such 
that any appropriate measures needed to help mitigate community concerns have a greater chance 
of  success. To that end, WMPA is interested in direct negotiations or some other form of  alternative
dispute resolution to resolve community concerns. 

WMPA has been involved in numerous agency contested cases and litigation seeking to 
protect West Maui and address community concerns with development for nearly twenty years. In 
those years, WMPA's experience has been that developers who are able to resolve community 
concerns early and voluntarily have the highest community buy in and success.

Please let us know if  Innergex is willing to either negotiate directly or through another 
method of  alternative dispute resolution and whether we have your consent to directly communicate
with Julia Mancinelli and other Innergex representatives.

Very truly yours,

LANCE D COLLINS
WMPA

c: Ryan Hurley, Esq.
Bianca Isaki, Esq.
A. U'ilani Tanigawa-Lum, Esq., President, WMPA
Kai Nishiki, Vice-President, WMPA

2Id, PPC Response to CA-PPC-IR-18.



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

November 12, 2020  

 

Mr. Lance D Collins  

General Counsel 

West Maui Preservation Association 

info@savewestmaui.com 

 

RE:  Kahana Solar Project 

Community Engagement with West Maui Preservation Association 
 

 

Dear Mr. Collins 

 

On May 8, Innergex learned that the Kahana Solar Project had been one of the proposals selected 

by Maui Electric in its Phase 2 RFP. As intended, we prepared to execute on the community 

outreach and engagement plan. Hosting meetings with residents and groups from West Maui to 

obtain their perspectives and/or insights about the site and to understand their priorities, values and 

concerns was an immediate priority. We were pleased that Kai Nishiki, past President and current 

Vice President of the West Maui Preservation Association, was among many who agreed to meet 

with Innergex and our ground team, Skog Rasmussen (SR), to share thoughts and pose questions 

about the project. 

 

The meeting with Ms. Nishiki in June was informative and helpful. As has been the case with the 

numerous other group and individual meetings we have had, she inquired about various aspects of 

the project and offered suggestions of people who might be helpful. It was our understanding from 

the meeting that there was no formal request from her on various topics that were raised; we 

offered to keep her informed as new information became available as we usually do with our 

interviews. In regard to the concerns identified in your November 5, 2020 letter (i.e. storm water 

runoff, protection of native plants, community benefits, and a plan for resolving land title issues), we 

have added the actions we took as a result below: 

 

• Storm Water Runoff. During the June meeting, we noted that environmental field studies for 

biological and waterways were commencing and would be continuing over the coming several 

months. The information obtained from the field studies would be taken into consideration as we 

move forward with the design and permitting of the project. We noted that one thing that is 

always top of mind for us, especially in West Maui, is drainage, and that this would be another 

key assessment and design effort in the development process.   

 

Ms. Nishiki recommended that we speak with Tova Calendar of the Ridge to Reef Initiative as 

they have done a lot of work on drainage and restoration of gulches in this area, including 

consultation work for Pulelehua. 

 

mailto:info@savewestmaui.com
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Subsequently, we met with Tova Calendar on June 22 which was very helpful. We will continue 

to tap her considerable expertise to guide our planning and design. We also presented a project 

overview to the board members of Ridge to Reef on September 10. They freely shared their 

thoughts, recommendations, and questions about the project. In addition, we have taken the 

opportunity to meet with the Maui County Department of Public Works; Maui County Office of 

Climate Action, Sustainability, and Resiliency; and CORAL in which they shared examples and 

BMPs that we will be reviewing and assessing in relation to applicability to a solar project.   

 

We have had several meetings and phone calls with Wes Nohara who has readily shared his 

knowledge of the site (and West Maui) gained over his many decades with Maui Land & 

Pineapple Company including managing the fields which encompass the site. His assistance 

thus far has included a multi-disciplinary site visit on October 19 with the project’s engineering, 

environment, and outreach consultants.   

 

• Protection of Native Plants.  From our notes of the June meeting, protection of native plants was 

not specifically brought up. Nevertheless, we did share that archaeological and environmental 

field surveys would be occurring over the next several months and that the results of these 

surveys as well as cultural, technical, and social considerations would be incorporated into 

project design where appropriate and commercially reasonable and that the results of the 

surveys would be shared with the community at subsequent open houses/meetings and on our 

website when they become available. 

 

• Community Benefits.  The topic of community benefits was brought up which led to a discussion 

on rates for electricity and the cost of it being out of reach for many who then have to “sweat it 

out” during very hot days. Our understanding from the meeting is that Ms. Nishiki supports solar 

power as a solution to reducing electricity costs whether it be for workforce/affordable projects, 

county services (e.g. pumping for wastewater treatment/injection wells), and for those that 

cannot afford or do not have the space for rooftop solar (e.g. renters, businesses, etc.). The 

fact that utility scale projects will provide energy to the utility for substantially less than the 

current cost of generation was well received. 

 

As we shared, one of key advantages of utility scale solar projects with battery energy storage 

systems (BESS) is that it benefits all users connected to the Maui Electric grid (residential, 

commercial, industrial). The price of solar plus BESS in recent Maui Electric RFP’s is the lowest 

to date for renewable electricity in the state and is cheaper than the cost of traditional fossil fuel 

generation. 

 

With the execution of the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA), we can now share that the 

Kahana Solar Project will provide a fixed, long-term price of 8.9 cents per kWh for 25-years, in 

place of the volatile prices of fossil fuels, and is anticipated to put downward pressure on 

electricity rates. In addition, Maui Electric has identified other project benefits in the Power 

Purchase Agreement including, but not limited to, that: 

o The Project is capable of generating up to 74,621 MWh per year providing Maui Electric 

with flexible, semi-dispatchable renewable energy to approximately 11,600 homes; 
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o The Project will reduce customer exposure to fuel price volatility by adding renewable 

generation at a fixed price, which will result in reduced fossil fuel consumption; 

o The Project is expected to increase Maui Electric’s 2025 RPS by up to 6.5 percentage 

points; 

o The Project has the potential to displace about 1,888,548 barrels of fossil fuel over the 

term of the PPA; and 

o The Project’s estimated greenhouse gas emissions net reduction over the life of the 

project is 750,242 metric tons. 

 

We also discussed the importance of education and employment opportunities and confirmed 

that Innergex’s preference is to always hire locally.  We have met with UHMC’s Chancellor and 

his staff to discuss their programs for training solar installers, electricians, and other 

construction workers to prepare for upcoming workforce opportunities (which will serve our 

project as well as other solar farms in the offing). 

 

A current description of Project and Community Benefits can be found on the Community 

section of our project website:  kahanasolarproject.com. In our letter dated November 3 to 

WMPA, we provided a detailed summary of Community Benefits. 

 

• Plan for Resolving Land Title Issues.  From our records of the meetings with Ms. Nishiki and 

WMPA’s attorney, a plan for resolving land title issues was not brought up. Nevertheless, we 

confirmed that there are no unresolved land title issues for the parcels in which the project is 

proposed.   

 

Invitations were sent to Ms. Nishiki and WMPA to attend a more in-depth Virtual Open House 

meeting on July 7, 2020. Ms. Nishiki informed us afterwards that she was unable to attend but to let 

us know when there are future ones. Our team let her know that there would be more open houses 

and we would notify her of them and invited her to contact us any time should she or WMPA have 

input or receive input from the community they would like to share.   

 

To date, we have not received any follow-up from Ms. Nishiki or WMPA detailing any input or 

concerns they have received from the community. The only follow-up was an email from WMPA’s 

attorneys on September 12 to SR requesting a Zoom call to introduce themselves. During the Zoom 

call no concerns were raised and SR recommended that the next steps on outreach would be to 

arrange a meeting with WMPA’s board and anyone else WMPA wished to invite to present an 

overview of the project as has been done for other groups and asked that they recommend 

available dates. SR has not heard back from WMPA’s attorney about that step since that call. After 

a very cordial and informative initial meeting in June —as we have had with many other community 

groups from West Maui— we were surprised and puzzled that the next communication was from 

WMPA’s attorney followed by filing a Motion in the PUC docket.   

 

As described in our Community Outreach and Engagement Plan, ongoing interactions with the 

community is key to understanding the array of possible perspectives on the project and capturing 

local knowledge about the site to guide planning and design decisions. Contrary to what is implied 

in the letter from WMPA, in line with COVID-19 restrictions and best practice guidelines, we have 
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effectively employed electronic options (Zoom, WebEx, MS Teams, etc.) for interacting with the 

community in a way that limits community exposure and puts community residents health first. In-

person interviews and presentations have continued to be offered—and accepted—following 

guidelines in controlled environments using masks and social distancing.  We feel fortunate that all 

of the organizations who have met with us have publicized the opportunity with their members 

which has resulted in drawing attendance to these meetings.   

 

Kahana Solar takes the health and safety of our staff, consultants, contractors and the West Maui 

community members seriously. While our preference is to meet community members in person, it is 

also our responsibility to ensure when planning community engagement occasions that they adhere 

to orders and guidance set forth by the State of Hawaii and the County of Maui as well as Innergex 

policies and guidelines. Open houses, like the one we hosted on July 7 for the public and other 

stakeholders to engage with the project team on the Project, will continue to be offered following 

proper protocols. We would note that on-line meetings are a nice complement to a physical open 

house because not everyone can get to a physical location. When conditions allow for larger in-

person gatherings, we will plan accordingly.   

 

We have sent personalized emails to individuals and stakeholders, advertised in both online and 

print mediums, have been guests on a local Maui radio talk show in which we have made our 

mailing address, email address, website, and phone numbers available, as well as offered to 

engage in formats to accommodate the challenges and restrictions of this unprecedented public 

health crisis.   

 

Kahana Solar is working hard to develop the project in a responsible manner. Input from community 

engagement and information learned from the upcoming studies (which we will share with the 

community for further input) is part of our responsible development practice. We look forward to 

working with stakeholders, such as WMPA, community members, and all other interested parties in 

a constructive and mutually respectful environment to ensure a successful project that balances 

environmental, social and economic needs. 

 

Mahalo 

 

Kahana Solar LLC 

 

Julia Mancinelli 
 

Julia Mancinelli  

Director - Environment 

Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. 

jmancinelli@innergex.com 

 

c.c. Eddie Park – Innergex (EPark@innergex.com) 

Jeanne Skog – Skog Rasmussen LLC (jskog@skograsmussen.com) 

 Teena Rasmussen – Skog Rasmussen LLC (trasmussen@skograsmussen.com)  

mailto:jmancinelli@innergex.com
mailto:EPark@innergex.com
mailto:jskog@skograsmussen.com
mailto:trasmussen@skograsmussen.com


 

Douglas A. Codiga 
Attorney at Law 
 
DIRECT 808.523.6047 
dcodiga@schlackito.com 

MAIN  808.523.6040 
FAX 808.523.6030 
 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street • Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

November 12, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Lance D. Collins, Esq. 
General Counsel 
West Maui Preservation Association 
lawyer@maui.net 
 

Re: Kahana Solar, LLC Project 
   

Dear Mr. Collins: 
 

On behalf of Kahana Solar, LLC, this responds to your letter to the undersigned dated 
November 5, 2020 concerning the above-referenced Kahana Solar project (“Project”).  Kahana 
Solar appreciates the opportunity to continue to engage with West Maui Preservation Association 
about the Project, including through you as WMPA’s General Counsel. 

In response to the specific request in your November 5 letter, Kahana Solar affirms that it 
has no objection to you (on behalf of WMPA as its General Counsel) communicating directly 
with Ms. Julia Mancinelli, Director – Environment, for the limited purpose of community 
outreach matters pertaining to the Project.  By providing this consent Kahana Solar expressly 
reserves all rights and does not waive the attorney-client privilege.  Ms. Mancinelli can be 
reached by e-mail at JMancinelli@innergex.com.  

Your letter also proposes that Kahana Solar “negotiate directly or through another 
method of alternative dispute resolution” to address “community concerns.”  For clarity, and as 
explained in my November 2 letter to Mr. Hurley, the necessity for any such negotiations or 
alternative dispute resolution at this time is unclear – to the extent it would be separate and apart 
from the ongoing community engagement process.  Kahana Solar remains firmly committed to 
further community engagement with WMPA and anticipates addressing legal matters pertaining 
to the Project in the ordinary course of Docket No. 2020-0142 (assuming the parties are 
admitted).  If you would like to provide clarification please do so as Kahana Solar remains open 
and committed to ongoing engagement with WMPA on these matters.  Given that Kahana Solar 
has now consented to your direct communications with Ms. Mancinelli, presumably WMPA will 
have a satisfactorily direct means of raising its specific concerns and offering any proposed 
improvements it may have for the Project.   

Your November 5 letter discusses several aspects of the Project which Kahana Solar is 
happy to further clarify and share additional information about.  Accordingly, Kahana Solar will 
send you a detailed letter responding to WMPA’s comments and concerns about the Project as 
set forth in your letter.  This response will include status updates and additional information, as 
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well as clarifications and explanations concerning these items.  The purpose of the letter is to 
further engage with WMPA as part of the outreach process for the Project. 

Although this response from Kahana Solar will address many of the items in your 
November 5 letter, the following briefly touches on some of these items.  As an initial matter, 
your letter affirms that one element of an effective community engagement process is that the 
actual project is improved from the feedback and that the process should provide an opportunity 
to create a better project for all concerned.  Kahana Solar strongly agrees and, as has been noted, 
always welcomes feedback that could improve the Project in a commercially reasonable manner. 

Similarly, although your letter suggests there was no further outreach to WMPA 
following the meeting Kahana Solar had with WMPA on June 18, 2020, Kahana Solar is aware 
of further communications with WMPA after that meeting, and in any event welcomes the 
opportunity to continue to engage with WMPA.  Your letter also suggests WMPA filed a motion 
to intervene or participate in Docket No. 2020-0142 due to lack of sufficient engagement with 
Kahana Solar, although it is unclear why WMPA chose to invest the time and effort in filing a 
motion with the Commission if simply responding to Kahana Solar’s follow-up communications 
would have resulted in WMPA having more information about the Project as well as answers to  
its questions.  Finally, your letter mentions the possible creation of an independent “task force,” 
which Kahana Solar declines to pursue for the same reasons explained in Docket No. 2018-0433.   

Thank you for your attention to the foregoing. 

Very truly yours, 
SCHLACK ITO  
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW COMPANY 
 
/s/ Douglas A. Codiga 
Douglas A. Codiga 

 
DAC:mpm 



P. O. Box 11150
Lahaina, HI 96761

November 12, 2020

Doug Codiga, Esq.
Schlack Ito
Topa Financial Center
745 Fort Street, Suite 1500
Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Kahana Solar Project

Dear Mr. Codiga,
 

Thank you for your letter today permitting me to communicate with Julia Manicelli for the 
limited purpose of  receiving marketing information about the project. If  and when Innergex is 
interested in sitting down to directly negotiate about community concerns or engage in some other 
form of  alternative dispute resolution with WMPA about community concerns, please let us know.

Until permission to communicate directly with Julia Manicelli or other Innergex personnel 
with authority to resolve community concerns over substantive matters is granted by you, I will 
continue to direct all communications to you in an abundance of  caution. Please let us know when 
that changes.

In the meantime, WMPA will await receipt of  previously promised specific information 
regarding the project by Innergex's consultants to Vice President Kai Nishiki.

Very truly yours,

LANCE D COLLINS
WMPA

c: Ryan Hurley, Esq.
Bianca Isaki, Esq.
A. U'ilani Tanigawa-Lum, Esq., President, WMPA
Kai Nishiki, Vice-President, WMPA



 

 

Douglas A. Codiga 
Attorney at Law 
 
DIRECT 808.523.6047 
dcodiga@schlackito.com 

MAIN  808.523.6040 
FAX 808.523.6030 
 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street • Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

December 9, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Lance D. Collins, Esq. 
General Counsel 
West Maui Preservation Association 
lawyer@maui.net 
 

Re: Kahana Solar, LLC Project 
   

Dear Mr. Collins: 
 

On behalf of Kahana Solar, LLC, this follows on your letter to the undersigned dated 
November 12, 2020 and offers additional opportunities for continued dialogue about the Kahana 
Solar project (“Project”). 

As an initial matter, a Kahana Solar Project Virtual Open House is scheduled for later 
today, December 9, 2020, at 5:30 PM.  I understand the Kahana Solar team has sent invitations 
to WMPA contacts.  Additional details and information about how to join the Virtual Open 
House are available at www.kahanasolarproject.com. 

In addition to the Virtual Open House, Kahana Solar welcomes the opportunity meet with 
you and other members and supporters of WMPA.  The purpose would be to explore whether 
there may be any commercially reasonable modifications to the Project that may address 
WMPA’s concerns.  The meeting would build off of prior engagement with WMPA, including 
the November 12, 2020 letter to WMPA which discusses storm water runoff, protection of native 
plants, community benefits, and land title issues, and the November 3, 2020 letter to WMPA 
which discusses community benefits.  Kahana Solar will ensure that its participants include 
members of the Project development team with substantive knowledge on the relevant topics and 
the undersigned counsel will also attend.1  

Such a meeting would allow additional information sharing and clarification of certain 
aspects of the outreach process.  For example, your November 12, 2020 letter states that Kahana 
Solar authorized you to communicate with Ms. Julia Mancinelli for the “limited purpose of 
receiving marketing information” and refers to “sitting down to directly negotiate about 
community concerns” with personnel having the “authority to resolve community concerns over 
substantive matters[.]”  For clarity, Ms. Mancinelli is a member of the Project development team 
with substantive knowledge and information about the Project that exceeds “marketing 

 
1  Due in part to COVID-19-related travel restrictions, the meeting would be conducted online using Zoom or similar 
platform.    
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information.”  In addition, Ms. Mancinelli represents Kahana Solar with regard to responding to 
community concerns and identifying any potential commercially reasonable Project 
modifications, and this appears consistent with your request for direct discussions to address 
community concerns.  

Finally, Kahana Solar welcomes any further details WMPA may be able to provide 
describing its specific concerns about the Project.  This will allow Kahana Solar to continue to 
engage collaboratively with WMPA in identifying potential commercially reasonable changes to 
the Project, if any.  Although not a prerequisite to meeting, if WMPA is able to provide written 
materials that describe and explain its concerns in greater detail, in advance of the meeting, that 
would be helpful. 

Very truly yours, 
SCHLACK ITO  
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW COMPANY 
 
/s/ Douglas A. Codiga 
Douglas A. Codiga 

 
DAC:mpm 
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December 10, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
SCHLACK ITO 
A Limited Liability Law Company 
Attention: Douglas A. Codiga 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street, Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
 

Re: Innergex’s Kahana Solar project, Lahaina, Maui  
 
 
Dear Mr. Codiga, 
 
 We are in receipt of your letter dated December 9, 2020 to Lance D. Collins concerning 
Innergex’s open house for the Kahana Solar project in Lahaina, Maui (Project). Though Mr. 
Collins is West Maui Preservation Association’s (WMPA) general counsel, myself and Bianca 
Isaki have been retained to specifically address Innergex’s Project and its related development. I 
attended Innergex's December 9, 2020 open house via webex, thank you for the reminder. 
 
 Your letter sought clarification concerning the purpose of proposed alternative dispute 
resolution and further information on WMPA’s specific concerns with the Project. To clarify, 
these concerns are ways the Project would infringe on WMPA’s rights and interests and reasons 
WMPA would oppose its approval. Many of these concerns are specified in WMPA’s Petition to 
Intervene, filed with the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) on October 5, 2020 and Mr. Collins’ 
November 5, 2020 letter to you. These concerns include stormwater runoff, protection of native 
plants, wildfire prevention, a plan for resolving land title issues, and ensuring any community 
benefits associated with the Project are allocated in ways that meaningfully benefit West Maui 
communities.  
 

As currently proposed, many of the Project studies will not be completed until after the 
anticipated date of PUC approval and information Innergex agreed to provide, has NOT yet been 
forthcoming. Your letter indicates confusion as to why WMPA would intervene in the PUC 
docket instead of following up with Innergex to obtain this information. Please consider this 
letter a further “follow-up” to WMPA’s earlier requests for information. 

 
WMPA is also concerned with community outreach procedures. WMPA’s November 5, 

2020 letter raised potential structural solutions to these procedures, which solutions were 
recommended by Dr. Brian Richardson.  We understand Innergex declines to address these 
issues through the recommended creation of an independent task force and look forward to 
Innergex’s proposals for other ways of addressing structure problems.   

 
Beyond the lack of information issues, the project’s community benefits primarily consist 

in contributions to landowner, Maui Land and Pine’s (MLP) watershed preserve program and an 
annual grant program administered by Innergex. The lack of community control over resources 
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that are supposed to benefit the community is another structural issue that could be rectified by 
creating an independent entity disconnected from the Project that would administer community 
benefits.  

 
We welcome Innergex’s proposals for ways of going forward to address WMPA’s 

specific concerns and reaffirm our willingness to engage in mediation. If, given the new 
information provided above, Project developers are still interested in starting meaningful 
discussion about WMPA's concerns and rights, WMPA and its representatives would welcome 
the discussion (via zoom or similar platform) 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RYAN D. HURLEY 
LAW OFFICE OF RYAN D. HURLEY 
Attorney for West Maui Preservation Association, Inc. 

 



 

 

Douglas A. Codiga 
Attorney at Law 
 
DIRECT 808.523.6047 
dcodiga@schlackito.com 

MAIN  808.523.6040 
FAX 808.523.6030 
 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street • Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

December 18, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Ryan D. Hurley, Esq. 
Law Office of Ryan D. Hurley 
P.O. Box 19205 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ryan@rdhlawhi.com 
 

Re: Kahana Solar, LLC Project 
   

Dear Mr. Hurley: 
 

On behalf of Kahana Solar, LLC, this follows on your letter to the undersigned dated 
December 10, 2020 and offers additional opportunities for continued dialogue about the Kahana 
Solar project (“Project”).   

Kahana Solar Welcomes a Meeting with WMPA 

With regard to a meeting of the parties, Kahana Solar once again reiterates that it 
welcomes the opportunity to meet with you and other members and supporters of WMPA.  The 
purpose would be to explore whether there may be any commercially reasonable modifications 
to the Project that may address WMPA’s concerns.  Kahana Solar will ensure that its participants 
include members of the Project development team with substantive knowledge on the relevant 
topics and the undersigned counsel will also attend.1  May I ask that you or another 
representative of WMPA please contact Ms. Julia Mancinelli (JMancinelli@innergex.com) of 
Kahana Solar to propose WMPA’s preferred date and time for such a meeting at your earliest 
convenience.   

The meeting would build off of the prior and ongoing engagement with WMPA as part of 
the community outreach process for the Project, including but not limited to:  (1) a meeting with 
WMPA representative Ms. Kai Nishiki on June 18, 2020 to discuss WMPA’s views about the 
Project, and follow-up e-mail correspondence; (2) the September 15, 2020 meeting you and Ms. 
Bianca Isaki, Esq. attended with Kahana Solar’s consultant Skog Rasmussen LLC, concerning 
the community outreach process and Skog Rasmussen’s proposed meeting with WMPA’s board 
of directors and members; (3) the November 2, 2020 letter from the undersigned, which proposes 
a meeting of the parties and further community outreach, and affirms Kahana Solar’s counsel 
will attend as per WMPA’s request; (4) the November 3, 2020 letter from Kahana Solar which 

 
1  Due in part to COVID-19-related travel restrictions, the meeting would be conducted online using Webex or 
similar platform.    
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discusses community benefits associated with the Project in detail; (5) the November 12, 2020 
letter from the undersigned which again proposes a meeting of the parties, and affirms that 
WMPA’s counsel may contact Ms. Mancinelli directly to discuss any of WMPA’s identified 
concerns; (6) the November 12, 2020 letter from Kahana Solar which addresses WMPA’s 
identified concerns (e.g., storm water runoff, protection of native species, etc.); (7) the December 
9, 2020 letter from the undersigned which yet again proposes a meeting of the parties to further 
the community outreach process, and suggests WMPA may wish to provide written comments 
explaining its substantive concerns and identifying potential commercially reasonable 
modifications, if any, to address these concerns; and (8) the December 9, 2020 Virtual Open 
House, which you and other representatives of WMPA attended and asked questions which were 
responded to by Kahana Solar as part of the community outreach process. 

In summary, Kahana Solar has contacted WMPA representatives and provided detailed 
written and verbal responses to WMPA’s concerns on multiple occasions, and stands ready to 
continue the dialogue and further discuss WMPA’s concerns.  Kahana Solar’s request at this 
time is that WMPA contact Ms. Mancinelli to schedule a meeting of the parties and consider 
providing more detailed written comments about any outstanding concerns it may have to 
facilitate the ongoing process. 

Kahana Solar Continues to Address Substantive Issues 

With regard to substantive issues, based on the correspondence to date and the motion to 
intervene or participate filed by WMPA in Docket No. 2020-0142, Kahana Solar understands 
WMPA’s concerns focus on storm water runoff, protection of native plants, community benefits, 
and purported land title issues.   

As you know, each of these issues is addressed in detail in the November 12, 2020 letter 
from Kahana Solar noted above, as well as publicly available documents and information 
available on the Project website.2  A concern about wildfire prevention was addressed in the 
December 9 Virtual Open House.  Additional information is available in the Application filed in 
Docket No. 2020-0142, and Kahana Solar has further addressed these issues in the Virtual Open 
Houses, including the December 9, 2020 session which WMPA attended.  Kahana Solar 
emphasizes that it is available to continue dialoguing with WMPA to address its concerns 
through the meeting of the parties that WMPA has requested, as well as through e-mails or other 
forms of communication as may be convenient for WMPA representatives. 

Kahana Solar agrees that further dialogue may help to clarify potential aspects of the 
Project.  For example, your December 10 letter appears to criticize Kahana Solar’s support for 
the Puu Kukui Watershed Preserve (“Preserve”), asserting that the Project’s community benefits 

 
2  Innergex, “Kahana Solar Energy Storage and Battery Project,” available at 
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/kahana/  
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“primarily consist in contributions to the landowner, Maui Land and Pine (MLP) watershed 
preserve program[.]”  As you may be aware, the Preserve provides numerous conservation 
benefits to the local community.  The Preserve is the largest private nature preserve in the state 
of Hawaii, extending across more than 9,000 acres from mauka to makai on Mauiʻs West side.  It 
is home to some of the rarest endangered flora and fauna in the islands and is a vital water source 
for Maui’s community.  The Preserve incorporates the “ancestral wisdom of Hawaiian elders 
[which] has been laid as the foundation for conservation efforts in the preserve; providing a 
culturally sensitive and informed approach to managing the thriving native ecosystem of Puʻu 
Kukui.”  Conservation actions at the Preserve include non-native invasive species control, weed 
control, monitoring, research and protecting rare species.3   

Given these important attributes and outstanding benefits to the broader West Maui 
community and ecosystem, it is unclear why support for the Preserve would be characterized as a 
contribution or benefit to MLP.  Kahana Solar trusts that further dialogue – and a meeting of the 
parties – may help to clarify this and other similar concerns about the Project. 

Additional Input from WMPA Would Aid the Process 

In summary, as an aid to the community outreach process and to help ensure Kahana 
Solar is able to respond to WMPA’s concerns, Kahana Solar respectfully requests the following: 

• Please contact Ms. Mancinelli to schedule a meeting of the parties, or if WMPA is 
not available or interested in such a meeting at this time please advise. 

• Assuming there is a meeting, we would request that WMPA provide more detail 
as to its specific concerns about the Project in the areas of storm water runoff, 
protection of native plants, wildfire prevention, community benefits and any other 
substantive concerns. 

• We would also request that WMPA be prepared to explain and discuss in detail 
potential commercially reasonable modifications to the Project, if any, that may 
address WMPA’s concerns. 

• Although not a prerequisite to meeting, please consider providing written 
comments in advance of the meeting detailing WMPA’s specific concerns in any 
of the foregoing substantive areas, as this will help ensure Kahana Solar is able to 
provide responses at the meeting. 

• Your December 10 letter refers to information Kahana Solar “agreed to provide, 
has NOT been forthcoming,” and “lack of information issues.”  Kahana Solar is 

 
3  Id.   
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not aware of any such missing information and requests that you describe it in 
detail to allow this to be addressed. 

• Your December 10 letter appears to propose than an “independent entity 
disconnected from the Project . . . would administer community benefits.”  Please 
explain whether it is proposed that WMPA serve as this independent entity, and if 
so whether WMPA is proposing that it control the administration of community 
benefits to be provided by the Project to the broader West Maui community. 

Kahana Solar would appreciate responses by WMPA to these items as an aid to continued 
fruitful dialogue in the community outreach process.  Kahana Solar respects and values WMPA’s 
participation in the process, and will be able to best address these matters to the extent WMPA 
provides sufficient detail about its specific concerns. 

Very truly yours, 
SCHLACK ITO  
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW COMPANY 
 
/s/ Douglas A. Codiga 
Douglas A. Codiga 

 
DAC:mpm 
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December 21, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
SCHLACK ITO 
A Limited Liability Law Company 
Attention: Douglas A. Codiga 
Topa Financial Center 
745 Fort Street, Suite 1500 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 
 
Re: Innergex’s Kahana Solar project, Lahaina, Maui  
 
 
Dear Mr. Codiga, 
 
 Thank you for your letter dated December 18, 2020 concerning Innergex’s Kahana Solar 
project in Lahaina, Maui. We are happy to oblige Innergex’s request for the West Maui 
Preservation Association (WMPA) to arrange a meeting with Julia Mancinelli of Innergex. I and 
my co-counsel Bianca Isaki will directly contact your client to arrange a meeting with all parties 
in late January or February 2021. Please let us know of your availability.  
 
 Your letter sought clarification as to “whether WMPA is proposing that it control the 
administration of community benefits to be provided by the Project to the broader West Maui 
community.” This inquiry appears responsive to WMPA’s statement in our December 10th letter, 
“The lack of community control over resources that are supposed to benefit the community is 
another structural issue that could be rectified by creating an independent entity disconnected 
from the project that would administer community benefits.” WMPA is an already established 
nonprofit and is not a new independent entity that would need to be created. Instead, WMPA 
could assist in setting up a new communication nonprofit organization and by helping to identify 
other West Maui organizations that would be appropriate entities to nominate board members for 
such a new organization.  
 
 Thank you again for your letter. We look forward to taking the next step in assisting 
Innergex in developing a project that provides sufficient benefits to the surrounding West Maui 
community.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RYAN D. HURLEY 
LAW OFFICE OF RYAN D. HURLEY 
Attorney for West Maui Preservation Association, Inc. 

 



 

 

Douglas A. Codiga 
Attorney at Law 
 
DIRECT 808.523.6047 
dcodiga@schlackito.com 
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January 8, 2021 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Ryan D. Hurley, Esq. 
Law Office of Ryan D. Hurley 
P.O. Box 19205 
Honolulu, HI 96817 
Ryan@rdhlawhi.com 
 

Re: Kahana Solar, LLC Project 
   

Dear Mr. Hurley: 
 

On behalf of Kahana Solar, LLC, this follows on your letter to the undersigned dated 
December 21, 2020 and concerns the Kahana Solar project (“Project”).  Your letter indicates you 
will contact Ms. Julia Mancinelli from the Project development team to schedule a meeting of 
WMPA and Kahana Solar representatives, and also asks me to provide my availability to you.  
Ms. Mancinelli will coordinate as to my availability and thus please contact her directly to 
schedule the meeting.  Your letter also confirms that WMPA proposes a new nonprofit 
organization, which WMPA would assist in setting up and nominating board members, to control 
the administration of community benefits provided by Kahana Solar for the Project.  For clarity, 
Kahana Solar appreciates this information but does not agree with or support having a third-party 
control and administer the community benefits that Kahana Solar will fund.1 

Very truly yours, 
SCHLACK ITO  
A LIMITED LIABILITY LAW COMPANY 
 
/s/ Douglas A. Codiga 
Douglas A. Codiga 

 
DAC:mpm 

 
1  It is noted that in a prior proceeding the Public Utilities Commission declined to adopt a similar third-party “task 
force” and found that the project nonetheless fully satisfied community outreach and community benefits 
requirements.  See In re Paeahu Solar LLC, Docket No. 2018-0433, Order No. 37340, filed on October 5, 2020, at 
115-16.  In addition, all community benefit resources should directly benefit the community, rather than be used to 
fund legal and administrative costs to establish and operate a new nonprofit organization. 
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January 21, 2021 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Julia Mancinelli 
Environmental Manager 
Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. 
1185 West Georgia Street, Suite 900 
Vancouver BC V6E 4E6 
JMancinelli@innergex.com 
 
Re: Innergex’s Kahana Solar project, Lahaina, Maui  
 
 
Aloha, Ms. Mancinelli, 
 
I, along with Lance Collins and Bianca Isaki, represent West Maui Preservation Association 
(WMPA) concerning the Kahana Solar Project currently being developed by Innergex. As you 
are likely aware, WMPA filed a motion to intervene in Docket No. 2020-0142 on October 5, 
2020. Since then, we have been in discussions with Innergex's counsel, Douglas Codiga, 
regarding setting up a meeting between WMPA representatives and Innergex to discuss the 
Kahana Solar project and proposed community benefits. Mr. Codiga has instructed us to work 
directly with you to set up such a meeting. 
 
Given that your team is spread over multiple time zones and likely larger than ours,  we would 
request that Innergex/ the Kahana Solar team provide a few time slots over the next 2-3 weeks 
that work for you. WMPA will do its best to accommodate such time slots. WMPA can host a 
zoom or conference call on our end or would be amicable to any other video conferencing/ 
conference call software Innergex would prefer to use. 
  
We look forward to starting a meaningful dialogue relating to the Kahana Solar project and 
associated community benefits. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
RYAN D. HURLEY 
LAW OFFICE OF RYAN D. HURLEY 
Attorney for West Maui Preservation Association, Inc. 
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Julia Mancinelli

From: Julia Mancinelli

Sent: Friday, February 5, 2021 6:45 PM

To: Ryan Hurley

Cc: Douglas Codiga; Bianca Isaki; Lance D. Collins; Kai Nishiki

Subject: RE: West Maui Preservation Association meeting Re: Kahana Solar

Aloha Ryan 

Thank you for confirming a meeting for February 17 at 11 am.   

Skog Rasmussen, our community outreach consultant, will send out a calendar invite with the details for the virtual 
meeting.  The invite will include the WMPA representatives c.c.’d on this email – once you have had a chance to finalize 
your attendee list please let us know and we can add them to the invite. 

Have a nice weekend. 

Cheers 

Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231 | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

From: Ryan Hurley <ryan@rdhlawhi.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 5:29 PM 
To: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Cc: Douglas Codiga <dcodiga@schlackito.com>; Bianca Isaki <bianca.isaki@gmail.com>; Lance D. Collins 
<lawyer@maui.net>; Kai Nishiki <kai.nishiki@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: West Maui Preservation Association meeting Re: Kahana Solar 

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître 
l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance. 

WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the 
content is safe. 

Aloha Julia, 

After speaking with WMPA representatives, the time that works for all of us is 11 am on the 17. We are still finalizing 
who all will be on the call/ video conference. 
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Let us know if you want us to set up a zoom link on our end or if Innergex prefers to run the video conference on their 
side. 

We look forward to speaking with you on the 17th. 

Kindly, 

Ryan Hurley 

From: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 at 6:45 AM 
To: Ryan Hurley <ryan@rdhlawhi.com> 
Cc: Douglas Codiga <dcodiga@schlackito.com> 
Subject: RE: West Maui Preservation Association meeting Re: Kahana Solar 

Aloha Mr. Hurley 

We have coordinated the team member schedules and have a couple of options to propose for us to meet with West 
Maui Preservation Association’s (WMPA) representatives about our Kahana Solar Project. 

1. February 16 anytime between 10 am and 1 pm 
2. February 17 anytime between 11 am and 1 pm 

Once you advise on which date and time slot that suit WMPA’s schedule, Skog Rasmussen will send out a calendar invite 
with the virtual meeting details. 

As noted in our project letter dated December 18, 2020, while not a prerequisite to the meeting, it would be most 
productive if you would provide written comments in advance of the meeting detailing WMPA’s specific concerns.  This 
will aid in the community outreach process and help to ensure Kahana Solar is able to respond to WMPA’s specific 
concerns.  In addition, we would kindly request that WMPA be prepared to explain and discuss in detail potentially 
commercially reasonable modifications to the Project, if any, that may address WMPA’s concerns. 

We look forward to continuing to engage with your organization. 

Sincerely 

Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231 | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

From: Julia Mancinelli  
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 8:52 AM 
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To: Ryan Hurley <ryan@rdhlawhi.com> 
Cc: Douglas Codiga <dcodiga@schlackito.com> 
Subject: RE: West Maui Preservation Association meeting Re: Kahana Solar 

Aloha Ryan 

Thank you for the letter confirming WMPA’s interest in meeting.  I am following up with our project team and will 
propose some dates to meeting in the coming days. 

Sincerely 

Julia Mancinelli 
Director - Environment

888 Dunsmuir Street, Suite 1100, Vancouver, BC V6C 3K4
Tel. 604 633-9990 x2231 | Cell. 604 345-4009 | www.innergex.com
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

From: Ryan Hurley <ryan@rdhlawhi.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 7:07 PM 
To: Julia Mancinelli <JMancinelli@innergex.com> 
Cc: Douglas Codiga <dcodiga@schlackito.com> 
Subject: West Maui Preservation Association meeting Re: Kahana Solar 

MISE EN GARDE : Ce courriel provient de l’externe.  Avant d’accéder à une pièce jointe ou à un lien de ce courriel, assurez-vous de reconnaître 
l'expéditeur et que le contenu est de confiance.

WARNING: This is an external e-mail. Before opening an attachment or clicking on a link, please make sure you recognize the sender and that the 
content is safe.

Aloha, Ms. Mancinelli, 

I am attaching a letter from myself on behalf of the West Maui Preservation Association, requesting a meeting to discuss 
the Kahana solar project.   

We look forward to starting a meaningful dialogue relating to the Kahana Solar project and associated community 
benefits. If you have any questions and/ or cannot open the attached letter, please feel free to reach out. 

Kindly, 

Ryan  
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Ryan D. Hurley 
ryan@rdhlawhi.com
P.O. Box 19205 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 
Tel: (808) 738-7610 

This e-mail is intended only for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named above. The 
information contained in this e-mail may be privileged, confidential and/or protected.  The unauthorized use, 
disclosure, forwarding or copying of this e-mail or the information it contains is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this e-mail by mistake or you are not a designated recipient of this e-mail, please immediately notify the sender by reply 
e-mail or by collect telephone call and delete this e-mail.  Thank you. 



1 
 

 
 
 

Kahana Solar Community Outreach Meeting  
with West Maui Preservation Association 

 
February 17, 2021 
Meeting Summary 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  Skog Rasmussen and Innergex first met with Kai Nishiki about the Kahana Solar project 
on June 18, 2020.  Kai was suggested by an earlier interview because of her role in the West Maui CPAC 
and in the West Maui Preservation Association (WMPA). In the meeting Kai suggested resources and 
individuals from neighboring communities for interview consideration and described overall conditions in 
West Maui.   

On September 15, 2020, Skog Rasmussen met with attorneys representing the West Maui Preservation 
Association in response to their request. In the meeting, the attorneys wanted to introduce themselves 
and express WMPA’s interest in discussing the project’s community benefits.  The discussion concluded 
with the mutual agreement that a meeting with the Innergex project team and the WMPA board would 
be the best next step. The meeting would be conducted like meetings with other groups in which 
Innergex would present information about the project and be prepared to answer questions or hear 
comments. WMPA’s attorneys would consult with the board about scheduling the meeting and get back 
in touch about arrangements.  On October 5, 2020, WMPA filed a Motion to Intervene, or Alternatively 
for Participation Status, and Request for Contested Case with the Public Utilities Commission. 

Subsequently, WMPA and Innergex exchanged several communications as Innergex sought to continue 
its community outreach efforts and gain clarity on what their specific concerns were regarding the 
project.  

 

MEETING PARTICIPANTS  
 
WEST MAUI PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION (WMPA) 

• Bianca Esaki, attorney for WMPA on the PUC Kahana Solar contested case  
• Ryan Hurley, attorney for WMPA on the PUC Kahana Solar contested case 
• Kai Nishiki, Vice President 
• Lance Collins, General Counsel 

INNERGEX PROJECT TEAM 
• Julia Mancinelli, Director-Environment 
• Eddie Park, Director-Business Development 
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• Jamie Horner, Director-Storage & Innovation 
• Myriam Bernede-Martin, Senior Advisor-Community Relations 
• Doug Codiga, attorney, Schlack Ito  
• Mark Ito, attorney, Schlack Ito 
• Teena Rasmussen, partner, Skog Rasmussen LLC, community outreach consultants 
• Jeanne Skog, partner, Skog Rasmussen LLC, community outreach consultants  

OPENING.  Jeanne Skog opened the meeting clarifying that Innergex’s intentions today are in the spirit 
of continuing the community outreach efforts of the Kahana Solar Project.  As expressed in several 
letters exchanged between WMPA and Innergex, Innergex is interested in obtaining more clarity on 
WMPA’s concerns regarding the Kahana Solar Project.   

After introductions, Teena Rasmussen stated that prior correspondence and the meeting with Kai Nishiki 
in June 2020 indicate that Innergex and WMPA have some common ground.  WMPA wrote in an earlier 
letter to Innergex that “WMPA understands the importance of clean, renewable energy and supports it 
when developed, constructed and managed properly.”  

Teena Rasmussen indicated that in prior correspondence WMPA had generally referred to storm water 
run-off, protection of native plants, land title, wildfire prevention, community benefits, and community 
outreach.  As part of the goal of the meeting, she invited WMPA to share their concerns or questions 
about these topics in more detail. A summary of the exchange follows: 

• WMPA: What has been done with community outreach?  
o INNERGEX TEAM:  To date 67 meetings, both virtual and in person, have been conducted 

with groups and individuals to collect community feedback, hear concerns, and answer 
questions.  

o INNERGEX TEAM:  Innergex’s approach is to engage early and often throughout the 
development process.  Some of WMPA’s intervention comments differ from what the 
project has heard in the community and requested more clarity from WMPA. For example, 
regarding the storm water run-off, Innergex has consulted extensively with Ridge2Reef, 
CORAL, Wes Nohara with West Maui Soil & Water Conservation and received great 
suggestions on best management practices for the project area.   

o Innergex asked WMPA whether there were other parties that should be consulted. [There 
was no response from WMPA to this question.] 

• WMPA:  Innergex has gotten some “possibly great information” from that outreach but “what 
commercially viable solution” will come out of them?  How is this information going to affect the 
site layout?  What kind of plant species are going to help mitigate run-off? 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  Innergex’s process is to engage with the public early on, conduct the 

many studies necessary: archeological, cultural, environmental, flora and fauna, and 
technical.  The studies are conducted simultaneously with community outreach and the 
feedback is incorporated into the reports and updated design layout.  

o INNERGEX TEAM:  In the December 2020 public meeting, Innergex and the technical 
consultants shared some preliminary results and obtained more feedback from the 
community.  
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o INNERGEX TEAM:  Is there a concern about native plants being harmed or whether WMPA 
would like to see more native plants planted? [There was no response from WMPA to this 
question.] 

• WMPA: WMPA’s preference would be to “resolve the concerns without going through a 
contested case hearing and a possible appeal.”   

• WMPA:  Referring to an Innergex statement in the Paeahu Solar project, WMPA expressed 
concern about “all native plants being removed and replaced with non-native plants” which they 
found “alarming.” 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  If that is what came across, that was definitely not the intent.  Listed and 

important rare native plants will be “preserved and fully avoided.” If needed post-
construction, the area will be revegetated with a mix of native and non-native plants and 
other mitigation to meet the objectives of stormwater management, slope stability, and 
operational requirements around vegetation management. 

• WMPA:  What “best management practices” are Innergex committing to for managing run-off 
and creating a low impact design? 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  The new site layout will be ready to present to the community by “the 

end of March.” Innergex will follow the draft West Maui Community Plan and “keep a 100 ft. 
setback from the top of gulch” for the solar arrays and infrastructure within the project 
fence line.  

o INNERGEX TEAM:  Innergex will honor that request from the community.  The 100 ft setback 
decision was just one example of how Kahana Solar changed the project based on 
community input. 

• WMPA:  In West Maui, “most proposed developments usually go through an environmental 
assessment or environmental impact statement” and have all the information that would be 
necessary for the Planning Commission to make a decision.  It’s a “red flag” that Innergex has 
not completed any of the studies and is already trying to get approval from a government 
agency.  “People feel like something funny is going on here.  I'm sure that's not happening in this 
case but it's just how the community sees.” 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  Innergex has not gone to the Planning Commission yet.  Completed 

studies are required for the County of Maui Special Use Permit process. When Kahana Solar 
submits its application and presents to the Planning Commission, all studies will be 
complete.  

o INNERGEX TEAM:  Those interviewed appreciated that the studies were going on 
concurrently so they could provide input based on the findings before the layout is finalized. 

• WMPA:  Has Innergex had spoken to the Aha Moku o’Kaanapali? 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  Two site visits have been conducted with cultural descendants of the 

area. 
• WMPA:  Has the Guerilla Foundation taken a position on the project and will they be affected by 

the project? 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  Although the Guerilla Foundation is still showing a recorded lease on the 

Real Property Tax records, they are no longer on the island and have not been on that land 
for over 20 years. It appears that no one has removed the lease from the record books.  

• WMPA:  If the studies are coming out in March with community feedback incorporated, how 
much change can realistically happen after these studies are final? 
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o INNERGEX TEAM:  Projects like this start with a concept, the concept is socialized, and 
feedback comes in, then you progress to conducting studies and updating the design layout. 
Kahana Solar is at the 30% ‘light’ design in engineering terms, 70% left to go.  From there 
you move to the permitting phase where the project would progress to true 30%, then to 
the construction phase 60%, 90%, 100%.  Innergex will “continue to engage the community 
during all of that.” 

• WMPA:  It was reiterated that WMPA’S main goal is to “negotiate its concerns to a resolution” 
and “meet with individuals who have the authority to settle our concerns” and possibly allow 
them to withdraw “their participation and intervention in the proceeding.”  
o WMPA:  The PUC is “approving more than just a concept” so they need more than what 

Innergex is describing.  Several other court proceedings were cited in which WMPA has been 
involved and were settled out of court. WMPA sometimes takes a “bad guy” role in West 
Maui. The PUC has not had an opportunity to formulate a process for these energy projects. 
WMPA can go to the US Supreme Court if necessary, but their preference would be to arrive 
at a win-win.  

o WMPA:  They requested that Innergex name the person who has the authority to settle for 
their company. 

• WMPA:  Has Innergex spoken to the Makekau, Kaimikaua, and Nahaku families who claim to be 
co-tenants on the land? 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  Innergex requested that WMPA put Innergex in touch with these families 

and share any documentation that could be provided to Innergex. 
o WMPA:  Does Innergex have a title report from MLP that shows MLP as the sole owner.  It 

was noted that co-tenants have the right to use 100% of the property.  Concern was 
expressed that “potential impediments to getting this project moving be addressed early.”  
WMPA will see if they can get the names. 

o INNERGEX TEAM:  There are parcels near the Kahana site that do have co-tenants, but the 
Kahana Solar parcel has a clean title which has been confirmed by the landowner.  There is 
confusion with kuleana lands in the area, but upon visiting the site, the cultural descendants 
realized that the Kahana Solar Project was not on their parcels.    

• WMPA:  Can the project move to other areas within the TMK or to another TMK? Can the 
outline of the project be changed? How much flexibility is there? 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  There are important considerations when deciding the siting of a solar 

project such as the interconnection point to transmission lines, terrain, slope, solar 
resource, proximity to homes, gulches, visibility, and other features.  There is some flexibility 
to move the project within the TMK as defined by the project study area. 

o INNERGEX TEAM:  Was WMPA wanting to see certain areas excluded or included? 
o WMPA:  Their question related to flexibility if completed studies indicate considering 

moving the project area to respond to results of studies. 
o INNERGEX TEAM:  Initial project study area is larger than needed in anticipation of studies 

requiring modification to the original layout.  Moving to a new TMK would require full 
renegotiation with Maui Electric. 

• WMPA:  Land that has been farmed in pineapple is highly toxic due to pesticide and herbicide 
residue.  What precautions is Innergex taking to protect workers on the site especially before 
“grading and grubbing”?  Will soil studies will be conducted?  
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o INNERGEX TEAM: Through community members, Innergex received a suggestion of “taking a 
baseline soil sample” and will likely do that. 

o WMPA:  They indicated that “every Hawaiian disputes” the comment that “highly disturbed 
former pineapple fields” do not have a lot of cultural assets because some have been 
buried. 

o INNERGEX TEAM:  Archaeological and cultural consultants recognize that possibility so go 
beyond “top six inches” and “dig trenches throughout the site” in their surveys to look for 
buried artifacts.   

• WMPA:  They were glad to be able have this meeting.  There was a lot that is in WMPA’s 
intervention petition that was not covered in the meeting.   
o WMPA reiterated their goal is to get their “concerns met in a legally enforceable way and 

then to basically step out of the proceedings.” If not, they will “leave no stone unturned” 
and go to a full contested case.   

o They requested again that Innergex provide them with the person “who has the authority to 
settle WMPA’s concerns.”  

• INNERGEX TEAM:  When the studies are completed and updated design layout is available, 
Innergex will schedule another Open House and then can meet with WMPA again should they 
have any follow-up questions from the Open House.   
o WMPA:  They will be interested in the new design as well. 

The meeting concluded after an hour. 

Post meeting note:  Innergex hosted a public open house on March 30, 2021 to present the updated 
design based on the archaeological survey, environmental studies, and community feedback.  WMPA’s 
attorneys participated in the public open house. On April 2, a post-open house project update was sent to 
stakeholders, including WMPA, thanking those that participated and letting those that were not able to 
attend know that the recording and presentation slides are on the project website as well as welcomed 
comments, questions, or advice about the project be shared with the project team.  WMPA did not 
submit any follow-up comments, questions, or advice. 



SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

This SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is entered into as of October 15, 2021 
(“Effective Date”), by and between STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, DIVISION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY (“Consumer Advocate”); MAUI 
ELECTRIC COMPANY, LIMITED (“Maui Electric”); KAHANA SOLAR, LLC (“Kahana Solar”); and 
WEST MAUI PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION (“WMPA”). The Consumer Advocate, Maui 
Electric, Kahana Solar, and WMPA are each referred to as a Party and collectively as the Parties.  

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2020, Maui Electric filed an Application with the State of 
Hawaii Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) for approvals relating to the Power Purchase 
Agreement between Kahana Solar and Maui Electric (“PPA”), and other matters, for a solar 
photovoltaic facility paired with energy storage (“Project”) located in West Maui, pursuant to which 
the PUC opened Docket No. 2020-0142, with the Consumer Advocate and Maui Electric as 
parties to that proceeding; 

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2021, pursuant to Order No. 37603, the PUC granted 
Participant status to Kahana Solar and WMPA, and decided to incorporate contested case 
hearing procedures (“Contested Case”) in Docket No. 2020-0142; 

WHEREAS, the Parties engaged in written discovery, submitted written testimonies, and 
participated in the Contested Case, including the evidentiary hearing held by the PUC on 
September 14 and 15, 2021;  

WHEREAS, on September 17, 2021, pursuant to Order No. 37967, the PUC directed the 
Parties to explore formal mediation with regard to pending issues in Docket No. 2020-0142;  

WHEREAS, on September 29, 2021, a Mediation was conducted by Judge Joel August 
(Ret.), which was subsequently followed by numerous communications among the Parties and 
the Mediator, which Mediation resulted in an agreement on settlement terms which are 
incorporated in this Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, this Agreement is made as a compromise and settlement among Kahana 
Solar, WMPA, and Maui Electric, and is intended to effect a complete and final resolution of all 
claims, differences and concerns described below;  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and agreements contained herein 
and other good, valuable and adequate consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, the undersigned agree as follows: 

AGREEMENT 

1. Community Benefits Package. If the PPA is approved by the PUC, the Project is
constructed and commercial operations commence, then the following shall apply: 

a. General.  Funding from Kahana Solar will be a fixed commitment of a total
$1,375,000, which breaks down to $55,000 per year of Project commercial operation for 25 years.  
The $55,000 will be broken down into an annual $40,000 allocation or “bucket” (“$40,000 Bucket”) 
and an annual $15,000 allocation or “bucket” (“$15,000 Bucket”) of distributions.  Funding will be 
the foregoing set amounts and will not be based on a percentage of PPA revenues.   

EXHIBIT A
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b. $40,000 Bucket.   

(1) The $40,000 bucket will be allocated at the discretion of Kahana 
Solar consistent with its corporate vision, values, policies, and sustainability requirements.  Initial 
recipients and programs may include the Friends of Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preserve through the 
Living Pono Project as part of supporting environmental stewardship, sustaining the Preserve’s 
natural and cultural resources, and protecting a vital water resource for Maui’s community; 
Lahainaluna High School (directly or through the Lahainaluna High School Foundation), and/or 
the University of Hawai‘i Maui College as part of the education and training grant; the Nāpili Kai 
Foundation’s Hawaiian Culture program and/or Maui Cultural Lands’ Honokōwai Valley program, 
as part of supporting West Maui cultural education and environmental protection programs and 
initiatives; and various sponsorships of events and programs that occur throughout the year in 
West Maui.  

(2) Kahana Solar will refrain from reviewing the selected organizations 
for the $40k bucket during the first five year period commencing with commercial operations, but 
after the first five-year period has concluded, Kahana Solar may review the organizations on an 
ad hoc or as-needed basis to ensure they are using the funds for the intended programs and 
initiatives agreed upon, that the organizations are still relevant and providing a positive impact to 
the community needs, and to continue to incorporate community feedback throughout the life of 
the project to ensure ongoing contributions in the community benefits package continue to be 
timely and responsive and align with Innergex’s corporate vision, values and policies and 
sustainability requirements. 

c. $15,000 Bucket.  For the $15,000 bucket, Kahana Solar will provide the 
funds directly to the Hawaii Community Foundation (“HCF”).  HCF will establish and administer a 
grantmaking program to distribute these funds at its sole discretion, subject to the following 
parameters and guidelines, namely (i) the grant funds must be used for the benefit of the West 
Maui community, (ii) the grant funds may not be used to support litigation or to pay attorney’s fees 
and costs or other litigation-related expenses, and (iii) the grants must be aligned with Kahana 
Solar’s corporate vision, values, policies, and sustainability requirements around responsible 
growth that balances people, our planet and prosperity.  Apart from establishing these parameters 
at the outset, Kahana Solar will not be involved selecting grant recipients or have any veto power 
over HCF’s selection of grant recipients (for clarity, there will not be a community advisory board 
or other similar board or committee).   

2. Decommissioning Security.  The detailed decommissioning plan, including 
information concerning recycling and reuse of Project components, land restoration, Project 
removal, and issuance and amount of a security or corporate parent guaranty, will be submitted 
as a non-confidential submittal to the Public Utilities Commission within five years of a favorable 
decision and order on the PPA. The plan should remain flexible to allow the adoption of 
technological advances in re-use/recycling near the end of the Project operating term. The plan 
will comply with any environmental laws then in place and any permits required. 

3. Local Jobs.  If the Project is constructed, then the following shall apply:   

a. Eighty (80)% non-supervisory construction and operations workers’ hours 
associated with the Project will be paid at the prevailing wage equivalent indicated under HRS 
chapter 104. 

b. Kahana Solar will require the Project contractors to give preference to 
hiring qualified laborers from West Maui, Maui County and then State of Hawaii, in that order, for 
construction and operations/maintenance employment, before hiring non-resident laborers. 

EXHIBIT A
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c. Kahana Solar will require that Project contractors comply with all applicable 
state and federal employment laws.  

4. WMPA Commitments. 

a. No later than October 20, 2021, WMPA shall file a motion with the PUC to 
withdraw from Docket No. 2020-0142 (“Motion to Withdraw”), which Motion to Withdraw shall 
indicate that it supports or does not object to approval of the PPA, and shall in addition state that 
WMPA expressly waives any right to appeal Commission decisions and orders approving the 
PPA and Application, including both the PPA-related phase and interconnection-related phase of 
the Docket No. 2020-0142.  Kahana Solar’s obligations under this Agreement are contingent upon 
the PUC’s timely issuance of an order approving the Motion to Withdraw. 

b. WMPA shall not intervene or oppose any other governmental permit or 
approval for the project, without exception, including but not limited to the County of Maui Special 
Use Permit, County of Maui Phase II Project District Development Approval Application and Land 
Use Commission Special Use Permit proceedings. 

c. Given that WMPA may continue to have participant status pending PUC 
granting of WMPA’s motion to withdraw, WMPA’s further filings in Docket 2020-0142, if any, shall 
be consistent with supporting or not opposing PPA approval, overhead line approval and other 
approvals required with respect to the Project.  For example, if WMPA files a post-hearing brief 
related to the contested case hearing it will support or not oppose PPA approval. 

5. No Admission of Liability.  The Parties each acknowledge and agree that there 
has been no admission of liability, misconduct or fault of any kind whatsoever, and that this 
Agreement, and all action to be taken in compliance with this Agreement, shall be construed and 
represented strictly and solely as a compromise and settlement between the Parties for the 
purpose of avoiding future controversy, litigation and expense. 

6. Complete Agreement.  This Agreement represents the complete and fully 
integrated agreement of the Parties and supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous 
negotiations, discussions and agreements relating to the subject matter of this Agreement.  There 
are no terms to the Parties’ agreement that are not expressed in writing in this Agreement. None 
of the Parties has relied on any representations, statements, or opinions of the other Party or its 
representatives in entering into and executing this Agreement. 

7. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement is binding upon and shall inure to the 
benefit of the undersigned and their successors and assigns.  

8.  Tax Consequences.  Each Party shall be responsible for determining the tax 
consequences to itself, himself or herself of any of the provisions of this Agreement. 

9. Governing Law.   This Agreement is to be governed by and construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of Hawaii. 

10. Cooperation.  The Parties each agree to execute any documents and shall 
promptly provide such other further assurances, information and signatures as reasonably may 
be requested to carry out the provisions and intent of this Agreement. 

11. Modification.  This Agreement shall not be altered, amended or modified except 
by a writing executed by each of the Parties or their respective successors in interest. 

EXHIBIT A
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12. Captions or Headings; Interpretation.  In this Agreement, the captions or 
headings of paragraphs and subparagraphs are inserted for convenience, reference and 
identification only, and shall not control, define, limit or affect any provision of this Agreement.  
The Parties cooperated in drafting this Agreement, and if it is finally determined that any provision 
of this Agreement is ambiguous, that provision shall not be construed against any Party as the 
drafter of the provision.   

13. Signatories/Corporate Authority.  Each person signing this Agreement warrants 
and represents that, to the extent she/he is executing this Agreement for and on behalf of an 
entity, she/he has been fully empowered and properly authorized to execute this Agreement for 
and on behalf of said entity, and instructed by those having the requisite authority to cause said 
entity to make and enter into this Agreement. 

14. Time of the Essence.  Time is of the essence in the performance of all terms 
under this Agreement. 

15. Attorneys’ Fees.  Each Party shall be responsible for its own attorneys’ fees and 
any costs. 

16. Dispute Resolution.  Should a Party contend that another Party violated its 
respective obligations under this Agreement (a "Default''), the defaulting party shall: (1) be given 
written notice of the alleged Default ("Notice'') and (2) have a period of thirty (30) days from the 
date it receives Notice to cure and/ or remedy the alleged Default.  Each Party acknowledges and 
agrees that the sole and exclusive remedy for any alleged Default shall be: (1) specific 
performance of the terms and conditions of this Agreement and/or (2) an injunction prohibiting 
any actions from being taken in contravention of this Agreement.  The Parties hereby consent to 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawai'i to resolve any 
and all disputes that may arise regarding the enforcement or clarification of obligations under this 
Agreement that cannot otherwise be resolved, as contemplated herein; provided, however, before 
commencing any litigation relating to this Agreement, the Parties shall first attempt to resolve the 
matter through formal mediation conducted within 30 days under the mediation rules of Dispute 
Prevention and Resolution of Hawaii.  This Agreement and the rights and obligations of the Parties 
hereto will be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Hawaii. 

17. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each 
of which shall constitute one agreement, even though all parties do not sign the same counterpart.  
The signature pages taken from separate individually executed counterparts of this Agreement 
may be combined to form multiple fully executed counterparts.  This Agreement may also be 
executed via an electronic signature in whole or in multiple counterparts.  A telecopy, electronic 
delivery, or other transmission by any party of its signature on an original or any copy of this 
Agreement over the internet in electronic photostatic format (e.g., .pdf) or similar format or via an 
electronic signature program shall be deemed to be the delivery by such party of his, her or its 
original signature hereon.  

18. The Consumer Advocate.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein: the 
Consumer Advocate reserves its statutory rights to continue to represent and advocate for the 
interests of consumers, such as addressing issue Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 as described by the 
Commission in Order No. 37603 filed on February 3, 2021, including but not limited to, filing a 
Post-Hearing Brief; and paragraph 16 (Dispute Resolution), shall be subject to the Consumer 
Advocate’s compliance with State procurement laws. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this Agreement. 

  STATE OF HAWAII DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS, DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER ADVOCACY 

By    
Dean Nishina 
Executive Director 
 
 

  MAUI ELECTRIC COMPANY, LIMITED 

By   
Colton K. Ching 
Vice President 

 

  KAHANA SOLAR, LLC  

By   
Yves Baribeault  
Chief Legal Officer and Secretary, Innergex 
Renewable Energy Inc. 
 
 

  WEST MAUI PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 

By   

Name   

Title   
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	1. Community Benefits Package. If the PPA is approved by the PUC, the Project is constructed and commercial operations commence, then the following shall apply:
	a. General.  Funding from Kahana Solar will be a fixed commitment of a total $1,375,000, which breaks down to $55,000 per year of Project commercial operation for 25 years.  The $55,000 will be broken down into an annual $40,000 allocation or “bucket”...
	b. $40,000 Bucket.
	(1) The $40,000 bucket will be allocated at the discretion of Kahana Solar consistent with its corporate vision, values, policies, and sustainability requirements.  Initial recipients and programs may include the Friends of Pu’u Kukui Watershed Preser...
	(2) Kahana Solar will refrain from reviewing the selected organizations for the $40k bucket during the first five year period commencing with commercial operations, but after the first five-year period has concluded, Kahana Solar may review the organi...
	c. $15,000 Bucket.  For the $15,000 bucket, Kahana Solar will provide the funds directly to the Hawaii Community Foundation (“HCF”).  HCF will establish and administer a grantmaking program to distribute these funds at its sole discretion, subject to ...

	2. Decommissioning Security.  The detailed decommissioning plan, including information concerning recycling and reuse of Project components, land restoration, Project removal, and issuance and amount of a security or corporate parent guaranty, will be...
	3. Local Jobs.  If the Project is constructed, then the following shall apply:
	a. Eighty (80)% non-supervisory construction and operations workers’ hours associated with the Project will be paid at the prevailing wage equivalent indicated under HRS chapter 104.
	b. Kahana Solar will require the Project contractors to give preference to hiring qualified laborers from West Maui, Maui County and then State of Hawaii, in that order, for construction and operations/maintenance employment, before hiring non-residen...
	c. Kahana Solar will require that Project contractors comply with all applicable state and federal employment laws.

	4. WMPA Commitments.
	a. No later than October 20, 2021, WMPA shall file a motion with the PUC to withdraw from Docket No. 2020-0142 (“Motion to Withdraw”), which Motion to Withdraw shall indicate that it supports or does not object to approval of the PPA, and shall in add...
	b. WMPA shall not intervene or oppose any other governmental permit or approval for the project, without exception, including but not limited to the County of Maui Special Use Permit, County of Maui Phase II Project District Development Approval Appli...
	c. Given that WMPA may continue to have participant status pending PUC granting of WMPA’s motion to withdraw, WMPA’s further filings in Docket 2020-0142, if any, shall be consistent with supporting or not opposing PPA approval, overhead line approval ...

	5. No Admission of Liability.  The Parties each acknowledge and agree that there has been no admission of liability, misconduct or fault of any kind whatsoever, and that this Agreement, and all action to be taken in compliance with this Agreement, sha...
	6. Complete Agreement.  This Agreement represents the complete and fully integrated agreement of the Parties and supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous negotiations, discussions and agreements relating to the subject matter of this Agreement....
	7. Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement is binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the undersigned and their successors and assigns.
	8.  Tax Consequences.  Each Party shall be responsible for determining the tax consequences to itself, himself or herself of any of the provisions of this Agreement.
	9. Governing Law.   This Agreement is to be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Hawaii.
	10. Cooperation.  The Parties each agree to execute any documents and shall promptly provide such other further assurances, information and signatures as reasonably may be requested to carry out the provisions and intent of this Agreement.
	11. Modification.  This Agreement shall not be altered, amended or modified except by a writing executed by each of the Parties or their respective successors in interest.
	12. Captions or Headings; Interpretation.  In this Agreement, the captions or headings of paragraphs and subparagraphs are inserted for convenience, reference and identification only, and shall not control, define, limit or affect any provision of thi...
	13. Signatories/Corporate Authority.  Each person signing this Agreement warrants and represents that, to the extent she/he is executing this Agreement for and on behalf of an entity, she/he has been fully empowered and properly authorized to execute ...
	14. Time of the Essence.  Time is of the essence in the performance of all terms under this Agreement.
	15. Attorneys’ Fees.  Each Party shall be responsible for its own attorneys’ fees and any costs.
	16. Dispute Resolution.  Should a Party contend that another Party violated its respective obligations under this Agreement (a "Default''), the defaulting party shall: (1) be given written notice of the alleged Default ("Notice'') and (2) have a perio...
	17. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which shall constitute one agreement, even though all parties do not sign the same counterpart.  The signature pages taken from separate individually executed counterp...
	18. The Consumer Advocate.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein: the Consumer Advocate reserves its statutory rights to continue to represent and advocate for the interests of consumers, such as addressing issue Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 as d...






