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1. Introduction 
1.1. State Energy Goals & Request for Proposal Process 

 

In 2015, Hawai`i passed legislation (http://energy.hawaii.gov/renewable-energy) directing the state’s utilities to 

generate 100% of their electricity sales from renewable energy resources by 2045. By 2022, the Hawaiian 

Electric Companies are seeking to add 390 MW of renewable energy to the State’s energy mix through a 

competitive procurement process.   

In February 2018, the Hawaiian Electric Company and its subsidiary companies, Maui Electric Company and 

Hawai`i Electric Light Company (HELCO or the Company), launched a request for proposal (RFP) process in the 

spring for 2018 for clean, renewable energy projects for Oahu, Maui and Hawai`i Island that would help the state 

meet its goal of 100% renewable energy by 2045, bringing more stable electricity costs to consumers and reduce 

its dependency on imported sources of energy. 

On August 31, 2018, Hawai`i Electric Light Company confirmed they completed the Detailed Evaluation of all 

short-listed proposals in accordance with Section 4.7 of the February 27, 2018 Hawai`i Electric Light RFP for 

variable renewable dispatchable generation on Hawai`i island and that Innergex Renewables USA LLC’s proposal 

dated April 30, 2018 had been selected to the Final Award Group.  

Pursuant to Order No. 35529 in docket No. 2017-0352, the Company and Innergex have been negotiating the 

terms and agreement of the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) within the schedule set forth by the Public 

Utilities Commission (the Commission) with a final PPA needing to be filed with the Commission no later than 

December 31, 2018. 

Pursuant to the terms of the RFP, Innergex was required, at a minimum, conduct a public meeting in the 

community where the proposed project is located, provide adequate public notice of the meeting of two (2) 

weeks or more, and inform the Company of the meeting.  Following the public meeting, the public will be 

allowed thirty (30) days to submit comments to the Company.  If a PPA is signed, the Application for Regulatory 

Approval of the PPA (the Application) will contain an attachment including those comments.  Following 

submission of the Application, the Company will provide another opportunity for the public to comment on the 

proposed project.  The Company’s Statement of Position filed in the docket associated with the Project may 

contain an Attachment including those comments as well. 

The purpose of this document is to detail the public consultation activities completed during the 2018 Variable 

Renewables Dispatchable Request for Proposal process. 

1.2. Proponent 

1.2.1. Hale Kuawehi Solar LLC 

Hale Kuawehi Solar LLC (the Proponent) is a Delaware limited liability company registered to do business in 

Hawai'i and is organized for the purposes of developing, financing, constructing, owning, and operating the Hale 

Kuawehi Solar Project. Hale Kuawehi Solar LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Innergex Renewables USA LLC, a 

wholly owned subsidiary of Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. (Innergex). 

Innergex is a publicly traded corporation on the Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX) under the symbol INE.  Its 

financial strength is demonstrated by a market capitalization of about $1.8 billion (Canadian) and an enterprise 

value of approximately $5 billion. The Innergex is rated BBB by Standards and Poor’s Rating Services (S&P). In 

2010, Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. and Innergex Power Income Trust successfully completed a strategic 

http://energy.hawaii.gov/renewable-energy
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combination, allowing Innergex to benefit from an attractive cost of capital. Since 2010, Innergex has raised 

approximately $1.5 billion in common shares, preferred shares or debentures. In the last five years, Innergex has 

raised approximately $1 billion. 

Innergex’ portfolio of assets currently consists of 68 operating facilities, including hydroelectric, wind, solar and 

geothermal facilities located in Canada, the USA, France, and Iceland, with an aggregate gross installed capacity 

of 3,072 MW. 

1.3. Parker Ranch  
 

Parker Ranch was established in 1847 and remains one of the largest and oldest cattle ranches in the United 

States. In 1992, following the death of sixth generation Parker descendant Richard Palmer Kaleioku Smart, it 

became part of the charitable Parker Ranch Foundation Trust (PRFT). PRFT’s mission is focused on the 

sustainability of the Waimea community, the hometown of Parker Ranch, by providing perpetual support for 

PRFT’s four Waimea-based beneficiaries: North Hawai‘i Community Hospital (an affiliate of The Queen’s Health 

Systems), Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy, Parker School, and the Richard Smart Fund of the Hawai‘i Community 

Foundation. Parker Ranch, Inc., established in 1995 and wholly-owned by PRFT, continues cattle ranching and is 

proactively leveraging its and the trust’s extensive land and natural resources to support the trust’s 

beneficiaries, achieve a secure energy future, expand the sustainability of local food systems, and facilitate the 

general betterment of the Waimea area. 

In 2011, when Dutch Kuyper became CEO of the ranch, he was charged with assessing the Ranch’s vast 

resources and looking for other business opportunities to enhance its operations.  In order to understand the 

community’s attitude toward energy resource development and their potential energy support, the Ranch 

engaged Ward Research Incorporated to conduct a baseline survey which concluded the majority of residents 

strongly support solar (88%) and wind (75%) energies. 

In 2013, Parker Ranch’s management team developed a new strategy to focus on emerging opportunities for 

Parker Ranch as a large landowner on the resource-rich Big Island of Hawai`i , as well as innovative ways to 

leverage the existing assets and businesses owned and operated by the Ranch.  Specifically, the Ranch has been 

focusing its efforts around three major strategic themes:  energy, agriculture, and community development. 

In an era of increasing energy and food prices, Parker Ranch is exploring options to develop its assets to address 

these challenges.  On the energy front, the Ranch’s natural energy resources (wind, solar, hydro) have the 

potential to be strategically developed in support of a sustainable future for Parker Ranch, its beneficiaries, the 

community of Waimea, and the island of Hawai`i. 

In early 2018, the Trustees of the Park Ranch Foundation Trust and Innergex entered into a lease option 

agreement to allow Innergex to move forward in the development of the Hale Kuawehi Solar Project. 

1.4. Proposed Hale Kuawehi Solar Project 
 

The proposed Hale Kuawehi Solar Project (the Project) would involve developing, constructing and operating a 

30 MW solar photovoltaic and 120 MWh battery energy storage system, located on Parker Ranch, mauka of 

Mamalahoa Highway between Saddle Road and the existing West Hawaii Concrete plant, near Waimea, on the 

island of Hawai`i.  The proposed Project would power about 16,750 Big Island households with clean, renewable 

energy. 
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The Project would consist of a solar field with arrays of photovoltaic panels that would be arranged in rows on 

single-axis tracking foundations.  The solar array would charge the battery storage during the day to provide 

electricity whenever it is needed most, day or night.  Other equipment on site would include combiners, 

inverters, transformer(s), buried conduits, and onsite collector lines. 

The solar field and associated infrastructure would utilize approximately 300-acres of the 22,099-acre Tax Map 

Key (TMK) 6-7-001:025.  The proposed interconnection route would consist of a 69-kilovolt (kV) overhead 

transmission line that would extend from the Project switchyard approximately 0.7-mile northwest, across 

Mamalahoa Highway to connect into the HELCO grid at the existing L7200 transmission line located on TMK 6-8-

001-001.  

The Project would be accessed from an existing access road running through the West Hawaii Concrete Plant / 

Industrial Park and new site access roads would be construction from the existing road to the solar array.  

This project concept is in the early development stage.  While a resource assessment has been completed along 

with a biological and archaeological field visit/reconnaissance survey and a Critical Issues Analysis which 

describes the existing environmental resources at the Project area and identified regulatory requirements, 

issues, constraints, and limitations as they relate to the Project; detailed archaeological, cultural, environmental 

and technical survey have not yet been conducted and won’t be completed until after the PPA is executed by 

the Company and Innergex.  A preliminary project layout for the proposed Project has been prepared and has 

been presented to the local community for feedback (Figure 1).  Changes will be made to the extent possible to 

address local perspectives and concerns raised. 

1.4.1. Naming of the Project 
 

Innergex engaged with the Waimea Native Homesteader’s Association and the cultural practitioner they 

recommended to meet with to learn about the history of the place the proposed project is located. 

After extensive research, including spiritual prayers, the name of Hale Kuawehi was given by Kumu Micah L.K.  

Kamohoalii to the solar project. 

HALE “House” This word can also mean host or hospitable. It is the understanding that the hale is where things 

of great importance are kept and stored, a source of good energy and a place of peace and calm where one may 

always return to. 

KUA “Back” or “to carry on the back” as in hard work. In Hawaiian, the back was one of the most important 

areas of the body. This is where strength and hard work derives, like the western saying “put your back into it!” 

WEHI “Adornment or To Beautify” This word commemorates the natural lush beauty of Hawai’i and the power 

of our natural elements around us, as we live in an oasis of beauty. 

KUAWEHI This word describes the suns rays and the powerful energy these rays hold. 

2. Community Engagement Overview 
2.1. Objectives & Approach 

 

During early stage project development, the intention of Innergex, in conjunction with Parker Ranch, is to 

engage with the local communities to proactively foster their understanding and invite their input on the 

proposed project concept.  The aim will be to achieve open, two-way communication.  This engagement process 
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will help Innergex share information with the local communities, understand local values, and discover areas of 

mutual interest.  It also provides an opportunity to work through an iterative process with local communities to 

identify issues and take measures to address concerns in a cooperative way. 

The objectives of the community engagement process are to: 

1. Provide information to the local communities to aid in their understanding of the proposal and its 

potential implications for their community, both “pro” and “con”, as it becomes available. 

2. Establish an open line of communication with the local communities. 

3. Listen to the views, concerns and interests of the local communities and cooperatively develop solutions 

that address the issues raised.  Where changes cannot be made to address such issues, we are 

committed to being transparent about the limitations that prevent the changes from being made. 

A variety of methods have been used to engage the public and stakeholders on the proposed Project.  Innergex 

established a Project website and email, offered to meet one-on-one, with small groups and at regularly 

scheduled community association meetings.  Innergex is continuously updating the stakeholder list and 

contacting stakeholders to introduce Innergex and the Project.  Innergex has been available to meet with 

stakeholders and present Project updates.  In addition, several advertisements and articles have appeared in the 

local newspapers/media sources (see Appendix A). 

2.2. Identifying the Local Communities 
 

In order to gain an understanding of the local area that surrounds the proposed project site, a process was 

undertaken in 2018 to identify and group the local stakeholders into several different “Local Communities” that 

are differentiated based on the anticipated level of interest (stake) that they have in, and impact that the 

proposed project may have on them.  Throughout the engagement process, and as Innergex’s understanding of 

the local community and potential project impacts evolves, the approach to engaging the identified Local 

Communities has and will continue to evolve. 

The following is a list of the Local Communities that were engaged throughout the consultation process to date. 

Local Community Type Key Stakeholders 

Local Government County of Hawai`i 
 

Native Hawaiian Groups & Cultural Practitioner Waimea Native Homesteader’s Association 
Kumu Micah L.K.  Kamohoalii 
 

Community Associations 
 

Closest development outside of Parker Ranch lands is 
the community of Waimea. 

 Waimea Community Association 
 
Extended open invitations to meet: 

 Kohala Coast Resort Association 

 Puako Community Association 

 Waikii Homeowners Ranch Association 

 Waikola Community Association 
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Local Community Type Key Stakeholders 

Residents of Waimea Ratepayers, landowners and/or constituents in areas 
surrounding the proposed project site. 
 

Agricultural, Local Business, Other Key Groups and 
Agencies 

Ellison Onizuka Kona International Airport - Hawaii 
District Engineer 
Hawai`i Department of Transportation 
Hawai`i Island Economic Development Board 
Hawai`i Leeward Planning Conference 
Hawaiii Island Chamber of Commerce 
Kamuela Farmer’s Market 
Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce 
Lalamilo Farmers Association 
Paniolo Cattle Co. 
Ulupono Initiative 
Parker Ranch Industrial Park Tenants 

 West Hawaii Concrete, Ltd. 

 Aloha Petroleum 

 Bertlemann, Inc. 

 Island Topsoil, LLC 

 Kohala Roofing, Inc. 

 Big Island Modular 

 Big Island Mechanical, LLC 

 James W. Glover, Ltd. 

 R. Fegerstrom Rentals, Inc. 

 2B Environmental, Inc. 

 Roberts Hawaii, Inc. 

 Water Resources International 

 The Gas Company, LLC dba Hawaii Gas 
 

Local Media Local Newspapers 

 West Hawaii Today 

 Hilo Tribune Herald 
 

 
2.3. Access to Information, Awareness Raising & Accessible Feedback Channels 

 

Throughout the early engagement process, Innergex continually worked to increase the awareness of the 

project, availability of information and channels to have discussions with the project team.  The below list 

outlines the key steps to achieve accessibility of information and transparency in the development process. 

No Type of Access Description 

1 Contact Details A contact name, phone number, email, website and mailing address has been 
provided in our communication materials. 
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No Type of Access Description 

2 Project Website A website (halekuawehisolar.com) is publically available and provides an 
overview of the Project, project updates, project timelines, project contact 
information, project handout, open house presentation / posters (including 
Visual Simulations and preliminary project layout), informational 
stories/advertisements, and a link to a general email address 
(hawaiisolar@innergex.com). 
 

3 Project Handout An information handout was produced for the project.  It was made available at 
all meetings and is available on the Project website. 
 
Refer to Appendix B for copies of the Innergex Brochure and Project Handout. 
 

4 Newspaper Outreach The Public Open House held on October 29, 2018 was advertised in the local 
newspaper.  A series of six informational advertisements / stories were run in 
the local newspaper (West Hawaii Today) beginning on October 12, 2018.  The 
stories were intended to increase awareness of the project proposal and 
encourage people to engage with us. 

 Notice of Public Open Housel Notice, published on October 12, 2018 

 Story #1 – 100% Renewable Energy, published on October 12, 2018 

 Story #2 – Capturing the Energy of the Sun, published on October 24, 2018 

 Story #3 Being a Good Neighbor, published on October 31, 2018 

 Story #4 – Battery Storage System, published on November 7, 2018 

 Story #5 Honoring the Past, Respect for the Future - published on 
November 14, 2018 

 Story #6 – Thank you and Holiday Wishes, published on December 19, 2018 
 
Refer to Appendix C for copies of the stories.  The stories are also posted to the 
Project website. 

 

5 Project Posters / 
Presentation  

Project Posters / Presentation was prepare to communicate details about 
Renewable Energy in Hawai`i, RFP Process, and the proposed  Project including: 

 Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. and our Values 

 The Project & Its Name 

 How will the Project Work & Equipment Overview 

 Studies to be Completed 

 Timelines 

 Preliminary Project Overview Layout 

 Visual Simulations 
 
Refer to Appendix D for a copy of the Open House Poster Boards / Presentation. 
 

mailto:hawaiisolar@innergex.com
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No Type of Access Description 

6 Feedback Forms Feedback forms were provided at the public open house and all written 
feedback provided (completed feedback forms and / or email submissions) 
have been included in this consultation report.   
 
Refer to Appendix E for written feedback provided. Note:  Personal contact 
information has been redacted from the feedback received for the purposes of 
this report. 
 

 

2.4. Consideration for Local Impacts and Local Influence 
 

Since one of the objectives of community engagement includes listening to the views, concerns and interests of 

the Local Communities and cooperatively developing solutions that address the issues raised, it was important 

that the engagement process resulted in tangible changes to the proposed project based on local feedback.   

The project is in the early stages of development.  We expect that the layout of the project will be refined in 

consideration of archaeological, cultural, environmental, technical, economic and consultation (social) input 

received during the development phase.  These considerations may at times conflict with each other or have 

different levels of significance.  For example, addressing one landowner’s concern could have implications on 

another landowner/ Local Communities or an environmental feature.  

With this in mind, Innergex will endeavor to make development decisions that appropriately balance these 

considerations, with the intent of developing the best possible project from an archaeological, cultural, 

environmental, technical, economic, and social perspective.  We will continue to engage the Local Communities 

on key Project changes and communicate how your input has influenced development decisions.   

The Local Communities have expressed that they are pleased to see renewable energy being developed on the 

island of Hawai`i, and specifically at the proposed project location as well as Innergex’s approach to engagement 

and project development.  The number one feedback is to continue to keep everyone updated, as they are 

excited to see how the project progresses. 

“The Innergex project is a game changer – both in terms of potentially lowering energy bills for Hawai’i Island 

residents, farms, ranches and businesses, and also in terms of reducing dependence on climate-changing fossil 

fuels,” said Patti Cook, WCA President.  “We are grateful HELCO and the PUC are moving in this direction and 

welcome Innergex to our community.  They are very eager to meet and talk with residents, answer questions 

and become active community contributors.”1      

                                                           
 

1 Cook, P. 2018. President, Waimea Community Association.  Email communication to Waimea Community 
Association.  October 29, 2018 
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3. Community Engagement Activities Summary 
3.1. Public Open House 

 

In accordance with the terms of the RFP, an Open House was held on October 29, 2018 at the Waimea Middle 

School Cafeteria.  The meeting was advertised through the Project website, newspaper advertisements (refer to 

Section 2.3 above), and email invites to various stakeholders.  Approximately 20 people attended the open 

house.  The public comment period for the Project ran from November 1 to November 30, 2018.  Refer to 

Appendix E for written feedback provided.   

The Public Open House format included information on the State of Hawaii’s renewable energy and Project 

information presented by Innergex including a PowerPoint presentation, information boards and visual 

simulation posters (Appendix E).  Innergex and their consultants were also in attendance to answer questions. 

Questions posed by the public included the following: 

 What is the feedback process?  When will community input be taken?  How can we influence the 

project? 

 Is Innergex doing an environmental assessment?  Or is it being done by someone else? 

 Are there socio-economic impacts associated with the project? 

 Are there Blackburn sphinx moth?  Have they been identified? 

 Have archaeological studies been completed?  If so, what are the results and are there any potential 

implications for the project? 

 How large is the parcel?  Is it the area Parker Ranch set aside in past as agricultural land? 

 Will new transmission line be built? 

 Are you using local engineers and contractors to do the construction? 

 Will solar panels withstand hurricans and typhoons? 

 Did HELCO’s process guarantee they will purchase the power? 

 How does this solar plant help the island to get the RPS goal? 

 What makes the battery special?  How does it work?  How is it charged? How will the utility use is? 

 Has a solar resource assessment been completed? 

 Will there be some limited grazing or agriculture use of the 300 acres? 

 Are there any plans for a buffer around the 300 acres to protect the solar farm from wildfire? 

 Is the fixed panel better than tracker panels because of the wear and tear? 

 Has anyone ever looked at full moon power? 

 Is the interconnection through overhead transmission line? 

 HELCO has lost transmission line poles due to wildfires, how will you manage? 

 Do panels need to be cleaned?  If so, how do you clean them? 

Questions were answered during the Public Open House by members of the Project team. 
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3.2. Meetings with Local Communities 
 

In addition to the Open House, Innergex has held the following meetings with Local Communities as part of the 

early engagement process that spans from June 2018 to December 2018. 

During these meetings, the aim was to share information about the history of energy development initiatives on 

Parker Ranch, who Innergex is and our approach to project development, and what our proposed project is as 

well as identify interests, opportunities and issues they might have. 

Meetings with Local Communities 

County of Hawaii 

 May 2, 2018 (Mayor, Planning and Research & Development Department) 

 May 3, 2018 (Councilmember) 

 October 15, 2018 (Planning, Engineering, Fire Inspection Departments) 

 October 16, 2018 (Mayor, Research & Development Department) 

 October 26, 2018 (Councilmember) 
 

Waimea Community Association Meetings 

 May 3, 2018 (Community Association Members) 

 August 2, 2018 (Community Association Members) 

 October 25, 2018 (President) 

 November 1, 2018 (Community Association Members) 
 
An email invite to the Open House as well as an open invitation to meet was sent to the neighboring 
Communication Associations on October 17, 2018. 

 Kohala Coast Resort Association 

 Puako Community Association 

 Waiki'i Ranch Homeowners Association 

 Waikoloa Community Association 
 

Waimea Native Hawaiian Homesteaders’ Association & Cultural Practitioner Meetings 

 July 7, 2018 (Site visit with Cultural Practitioner) 

 July 10, 2018 (Board) 

 August 2, 2018 (Cultural Practitioner) 

 October 25, 2018 (Board & Community Association Members) 
 

Lalamilo Farmers Association 

 July 26, 2018 

 October 25, 2018 
 

Agricultural, Local Business, Other Key Groups or Agencies 

 April 16, 2018 Ulupono Initiative 

 April 18, 2018 – Paniolo Cattle Co. 

 May 15, 2018 – DOFA & US Fish & Wildlife Services 

 July 5, 2018 – Hawaii District Engineer - Ellison Onizuka Kona International Airport 

 July 7, 2018 – Kamuela Farmer Market (Board) 

 August 4, 2018 – Kamuela Farmers Market – Hosted an information booth for community members. 
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Meetings with Local Communities 

 October 15, 2018 – Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce 

 October 16, 2018 – Hilo Chamber of Commerce 

 October16, 2018 – Hawaii Department of Transportation 

 October 25, 2018 – Hawaii Island Economic Development Board & Hawaii Leeward Planning 
Conference 

 November 1, 2018 –  Parker Ranch Industrial Park Tenants , West Hawaii Concrete  
 

2019 Planned Activity 
On-going engagement activities will continue throughout 2019 and will remain responsive and iterative.  
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Appendix A – Media 
 

2018-10-10 Innergex Press Release:  Innergex Advances to Final Award Group with Solar and Battery 
Storage Projects in Hawaii 
https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/INE_HI_EN.pdf  
 

2018-10-10 Ililani Media:  New Solar Project Planned for Hawaii - AES & Innergex Will Each Build Two 
Solar-Plus-Storage Facilities in Hawai’i 
http://www.ililani.media/2018/10/new-solar-projects-planned-for-
hawaii.html#!/2018/10/new-solar-projects-planned-for-hawaii.html  
 

2018-10-10 West Hawaii Today:  Two large solar projects eyed for Big Island 
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/10/hawaii-news/two-large-solar-projects-
eyed-for-big-island/ 
 

2018-10-10 Recharge: Hawaiian Electric to contract for more than 1GWh of storage:  Canada’s Innergex 
among winning bidders as Hawaiian utility readies largest renewables injection in state’s 
history 
https://www.rechargenews.com/transition/1604715/hawaiian-electric-to-contract-for-
more-than-1gwh-of-storage  
 

2018-10-15 North American Clean Energy:  Innergex Advances to Develop Solar Project in Hawaii 
http://www.nacleanenergy.com/articles/32511/innergex-advances-to-develop-solar-
project-in-hawai-i  
 

2018-10-15 Ililani Media:  Hawaii Supreme Court Holds Three Public Oral Arguments:  Education, Access 
& Hu Honua (mentions the public open house on October 30 at the end of the article). 
http://www.ililani.media/#!/2018/10/hawaii-supreme-court-holds-three-public.html  
 

2018-22-18 West Hawaii Today:  Innergex Renewable Energy wins two Hawaiian Electric solar-plus-
storage project bids:  Public presentations set for Oct. 29 and Nov. 1 to discuss Waimea 
project. 
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/22/north-hawaii-news/innergex-renewable-
energy-wins-two-hawaiian-electric-solar-plus-storage-project-bids-public-presentations-set-
for-oct-29-and-nov-1-to-discuss-waimea-project/  
 

2018-10-24 Hawaii Tribune-Herald:  Residents invite to get to know Innergex 
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2018/10/24/hawaii-news/residents-invited-to-get-
to-know-innergex/  
 

2018-11-02 The Maui News:  Isle’s largest solar project slated for old sugar fields 
http://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2018/11/isles-largest-solar-project-slated-
for-old-sugar-fields/  
 

  

https://www.innergex.com/wp-content/uploads/INE_HI_EN.pdf
http://www.ililani.media/2018/10/new-solar-projects-planned-for-hawaii.html#!/2018/10/new-solar-projects-planned-for-hawaii.html
http://www.ililani.media/2018/10/new-solar-projects-planned-for-hawaii.html#!/2018/10/new-solar-projects-planned-for-hawaii.html
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/10/hawaii-news/two-large-solar-projects-eyed-for-big-island/
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/10/hawaii-news/two-large-solar-projects-eyed-for-big-island/
https://www.rechargenews.com/transition/1604715/hawaiian-electric-to-contract-for-more-than-1gwh-of-storage
https://www.rechargenews.com/transition/1604715/hawaiian-electric-to-contract-for-more-than-1gwh-of-storage
http://www.nacleanenergy.com/articles/32511/innergex-advances-to-develop-solar-project-in-hawai-i
http://www.nacleanenergy.com/articles/32511/innergex-advances-to-develop-solar-project-in-hawai-i
http://www.ililani.media/#!/2018/10/hawaii-supreme-court-holds-three-public.html
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/22/north-hawaii-news/innergex-renewable-energy-wins-two-hawaiian-electric-solar-plus-storage-project-bids-public-presentations-set-for-oct-29-and-nov-1-to-discuss-waimea-project/
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/22/north-hawaii-news/innergex-renewable-energy-wins-two-hawaiian-electric-solar-plus-storage-project-bids-public-presentations-set-for-oct-29-and-nov-1-to-discuss-waimea-project/
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2018/10/22/north-hawaii-news/innergex-renewable-energy-wins-two-hawaiian-electric-solar-plus-storage-project-bids-public-presentations-set-for-oct-29-and-nov-1-to-discuss-waimea-project/
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2018/10/24/hawaii-news/residents-invited-to-get-to-know-innergex/
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2018/10/24/hawaii-news/residents-invited-to-get-to-know-innergex/
http://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2018/11/isles-largest-solar-project-slated-for-old-sugar-fields/
http://www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2018/11/isles-largest-solar-project-slated-for-old-sugar-fields/
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Innergex is proposing to develop the Hale Kuawehi Solar 
Project, a 30 MW solar photovoltaic and 120 MWh battery 
energy storage system project located on Parker Ranch, near 
Waimea, on the island of Hawai`i. The proposed Project would 
power about 16,750 Big Island households with clean, 
renewable energy.

Hale Kuawehi would consist of a solar field with arrays of photovoltaic panels that 
would be arranged in rows on single-axis tracking foundations. The solar array would 
charge the battery storage during the day to provide electricity whenever it is 
needed most, day or night.

The proposed interconnection route would consists of an overhead transmission line 
that would extend from the Project switchyard approximately 0.7-mile northwest, 
across Mamalahoa Highway to connect into the Hawaii Electric Light Company 
transmission line.

The solar field and associated infrastructure would occupy approximately 300-acres.

HALE 
KUAWEHI 

SOLAR 
PROJECT



1:210,000  WGS 1984 UTM Zone 4N Miles
0 2.5 5 10 15 20

THE STATE’S GOAL IS TO BE 100% RENEWABLE 
ENERGY BY 2045

By 2022, the Hawaiian Electric Companies are seeking to add 390 MW of 
renewable energy to the State’s energy mix through a competitive procurement 
process. As such, the Hawaiian Electric Company and its subsidiary companies, 
Maui Electric Company and Hawaii Electric Light Company, launched a request 
for proposals process in the spring of 2018 for clean, renewable energy projects 
for Oahu, Maui and Hawai`i Island that would help the state meet its goal of 
100% renewable energy by 2045, bringing more stable electricity costs to 
consumers and reduce its dependency on imported sources of energy. 

Innergex submitted the Hale Kuawehi Solar Project into the Hawaii Electric Light 
Company process and was selected to be in the Final Award Group and is in the 
process of negotiating a contract.

COMMUNITY 

Innergex has a 28-year history of developing and operating successful and 
environmentally responsible renewable energy projects around the world.  Our 
core company values include integrity, responsibility, collaboration and 
transparency.

Innergex believes that communities must benefit from a renewable energy 
project in their area that go beyond economic benefits such as job 
opportunities.  We have a long history of sponsoring and supporting local 
associations, legacy projects and community events in the communities 

where
 
we operate.  We pride ourselves on being good neighbors and strive 

for excellence.  Innergex is committed to building and maintaining 
long-term relationships for the life of the project and beyond.  

ARCHAEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL AND  
ENVIRONMENTAL

Innergex takes its environmental responsibilities very seriously and our 
facilities are developed and operated with strict adherence to environmental 
codes and best practices. To date, we have conducted a preliminary 
archaeological desktop and reconnaissance field survey at the Project area. A 
Critical Issues Analysis was also completed which describes the existing 
environmental resources at the Project area and identifies regulatory 
requirements, issues, constraints, and limitations as they relate to the Project. 
We have used these preliminary results to site the proposed Project in a 
location that minimizes environmental impacts. We will be conducting 
detailed wildlife and site-specific surveys and studies are required to assess 
potential Project impacts, required mitigation, design limitations, and to 
refine required permitting criteria. 

Conducting archaeological and cultural surveys and environmental and 
technical studies are crucial to the understanding of a site. Furthermore, early 
stage meetings with key stakeholders who have information and an interest 
in the Project area have already started, as well as public meetings to gather 
feedback on the proposed project. Community engagement efforts will 
continue throughout the development of the proposed Project.  The intention 
is to arrive at the best possible final layout that balances environmental, 
technical, economic and social considerations.

Renewable energy projects are subject to County and State regulations.

PROPOSED SOLAR PROJECT 
ON PARKER  RANCH, HAWAI’I 

DETAILED 
PROJECT VIEW



PROJECT STAGES

1

2

3

4

5

6

SECURE LAND AGREEMENT 
with local land owner.

RELATIVELY QUICK STAGE 
Can be completed in as little as 8 months.

COMPETITIVE 
BIDDING PROCESS 
overseen by Hawaii Electric Light Company. 
Innergex is participating in the Request for Proposal 
process and has been selected to negotiate a 
Purchase Power Agreement.

UNDERTAKE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL/
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
and permitting process working 
with government agencies.
This is the lengthiest stage and is expected 
to take more than 12 months.

IDENTIFY LOCATION

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACT TO SELL POWER

ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVALS 
AND PERMITTING

AN INITIAL 
25-YEAR TIMEFRAME
Anticipate a 35-40 year project life.

OPERATION

Community engagement is ongoing throughout this process.

RETURN THE LAND 
to its original state.

DECOMMISIONING



FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION
Julia Mancinelli, Manager – Environment 
604 633-9990, extension 2231 
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

innergex.com

SOLAR POWER FACTS
Solar energy is the conversion of sunlight into usable energy forms. The sun’s rays 
transmit light energy, in the form of photons, which can be converted to electricity 
using certain materials that naturally release electrons when exposed to light. Solar 
energy is the cleanest, most abundant renewable energy source available.

More information on solar energy is available at Innergex (innergex.com), the Solar 
Energy Industries Association (seia.org) and the International Energy Agency (iea.org).

ABOUT INNERGEX
Innergex develops, acquires, owns and operates hydroelectric facilities, wind farms, 
solar farms and geothermal power generation plants. As a global player in the 
renewable energy sector, Innergex conducts operations in Canada, the United 
States, France, Chile and Iceland. Innergex manages a large portfolio of assets 
and aims to increase its production of renewable energy by sustainably developing 
and operating high quality facilities while respecting the environment and balancing 
the best interests of our host communities, our partners and our investors.

SOLAR ENERGY AND BATTERY 
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM 
HOW IT WORKS

SOLAR PANEL

INVERTER

TRANSFORMER

SUBSTATION

BATTERY

ELECTRIC GRID

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

2 3

2

5

6

3

34

DC ˜1,500 Vdc

DC ˜1,000 Vdc

AC 34.5 kv

AC 34.5 kv

AC 69 kv



LONGUEUIL  (Head Office) 
1225 Saint-Charles Street West, 10th floor
Longueuil, Québec J4K 0B9
Tel. 450 928-2550    Fax 450 928-2544  
info@innergex.com

REGIONAL OFFICES
Lyon, France 
San Diego, USA 
Vancouver, Canada

innergex.com

MISSION
Our mission is to increase our 
production of renewable energy  
by developing and operating high  
quality facilities while respecting the 
environment and balancing the best 
interests of the host communities,  
our partners, and our investors.

STRATEGY
Our strategy for building shareholder 
value is to develop or acquire high-
quality facilities that generate 
sustainable cash flows and provide  
an attractive risk-adjusted return  
on invested capital, and to distribute  
a stable dividend.

GROWTH
Our growth is solidly rooted in a 
long-term vision and strict adherence  
to our mission and our values. Going 
forward, our time-tested approach  
will continue to guide us in achieving  
our vision of providing renewable energy 
for a sustainable future.

PARTNER
Our ability to understand and adapt  
to each community’s individual  
needs has been a hallmark of how  
we approach each project. Whether it  
be through shared economic benefits, 
employment opportunities, shared 
ownership, partnership agreements,  
or community investment, we recognize 
our responsibility and opportunity to 
help bring socio-economic development 
to rural and First Nation communities.

VALUES
Conscientious innovators who are 
respectful of their partners, the 
members of the Innergex team 
champion fundamental values that  
earn them the respect of the partners 
and the communities that host their 
projects. Our relationships with local 
communities are based on core values 
of transparency, integrity, responsibility, 
and collaboration.

CommonShares (TSX: INE)1 – annual dividend of $0.68 per share
Series A Preferred Shares (INE.PR.A) – annual dividend of $0.902 per share
Series C Preferred Shares (INE.PR.C) – annual dividend of $1.4375 per share
Convertible Debenture (INE.DB.A) – annual coupon of 4.25%

1 Part of the S&P/TSX Composite Index, as well as several other S&P/TSX subindices.

INNERGEX  
RENEWABLE ENERGY 
IS LISTED ON  
THE TORONTO  
STOCK EXCHANGE

1. 
Social acceptance of projects  
and socioeconomic benefits for  
the communities and partners.

2. 
Respect for the environment  
to avoid, minimize, mitigate  
or compensate for any impact  
on the surrounding ecosystem.

3. 
Corporate profitability to ensure 
stability and growth of dividends  
to holders of common shares.

SUSTAINABLE  
BUSINESS MODEL

GLOBAL 
OVERVIEW
UPDATE: JULY 5, 2018

Our portfolio of assets 
consists of 68 operating 
facilities, 2 projects under 
construction, and numerous 
prospective projects at 
different stages of 
development.We have operations 

throughout Canada, 
United States, France, 
Chile and Iceland and our 
growth is powered by our 
many prospective 
projects and acquisitions.

Our gross 
installed capacity 
is more than  
3,000 MW  
(more than  
1,700 MW net).

The total 
entreprise value 
is $5.6 billion1.

1 All financial data are  
in Canadian Dollars.

Innergex Renewable Energy Inc.  
is a leading independent renewable 
power producer active since 1990. 
We develop, acquire, own, and 
operate quality installations, namely 
run-of-river hydroelectric facilities, 
wind farms, solar photovoltaic 
farms and geothermal facilities.

INNERGEX CREDIT RATINGS

Rating Service Rating Credit ratings

STANDARD & POOR’S BBB- 



STOKKE CREEK
22.0 MW (50.0%)

LAMONT CREEK
27.0 MW (50.0%)

TIPELLA CREEK
18.0 MW (50.0%)

UPPER STAVE RIVER
33.0 MW (50.0%)

HORSESHOE BEND
9.5 MW (100.0%)

ASHLU CREEK
49.9 MW (100.0%)

NORTHWEST STAVE RIVER 
17.5 MW (100.0%)

TRETHEWAY CREEK 
21.2 MW (100.0%)

BIG SILVER CREEK
40.6 MW (100.0%)

WALDEN NORTH 
16.0 MW (51.0%)

DOUGLAS CREEK
27.0 MW (50.0%)

FIRE CREEK
23.0 MW (50.0%)

UPPER LILLOOET RIVER
81.4 MW (100.0%)

BOULDER CREEK
25.3 MW (100.0%)

KWOIEK CREEK
49.9 MW (50.0%)

MILLER CREEK
33.0 MW (100.0%)

BROWN LAKE
7.2 MW (100.0%)

FITZSIMMONS CREEK
7.5 MW (100.0%)

EAST TOBA
147.0 MW (40.0%)

JIMMIE CREEK
62.0 MW (51.0%)

MONTROSE CREEK
88.0 MW (40.0%)

RUTHERFORD CREEK
49.9 MW (100.0%)

L’ANSE-À-VALLEAU
100.5 MW (38.0%)

CARLETON
109.5 MW (38.0%)

BAIE-DES-SABLES
109.5 MW (38.0%)

PORTNEUF-2
9.9 MW (100.0%)

PORTNEUF-1
8.0 MW (100.0%)

SHANNON
204.0 MW (50.0%)

FLAT TOP
200.0 MW (51.0%)

 PORTNEUF-3
8.0 MW (100.0%)

SM-1
30.5 MW (50.0%)

MONTMAGNY
2.1 MW (100.0%)

CHAUDIÈRE
24.0 MW (100.0%)

WINDSOR
5.5 MW (100.0%)

GLEN MILLER
8.0 MW (100.0%)

UMBATA FALLS
23.0 MW (49.0%)

SAINT-PAULIN
8.0 MW (100.0%)

STARDALE
33.2 MWDC (100.0%)

SPARTAN
13.5 MWDC (100.0%)

KOKOMO
7.0 MWDC (90.0%)

BATAWA
5.0 MW (100.0%)

VIGER-DENONVILLE
24.6 MW (50.0%)

DOKIE 1
144.0 MW (25.5%)

GROS-MORNE 
211.6 MW (38.0%)

MESGI’G UGJU’S’N
150.0 MW (50.0%)

MAGPIE
40.6 MW (100.0%)

MONTAGNE SÈCHE
58.4 MW (38.0%)

PHOEBE
315 .0 MWDC (100.0%)

FOARD CITY
350.0 MW (100.0%)

QUEBEC

ONTARIO

BRITISH  
COLUMBIA

MICHIGAN

TEXAS

INDIANA

IDAHO

LONGUEVAL   
10.0 MW (69.55%)

ROUGEMONT-2   
44.5 MW (69.55%)

ROUGEMONT-1   
36.1 MW (69.55%)

BEAUMONT  
25.0 MW (69.55%)

VALLOTTES
12.0 MW (69.55%)

VAITE
38.9 MW (69.55%)

YONNE
44.0 MW (69.55%)

ANTOIGNÉ   
8.0 MW (69.55%)

BOIS D’ANCHAT  
10.0 MW (69.55%)

PORCIEN
10.0 MW (69.55%)

BOIS DES CHOLLETZ
11.8 MW (69.55%)

THEIL-RABIER 
12.0 MW (69.55%)

MONTJEAN
12.0 MW (69.55%)

PLAN FLEURY 
22.0 MW (69.55%)

LES RENARDIÈRES   
21.0 MW (69.55%)

FRANCE

BRÚARVIRKJUN
9.9 MW (54.0%)

SVARTSENGI
74.0 MW (54.0%)

REYKJANES (1&2)
100.0 MW (54.0%)

ICELAND

PAMPA ELVIRA
34.0 MWDC (27.5%)

SOLAR THERMAL

GUAYACAN
12.0 MW (50.0%)

CENTRAL
EL CANELO
16.0 MW (50.0%)

MAMPIL
55.0 MW (50.0%) PEUCHEN

85.0 MW (50.0%)

CENTRAL
FRONTERA
109.0 MW (37.5%)

CHILE

2 Based on long-term average production.

PPA REMAINING TERMS2

WEIGHTED AVERAGE TERM: 17.64 YEARS
Remaining weighted average life of PPAs, excluding
projects under construction and under development,  

before consideration of renewal options.

PRODUCTION PREDICTABILITY (in GWh)

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,500 3,5002,000 3,000 4,000

2012 97%
2013 95%
2014 100%
2015 98%

2011 101%
2010  97%
2009 101%
2008 103%
2007 95%
2006 105%
2005 101%
2004 103%

2017 92%
2016 105%

SINCE 2004:

100%

   Actual production
   Long-term average production

INNERGEX 
FACILITIES

IN OPERATION  
1,725 /3,072 MW  
(net1 / gross capacity)

T 37 hydro facilities (796/1,181 MW) 

 25 wind farms (773/1,629 MW) 

 4 solar farms (62/88 MWDC)

 2 geothermal facilities (94/174 MW)

 68 facilities
1 Net capacity represents the proportional share of the total 

capacity attributable to Innergex based on its ownership 
interest in each facility.

MORE THAN
8,500 NET MW
IN PROSPECTIVE
PROJECTS  

UNDER DEVELOPMENT 
719/800 MW  
(net/gross capacity)

 3 hydro projects (54/135 MW)

 1 wind project (350/350 MW)

 1 solar project (315/315 MW)

ENERGY SOURCE 
DIVERSIFICATION1

1 Based on net installed capacity.

Solar

Hydro

5%

46%

4%

Geothermal

22 % 

10 years -  
20 years

> 20 yearsWind 45%

28% 

< 10 years

40%
32%
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
OPEN HOUSE

FOR THE PROPOSED HALE 
KUAWEHI SOLAR PROJECT

Innergex Renewables USA LLC has been selected to the Final Award Group in 
the Hawai’i Electric Light Company competitive process to negotiate a contract 
for our Hale Kuawehi Solar Project. We are proposing a 30 MW solar and 120 
MWh battery energy storage system on Parker Ranch, near Waimea. Should a 
contract be awarded for the Hale Kuawehi Solar Project, all required permits 
and approvals would still need to be obtained and further community 
engagement sessions will be conducted.

A public community meeting has been scheduled to provide information and 
get feedback on the proposed project as part of the procurement process. 
Innergex will be available to discuss the details of the project including its 
components, environmental and archaeological surveys, community benefits 
and the overall procurement process. We encourage community members to 
join us for this information session.

If you are unable to attend the Open House you may still make a written 
submission during the public comment period which begins November 1 and 
ends on November 30, 2018. All comments received during this period in 
relation to the submission will be considered. 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION

Date: Monday, October 29, 2018

Time: 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Location: Waimea Middle School Cafeteria, 67-1229 Mamalahoa Highway, 
Kamuela, HI

CONTACT US ANYTIME OR SUBMIT 
A COMMENT:

hawaiisolar@innergex.com

innergex.com



BRINGING HAWAI’I ONE STEP CLOSER 
TO CLEAN ENERGY SELF SUFFICIENCY

100%
RENEWABLE 
ENERGY

Canada-based Innergex has a 28-year 
history of developing and operating 
successful, and environmentally 
responsible renewable energy projects 
around the world. Just like the values 
held across Hawai’i, our core company 
values include integrity, responsibility, 
collaboration and transparency.

Innergex is committed to working 
with local contractors, consultants 
and businesses in developing energy 
projects. We actively support local 
organizations, associations, legacy 
projects and events in the communities 
where we operate. We pride ourselves 
on being good neighbors.

Our proposed 30 MW Hale Kuawehi Solar 
Project plus 120 MWh battery energy 
storage system at Parker Ranch near 
Waimea, will power about 16,750 Big 
Island households with clean, renewable 
energy. Daylight battery storage will 
provide reliable power at night and during 
emergencies, when it is most needed.

Over the coming months, we will continue 
to conduct technical, environmental, 
cultural and archeological studies to 
ensure preservation of storied and sacred 
places on the proposed project site.

Mahalo

The Hawaiian Electric Light Company has invited 
Innergex Renewables USA LLC to participate in its 
effort to achieve 100% renewable energy by 2045.

YOUR FEEDBACK MATTERS

Innergex wants to address 
your questions and concerns 
about this project. Come talk 
story and get to know us. 

Reach out to us by email at  
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

Or, participate in our public 
meeting on October 29, 2018 from 
5:30 PM to 9 PM at the Waimea 
Middle School Cafeteria. 

Visit our website for more 
information:
innergex.com



HAWAI’I ISLAND IS BLESSED WITH AN 
ABUNDANCE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY POTENTIAL 

INCLUDING ENERGY FROM THE SUN. 

Our proposed 30 MW Hale Kuawehi Solar 
Project and 120 MWh battery energy 
storage system would play a significant 
role in enabling Hawai’i Island to reduce 
its dependency on expensive imported 
oil, help the State achieve its renewable 
energy goals and provide a reliable and 
stable source of electricity to consumers.

The solar PV system is designed to 
charge the battery energy storage system 
during the day, which will allow room for 

future rooftop solar PV installations. 
The batteries can then provide power at 
night or when the utility needs it most.

Innergex is committed to working 
with the community to generate clean, 
renewable energy that will increase 
energy self-sufficiency, work in harmony 
with the environment and encourage 
stability and affordability. 

In 2015, Hawai’i took the unprecedented and historical 
step towards energy self-sufficiency to become the first 
state in the U.S. to require 100 percent of its electricity 
to come from renewable sources by 2045. 

YOUR FEEDBACK MATTERS

We know that successful 
renewable energy projects are 
developed with the input and 
support of local communities. 
We look forward to hearing 
your thoughts, comments and 
suggestions on these projects.

Reach out to us by email at  
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

Or, participate in our public meeting 
on October 29, 2018 from 5:30 PM to 
9 PM at the Waimea Charter School 
Cafeteria, Kamuela, HI. 

Visit our website for more 
information: 
innergex.com

SUN
CAPTURING

ON HAWAI’I 
ISLAND

THE ENERGY OF THE



A FOCUS ON SOUND VALUES

Innergex has a 28-year history of 
developing and operating successful 
and environmentally responsible 
renewable energy projects around the 
world. Our core company values include 
integrity, responsibility, collaboration 
and transparency. 

We are committed to sharing economic 
development opportunities by working 
with local contractors, consultants and 
businesses in developing, constructing 
and operating our energy projects. Various 
levels of government, from County to the 
State government, could also benefit from 
the project through direct and indirect 
taxation revenues.

We believe that communities should 
benefit from a renewable energy project in 
their area and as such supports, oftentimes 
through financial contributions, local 
organizations, non-profit associations, 
legacy projects and events.

We pride ourselves on being good 
neighbors. We are committed to 
developing, constructing, and operating 
our proposed Hale Kuawehi Solar 
Project in a socially and environmentally 
responsible manner and look forward to 
continuing to work with the community 
on this project.

Mahalo

When Innergex develops and operates a project, it is committed 
to being a responsible and long-term member of the community. 
The Hale Kuawehi Solar Project, as proposed, will provide clean, 
carbon-free renewable energy at a fixed price for 25 years. 

YOUR FEEDBACK MATTERS

We know that successful 
renewable energy projects are 
developed with the input and 
support of local communities. 
We look forward to hearing 
your thoughts, comments and 
suggestions on these projects.

Visit our website for more 
information or to submit a comment:

halekuawehisolar.com
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

US

BEING A        GOOD   
NEIGHBOR
IS A PRIORITY TO



As the output of a solar PV system is oftentimes variable 
and intermittent due to clouds passing overhead, a battery 
energy storage system has the ability to supply electricity 
during these periods as well as over longer time frames.

YOUR FEEDBACK MATTERS

We know that successful 
renewable energy projects are 
developed with the input and 
support of local communities. 
We look forward to hearing 
your thoughts, comments and 
suggestions on this project.

Visit our website for more 
information or to submit a comment:

halekuawehisolar.com
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

The battery energy storage system for the 
Hale Kuawehi Solar Project will store up 
to 120 MWh, or 30 MW for a duration of 
four hours, and be completely charged 
from the solar panels.

As peak system loads oftentimes occur 
after the sun has set and residential 
demand is increasing, this battery system 
can shift the output to when the energy 
may be more valuable. By storing solar 
output when the sun is shining, the 
battery will enable the project to operate 

more like a conventional power generator. 
The energy stored during the daytime 
can provide electricity when it is needed 
during peak demand hours such as 
evenings or when it is needed most, such 
as during emergencies.  

Innergex is committed to providing a clean, 
steady source of electricity to Hawai’i 
Island residents by capturing and storing 
the power of the sun.

BATTERY SYSTEM
PROVIDES MORE

RELIABILITY

STORING ENERGY



It is important to balance the relationship between 
our natural resources and the human experience.

YOUR FEEDBACK MATTERS

We know that successful 
renewable energy projects are 
developed with the input and 
support of local communities. 
We look forward to hearing 
your thoughts, comments 
and suggestions.

Visit our website for more 
information or to submit a comment:

halekuawehisolar.com
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

The proposed Hale Kuawehi Solar Project 
near Waimea on Hawai’i Island will 
continue to honor that spirit of collaboration 
by respecting the island’s traditions 
and cultures while upholding strict 
environmental commitments during 
every stage of this project.  

Innergex takes its environmental 
responsibilities very seriously and our 
projects are developed and operated 
with strict adherence to environmental 
laws and best practices. We have and 
will continue to conduct field surveys 
and other analyses that will help us to 
describe and identify issues, constraints 
and limitations as they relate to the 
Hale Kuawehi Solar Project.

Our commitment is to minimize, mitigate 
or avoid environmental, archaeological 
and cultural impacts from concept 
to decommissioning.

With a long and proud history of cultural 
activity, conducting archaeological and 
cultural surveys, and environmental 
and technical studies are crucial to the 
understanding of a potential site. We 
continue to gather feedback on the 
proposed project from the community 
with the goal of delivering a project 
that balances archaeological, cultural, 
environmental, technical, economic 
and social considerations.

HONORING THE PAST, 
RESPECT FOR THE FUTURE

WHAT WE DO
MATTERS 

AS MUCH AS
HOW
WE DO IT



Maintaining an open dialogue and encouraging 
two-way communication is a priority for us.

halekuawehisolar.com
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

We pride ourselves on building and 
operating the best possible projects that 
balance socio-economic, environmental 
and stakeholder needs.

To date, we have hosted a public open 
house and delivered several presentations 
to community groups to share information 
on the proposed project. Our team would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for participating in the public comment 
period. Your feedback has been very 
valuable, and we will do what we can to 
incorporate your suggestions into the 

field studies and final design of the 
project. A summary of engagement 
comments will be available online.

We look forward to continuing to engage 
with the community in the new year as the 
project progresses and once the various 
archaeological, cultural, environmental 
and technical studies are completed.

On behalf of the entire Innergex team, we 
would like to wish you and yours all the 
best this holiday season. 

Mahalo!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

THANK 

YOU HALE KUAWEHI 
SOLAR 
PROJECT

FOR TAKING THE 
TIME TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT THE
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HALE KUAWEHI SOLAR PROJECT

Public Open House Posters

October 29, 2018

Waimea Middle School, Waimea, HI



Welcome



TODAY’S OBJECTIVES

Acceptabilité sociale des projets et 
retombées socioéconomiques pour 
les communautés et nos 
partenaires

3

Gather your

feedback

Answer your

questions

Share 

information 

on the 

proposed solar 

project

Respect de l’environnement 
pour éviter, réduire, 
atténuer ou compenser les 
impacts sur l’écosystème 
environnant.



INNERGEX RENEWABLE 
ENERGY INC.

Innergex Renewable Energy Inc. is a global renewable energy

player that develops, acquires, owns and operates hydroelectric

facilities, solar farms, wind farms and geothermal facilities.

Innergex carries out operations in Canada, the United States, 

France, Chile and Iceland.

Head Office 

in Canada

Established

in 1990



INNERGEX VALUES

Transparency ResponsibilityIntegrity Collaboration



Of that, Hawaii 

Electric Light 

Company is 

seeking to add 

70 MW 

RENEWABLE ENERGY IN HAWAI’I

The State of 

Hawai’i has set a 

goal  to achieve

100% 
renewable energy

generation by 2045

In 2017, 57% of electricity used by 

Hawaii Electric Light Company 

customers came from renewable 

energy sources

By 2022 Hawaiian 

Electric Companies is 

seeking to add 390 MW 

of renewable energy to 

their energy mix 

through a competitive 

procurement process.



HALE “House” This word can also mean host or hospitable. It is the 

understanding that the hale is where things of great importance 

are kept and stored, a source of good energy and a place of 

peace and calm where one may always return to. 

KUA “Back” or “to carry on the back” as in hard work. In Hawaiian, 

the back was one of the most important areas of the body. This 

is where strength and hard work derives, like the western saying 

“put your back into it!” 

WEHI “Adornment or To Beautify” This word commemorates the 

natural lush beauty of Hawai’i and the power of our natural 

elements around us, as we live in an oasis of beauty.  

KUAWEHI This word describes the suns rays and the powerful energy these 

rays hold. 

Out of respect to 
Hawaiian history and 

tradition, we wanted to 
give the project a name

that would reflect the rich
cultural history of Hawai’i. 
After extensive research, 

including spiritual prayers, 
this is the name that was

given by 
Kuma Micah L.K. 

Kamohoalii.



Enough to 

power 

~16,750
homes

HALE KUAWEHI SOLAR PROJECT

~100,000
High 

efficiency

solar panels

The Hale Kuawehi Solar Project is a 

proposed 30 MW solar 

photovoltaic + 120 MWh 

battery storage project

located on Parker Ranch, 

near Waimea.

The project was submitted to Hawaii 

Electric Light Company as part of a 

request for proposals for renewable

energy projects and is currently under

negotiations for a contract.



WHY HERE?

The Island of Hawai’i is blessed with an 

abundance of renewable energy potential 

including energy from the sun. Parker Ranch is 

ideally situated to host a solar project as it is 

an area rich in solar resource potential. 

Additionally, there is an existing Hawaii 

Electric Light Company transmission line 

within 0.7 miles of the proposed project area 

which limits the amount of new line required.

The Hale Kuawehi Solar Project will enable the 

Island of Hawai’i to reduce its dependency on 

expensive imported oil, help the State achieve 

its renewable energy goals and provide a 

reliable and stable source of electricity to 

consumers both during the day and at night.

The project is 

anticipated to comply 

with the South Kohala 

Community 

Development Plan, 

which contains 

objectives and policies 

in support of alternative 

energy.



PROJECT AREA

Parker 

Ranch,

Island of 

Hawai’i



The sun is a highly stable and predictable resource, which makes solar 

technology correspondingly reliable and easy to use. The sun’s energy is 

converted directly into electricity by a PV solar panel, named after the 

“photovoltaic” phenomenon, where light energy, in the form of photons, can be 

converted to electricity using certain materials that naturally generate a flow of 

electrons when exposed to light. 

As this process requires no fuel or moving parts, it creates no emissions during 

operations. As a result, solar energy is one of the cleanest, most renewable forms 

of energy around.

Innergex currently

owns interests in 

4 solar 

photovoltaic and 

1 solar thermal 

farms

SOLAR ENERGY

United 

States
Canada Chile

334 MW 33 MW 9 MW



The batteries charge 

from the solar array 

during daylight hours 

and send power to the 

grid when it needs it 

most, day or night.

The power generated

can either charge the 

batteries or send

power to the main 

grid.

Photovoltaic solar 

panels collect energy 

from the sun to 

generate electricity.

HOW WILL THE PROJECT WORK?



Invertebrate

Survey: 

Blackburn 

Sphinx Moth

Survey

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Detailed wildlife and site-specific surveys and studies will be completed to assess potential Project 

impacts, required mitigation, design limitations, and to refine required permitting criteria.

General Plant 

and Wildlife

Surveys

Phase 1 

Environmental

Site 

Assessment

Pre-

construction 

Biological

Clearance 

Surveys

Determination

of Wetlands

and Waters

Noise 

Modeling
Visual Impact 

Analysis
Traffic Impact 

Assessment



Important aspects to consider before finalizing the design and 

building of a project are the potential archaeological, cultural and 

historical properties the project could impact. 

Archaeological

Inventory Survey

▪ Archival research

▪ Surface survey

▪ Test excavations

▪ Data analysis

▪ Reporting

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL STUDIES



Community 

contribution

Local supplier 

procurement and 

employment

Community 

event

sponsorships

and participation

BENEFITS
We have three community benefit strategies for sharing benefits with the local 

community that reflect the economics of the Project.



CONSTRUCTION PHASES

Land 

preparation

and roadwork

Foundations

and 

underground 

cabling

Fencing and 

commissioning

Battery storage

installation

Install support 

racks and solar 

panels

Electrical

substation and 

transmission 

line



EQUIPMENT

Battery 

Storage

Lithium-ion battery 

storage improves 

grid resiliency with 

major benefits such 

as load shifting to 

deliver power when it 

is needed most

Solar Single-

Axis Trackers
Solar Panel

Increase energy 

output by 10-20% 

compared to fixed tilt 

foundations and 

have proven 

reliability under 

severe weather 

conditions

High efficiency

panels that are 400+ 

watts provide

optimal energy

production and 

minimize the 

footprint of the solar 

project



PRELIMINARY PROJECT OVERVIEW

This conceptual layout is based on topographic data. The next version of the layout will incorporate archaeological, cultural, environmental and technical study results as well as
balancing economic and social perspectives. At times, these various considerations may conflict with each other but we will strive to make development decisions that
appropriately balance these considerations, with the intent of developing the best possible project.











TIMELINE

• February 2018 Request for Proposal Issued

• April 2018 Request for Proposal Bids Submission

• June 2018 Short List Group Notification and Best and Final Offer 

• September 2018 Final Award Group Selection and Contract Negotiations Begin

• December 2018  Execute Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)

• 2019 Public Utilities Commission Approval of the PPA

• 2019-2021 Complete Archaeological and Cultural Surveys, Environmental and 

Technical Studies and Obtain Permits and Approvals

• Q3 2021 Estimated Construction Start

• Q2 2022 Commercial Operation Date

• Operation:  25-Year PPA Timeframe

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IS ONGOING THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE PROCESS.



Mahalo.

Please provide us with your
feedback by filling out the form
or submit your comments at 
hawaiisolar@innergex.com

www.innergex.com

Your opinion is important!



INNERGEX RENEWABLES USA LLC Consultation Report  
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