
Barbers Point Solar Project is a proposed 15 MWAC solar 
PV system coupled with a four-hour 15 MW (60 MWh) 
DC-coupled battery energy storage system. The Project 
is to be located on industrial zoned land owned by 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) in Kapolei 
on the island of Oahu. The solar array and associated 
infrastructure would utilize approximately 100-acres. A 
generation tie-line would extend approximately 0.25-
miles northeast from the solar array to connect into the 
existing Hawaiian Electric Companies grid. 
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THE STATE’S GOAL IS TO BE 100% RENEW-
ABLE ENERGY BY 2045
In 2019, Hawaiian Electric launched the second phase of their renewable 
energy procurement process, the single largest procurement effort 
undertaken by a U.S. utility, for approximately 900 MW of new renewable 
generation.

The Hawaiian Electric Companies launched a request for proposals for 
clean, renewable energy projects for Oahu, Maui and Hawaii Island that 
would help the state meet its goal of 100% renewable energy by 2045 to 
bring more stable electricity costs to consumers and reduce its 
dependency on imported sources of energy. 

Innergex submitted the Barbers Point Solar Project as part of the 
competitive procurement process. For Oahu, new renewable energy 
projects are needed to replace a 180-megawatt coal-fired plant due to 
close by September 2022. Barbers Point was selected to be in the Final 
Award Group and is in the process of negotiating a power purchase 
agreement.

BACKGROUND 
n August 2009, the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) and 
Hawaiian Electric executed the Energy Partnership Charter with a share 
vision for an energy future for Hawaii that would serve as a model of 
energy self-sufficiency and sustainability and leave a legacy for future 
generations to come. Critical energy objectives were set, including 
identifying suitable renewable projects for DHHL’s suitable lands that 
were not suitable for homestead development. 

The parcels at Kalaeloa are designated as Industrial and have qualities 
that are ideal for a solar project. DHHL lands in Kalaeloa were deemed 
not suitable for homesteading due to their proximity to a nearby airport as 
well as their remote locations, physical characteristics, and lack of 
infrastructure for residential development.  It was also determined that 
the highest and best use of these available lands would be in the 

renewable energy category as a result of limiting issues including land 
tenure, presence of historical structures, and topography. The area’s 
terrain is considered karst which is characterized by porous and 
permeable coralline limestone reef deposit, making much of DHHL’s 
Kalaeloa land susceptible to sink holes and therefore more appropriate 
for low-intensity industrial use. Revenues developed from industrial 
leasing of these available lands are used by DHHL to develop new 
homesteads in suitable residential areas throughout the state. 

Renewable energy sites were selected by DHHL in consultation with the 
beneficiary community as part of their planning processes throughout 
2008 – 2014. In 2018 and in 2019, DHHL ran consecutive competitive 
solicitation processes for the disposition of these sites by general leases 
for renewable energy projects. The DHHL RFP was widely advertised 
and all qualified applicants were welcomed to bid.

Innergex was selected by DHHL as the final applicant for the proposed 
project site and to continue with the leasing process that includes 
consultation meetings with DHHL’s beneficiaries and public hearings. A 
non-exclusive Right-of-Entry was issued on August 1, 2019 for an initial 
period of two years with the option to extend for three additional one-year 
periods to conduct due diligence activities and investigation related to the 
development of a solar project. Innergex would seek a 25-year term 
lease to match the power purchase agreement. At the end of the project 
life, Innergex is committed to removing the solar equipment and restoring 
the site to its previous condition.

COMMUNITY
Innergex has a 30-year history of developing and operating successful 
and environmentally responsible renewable energy projects around the 
world. At Innergex, the trust and mutual respect we develop with the 
communities in which we operate is something we strive hard to earn 
and keep. 

HONOLULU COUNTY, HI
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Data Sources: State of Hawaii (TMK Boundary); ESRI (Roads, State/County Boundaries);  Innergex (Project Infrastructure)
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Respecting archaeological, cultural, and environmental features of 
any site that Innergex develops is a priority. Studies and analyses 
will be conducted to gain a thorough understanding of the features
 on the site.  The intent would be to arrive at the best possible final 
layout that balances these aspects along with technical and 
community considerations.

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION



Innergex will give preference qualified local suppliers and contractors 
throughout the development of the project. During operations, the 
project’s community benefits package will be dedicated funding to the 
Kapolei Community Development Corporation for the Heritage Center. 
Innergex is working with the Center for Native Hawaiian Advancement 
and the Mākaha Training Center who will be providing a solar installation 
skills training course for its members and beneficiaries who are looking to 
participate in this industry, with a particular focus on utility-scale projects. 
The project will also contribute to local organizations, community projects 
and events throughout the life of the project. 

ENVIRONMENT & PERMITTING
Innergex takes its environmental responsibilities very seriously, and our 
facilities are developed and operated with strict adherence to 
environmental codes and best practices. A preliminary desktop 
assessment of the Project has been conducted to examine existing 
environmental and cultural/ archaeological resources at the Project area 
to help identify regulatory requirements, issues, constraints, and 
limitations. Innergex has used this preliminary information to site the 
Project in a location that minimizes these impacts.

Based on the preliminary desktop data obtained, there does not appear 
to be any known environmentally significant resources that would 
preclude the proposed Project. However additional biological and 
site-specific resource surveys and studies are required to assess 
potential Project impacts, required avoidance and minimization measures 
and/or mitigation, design limitations. These detailed studies will include: 
general and detailed plant and wildlife surveys; wetland and waterways 
assessments; archaeological and cultural impact assessments; visual 
impact and glare analyses; and traffic and noise studies.

ZONING AND LAND USE
Land within the Project Area lies entirely within the City and County of 
Honolulu (County) Military and Federal Preservation District (F-1) Zone. 
It is located within the Kalaeloa Master Plan and is subject to the 
Kalaeloa Community Development District rules, which are enforced by 
the Hawaii Community Development Authority (HCDA). 

As the Project is located within the F-1 zone, on DHHL lands, and 
potentially on U.S. Navy owned land, the Project is not subject to County 
zoning (DHHL 2018) but is designated as “Industrial” in the Oahu Island 

Plan (DHHL 2014) and “Mixed Use” in the Kapolei Regional Plan (DHHL 
2010). Lands in the Kalaeloa area are not intended for residential 
development but rather are intended for revenue generation (DHHL 
2010). Solar development complies with this land use requirement. 

The Project will provide DHHL with lease revenues, which will be utilized 
to build homes and fund educational programs for native Hawaiians. 

ARCHAEOLOGY RESOURCES AND CUL-
TURAL PRACTICES
Previous archaeological investigations have been undertaken in the 
Project Study Area beginning in 1991 as part of larger studies associated 
with former U.S. Navy actions. Five known archaeological sites within the 
Project area parcels have been identified. These sites include rock walls, 
modified and unmodified sinkholes, stone enclosures, a homestead, and 
military-associated features. No known burials have been previously 
found within the Project area. Once the Project area boundary is 
finalized, an authorized archaeological consultant, will initiate 
consultation with Oahu’s State of Hawaii Historic Preservation Division 
and will complete a supplemental archaeological investigation survey of 
the Project Area. 

If cultural practices or traditionally significant cultural places are identified 
within the Project area or within the vicinity of the Project, Innergex will 
work with the archaeological consultant to assess potential Project 
impact to these sites and associated avoidance and minimization or 
mitigation measures. A Cultural Impact Assessment will also be required 
as a part of the environmental review process. 

SOLAR POWER FACTS
Solar energy is the conversion of sunlight into usable energy forms. The 
sun’s rays transmit light energy, in the form of photons, which can be 
converted to electricity using certain materials that naturally release 
electrons when exposed to light. Solar energy is the cleanest, most 
abundant renewable energy source available.

More information on solar energy is available at Innergex (innergex.com), 
the Solar Energy Industries Association (seia.org) and the International 
Energy Agency (iea.org)



Proposed Project Timeline
2019

Site Right-of-Entry

2020
Hawaiian Electric Selection to Final Award Group
Environmental/Archaeological studies
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) negotiations begin
Interconnection studies

2021
Public Utilities Commission PPA approval

2022
Permit approvals

Financing

Construction

2023

Testing

Commercial operation begins

2024
25-year PPA Term

2048 Extend Project or Decommission & Recycle

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

ABOUT INNERGEX
For 30 years, Innergex has believed in a world where 
abundant renewable energy promotes healthier 
communities and creates shared prosperity. As an 
independent renewable power producer which develops, 
acquires, owns and operates hydroelectric facilities, 
wind farms and solar farms, Innergex is convinced that 
generating power from renewable sources will lead the 
way to a better world. Innergex conducts operations in 
Canada, the United States, France and Chile.

Eddie Park, Director – Business Development
Phone:  619 577-2736
Email:  EPark@innergex.com

Julia Mancinelli, Director - Environment
Phone:  604 345-4009
Email:  JMancinelli@innergex.com

Jody Allione, Project Development Consultant 
Phone:  808 347-3174
Email:  jodyallione39@gmail.com

Project email:  
barberspointsolar@innergex.com 

Project website: 
barberspointsolar.com

innergex.com


